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News

south Korean judge who hiked ex-
first lady’s jail sentence found dead

EOUL: A South Korean judge who

more than doubled the former first
lady’s prison sentence last month was
found dead on Wednesday: police said.

Shin Jong-o was “found unconscious
around 1:00 am (1600 GMT on
Tuesday)... at the Seoul High Court
building:” an investigator at Seocho
district police station told AFP.

Shin was taken to hospital and
pronounced dead: he said: adding:
“There is no sign of foul play in the
death.”

Local media reported that Shin had left
a suicide note: but the investigator said
there was none.

Last month: Shin presided over 53-year-
old Kim Keon Hee’s appeal triali finding
her guilty of stock manipulation and
bribery: and increasing her sentence to
four years from 20 months.

The heavier sentence came after her
acquittal by a lower court on the stock
manipulation charge was overturned.
Shin said at the time that Kim had
“failed to acknowledge her culpability
and has instead consistently resorted to
excuses.”

The police investigator said on
Wednesday that the judge’s “bereaved
family is stricken by the incident” and
requests privacy.

A year Into papacy,
Leo Iinds his ‘clarion voice’

VATICAN CITY: Pope Leo marks
his first year leading the Catholic
Church on Friday with a higher public
profile and a ramped-up schedule
having grown more outspoken on the
world stage and drawn the ire of US
President Donald Trump.

The first US-born pope: who sharply
denounced war and despotism on
a recent four-nation Africa tour: is
expected to release his first in-depth
teaching document this month and is
preparing for a one-week trip to Spain in
June.

Leo who maintained a relatively low
profile in his first 10 months as pope
before attracting attacks from Trump
after criticizing the US-Israeli war on
Iran: is also making five trips inside Italy
through July.

As the pace picks up: the pope is likely to
keep up the new forceful tone he debuted
in Africa: experts said: as the Vatican has
grown concerned about the direction of
global leadership.

“Pope Leo hasbecome the singular clarion
voice in our global community about the
need for peace and safeguarding human
dignity.” Washington Cardinal Robert
McElroy: a close papal ally: told Reuters.
“(Leo) has shown an ever-growing
willingness to apply the Gospel with
specificity to the glaring violations of
human rights that surround us.” said
McElroy: referring to the Bible chapters
describing the life of Jesus.

The pope is due to meet on Thursday

with US Secretary of State Marco Rubio«
in his first known in-person meeting
with a Trump cabinet member in nearly
a year.

Rubio expectsa “frank conversation” with
Leo to discuss Trump administration
policies: the US ambassador to the Holy
See said on Tuesday: as Trump again
criticized the pope on Hugh Hewitt’s
right-wing radio talk show.

Leo: the former Cardinal Robert Prevost:
was selected by the world’s cardinals on
May 8¢ 2025. to lead the 1.4-billion-
member Church after a two-day secret
conclave in the Vatican’s Sistine Chapel.
He succeeded Pope Francis: who largely
sought over a 12-year tenure to open the
often-staid institution to the modern
world.

Prevostt who spent decades as a
missionary and bishop in Peru before
becoming a senior Vatican official in
2023 was a quiet supporter of Francis’
papacy but a relative unknown on the
world stage. He was on some lists of
possible new popes but not widely seen
as a front-runner.

In his first months: Leo largely steered
clear of hot-button issues. But he
began criticizing Trump’s hard-line
immigration policies in September:
drawing backlash from conservative US
Catholics.

After he criticized the war in Iran
Trump bombarded him with insults on
social media; calling him “weak” and
“terrible.”

-
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Triple hit of aid cuts, drought,
conilict leaves Somalis desperate

ISMAYO: Maryam

saw her goats starve:
her crops fail and buried
two of her children before
she finally gave up hope
and sought help from
international aid agencies
in southern Somalia.
She left her village
with her remaining six
childreni making the
long journey on the Jubba
River to one of a clutch of
makeshift settlements on
the outskirts of Kismayo.
the capital of Somalia’s
Jubaland state.

But there was no
food there either.

Three straight seasons of
failed rains have doubled

Somalia’s  malnutrition
rate and Maryam is
among  more  than

300,000 Somalis forced
to leave their homes since

January alone.
Several international
organizations have

stopped operations in
the Kismayo camp — in
large part due to aid cuts
ordered by US President
Donald Trump last year.

“We are hungry. We
need care and help.” said
Maryam: 46 whose last
name is being withheld by
AFP for security reasons.
She spoke in front of
her shelter — scraps of
tarpaulin stretched over
branches.

Haunted by the memory
of her dead children’s
swollen bellies; she will

not return to her village:
which is under the control
of the Islamist insurgent
group Al-Shabab.

They have started seizing
the limited food supplies
available.

But the camp is hardly
better. In March alone:
five children died of
malnutrition: its manager
says.

- Animal carcasses -

Since its state collapsed

in the early 1990s
Somalia has endured
near-constant civil war
Islamist ~ insurgencies:
floods and droughts.
Famine has claimed
hundreds of thousands of
lives.

The war-torn country
ranks among the world’s
most  vulnerable  to
climate change. which
scientists say is leading
to more frequent and
more intense incidences
of extreme weather like
droughts and floods.

Africa, which contributes

the least to global
warming. bears  the
brunt.

The recent cuts in foreign
.aid have not helped

They have had “a huge
impact on our work:” said
Mohamud Mohamed
Hassan: Somalia director
for NGO Save the
Children. More than 200
health centers and 400

schools have closed since
last year.

Near the Kismayo camp:
the carcasses of cattle
donkeys and goats litter

the roadside.
Farmersc whose herds
and crops have been

decimated: describe one
of the worst droughts ever
recorded in a country
where a third already
lacked regular meals.
Even if the forthcoming
rainy season is normal
it will take months for
affected populations to
recover.

“We  cannot  afford
to  actually  address
all the needs of these
people” said Ali Adan
Alic a Jubaland official
managing the displaced.

- ‘Toxic cocktail’ -

At a mobile health clinic
supported by Save the
Children — the only
one still operating for
multiple camps in the
area around Kismayo —
a woman named Khadija
tried to feed a high-
calorie solution to her
severely  malnourished
one-year-old daughter.

The child writhed

in her arms.

She came to the camp
after last year’s drought
killed off her livestock
but here: too. “we have
nothing to eat” the
45-year-old said.

A hospital in Kismayo

is the only facility in the
region capable of treating
the most severe cases of
malnutrition.

But it is turning patients
away for lack of space and
staff.

Every bed is occupied by
dozens of starving babies:
some on ventilators with
intravenous drips in their
fragile arms.

Cases have trebled since
last year and things are
only getting worse.

The war in the Middle
East has increased fuel
prices: affecting food and
water supplies.

Those in the camp seek
work in construction or
cleaning jobs in Kismayo
or sell firewood but the
options are limited.
Meanwhile; the United
Nations’ humanitarian
arm has had to steadily
reduce  its  Somalia
program from $2.6 billion
in 2023 to $852 million
this year: especially since
Washington slashed its
donations.

So far¢ only 13 percent of
this year’s target has been
raised.

“If's a toxic cocktail of
factors... Things are
reallyc really desperate.”
Tom  Fletcher. head
of the UN’s Office for
the Coordination of
Humanitarian  Affairs
told AFP in an interview
last week.

“Often we’re having to
choose which lives to save
and which lives not to
save.”

North Korea drops reierences 10 lllllil(?ﬂll()ll [rom constitution

EOUL: North Korea has

deleted all references to
uniting with South Korea
from its  constitution: a
document reviewed by AFP
on  Wednesday  showed:
underscoring Pyongyang’s
push for a more hostile policy
toward Seoul.
North and South Korea remain
technically at war because
their 195053- war ended in an
armistice: not a peace treaty.
Pyongyang’s constitution
had previously contained a
clause stating that it aimed “to
realize the unification of the
motherland.”
That reference no longer
appears in the latest version
presented on Wednesday by
a professor during a news
conference at South Korea’s
Unification ~ Ministry  and
subsequently seen by AFP.

North ~ Korean  officials
considered constitutional
amendments at a major
congress in March: where
leader Kim Jong Un labelled
Seoul as the “most hostile
state.”

The deleted clause used to say
that the nuclear-armed nation
would struggle for “national
reunification on the principles
of independence; peaceful
reunificationc and  great
national unity.”

The revised constitution
which the document indicated
was introduced in March:
also includes a new clause
delineating North Korea’s
territory.

Using South Korea’s official
name: it says that includes
the area bordering China
and Russia to the north, “and
the Republic of Korea to the

North Korea “absolutely does
not allow any infringement on
its territory.” it added.

South Korea’s dovish President
Lee Jae Myung has called for
talks with the North without

any  preconditions; saying
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the countries are destined
“to make the flowers of peace
bloom.”

But the North has not
responded to the Lee
administration’s overtures and
has repeatedly called the South
its “most hostile” adversary.

That language has echoed a
constitutional amendment
in 2024 when Pyongyang
defined the South as a “hostile
state” for the first time.

‘Leave us alone’

“By deleting references related
to unification North Korea
appears to have codified the
message that it will no longer
seek to claim South Korean
territory.” said Yang Moo-
jinc a professor emeritus at
Seoul’s University of North
Korean Studies. In turn
Pyongyang “expects the South
not to infringe on the North’s
territory” he told AFP. During
the administration of South
Korea’s hawkish ex-president
Yoon Suk Yeol: the North blew
up roads and railways linking
it with the South and erected

what appeared to be barriers
near the Dborder. Seoul’s
military said in March this year
that North Korea had resumed
similar construction work in
the area.

Kim has vowed to boost his
nuclear forces: and Pyongyang
conducted four missile tests
in Aprili the most in a single
month for more than two
years.

In February: Kim said North
Korea has “absolutely no
business dealing with South
Korea... and will permanently
exclude South Korea from the
category of compatriots.”

“As long as South Korea
cannot escape the geopolitical
conditions of having a border
with us¢ the only way to live
safely is to give up everything
related to us and leave us
alone.” he added at the time.
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to Enhance Natural Gas Supply Security

National Electric Power Company Signs Agreemen
10 Lease Floating Storage and Regasitication Vessel

mman
The National Electric Power
Company (NEPCO) signed an
agreement on Tuesday with the
international company Accelerate
Energy to lease a floating storage
and regasification vessel (FSRU)
for use at the Sheikh Sabah LNG
Terminal in Agaba.
According to a company statement
issued Wednesday. the agreement
aims to ensure the continuity of
natural gas supplies and enhance
energy security in the Kingdom.
The agreement is part of the

company's plans to maintain
the readiness of the national
infrastructure to receive LNG

shipments from global markets:
regasify them: and inject them
into the national gas network: as
the contract for the current FSRU.
Energos Force: is set to expire at the
end of June.

NEPCO's Director Generali Dr.
Sufian Batayneh: stated that the
agreement reflects the company's

N
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commitment to enhancing the
flexibility of the Kingdom's natural
gas system and enabling it to handle
various  operational  scenarios:
whether for supplying local power
generation plants or supporting
regional cooperation arrangements
within  the approved official
frameworks. He explained that the

agreement represents a transitional
measure to ensure the continued
operation of the liquefied natural
gas (LNG) facilities in Aqgaba until
the completion of the onshore
regasification unit project. This
project aims to develop the LNG
receiving system and enhance its
operational efficiency and reliability.

Henoted that this stepis of particular
importance given the growing
regional role of Jordan's natural
gas infrastructure. He pointed out
that arrangements are already in
place to supply Syria with natural
gas via the Arab Gas Pipeline after
importing and regasifying LNG in
the Kingdom: with deliveries having
commenced earlier this year.
Al-Batayneh  stated that the
company: in coordination with
the Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources. is working
to finalize similar arrangements
with Lebanon after fulfilling the
necessary technical contractual
and regulatory requirements.
He emphasized that priority will
remain with meeting the needs of
Jordan's electricity grid and ensuring
the security of domestic supply.
Excelerate Energy is a global
company specializing in LNG
solutions and the operation of
floating storage and regasification
units (FSRUs).

News

Launch oi the “National Program for
Economic Awareness and Education”
under the title “Your Financial Compass”

mman
The launch of the “National Program
for Economic Awareness and Education”
implemented by the Al-Dustour Center for
Economic Studies and supported by CFI
Jordan: was announced under the title “Your
Financial Compass.”
The announcement was made during a press
conference attended by the CEO of the Amman
Stock Exchange: Mazen Al-Wathaifi the CEO
of CFI Jordan: Luay Azar. and the head of
the Al-Dustour Center for Economic Studies:
Awni Al-Daoud.
The “Your Financial Compass” program is
a national initiative for economic awareness
and educationi commencing in May. It aims
to solidify financial literacy and enhance
individuals' understanding of economic and
investment concepts.
The initiative is based on specialized
content developed in collaboration with
economic experts and implemented across
the Kingdom's governorates through
partnerships with universities and youth and
women's sectors. It employs an interactive:
dialogue-based approach to contribute to
building a stronger financial awareness:
which will positively impact the quality of
economic and financial decisions at the
societal level.
Al-Wathaifi stated that the financial
literacy initiative: titled “Your Financial
Compass:” embodies a comprehensive
national  effort  targeting  various
governorates across the Kingdom. It
focuses on women: youth: and media
professionals: contributing to  the
establishment of sound financial concepts
and the promotion of investment
awareness within the community.
He explained that the Amman Stock Exchange:
by virtue of its role as an indicator of the
national economy: extends its responsibilities
beyond regulating and managing trading
and developing the market. It also includes
fostering an investment culture and raising
investor awareness through continuous
engagement with the local community:. where
financial literacy forms a central pillar of its

strategy.
In this context. the Exchange has launched
several initiativesc most notably the

“Investor Culture” section on its website.
This section provides educational materials
about the market and the fundamentals
of investment and trading: in addition to
organizing virtual seminars that enhance
participants' understanding of market
mechanisms.
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lo improve the job beneiits of 470 employees
A collective bargaining agreement was

signed at the Airport Inter

mman
The General Union of
Workers in Air Transport

and Tourism and the Airport
International Group signed a
collective bargaining agreement
on Wednesday at the Ministry
of Labor to improve the job
benefits of 470 employees at the
company.

According to a ministry
statementc Minister of Labor
Dr. Khaled Al-Bakkar. who
sponsored the signing: said
that the ministry is committed
to monitoring the affairs of
workers in the private sector and
communicating with all parties
involved in the production
process to help resolve collective
labor disputes.

He emphasized that the
ministry is working to oversee
the resolution of labor disputes
and contribute to enhancing
job stability and security for
employees in private sector
institutions. This ensures the
continuity of these institutions'
operations by building positive
working relationships among
the three parties of production
(government: employers:
and workers). providing a
positive work environment:

and overseeing  collective
bargaining agreements in
institutions to ensure the

national Group
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interests of both parties are
met. Al-Bakkar pointed out
that the Ministry encourages

direct  negotiations  and
cooperation between
employers and unions. which
positively impacts the work
environment: job security for
workers: and all economic and
social aspects. This strengthens
employees' trust in their
institutions and management:
driving them towards greater
productivity and achievement.
The signing ceremony was
attended by the Ministry's
Secretary-Generali Dr. Abdul
Halim Doujan: the head of
the wunion: Yousef Qanab:
the company's CEO. Nicolas
Deville: its CFO. Hani Ghanem:
and the Director of the Ministry's

Labor Relations Directorate:
Adnan Al-Dahamsheh.
Qanab emphasized that

improving employee Dbenefits
and the work environment
significantly ~ contributes  to
increased productivity: which
in turn benefits the company.
He commended the company's
management for its cooperation
and responsiveness to the
union's demands; and praised
the Ministry of Labor's oversight
of the dialogue between the two
parties.

Deville stated that the collective
agreement was the result
of cooperation between the
union and the company's
management: facilitated by the
Ministry of Labor. Headded that
it positively impacts employees
by improving their benefits
and affirmed the company's
management's appreciation
for its employees and their
role as the foundation of the
production process.

Ministry of Industry and Trade Issues 1,500
Violations Since the Beginning of the Year

mman
The Ministry of Industry:
Tradeand Supply hasissued 1500
violations against establishments
since the beginning of this year
for non-compliance with the
provisions of the Industry and
Trade Law and related legislation.
In a statement issued Wednesday:
the Ministry said that the
Market Monitoring Directorate
addressed 650 complaints
received from citizens through its
market monitors deployed across
all regions: taking the necessary
measures to resolve them
reflecting the speed of response
and effectiveness of oversight.
The statement added that
inspection teams conducted
1:895 inspection tours:

encompassing 30.871 visits to
commercial establishments in
various governorates: to ensure
their compliance with applicable
regulations and instructions.
During the past month
the  Ministry  issued 345
violations: including 284 for
failure to display prices and
29 for exceeding the set price
following 441 inspection tours
that visited 7:336 commercial
establishments. The Directorate
also addressed 228 complaints
and took the necessary actions to
ensure market stability.

The statement indicated that the
Directorate Market monitoring
continues to  enforce the
provisions of the Industry and
Trade Law: which includes

monitoring the availability of
basic food commodities: verifying
price displays and compliance:
tracking inventory at wholesale
outlets: addressing any practices
related to hoarding or refusing to
sell goods: and monitoring sales:

clearancesc and  promotional
offers.
The Ministry affirmed the

continuation of its monitoring
campaigns to ensure market
stability and consumer
protection: urging citizens to
submit their complaints and
observations through official
channels and designated
numbers: landline (065629045- )
via WhatsApp at (0797527832).
or by email at (MComplaint@
mit. gov.jo).

Has the middle class
disappeared in Jordan... or

has it been crushed by official
~ Dolicies and decisions?

e

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

The question of the disappearance of the

[l middle class in Jordan is no longer a simple

social question: but rather a profoundly
political one: placing successive economic
policies in the dock. What is happening to
this class is not a natural decline: nor the
result of a temporary circumstance: but
rather the culmination of years of decisions
that have exhausted middle-income earners
and gradually pushed them to the brink of
poverty.

The middle class; which for decades formed
the backbone of social stability in Jordan.
is now subjected to systematic depletion.
Salaries remain stagnant. while prices never
cease. Financial policies consistently place
the burden on the most compliant segment
of society. while the highest-income groups
remain less affected: and the most vulnerable
are increasingly unable to cope. The income
of employees: teachersi and professionals
is no longer sufficient to cover even the bare
necessities: often requiring borrowing and
loans. These loans are no longer an option
for improving living standards. but rather a
means of survival. reflecting a clear failure
in managing the issue of economic justice.
When tax policy is driven by revenue
collection rather than development: the
middle class becomes the primary victim.
High sales taxes: levied indiscriminately on
everyone. consume a disproportionately large
portion of the income of those with average
salaries. Meanwhile: effective mechanisms
for distributing the tax burden equitably
are lacking. The question arises: why is the
middle class specifically targeted? And why
aren't policies that have proven ineffective in
achieving genuine growth or improving living
standards reviewed?

At a time when decent job opportunities
are dwindling and unemployment is rising
particularly among young people: talk of
economic reforms continues but these
reforms have no tangible impact. Low-wage
jobs: precarious contracts: and a lack of job
security all point to one conclusion: there
can be no middle class without decent work.
As for the public sector: historically a safety
net for the middle class. it has been downsized
without providing genuine alternatives in the
private sector. leaving thousands of families
facing an uncertain economic future.

The middle class hasn't disappeared yet: but
it's eroding silently. and this silence is more
dangerous than any noise. When this class
loses its ability to live with dignity: stability
declines: trust weakens: and the gap between
the state and society widens. Weakening
the middle class not only leads to economic
imbalance but also paves the way for deeper
social and political crises: because this class
has historically been the safety valve; and
when that safety valve weakens: an explosion
becomes only a matter of time.

What's happening to the middle class in
Jordan isn't inevitable; but rather the result
of choices and policies. Restoring this class
begins with acknowledging the magnitude of
the crisisc not denying it and with a serious
review of tax policies: the labor market; and
wage levels. The real question is no longer:
Has the middle class disappeared? But rather:
How long will the policies that are driving it
toward extinction continue? Has the middle
class disappeared in Jordan? Or has it been
dismantled by official decisions? Conversely:
the issue of wages has been left without
any real attention. There are no increases
commensurate with inflation: nor are there
any fair reviews of salaries in the public and
private sectors. The Ministry of Labor merely
talks about "employment” without addressing
the question of wages: as if a job itself were
an achievement. even if it doesn't provide
a decent living. The majority of young
employees go to their workplaces with salaries
that barely reach the minimum wage: as the
saying goes. "Just wait till I get to work."” As
for the Ministry of Industry and Trade: it has
failed to control prices or curb monopolies:
leaving the market open to successive price
hikes affecting food: transportation. and
housing: without any real protection for
the consumer. Some government policies
have led to the dismantling of the public
sector without providing alternatives. As we
know: the public sector. which historically
formed the backbone of the middle class
has been gradually eroded through hiring
freezes and the erosion of benefits; without
building a private sector capable of absorbing
this segment with fair salaries and genuine
guarantees.
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to improve the job henefits of 470 employees

A collective bargaining agreement was
signed at the Airport International Group

mman

The General Union of
Transport
and Tourism and the Airport
International Group signed a

Workers in Air

collective bargaining agreement
on Wednesday at the Ministry
of Labor to improve the job
benefits of 470 employees at the

company.

The General Federation of Jordanian

mman

The President of

Trade Unions:

the
General Federation of Jordanian
Khaled Al- to
Fanatseh met with the team

Trade Unions Discusses Cooperation and
Future Steps with the “Masar” Project

from the “Masar” project:
affiliated with the International
Labour Organization (ILO):
discuss cooperation:
partnership: and future steps.

mman
His Majesty King
Abdullah II¢ Cypriot President
Nikos Christodoulides: and
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis held a trilateral
summit on Wednesday at Al
Husseiniya Palace. attended
by His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah
IL.
The fifth Jordanian-Cypriot-
Greek  trilateral = summit
explored ways to enhance
trilateral cooperation
across various fields. the
partnership between Jordan
and the European Union: and
discussed the most prominent
developments in the region.
His  Majesty  emphasized
that this summit provides
an important platform for
consultationi  coordination:
and expanding cooperation
in several key sectors. as
well as deepening economic
ties by increasing trade and
investment.
His Majesty expressed Jordan's
keenness to build upon the
cooperation agreements
signed  during  previous
trilateral summits: particularly
those related to the water:
energy: education and
tourism sectors. He noted
the importance of leveraging

the strategic locations of the
three countries which serve

as vital bridges between several

regions.
His Majesty stated that
coordination between

Jordani Cyprus¢ and Greece
at the trilateral level and
within the framework of
the partnership with the
European Union contributes
positively to working towards
achieving regional and global
stability ~and  prosperity.
Speaking  about  regional
developments; His Majesty
stressed that the ongoing
conflicts and their economic
repercussions necessitate
continued coordination and
commitment to achieving
stability and peace. He noted
that cooperation between
Jordan: Cyprus¢ and Greece
constitutes an  important
mechanism  for  dialogue
and joint action: based on
respect for international law
and the preservation of state
sovereignty.

His Majesty reiterated the need
to intensify efforts to solidify the
ceasefire agreement; pointing
out that any agreement to end
the war must guarantee an end
to aggression and safeguard
the security of the region's
countries.

His  Majesty  emphasized
Jordan's unwavering stance
against Israeli measures aimed
at exploiting the regional

situation to impose a new
reality in Jerusalem: the West
Banki and Gaza. He also
stressed the need for sufficient
humanitarian aid to reach all
areas of Gaza without any delay
or impediment.

Regarding developments
in Lebanon His Majesty
affirmed Jordan's full support
for the Lebanese government's
efforts to preserve Lebanon's
sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

For his parte the Cypriot
President affirmed that the
summit is being held at a
time marked by numerous
geopolitical ~challenges: and
expressed his gratitude to
His Majesty for hosting the
summit. He highlighted the
significance of the summit's
timingc  coinciding with
Cyprus's presidency of the
Council of the European
Union: noting his country's
role as a bridge between Europe
and the Middle East and
emphasizing the importance
of the comprehensive strategic
partnership between Jordan
and the EU.

President Christodoulides
expressed  Cyprus's  pride
in its trilateral partnership
with Jordan and Greece
which contributes vitally to
strengthening stability and
consolidating cooperation to

@ King: The summit IS an important platform ior deepening economic fies.

@ King: The partnership with the European Union is crucial ior
achieving regional and global stability and prosperity.

@ Cypriot President: The parinership contributes to addressing
challenges and fostering economic cooperation.

@ Greek Prime Minister: Jordan's security and prosperity are pivotal
to Europe’s security and prosperity.

address shared challenges and
capitalize on opportunities to
expand economic partnerships.
He also expressed Cyprus's
solidarity with Jordan in
light of the attacks it suffered
during the recent regional
crisisc stressing the need
to commit to dialogue to
resolve the conflict and build
a framework for peace in the
region.

For his part; the Greek Prime
Minister spoke about the
importance of holding this
summit. particularly  given
the regional circumstances:
emphasizing that it carries a
clear message of friendship:
cooperation, and full
commitment to international
law.

He pointed out that the
partnership between Jordan:
Greece( and Cyprus hasyielded
tangible  results. affirming
the potential for enhanced
cooperation in the energy:
investment.  transportation:
defense: tourism: and climate
sectors and expressing his
appreciation for the support
Jordan provided to Greece
in combating the wildfires.
The Greek Prime Minister
highlighted Jordan's pivotal
role. under the leadership of
His Majesty King Abdullah II
and its efforts to achieve peace
and stability in the region. He

The King, the Cypriot President, and the Greek Prime Minister hold a trilateral Summit in Amman.

King: Jordams position remains firm in rejecting Israeli measures

~

emphasized the importance of
the Hashemite custodianship
of the Islamic and Christian
holy sites in Jerusalem and

noted Jordan's efforts to
preserve the status quo in the

Holy City.

Regarding the partnership
between Jordan and the
European Union:  Prime

Minister Mitsotakis affirmed
that Greece and Cyprus are
always keen to strengthen
European cooperation with
the Kingdom: based on the
centrality of Jordan's security
and prosperity to the security
and prosperity of the European
Union.

Prior to the trilateral summit:
His Majesty King Abdullah II
held separate meetings with
both the Cypriot President
and the Greek Prime Minister
to discuss ways to enhance
bilateral  cooperation and
exchange views on the latest
developments in the region.

The trilateral summit was
attended by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
Ayman Safadic Director of
His Majesty's Office: Engineer

Alaa  Batayneh: Jordanian
Ambassador to Cyprus Bashir
Al-Zoubi¢c and Jordanian

Ambassador to Greece Zuhair
Al-Nusour. Joint Statement of

the Fifth Jordanian-Cypriot-
Greek Trilateral Summit in
Amman

Cooperation in trade: energy:
investment: culture: transport;
and food and water security
Sustaining ~ the  ceasefire
between the United States and
Iran and ensuring freedom of
navigation

Intensifying efforts to sustain
the ceasefire in Lebanon and
deliver humanitarian aid

The Summit: The two-state
solution is the only way to
achieve a just and lasting peace
The Summit condemned illegal
unilateral Israeli actions in the
West Bank

Support for the historic
Hashemite custodianship of
the Islamic and Christian holy
sites in Jerusalem

Ending the humanitarian
crisis in Gaza and creating
the conditions conducive to
recovery and reconstruction
The importance of enabling
UNRWA to continue its work
in accordance with its UN
mandate

The Summit: The security:
stability. and prosperity of
Syria are essential requirements
for the stability of the region

Continued international
support for refugees and
their host countriesc and

commended Jordan's efforts in
this regard

Has the middle class
disappeared in Jordan. .. or
has it been crushed by oificial
policies and decisions?

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

Salt Municipality Provides Saie Parking
and Accessible Walkways for People
With Disabilities in Front of its Building

alt
S The Greater Salt Municipality has
designated parking spaces for visitors
and clients with disabilities in front of its
building: in addition to creating accessible
walkways and providing internal elevators
to facilitate their entry and access to the
building. The head of the municipal
committee. Ali Al-Batayneh. stated that
this step comes within the framework
of the municipality's plan to improve
the infrastructure of public facilities and
promote a culture of inclusive accessibility:
ensuring that all segments of society can

access municipal services.
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mman
The

report

the  Fund

investment

remarkable
this

Entrepreneurship Fund (ISSF)
announced the results of the
World Bank’s Implementation
and Results Assessment (ICR)
which
a “Highly
Satisfactory” rating the
highest rating according
to the World Bank’s
evaluation criteria.

The Fund affirmed that
the World Bank report
on the results of the first
phase of its journey (until
Y+¥0) documents its success
in exceeding operational and
targets
challenges. It
achievement
Jordanian

awarded

despite

the
of Planning

institution and

reflects

which the World Bank helped Cooperation:

il et
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World Bank Awards Jordan Entrepreneurship
Fund Top Performance Rating

establish through a financing direct investment from the
Jordan agreement with the Ministry of Central Bank of Jordan. This
has positively contributed to
the development and growth
venture

of the
investment

titled

along
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considered the main driver
of the entrepreneurial

environment in the
Kingdom.
The Fund's

announcement came
during a roundtable

discussion held in
Amman attended
by its CEO: Engineer
Mohammad Al-

Mubhtasib. He explained that
this international assessment:
"Implementation

Results Evaluation.”
International the Fund a "highly satisfactory”
with rating: the highest global rating.

etra

capital
ecosystemy

and
awarded
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Peira to Establish Light Industries
Lone as Part of Economic Diversification
and Invesiment Boost Plan

The Chairman of the Board of Commissioners
of the Petra Development and Tourism Region
Authority: Engineer Adnan Al-Sawa’ir; revealed
plans to establish a light industries zone in the Al-
Taybeh area. This initiative is part of a strategic
vision aimed at diversifying income sources and
enhancing economic and social sustainability
in the region moving away from reliance on
the tourism sector as the primary source of
revenue. In a statement to the Jordan News
Agency (Petra)c Al-Sawa’ir explained that this
initiative is part of a package of policies aimed
at creating an attractive environment for light
industrial and productive investments. This will
be achieved through infrastructure development
and providing necessary facilities for investors:
thereby contributing to supporting the local
economy and creating new job opportunities
for the region's residents. He pointed out that
this step comes in response to current economic
challenges and the limited investment in non-
tourism sectors.




