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Iran warns ol ceaselire violation

as U plans 1o escor

E H R A N /
WASHINGTON: Iran
warned on Monday that
it would consider any US
attempt to interfere in the
Strait of Hormuz a breach
of the Mideast ceasefire: as
President Donald Trump said
the United States would begin
escorting ships through the
blocked waterway.
Negotiations between the
two countries have been
deadlocked since a ceasefire
came into effect on April 8
and Iran’s stranglehold on
the strategic strait following
US-Israeli attacks on Tehran
has been a main point of
contention.
Trump said Sunday the new
maritime operation. which he
dubbed “Project Freedom.”
was a “humanitarian” gesture
for crews aboard the many
ships swept up in the blockade
and which may be running
low on food and other crucial
supplies.
“We will use best efforts to
get their Ships and Crews
safely out of the Strait. In all
cases: they said they will not
be returning until the area
becomes safe for navigation.”
Trump said in a Truth Social
post. noting operations would
begin on Monday.
In response: the head of the
Iranian parliament’s national
security commission said:
“Any American interference
in the new maritime regime

of the Strait of Hormuz will be
considered a violation of the
ceasefire.”

By blocking the Strait of
Hormuz: Iran has choked
off major flows of oili gas
and fertilizer to the world
economy. while the United
States has imposed a counter-
blockade on Iranian ports.
Trump in his post said he
was “fully aware that my
Representatives are having
very positive discussions with
the Country of Iran, and that
these discussions could lead
to something very positive for
all.”

He made no direct mention
of what Tehran described as
a 14-point plan “focused on

ending the war.”

US Central Command said
it would use guided-missile
destroyers. over 100 land and
sea-based  aircraftt multi-
domain unmanned platforms
and 15000 service members in
the Hormuz effort.

UKMTO says Strait of Hormuz
threat level remains critical
Meanwhile:  the United
Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations said on Monday:
on behalf of the Joint Maritime
Information  Centre. that
the maritime security threat
level in the Strait of Hormuz
remains critical due to ongoing
regional military operations.
UKMTO said  mariners
are advised to coordinate

with Omani authorities via
VHF channel 16 and should
consider routing via Oman
territorial waters south of
the traffic separation scheme
where the U.S. has established
an enhanced security area

‘Impossible operation’

US news website Axios: citing
two sources briefed on the
proposal: reported that Iran
set “a one-month deadline
for negotiations on a deal to
reopen the strait,” dissolve the
US naval blockade and end the
war.

Earlier Sunday: the
Revolutionary Guards sought
to put the onus back on Trump:

saying he must choose between
“an impossible operation or
a bad deal with the Islamic
Republic of Iran.”
Washington’s European allies
are concerned that the longer
the strait remains closed: the
more their economies will
sufferc and German Foreign
Minister Johann Wadephul
demanded that it be reopened.
In a call with his Iranian
counterpart Abbas Araghchi
Wadephul  stressed  that
Germany supported a
negotiated solution but that
“Iran must completely and
verifiably renounce nuclear
weapons and immediately
open the Strait of Hormuz.”
Oil prices are currently about

{ Hormuz Ship

50 percent above pre-conflict
levels. largely due to the
supply snarls in the strait.

‘Suffocating the regime’

The US president. who spent
the weekend at his Mar-a-Lago
resort in Florida, declined on
Sunday to specify what could
trigger new American military
action.

But in his post he said
that “if in any way: this
Humanitarian (ship-guiding)
process is interfered with:
that interference will
unfortunately: have to be dealt
with forcefully.”

Treasury  Secretary  Scott
Bessent said the US naval
blockade was only part of a
broader economic embargo.
“We are suffocating the
regime: and they are not able
to pay their soldiers. This is a
real economic blockade: and it
is in all parts of government.”
he told Fox News.

In yet more bellicose rhetoric:
Mohsen Rezaeic a military
adviser to Iran’s Supreme
Leader Avyatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei. said Iranian forces
would sink US ships.

“The US 1is the only pirate
in the world that possesses
aircraft carriers. Our ability to
confront pirates is no less than
our ability to sink warships.
Prepare to face a graveyard of
your carriers and forces.” he
posted on X.

Israeli raid in the West Bank leaves
1 Palestinian dead and 4 wounded

saudi Arabia upgrades roads as part of
sweeping Hajj transport readiness plan

ABLUS:  West Bank:  One

Palestinian man was killed and
four others seriously wounded during
an Israeli military raid in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank city of Nablus on
Sunday: the Palestinian Red Crescent
said.
The Palestinian Health Ministry said the
man’s wife was in labor at a local hospital
when she was informed of his death.
The Red Crescent said five people were
hit by gunfire during an Israeli military
operation. Nayef Firas Ziad Samaro.
26 was killed: according to the Health
Ministry, and his body was brought to
the hospital where his wife was giving
birth. Additionally. a 12-year-old was
shotin the shoulder: according to the Red
Crescent.
The raid took place as schools were letting
out for the day: in an area crowded with

civilians, witnesses said.

Israel’s military in a statement said
it responded to a confrontation in
the Nablus area in which several
“terrorists” threw rocks toward
soldiers. Soldiers fired and “several
hits were identified.”

Palestinians¢  rights ~ groups  and
international observers are warning
about the worsening violence: where
young Palestinian men are being killed
with increasing regularity amid a broader
climate of arson( vandalism and the
displacement of farming communities
near Jewish settlements and outposts in
the West Bank.

At least 42 Palestinians have been killed
since the start of the year: according to
the United Nations humanitarian office.
Armed settlers were responsible for at
least 11 of those fatalities.

RLYADH: Saudi
rabia is accelerating
a major upgrade of its
national road network
to support safer pilgrim
movement during Hajj.
as authorities complete
a broader. multi-sector
transport readiness plan,
according to reports
carried by the Saudi Press

Agency (SPA).

The Roads  General
Authority: which
operates  under the

Ministry of Transport
and Logistic Services:
said it is deploying what
it described as the world’s
largest fleet of advanced
road surveying and
assessment  equipment
to enhance safety and
efficiency  across  the
Kingdom’s highways.

The initiative is part of a
wider transformation that
has lifted Saudi Arabia’s
standing in global road
connectivity ~ rankings:
while aligning with Saudi
Vision 2030 goals to
accommodate up to 30
million pilgrims annually
by the end of the decade.
According to SPA( the
specialized fleet uses
high-resolution cameras
and laser sensors capable
of detecting surface
defects such as cracks and
rutting with precision of
up to 0.05 millimeters:
alongside systems
measuring pavement
thickness: road alignment
and skid resistance. The
technology is designed to
accelerate maintenance
decisions and improve
overall road readiness:

particularly during the
peak Hajj season.

The authority said it
is working to cut road
fatalities to fewer than
five per 100000 people:
in line with international
benchmarks set by the
International Road
Assessment  Program
while ensuring smoother
traffic flow for pilgrims
traveling between holy
sites.

The road upgrades form
partofabroader transport
ecosystem prepared for
the 2026 Hajj season: with
the ministry announcing
last month that it had
finalized operational
readiness across aviation:
raili maritime and land
transport.

In the aviation sector:
more than 3.1 million
seats have been
allocated across 12.000
flightsc with six major
hub airports staffed

by around 22,000
personnel.  Initiatives
include off-site baggage
check-in and expanded
pre-shipment of
Zamzam water to ease
congestion.

Rail ~ networks are
expected to carry millions
of passengers. including
more than two million
riders on the Al-Mashaaer
Al-Mugaddassah  Metro
and over 2.2 million seats
on the Haramain High-
Speed Railway.

The Mashaaer Metro is
only used by pilgrims
traveling locally between
specific =~ holy  sites
within Makkah over a
few days during Hajj.
The Haramain railway
connects the holy cities
of Makkah and Madinah
with stopsin Jeddah: King
Abdulaziz International
Airport in Jeddah. and
King Abdullah Economic
City (KAEC) in Rabigh.

e |

Road transport will be
supported by some 33,000
buses and 5,000 taxis
alongside inspection
and traffic management
teams. the Transport
Ministry said.

Logistics and maritime

operations  are  also
being reinforced: with
Saudi Post deploying

an expanded delivery
fleet and the Saudi Ports
Authority finalizing
arrival  procedures at
Jeddah Islamic Port. The
National Transport Safety
Center will remain on
round-the-clock standby
to coordinate emergency
responses.

Together. the measures
underscore the
Kingdom’s push to deliver
a seamless; multi-modal
transport experience
for millions of pilgrims:
while  reinforcing its
ambitions to become a

global logistics hub.
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Dialogue Session Discusses Boosiing
Exports ol the Pharmaceutical Industry

Mnrr-.i:ﬂ

mman
The Jordan Export House
Company organized a consultative
dialogue session that brought
together the pharmaceutical and
medical supplies sectors: as part of
its ongoing efforts to enhance the
competitiveness of national exports
and expand their presence in foreign
markets.
According to a company statement
issued on Monday: the session
aimed to initiate direct dialogue
with the pharmaceutical and
medical supplies sectors to identify
the most prominent challenges
facing Jordanian companies and to
discuss the priority support needed
to enhance the sector's export
readiness: thereby  contributing
to improving its performance
and increasing its ability to access
international markets.
Participants discussed a range
of topics related to expanding
export  opportunities; including
participation in specialized
international exhibitions: organizing
trade missions and ways to enhance
access to new markets and address
challenges associated with export
activities.
The Chairman of the Board of

LT
pand - i

Maher Mutalka; emphasized the

importance of unifying export
efforts for the pharmaceutical and
medical supplies sector and working
to enhance the integration of roles
among various supporting entities:
which will contribute to raising the
sector's efficiency and increasing its
ability to access global markets.

He pointed to the importance of
companies in the sector benefiting
from the services offered by the

the areas of export qualification:
market information: and organizing
international participation which
contributes to achieving sustainable
growth in the sector's exports.

He emphasized the company's
commitment to strengthening its
partnership with the private sector
and aligning its programs and
initiatives with the actual needs of
companies: ensuring the provision
of practical solutions that support the

He stressed the importance of
continuing this type of participatory
dialogue; given its role in
formulating a shared vision that
reflects the priorities of the Jordanian
pharmaceuticaland medical supplies
sector and contributes to developing
policies and programs that are more
responsive to the demands of global
markets.

For his partc Fadi Al-Atrash:
representative of the pharmaceutical
and medical supplies sector at
the Jordan Chamber of Industry:
said that the session provided an
important platform for enhancing
direct dialogue between supporting
entities and companies operating
in the sector. emphasizing the
importance of unifying efforts to
address the challenges hindering

the expansion of Jordanian
pharmaceutical ~and  medical
supplies exports. He pointed

out that the sector has strong
competitive advantages at the
regional and international levels
but enhancing market access
requires more support in areas such
as opening new markets facilitating
export procedures: and intensifying
participation in specialized trade
fairs and missions.

Directors of the company: Dr. Export

Standards Organization: Advanced
Device for Precious Metal
Testing Begins in Inspection Rounds

mman - The Standards and Metrology

Organization announced the
commencement of using a portable X-ray
Flow (XRF) device for testing precious metals
during its inspection rounds of gold jewelry
shops. This initiative aims to enhance oversight
tools and strengthen the assurance that jewelry
conforms to approved legal standards: thus
protecting consumer rights.
According to a statement issued by the
organization on Monday. the device is
distinguished by its ability to analyze the
composition of precious metals and accurately
determine their purity and legal weight within
seconds. without the need for sampling or
causing any damage to the tested items (Non-
Destructive Testing).
The organization noted that the device provides
rapid results and high reliability: reducing the
time and effort required for field inspections.
It explained that the introduction of this
technology will contribute to enhancing the
efficiency of field monitoring as it allows
inspectors to instantly verify the legal weight
of jewelry displayed in shops or workshops
held by distributors. This provides consumers
with greater peace of mind when purchasing
gold: silver. and platinum: thereby boosting
confidence in the local market and improving
the quality of products traded within it.

Labor Ministry: 491 Violations Issued Against
Dairy Company for Failing to Pay Wages

mman
The Ministry of Labor's spokesperson:
Mohammad Al-Zayoud: confirmed that the
ministry has been investigating complaints from
workers ata dairy company since the beginning of
2025. and that inspection teams have issued 491
violations against the company. In a statement
issued on Monday: Al-Zayoud indicated that
inspection teams have conducted 14 visits to
the company: the most recent of which was on
Monday. He noted that the first complaint from
workersregarding their wages: which the ministry
received and documented through the "Himaya"
platform: was in October of last year. He added
that the number of labor complaints received
by the ministry concerning this company has
reached approximately 47, most of which
relate to delayed wages. He explained that the
violations issued by the inspection teams against
the company resulted from its failure to comply
with the ministry’s procedures; and that these
violations are being referred to the judiciary to
enable workers to obtain their labor rights. Al-
Zayoud explained that each of these violations
recorded by the company’s inspection teams is
subject to Article 139 of the Labor Law: which
punishes the perpetrator with a fine of no less
than 500 dinars and no more than 1000 dinars.

House:

particularly  in

growth of national exports.

Yocational Training Corporation Receives International
Accreditation for Quality Management System

mman
The Vocational Training
Corporation (VTC) hasreceived
the ISO 9001 international
accreditation certificate for its
quality management system.
This accreditation applies to
the VTC's headquarters and
several of its institutes across
the Kingdom.
According to a statement issued
by the VIC on Monday: the
accreditation  includes  the
Jordanian Academy for Tourism
and Hospitality, the Madaba
Institute of Culinary Artsc and
the administration building in
the Central Region; the Princess
Taghreed Institute and the
TafilaInstitute for Womenin the
Southern Region;and the Ajloun
Vocational Training Institute in
the Northern Region.
The VTC noted that this
achievement was made possible
with the support of the World
University Service of Canada
(WISC) and in cooperation
with Bureau Veritas (BIVAC)

in Jordan. This collaboration
contributed to  enhancing
the VTC's readiness to meet
the requirements of the
international standard and
implement best practices in
quality management systems.

She explained that obtaining
this certification came after
completing a series of technical
and organizational phases
beginning with gap analysis:
followed by specialized training
programs that qualified 14
employees as internal auditors
to ensure the continued
application of quality standards
and the implementation of self-
audits. This process culminated
in gap closure and concluded
with a final audit conducted
in two phases according to the
highest international standards.
The Director General of the
organization,  Raafat Al-
Sawafin( praised the efforts of
the team that efficiently carried
out all stages of obtaining the
certification.  reflecting  the

advanced level of qualification
and accumulated expertise of
the organization's staff in the
fields of quality and institutional
development.

For his part: the Executive
Director of Bivac in Jordan:
Ahmed Al-Khawaja: stated that
this achievement is a significant
and shared accomplishment:
stemming from a belief in
the importance of developing
strategic plans. He emphasized
the need to maintain and
build upon this achievement:
especially given the availability
of supportive tools and
institutional infrastructure
within the organization. For
her parti Abeer Al-Majri
representative of “WISK” in
the Jordan office; explained
that this achievement opens up
broad and extended horizons
for future cooperation: which
enhances the impact of the
programs and serves the
development of the vocational
training system.

Huawel Organizes Event to Support
Digital Transiormation In jordan

mman
Huawei Jordan organized the “Huawei
Accelerate” event yesterday. Sunday:

aimed at supporting digital transformation
in Jordan. The event brought together a
select group of partners and clients. with
over 200 participants representing various
government sectors and companies.
Huawei’s latest innovations and success
stories in the educationi healthcare
financial services: internetservice providers
and government sectors were highlighted.
Martin Yuan: General Manager of Huawei
Jordan: emphasized the company’s
commitment to working alongside partners
to drive Jordan’s digital and smart future.
During a session titled “Jointly Building a
Digital and Smart Jordan.” Faisal Malik
Chief Technology Officer of Huawei
Enterprise Business in the Middle East and
North Africa. highlighted the company’s
ability to provide advanced technology
and scenario-based solutions—practical
industry-focused applications based on real
business needs—that form the core of the
Al-driven industrial transformation.

News

Jordanians:
Tighten your belts!

y

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

In a land where logic sometimes feels like an
unwelcome guest: those accustomed to lavish
feasts emerge to speak with unwavering
confidence about the "virtue of austerity."
They demand that people tighten their belts:
while their own belts: laden with privileges:
never seem to close. The scene requires little
analysis: belliesat the forefront: pockets never
empty: and voices lecturing on patience and
endurance as if poverty were a theoretical
subject taught in air-conditioned halls not a

daily reality.
They speak to you of rationalizing
consumptions yet they have never

experienced rationalizing their own luxuries.
They advise you to reduce expenses: while
their own spending knows no bounds. They
demand contentment: while they themselves
are never content except with more. It's
a laughable paradox... but a laugh tinged
with bitterness. Even worse: the discourse of
austerity is sometimes presented as a heroic
act. as if the citizen: barely able to make ends
meet: is expected to become a hero in a battle
he didn't choose. He is told to be patient; to
endure. to understand the circumstances:
while those same circumstances remain
untouched by the decision-making circles:
and don'tdareknock on the doors of privileges
and travel.

Austerity is not a flaw if it is a fair. collective
choice: starting from the top before reaching
the bottom. But when it becomes advice
from full stomachs to empty ones: then the
matter becomes more akin to dark irony
than economic policy. People don't reject
austerity because they reject discipline:
but because they are fed up with a flawed
equation: tightening belts for the poor and
loosening them for the rich. They don't reject
advice. but rather the double standards.
They want tangible justice. not speeches
delivered by the well-fed and those with
bulging pockets. Ultimately: perhaps the
problem isn't austerity itself but those who
promote it. Advice that comes from a full
pocket first passes through a bulging belly
before reaching the mind of the citizen. if it
reaches it at all.

Tightening belts... on whom? In every
economic crisis« the same slogan reappears:
tighten your belts. But the obvious question
that many ignore is: on whom is this being
demanded? For years: spending expanded
in areas that don't directly affect the lives of
citizens: and displays of luxury and privilege
emerged that are inconsistent with the
difficult economic reality. And now: when
the pressure intensifies; the ordinary citizen
is asked to bear the cost: as if the available
options didn't exist before. The low-income
employee with a meager salary: the retiree
whose pension is crushed by loans and debts:
the young man whose hair has turned gray
without finding a decent job... all of them
are already struggling and living under a
form of forced austerity. What more can be
tightened? True austerity doesn't begin with
the citizen's pocket: but with stopping waste:
reviewing priorities: and reducing unjustified
privileges. Only then does talk of tightening
belts become logical and acceptable. But to
leave the bloated bellies untouched while
asking the empty stomachs to be even more
patient is not reform; it's a distortion of
justice.

The painful irony is that this slogan is never
directed at those whose bellies are bulging
with privileges: nor at the pockets swollen by
astronomical salaries and bonuses that defy
logic and justice. There: no one speaks of
tightening belts; instead: austerity is tailored
to fit the scales of luxury and extravagance: as
it is presented to us. It appears as a collective
punishment for the poor: not a just reform
policy. Binding must begin at the top:
at the centers of power. with privileges:
with the waste that citizens only see in the
news. Asking the hungry to economize
on their hunger is not policy: but a cruel
paradox. Ultimately: people do not reject
austerity if it is fair. but they refuse to be the
only ones to pay the price: because empty
stomachs are not tightened... they are fed.
I was recently struck by a former minister's
calli made at a forum: for Jordanians to
confront the challenges Jordan faces due
to the regional crisis through austerity. He
claimed that much of what Jordanians spend
is unnecessary and considered a luxury: such
as spending on cigarettes and mobile phones
in addition to the wasteful fuel consumption
resulting from individual vehicle use.
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Fitch Rafings Affirms
Jordams Credit Rating at BB-

mman
Fitch Ratings announced that it
has affirmed Jordan's long-term foreign
currency issuer default rating at BB- with a
stable outlook: despite the ongoing security
challenges in the region.
In its report. the agency stated that the
affirmation reflects Jordan's economic
and financial stability. the resilience of the
national economy to external shocks: the
progress made in economic and financial
reforms. the strength of the banking system:
and the international support Jordan enjoys.
The agency forecasts that economic growth
rates will reach approximately 2.6 percent in
2026 despite the impact of security concerns
on the tourism sector and the decline in
tourist arrivals from Europe. This follows
a growth rate of 3 percent achieved in the
last quarter of 2025, supported by increased
government and foreign investment.
The agency indicated that economic growth
rates are expected to rise in 2027 driven
by increased capital spending: progress on
major projects including the national carrier
project: and increased trade with both Syria
and Iraq. At the international leveli the
agency noted that Jordan continues to enjoy
strong international support from donor
countries and organizations. The agency
also anticipated that Jordan would continue
implementing its national financial and
economic reform program in cooperation with
the International Monetary Fund. Regarding
financial indicators: the agency projected that
public debt as a percentage of GDP would
gradually decline starting in 2027.

Jordanians:
Tighten your belts!

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

Jordan Participates in Food and
Hospitality Exhibition in Singapore

mman

The Jordan Export House organized
Jordan's participation in the Food and
Hospitality Asia (FHA) Singapore 2026
exhibitioni which was recently held.
Fourteen Jordanian companies specializing
in the food and packaging industries
participated.
Accordingtoacompanystatementissued on
Monday: this participation comes within the
framework of ongoing efforts to open new
markets for Jordanian productsand enhance
their international competitiveness:
particularly in promising Asian markets.
This  participation complements the
outcomes of the royal visit to Singapore:
which  contributed to strengthening
economic and trade relations between the
two countries.

Labor Ministry: 49
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Violations Issued Against
Dairy Company for Failing to Pay Wages

Vocational Training Corporation Receives International
Accreditation for Quality Management System
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mman a dairy company since the mman management  system. This

The Ministry of Labor's beginning of 2025, and that The Vocational Training accreditation applies to the
spokesperson: Mohammad  inspection teams have issued Corporation  (VTC)  has VTC's headquarters and several
Al-Zayoud: confirmed that the 491 violations against the received the ISO 9001 of its institutes across the
ministry has been investigating company. In a statement issued international accreditation ~ Kingdom.

complaints from workers at

on Monday.

certificate  for its

quality

A meefing (o enhance electrical Interconnection and’
0as exchange hetween Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon

mman
Minister of Energy and
Mineral Resourcesi Dr. Saleh

Kharabsheh: affirmed that Jordan
is making significant progress in
strengthening cooperation with
its brothers in Syria and Lebanon
in the fields of natural gas and
electricity.

During a press conference
held on the sidelines of the
tripartite ministerial meeting
that brought together the
energy ministers of Jordan:
Syriac and Lebanon on Monday
in Amman: Kharabsheh stated
that the meetings addressed
ways to develop gas exchange
projects and utilize existing
infrastructure; in addition to
discussing ways to enhance
electrical interconnection. He
noted that technical teams have
been working over the past
period to prepare the necessary
studies and assessments for
upgrading the networks.

He added that these efforts have
reached advanced stages: paving
the way for an announcement
of the details in the near future
after finalizing the technical and
contractual aspects.

importing natural gas from
global markets via Jordan:
regasifying it and then supplying
it to Syria through the Arab Gas
Pipeline. which has contributed
to supporting the stability of the
energy sector there.

He confirmed that work is currently
underway to finalize similar
arrangements with the Lebanese
side( after the completion of gas
network repairs; in preparation for
moving to the full implementation

projects. For his part. Syrian
Energy Minister Mohammed al-
Bashir affirmed that the meeting
was a continuation of the existing
cooperation between the three
countries noting the success
of joint efforts in rehabilitating
sections of the Arab Gas Pipeline
and importing gas via Jordan. This:
he said: has positively impacted the
stability of Syria's electricity grid
and improved service levels.

Al-Bashir added that Syria is

electricity interconnection lines
withJordanandLebanon: indicating
that several interconnection lines
with Lebanon are ready and that
the necessary technical assessments
have been completed: allowing
for the activation of the electrical
interconnection in the near future.
He also stated that progress has
been made on projects to transport
gas to Lebanon via Syria; which will
contribute to boosting electricity
production and improving energy

Qharabsheh explained that the

current  cooperation includes of electrical  interconnection working on

rehabilitating  its

supplies in Lebanon.

Iain Continues Providing Health Services to University
of Jordan Students Through Free Mobile (linic

mman - Zain Jordan.

through its free mobile
clinic. continued its awareness
and  health  campaigns
in cooperation with the
University of Jordan - Faculty
of Dentistry and the Jordan
Hashemite Fund. providing
free examinations and oral
health awareness services to
university students.
According to a company
statement issued on Monday.
this initiative is an extension
of a series of programs and
tours conducted by Zain's
free mobile clinic. aiming
to reach various segments

prevention as a fundamental step provides the best comprehensive
of society in all governorates towards a healthier and more freehealthcareservices.including
of the Kingdom. providing sustainable society. The clinic. screening for communicable and
quality health services that in coordination and cooperation infectious ~diseases. follow-up
contribute to improving quality with the Ministry of Health and of chronic diseases. and dental
of life and promoting a culture of Jocal community institutions. health services.

Jordan records a decrease In traific accidents,
prompting calls to link urban planning with road saiety.

mman

Jordan joins the world in
observing World Traffic Day. which
falls on May 4th each year. and Arab
Traffic Week: which runs from May
4th to 10th. These events are part of
international efforts led by the World
Health Organization to promote
road safety and halve traffic fatalities
by 2030.
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In a statement issued on Monday: the
Higher Population Council explained
that despite continued population
growth and the concentration of 92%
of the population in the northern half
of the Kingdom: the total number
of traffic accidents is projected to
decrease by 1.6% in 2025 compared
to 2024. The number of fatalities also
declined by 6.1%: and the severity
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rate of traffic accidents decreased
over the past five years: reaching
0.062 in 2025 compared to 0.07 in
2021. The Council emphasized that
the traffic situation in Jordan has a
demographic dimension that must
be considered: noting that 5.3 million
people are currently under the age
of 20. This means that the number
of drivers and new vehicles will
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grow rapidly in the coming years.
He warned against the continued
unbalanced population distribution
and the expansion of urban
development around major cities in
the northwest of the Kingdom which
leads to increased population density
and traffic congestion. and damages
agricultural land and the rural family
economy.
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Planting 100 Seedlings at “Roses
and Amar” Event to Support the
Environment and Bee Economy

man
The “Hand in Hand” Association
for  Economic =~ Empowerment  and
Entrepreneurship. in cooperation with
the Ministry of Agriculture; the Royal
Botanic Garden: the Jordanian Beekeepers
Association: and the Jordan University of
Science and Technology: organized the
“Roses and Amar” event as part of the “Plan
B” project. The event aimed to support the
bee environment and promote the concept of
a bee-based economy in Jordan.
TheeventwasheldattheRoyal Botanic Garden
in Tel al-Rumman: Jerash Governorate; and
involved planting 100 seedlings of plants that
attract bees. More than 60 people interested
in environmental issues participated: the
majority of whom were young people: with a
notable presence of young women.
Nawal Hassan; Director of the Plan B Jordan
project. stated that the event aimed to support
biodiversity and enhance the environment for
pollinators. It also included a tour of the Royal
Botanic Garden facilitiesc field agricultural
activitiess, and awareness sessions on the
importance of bees in maintaining ecological
balance and supporting the local economy. The
head of the Jordanian Beekeepers Association:
Dr. Mohammad Rababa’ai presented an
overview of the bee life cycle and the sector’s
importance in supporting the environment and
the economy. He also showcased the diverse
range of bee products: including food: personal
care products: beeswaxi and therapeutic
products. For his part: the head of the
International Federation of Beekeepersin Jordan,
Muath Qaddam: highlighted the importance of
cooperation between the European Union and
the “Hand in Hand” Association within the
framework of the Plan B project.




