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Jordan Bar Association:
1,232 Applicants for
Licensing Exam, Results
to Be Announced in May
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How Syria is Jordan Post
dismantling IRGC Warns of
networks, deepening Online Fraud
Gulf Arab ties Messages
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Rubio to visit Vatican,
Rome after Trump row

OME: US Secretary

Marco Rubio will visit Rome
and the Vatican this week: an Italian
government source said Sunday: just
weeks after a clash between Donald
Trump and Pope Leo.
Rubio: who is a Catholic is expected to
meet Vatican Secretary of State Pietro
Parolin and Italian Foreign Minister
Antonio Tajani( the source told AFP.
Italian media reported that he would also
meet Defense Minister Guido Crosetto
during the Thursday-Friday visit.
The meetings come several weeks after
US President Trump’s extraordinary
criticism of Pope Leo XIV over the
Catholic leader’s anti-war rhetoric.
Trump also dismissed Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni — one of his
closest European allies — as lacking
courage after she defended the US
pontiff.
Italian media on Sunday presented
Rubio’s visit as a meeting to “thaw”

of State

relations.

Since taking over as leader of the world’s
1.4 billion Catholics on May 8; 2025
following the death of Pope Francis: Leo
hascriticized the Trump administration’s
crackdown on immigration.

But it was his increasing anti-war
rhetoric: particularly following the US-
Israeli attack on Iran¢ that triggered
Trump’s ire.

Leo on April 7 declared Trump’s threat
to destroy Iran “unacceptable” and
urged Americans to demand that US
lawmakers “work for peace.”

The US president subsequently slammed
the pontiff in a social media post as
“WEAK on Crime: and terrible for
Foreign Policy.”

Trump also said he was “not a big fan of
Pope Leo” and that he does not “want a
pope who thinks it’s OK for Iran to have
a nuclear weapon.”

Meloni condemned as “unacceptable”
Trump’s criticism — prompting the
president to turn his fire on her.

“I'm shocked at her. I thought she had
courage. but I was wrong” the US
president said in an interview with Italian
daily Corriere della Sera.

He also accused Meloni — a far-right
leader who has sought to act as a bridge
between diverging US and European
views — of failing to help the United
States with NATO.

Trump has threatened to pull US troops
from Italy: saying Rome “has not been of
any help to us” in the Iran war.

He has made a similar threat toward
Spain( while the Pentagon has announced
it is withdrawing 5.000 US troops from
Germany.

China rejects US sanctions on
refineries over Iran oil links

EIJING: China will not comply

with US sanctions against five firms
targeted for purchasing Iranian oil
Beijing’s commerce ministry said on
Saturday.
China is a key customer for Iranian oil
mainly through independent “teapot”
refineries that rely on discounted crude
from the Islamic republic.
The United States: seeking to choke
off revenue to Tehran: has ramped up
sanctions on such refineries.
The commerce ministry’s injunction
relating to  sanctions announced
separately since last year: states that the
US measures “shall not be recognized:
implemented: or complied with.”
The sanctions “improperly prohibit
or restrict Chinese enterprises from
conducting normal economic trade and
related activities with third countries...
and violate international law and the
basic norms governing international
relations.” the ministry said in a
statement.
“The  Chinese  government  has
consistently opposed unilateral sanctions
lacking UN authorization and a basis in

international law.”

The injunction applies to three
companies in Shandong province —
Shandong  Jincheng  Petrochemical
Group: Shandong Shouguang Luging
Petrochemical and Shandong Shengxing
Chemical — and two others based
elsewherein China. HengliPetrochemical
(Dalian) Refinery and Hebei Xinhai
Chemical Group.

Washington imposed on  Friday
sanctions on yet another Chinese firm
which it said had imported “tens of
millions of barrels” of Iranian crude oil¢
generating billions of dollars in revenue
for Tehran.

The firm Qingdao Haiye Oil Terminal
Co.. Ltd.. was not mentioned in the
commerce ministry’s injunction.

The latest sanctions come as Washington
and Tehran have been locked in a
diplomatic standstille with no permanent
resolution in sight for the conflict that
erupted with US-Israeli strikes on Iran in
late February.

US President Donald Trump is due
to visit China for talks with leader Xi
Jinping later this month.

Activists’ detention deepens Spain-
Israel tensions as aid Sroup says
_men have begun hunger strike

OLARES: Spain: Spain’s foreign

minister on Saturday called for the
immediate release of an activist detained
by Israel after an aid flotilla bound for
Gaza was intercepted by the Israeli navy
in international waters.
Saif Abukeshek: a dual Spanish-Swedish
citizen of Palestinian origin: was detained
for questioning in Israel on Saturday
along with Thiago Avila of Brazil. A legal
aid group said both men had launched a
hunger strike.
Dozens of other activists were picked up
by the Greek coast guard following the
Israeli action and taken to the island of

Crete.

“This is a case of illegal detention
in international waters: outside the
jurisdiction of Israeli authorities. I have
made this clear to my Israeli counterpart.”
José Manuel Albares said in an interview
with public radio.

An Israel-based legal advocacy group:
the Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights
in Israeli or Adalah: said it had visited
the two men at a detention site in the
Israeli port city of Ashkelon. It said both
reported being on a hunger strike after
allegedly being repeatedly beaten while
in custody.
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How Myria IS dismantling IRG(C
networks, deepening Guli Arab fies

ONDON: As

Syria’s  transitional
government deepens ties
with Arab Gulf states
it is also quietly trying
to dismantle one of the
most entrenched legacies
of the war — Iran’s
military and economic
influence.
Syria’s partnership with
the Gulf countries has
been  building since
late 2024 after a rebel
offensive toppled Bashar
Assad’s regime. Since
theni Saudi ~ Arabia
especially has moved to
deepen cooperation with
the interim government
of Ahmad Al-Sharaa.
In May last year: Saudi
Arabia persuaded US
President Donald Trump
to lift sanctions on Syria
and helped facilitate a
meeting between Trump
and Al-Sharaa in Riyadh.
The move marked a
major diplomatic shift
and put Syria on a path
toward international
reintegration.
Yet closer ties with Gulf
states are only part of the
story. For Syria’s new
leadership: attracting
Arab capital also means
loosening the networks

that Iran spent years
building  inside  the
country.

Iran one of Assad’s key
allies during the civil
war, had  embedded
itself in Syria’s military:
political and economic
institutions. Those
networks, analysts say:
cannot be dismantled
overnight.

“The situation here is
much more complicated
than it appears:” a
Damascus-based security
expert told Arab News on
condition of anonymity.
“Even  though  the
leadership is trying to
move in that direction
and distance itself from
the axis of resistance
on the ground there are
still many groups and
individuals who remain
closely tied to that same
axis. So¢ the intention
and the plan are there( but
it’s going to take time.”
The “axis of resistance”
is a loose. Iran-backed
network of armed groups
and some state-linked
forces across the Middle
East that defines itself in
opposition to Israel and
the US.

The  alliance; bound
together by the
extraterritorial Quds
Force of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard

Corps: influences Iran’s
relationships in Lebanon
Iraqc Yemen: Gaza and:
at times. Syria.
Iran’s reach
extended far
politics and
It is also
to  have
itself  into  lucrative
sectors: including
telecommunications.
real estate. ports and
phosphates.

A December 2022
investigation by  the
Organized Crime and
Corruption  Reporting
Project and the Syrian
Network  Observatory
found  that  mobile
operator Wafa Telecomu
established in 2017, had
ownership links to figures

in Syria
beyond
security.
believed
embedded

and companies tied to
the IRGC: despite efforts
to present it as Syrian-
owned.

Syria’s new authorities
now appear increasingly
willing to confront the
remnants of Iran-linked
networks.

On April 21¢ Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman met Al-Sharaa
in Jeddah. The two
leaders discussed ways
to strengthen bilateral
tiesc “particularly in the
economic and investment
fields and  regional
connectivity projects.”
The meeting highlighted
Saudi Arabia’s growing
role as a  central
diplomatic and economic
player in Syria’s postwar
reintegration. For both
governments: the broader
goal is to turn renewed
political engagement into
tangible economic gains.
“President Al-Sharaa
needs Saudi investment,”
Joshua Landis; director
of the Center for Middle
East Studies at the
University of Oklahomay
told Arab News. The
Saudi crown prince “can
spur that along.”

Two days before Al-
Sharaa’s visit to Saudi
Arabia¢ Syria’s Interior

Ministry said security
forces had foiled a
“sabotage plot” by a

“Hezbollah-linked  cell”
in the southern province
of Quneitra.

The cell had planned to
use Syrian territory to
mount a cross-border
attack( state news agency
SANA reported.

The April 19 incident
was the latest in “several
attempts to destabilize the
country and undermine
public  security,”  the

ministry  said¢ adding
that the alleged plot
involved remnants of

Assad’s former regime
and individuals linked to
Hezbollah.

Authorities reported a
similar case earlier in
the month. On April
11 the Interior Ministry
said its counterterrorism

directorate had foiled
a planned attack
near the  Mariamite
Cathedral in Damascus
and that preliminary
investigations ~ showed
the cell was linked to
Hezbollah.

Hezbollah however:

denied the accusations:
calling them “false and
fabricated.”

Inastatementon April 12,
the Iran-backed Lebanese
group said it “has no
activity, connection: or

relationship with any
party in Syria.” adding
that it has no presence on
Syrian territory.

The effort to curb Iran-
aligned influence has
also extended to Syria’s
borders.

On April 15 Syrian
authorities said they had
discovered a tunnel in
the southern countryside
of Homs province that
extended into Lebanon
and seized weapons and
ammunition depots
allegedly prepared for
smuggling: according to
Syrian state TV channel
Al-Ekhbariya.

There was no immediate
comment from Lebanon.
Hussein Chokr: a Beirut-
based policy expert: said
dismantling institutions
once linked to the IRGC
is driven less by Gulf
pressure than by the
new leadership’s need
to consolidate power
at home. “Eliminating
the remnants of figures
previously linked to the
Islamic ~ Revolutionary
Guard Corps: who could
potentially form a future
sphere of influence: is
more of a domestic Syrian
demand: particularly for
the new regime. rather
than a Gulf demand.”
Chokr told Arab News.
“No system that comes
to power through the full
exclusion of the previous
order is likely to tolerate
remnants of that old order
retaining even limited
levers of influence.” he
said. “To do so would
risk  undermining its
narrative and legitimacy
in the eyes of those who
backed its exclusionary
rise to power.”

Stilll  removing  those
networks is only one part
of Syria’s challenge.

Even before the US-
Israel war with Irang
Chokr: said the barriers
to Gulf investment were
formidable.

Those obstacles include
“a decayed institutional
structure: legislation that
does not meet investor
needs: uncertainty
over the commercial
feasibility of investment:
and a fragile domestic
environment operating
under economic
constraints that had not
yet entered a genuine path
to recovery.” he said.
“After the regional war
(began). unfortunately:
those structural problems
remain intact.”

Indeed¢  Syria’s  new
authorities inherited an
economy hollowed out
by nearly 14 years of civil

wari mismanagement
and  sanctions. The
country  still  faces

damaged infrastructure:

a weakened currency:
fragmented markets
and an entrenched war
economy.

Even so: there are early
signs of recovery and
reintegration. Many
sanctions have been lifted:
and the international
community has resumed
high-level  engagement
with Damascus.

That reopening: however.

is  unfolding against
a  volatile  regional
backdrop. On  Feb.

28 the US and Israel
launched a joint attack
on Iran, which retaliated
by targeting its Arab
neighbors: Israel and
Jordan.

A two-week ceasefire
was announced on April
8 and later extended
indefinitely by the US.
but disrugsqqqqqqqqq
For Iran( Assad’s fall
was widely seen as a
major strategic defeat.
For Syria: it accelerated
a reorientation toward
Saudi Arabia Turkiyes
Qatarc the West and
sanctions reliefi rather
than a return to Tehran’s
orbit.

Soc while Iran-linked
interests may still linger:
they no longer appear to
set the direction of the
Syrian state.

Ghassan ~ Ibrahim( a
London-based  Syrian
analyst and head of the
Global Arab Network:
said Syria’s connection
to the axis of resistance
was effectively severed
with the fall of Assad’s
government on Dec. &
2024.

“Once the Assad regime
fellc it became clear that
this was never really
about the Syrian people.”
Ibrahim told Arab News.
“There was no clear
segment of the Syrian
population that genuinely
supported the axis of
resistance; it was entirely
tied to the regime itself.
“Once the regime fell,
everything connected to
it fell with it. including
Iran’s influence. I believe
Syria became one of
the leading countries
in pushing back against
Iran.”

Syria’s wartime patronage
networks have also been
reshaped. “Even  the
war economy has been
completely restructured:
and the new government
and public institutions are
not linked to Iran at all;”
Ibrahim said.
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Higher Population Council: Divorce
Rate Reaches 3.3% for Men and 5.6%
ior Women Aged 25 and Above

he Higher Population Council said in a

statement issued on Sunday that 67.3% of
Jordanian women aged 15 and above have ever
been married: compared to 56.9% of Jordanian
men in the same age group. The figures include
those currently married: as well as divorced
and widowed individuals of both sexes.
The council added that when excluding
the youngest age group (15-19 years). the
percentage of those who have ever been
married rises to 66.7% among males and 77.5%
among females.
It noted that polygamy among Jordanian men
is rare. with only about 1.3% of married men
having more than one wife—equivalent to
approximately 39,000 married men. The low
prevalence of polygamy in Jordan is attributed
to the fact that men who marry a second wife
often divorce their first wife beforehand.
meaning they remain with only one spouse.
As a resultt monogamy remains the dominant
pattern in the country.
The statement showed that the divorce rate
among Jordanians aged 25 and above stands at
3.3% for men and 5.6% for women.
It also revealed a significant gap in widowhood
rates between men and women. Among those
aged over 60: less than 1% of men are widowed.
compared to 42% of women—amounting to
around 3,000 widowers versus approximately
221,000 widows.

Jordan Bar Association:
1,232 Applicants ior Licensing Exam,
Resulis to Be Announced in May

he Jordan Bar Association announced

that approximately 1.232 candidates
have applied for the current session of the
professional licensing (bar) exam: according
to board member Waleed Al- Adwan.
Al-Adwan told Al-Mamlaka TV that the exam
results will be announced during May and will
be sent directly to candidates via SMS after
the completion of marking and verification
procedures. He added that the licensing exam
is held twice annually—in April and October—
with no exceptional sessions. in accordance
with the association’s regulations.
He explained that the marking process is
overseen by a specialized committee from
within the association: composed of members
of the general assembly with more than 25
years of professional experience: ensuring the
highest standards of accuracy and integrity.
Al-Adwan noted that trainee lawyers who
pass the exam become eligible to sit for the
oral examination at the association: as a step
toward taking the legal oath after completing
all required training. He added that the
number of practicing lawyers who have paid
their annual subscriptions stands at around
18.000: reflecting the growing size of the legal
profession in Jordan.

Third Edition of Game
Design Week Launched

mman
Mays Al Ward: a company specializing in
mobile game development technology: launched
the third edition of its “Game Design Week”
initiative under the theme “When Opportunity
Reaches Everyone.” representing a practical
model of its empowerment philosophy.
According to a company statement released
on Sunday: the initiative. which is touring the
Kingdom’s governorates: reflects the belief that
talent is not limited by geographical location
and that opportunities should be accessible to
everyone: including those in the capital.

da el

Jordan Post Warns ol
Online Fraud Messages

nas Abu  Al-Sundus:

Director of Information
Technology at Jordan Post
confirmed that official
messages sent by the company
are delivered as SMS text
messages only. without logos
or multimedia content: and are
sent under the name “Jordan
Post.”
He explained that fraudulent
messages usually come in
the form of emails received
on smartphones and often
include logos or multimedia
elements. These are not
legitimate SMS messages. He
urged the public to ignore
such scam messages: noting
that Jordan Post has an
official fixed contact number
in addition to a dedicated call
center to handle inquiries.
Abu Al-Sundus stated that
Jordan Post has official websites
and smart applications:
including  «<www.jordanpost.
com.jos(http://www.
jordanpost.com.jo).  <www.
myjobox.jos(http://www.
myjobox.jo). the “Jo-Post” app:
and the “Bareed Cash” app. He
emphasized that these platforms
can be easily distinguished from
any external links that do not
belong to Jordan Post.
He stressed that Jordan Post
does not request any personal
or banking information from
customers via text messages or
links: except when a specific
service is requested and solely
for verification purposes. He
also noted that delivery fees
are paid only through the
“eFawateercom”  service or

in cash upon receipt of the
shipment.

He pointed out that the most
common complaints relate to
fake messages impersonating
Jordan Post a practice that
also extends to other delivery
companies. In such fraudulent
messages. the company’s logo is
copied from the official website
and embedded in emails sent to
citizens. using names such as
“Jordan Post.” “Post Office.” or
similar variations.

Abu Al-Sundus said that Jordan
Postreportsthesemessagestothe
relevant authorities; including
the Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission.
cybersecurity authorities; and
the Cybercrime Unit: as soon as
cases of fraud or impersonation
are detected.

He added that customers can
send any suspicious message
to Jordan Post for verification:
confirming that all such
messages are fraudulent since
the company does not send
paymentlinks. Heurged citizens
to ignore suspicious messages:
avoid clicking on any attached

links. and remain cautious: as
these links may lead to websites
designed to steal personal data
or solicit payments.

Jordan Post had previously

warned citizens about fake
SMS and email messages
impersonating the company

and carrying its logo. These
messages claim there is missing
delivery information or that a
shipment could not be delivered
due to an incomplete address:
or they ask recipients to update
their details.

The  company  confirmed
that it has filed reports with
the Cybercrime Unit at the
Public Security Directorate to
identify the sources of these
messages: whether inside or
outside Jordan: and to take the
necessary legal measures.
Jordan Post stressed the
importance of ignoring and
deleting such messages and
advised the public not to engage
with them in any way. It also
urged customers to verify the
authenticity of any message by
contacting customer service at
(06200 5777).

Calls for Greater Access to Iniormation
Jordan Press Association Voices

Reservations 001' (lobal Freedom Indices,

arking  World  Press

Freedom Day: the Jordan
Press Association affirmed that
the overall health of media and
journalistic work 1is directly
linked to the flow of information
from official sources to media
outlets and journalists. This:
it said( ensures the public’s
right to know and strengthens
a professionali accurate media
environment.
The association praised
directives from King Abdullah
IT supporting the empowerment
of media institutions and
the facilitation of access to
information which promotes
the practice of journalism with
both freedom and responsibility
while fostering a more open and
balanced media landscape.
Atthe same time the association
expressed reservations about
certain international indices
that measure public freedoms:
arguing that they place Jordan
in lower rankings compared to
entities where journalists face
serious violations: including
killings and arrests in the West
Bank( Gaza Strip and Lebanon.
It also pointed to restrictions on
media outlets and limitations on
publishing information in those
areas.
The association said such
comparisons lack accuracy and
fairness in some respects and do
not adequately reflect the reality
of the media environment in

Jordan.
It stressed that Jordan has
never  witnessed incidents

of journalists being killed or
kidnapped: describing this as an
important indicator that should

be strengthened as part of efforts
to protect freedoms and ensure
a safe working environment for
journalists.

The association added that it
will present its position on these
international indicators during

the upcoming  conference
of global journalists’ unions
scheduled to be held in Paris
on May 4 aiming to provide a
balanced and realistic picture of
the state of media and freedoms
in Jordan.

It also announced plans to
issue a comprehensive report
on the media landscape and
press freedoms in Jordan—the
first since 2017—in an effort to
offer an updated and objective
assessment of the challenges
and opportunities facing the
sector.

The association warned of
the growing spread of what it
described as a “misinformation
epidemic.” driven by rapid
technological ~ advancements:
particularly  the increasing
use of artificial intelligence
tools to mislead audiences and
spread inaccurate or fabricated
content.

In this context. it stressed
that keeping pace with such
developments is no longer

optional but a professional
necessity. It called on media
institutions and journalists
to invest in training and
capacity-building to effectively
use modern AI tools. both to
enhance content quality and to
detect and combat fake news.
The association also urged
facilitating the work of media
institutions and ensuring the
regular and transparent flow of
information and data: enabling
journalists to perform their
duties effectively and helping
curb the spread of rumors and
misinformation in the fast-
evolving digital space.

It further warned against
conflating professional
journalism  conducted by
established institutions with

individuals falsely claiming to
be journalists. noting that such
confusion undermines media
credibility and negatively affects
public trust.

Finally,  the
emphasized

association
that some
legislation regulating media
work still requires review
and modernization to further
expand public and press
freedoms and keep pace with
rapid developments in the media
landscape.

News

Astronomical salaries in
social security: Are they
now for the rich at the
expense of the poor?

-

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

While social security is supposed to be a
safety net for the most vulnerable: legitimate
questions are rising in the Jordanian street:
How can one system grant a retiree a pension
in the tens of thousands of dinars. while
another barely receives a few hundred dinars:
barely enough to cover their daily needs? Is
what we are witnessing today justice: or a
widening gap?

The stark paradox needs little explanation.
While some pensions reach astronomical
figures. thousands of retirees live on
pensions below the minimum requirement
for a dignified life. Here: the question is
no longer technicali but rather ethical and
social: Was social security established to
maintain the standard of living for the
affluent: or to protect those who dedicated
their lives to work from poverty and need? In
theory: the social security system is based on
a clear principle: "To each his own:" meaning
that those who earned higher salaries during
their working years and contributed more
will receive a higher pension. This is purely
an insurance principle. perfectly sound
from a mathematical standpoint. However:
the problem arises when this principle
transforms into a deep social divide: creating
two classes of retirees: one living in luxury:
and another struggling to survive.

The flaw here lies not only in the numbers
but also in the philosophy. Social security
is not a private insurance company: but an
institution with a social dimension meant to
restore some balance to society: not reflect
its sharp inequalities. When the gap between
the highest and lowest pensions becomes
so vastc we are faced with a system that is
mathematically fair but lacks social justice.
The issue doesn't stop at the gap; it extends
to a general feeling of injustice. A retiree
receiving one or two hundred dinars doesn't
consider actuarial equations; but rather
their ability to pay rent. buy medicine:
and provide for their family's needs. Here:
justice becomes a tangible: not a theoretical:
concept. No oneis calling for the confiscation
of the rights of those who contributed more:
but conversely: the responsibility of the state
and its institutions to protect a minimum
level of human dignity cannot be ignored.
The existence of tens of thousands of retirees
below the poverty line is not just a statistic:
but a warning that demands serious review.
What is needed today is not to dismantle
the system: but to recalibrate its compass.
Raising the minimum pension: reviewing
the upper limitsc and strengthening the
solidarity component within the systemareall
possible steps that can restore balance without
compromising financial sustainability. In
more than one meeting: insurance and
social protection expert Musa Al-Subaihi
emphasized that any amendment to the
Social Security Law that does not prioritize
social justice is incomplete and unacceptable.
In a Facebook posti Al-Subaihi stated that
it is cruciali when discussing amendments
to the law: to find bold solutions to address
the "distortion" in pensions and ensure the
dignity of retirees. He outlined four main
proposals to achieve this:

First: Protecting low pensions: Article (89/A)
must be amended to mandate a periodic
increase to the minimum pension every
five years. immediately: to prevent retirees
from being caught in the cycle of inflation:
especially given the already low pensions.
Second: Stopping the hemorrhage of
"astronomical pensions": It is unjust for 298
retirees to receive pensions averaging 7.000
dinars with an annual expenditure of 25
million dinars from the funds of workers and
laborers. This necessitates the inclusion of a
clear and explicit legal provision that aligns
with the concept of "fair income security."
which underpins the philosophy of social
security. These salaries should be reduced so
that they do not exceed the approved wage
ceiling: and any surplus should be directed
to support the sustainability of the fund for
all. There is no legitimacy to acquired rights if
they conflict with the national public interest
and the interests of the majority of the people:
and if they originate from imbalances and
loopholes in legislation and policies. Third:
Creatingasocial solidarity system from within
the insurance system: Wages that currently
exceed the upper limits must be regulated
to ensure that their contributions serve the
interest of the insurance system as a whole:
and not just to maximize the salaries of a
limited group at the expense of the majority.




China rejects US sanctions on
refineries over Iran oil links

BEUING: China will not
comply with US sanctions

Higher P-opulaiion Council: Divorce Rate Reaches 3.3%
for Men and 5.6% for Women Aged 25 and Above

he  Higher
Council said in a statement
issued on Sunday that 67.3% of
Jordanian women aged 15 and
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widowed individuals of both
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above have ever been married:  sexes.
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commerce ministry said on
Saturday.

from the Islamic republic.
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The Crown Prince inspects the Aqaba International Motor Racing Track and Aqaba City Park lll'0i0(3[h

Crown Prince: Ensuring the provision ol high-
quality recreational and community spaces

@ Crown Prince: The importance
of completing the two projects
during this summer

Princess Taghrid Foundation
Concludes Project to Empower
Girls Without Family Support

mman
AThe Princess Taghrid Foundation for
Development and Training celebrated
the conclusion of the "Ignite" project
which empowered girls aged 1418-
from various care homes without family
support. The project was supported
by the René Moawad Foundation and
the International Rescue Committee
(IRC?. The event was attended by Her
Royal Highness Princess Rajwa bint Ali
Minister of Social Development Wafaa
Bani Mustafa; and a representative
from the René Moawad Foundation
in Lebanon. In her remarks at the
event: which was also attended by
representatives of international and
local organizations and several of the
Princess Ta%hrid Foundation's strategic
partners; the Minister of Social
Development stated that the success of
care programs extends beyond practical
and economic aspects: positively
impacting the psychological well-being
of participants and contributing to their
self-confidence and self-esteem.

qaba

His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II
inspected the progress of work on
the Aqaba International Circuit
and City Park projects on Sunday.
During his visits to the two sites:
His Royal Highness emphasized
the importance of completing the
projectsaccordingto the established
timelines and in accordance
with the highest technical and
engineering standards.
He stressed the necessity of
completing both projects this
summer to ensure Aqaba's position
as a comprehensive tourism and
development destination.
During his visit to the circuit site

operator for the track in
accordance with best international
practices: highlighting the project's
economic importance.

During his visit to the park project:
His Royal Highness emphasized
the importance of ensuring
the provision of high-quality
recreational and community spaces
and establishing a sustainable
operation and maintenance plan
for the facilities.

His Royal Highness listened to
a briefing from Hussein Safadi
CEO of the Aqaba Development
Corporation: on the progress and
completion rates of both projects:
as well as future operational and

V¢1¢6 dunams and includes a main
racetrack designed for future
Formula ¥ and higher classification
races: in addition to a go-karting
training  trackk a -4+dunam
paddock: and a - \:\Msquare-meter
building to serve the track.

six sports fields with green surfaces:
numerous plazas; a grandstand
with a capacity of V(V++ people:
pedestrian and bicycle paths: green
spaces: and other facilities.

His Highness was accompanied on
both visits by the Director of the

Astronomical salaries In
social security: Are they

now for the rich at the His Royal Highness indicated management plans. Al-Safadi Regarding the parki Al-Safadi Crown Prince's Officec Dr. Zaid
expense oi the poor? w need to select the appropriate explained that the project spans stated that the project will feature Al-Baqain.

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

Anti-narcotics unit dismantles drug
(rafficking network oi 9 people

mman

The media spokesperson for the
Public Security Directorate stated that
a special investigative team from the
Anti-Narcotics Department has been
monitoring a drug trafficking network
in the capital for the past three weeks.
During this period¢ the team has
been observing several suspects and
individuals with prior drug-related
convictions after receiving information
about their formation of a large-scale
drug distribution network operating in

The Free and Development Zones Authority s preparing
10 launch three major fourism projects in the Dead Sea.

The Jordan Free and
fugoiillg &yl glaliol agisll

Al-Helou leads the first round oi
the Jordan Driit Championship

Anas Al-Helou dominated the first round
of the Jordan Drift Championship. held
last Thursday and Friday at the Dead Sea
Circuit (Jordan Rally Arena).

Thirty-one drivers from Jordan: Palestine:
and Egypt participated in the race: organized
by the Jordan Motorsport Federation and
sponsored by Zain Jordan. Al-Helou (BMW
E46) secured first place and the title after a
stunning performance in the final. Ghaith
Abu Ta'a (Toyota Altezza) came in second:
Suhail Al-Asbah (Palestine) (BMW E46)

Development Zones Group
is preparing to launch three
major tourism projects at the
Dead Sea: coinciding with
the Kingdom's Independence
Day celebrations. This move
reflects a qualitative shift in
the development of one of
the world's most important

finished thirdc and Abdullah Hamada tourist destinations. i : various areas of Amman.

(BMW E92) came in fourth. Rakan Zash In a statement released 'I,'_,il—'il_,il--II Jo—do The spokesperson confirmed that after
won the Rookie Cup: while Mira Tarzi took Sunday: the Group said DEVELCH [CRDAM gathering information and tracking
the Ladies' Cup. The qualifying rounds were the projects—the Dead Sea the suspects: the investigative team
held on Thursday amidst fierce competition: Corniche: the Dead Sea identified nine members of the network:

Beach Resort: and the Dead
Sea Walkway—represent

with 24 drivers advancing to the final round
held on Friday. In the qualifying matches

including three women used as cover.
The team also uncovered their methods

stated that the Dead Sea
Corniche project constitutes

the Corniche: the Walkway:
and the beach: in a festive

for the top 16¢ Rakan Zash defeated Saleh the beginning of a new phase atmosphere reflecting the a cornerstone in the region's of concealment: which included the use
Shaqdoum: Mu'ayyad Yousef defeated Alaa aimed at redefining the visitor spirit of independence and tourism transformation. It of a large number of vehicles with clearly
Arslan, Fares Sarar defeated Hamdi Abu experience and transforming combining  entertainment, transcends the concept of marked identifiers: as well as several
Suneina; Ra'fat Haroun defeated Nidal Abu the Dead Sea into a vibrant: cylture, and national identity. a "traditional promenade;" apartments.

Hamad: Muhammad Al-Fuqaha defeated year-round entertainment and This will further enhance offering a comprehensive The media spokesperson added that after
Mahmoud Shaddad: Mira Tarzi defeated tourism hub. the Dead Sea's presence as a model for an open-air gathering all the necessary information and
Ammar Al-Habahbeh: Ibrahim Al-Basha The statement added that vibrant tourist destination. entertainment city stretching identifying the locations of the network
defeated Muhammad Ka'oushi and Thaer the opening will coincide The Chairman of the Board 1.1 kilometers: combining members. security teams raided their

Al-Ja'fari defeated Ali Al-Mahdi.

with the launch of major
national events held along

of Directors of the Group:
Engineer Sakher Al-Ajlouni

visual appeal with a holistic
interactive experience.

Arab Potash Company achieves
60 million dinars in consolidated proi1its

mman

Arab Potash Company (APC)
achieved strong financial and
operational performance during
the first quarter of 2026 driven by
significant revenue growth and a
marked improvement in operational
efficiency. This occurred while the
company continued to navigate
regional challenges that impacted

J90 yliaat | colee - (ke dalmall ) dllfdall L1y SU) ¢ Ld - Gles 1 Gl giadl
5056222: 5Me M| mwde
5056223:5Ma¥ uSd
/Y NE/A\VEA raclagh Adst) 2 &)Y @d)

ad@shaabjo.com : s i Jeas!
m@shaabjo.com : GMe¥! Juas!

shipping patterns and supply chains
with resilience.

Financial data showed that the
company achieved net profits
exceeding JD 60 million during the
first quarter of this year. compared to
JD 46.9 million for the same period
last year: representing a growth rate
of 28%: after accounting for income
tax; provisions: and mining fees.
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Operating profit from potash
operations also increased by 88%
to reach JD 82.5 million: compared
to JD 43.8 million during the same
period last year. Consolidated
net sales revenue reached JD 206
million: compared to JD 161 million.
an increase of 28%: clearly indicating
efficient operations management and
enhanced operational performance.
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locations and vehicles simultaneously. All
were arrested after some resisted arrest.
Large quantities of narcotics prepared
for sale were seized from the apartments
and vehicles they used (\ kg of crystal
methamphetamine ¥ slabs of hashish( and
thousands of narcotic pills( in addition to
other quantities of these substances already
cutc packaged: and ready for sale). All
were referred to the State Security Court
prosecutor.

In the Azraq district a balloon arriving
from across the border was detected
tracked: intercepted: and brought down.
Inside: Vi +++ narcotic pills were found. An
investigation was launched to identify the
balloon's recipient.




