Trump vows to

push Xi to ‘open

up’ China at
superpower summit
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China urges
Pakistan step up
mediation in Middle
East: state media
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A seminar explores
prospects for economic
cooperation hetween
Jordan and Hungary
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News

Trump says Stopping Iran’s nuclear program
outweighs Americans’ economic pain

ASHINGTON: US

Donald Trump said on Tuesday
that Americans’ financial struggles are
not a factor in his decision-making as
he seeks to negotiate an end to the Iran
war, saying that preventing Tehran from
acquiring a nuclear weapon is his top
priority.
Asked by a reporter to what extent
Americans’ financial situations
were motivating him to strike a
deali Trump said: “Not even a little
bit.”
“The only thing that matters; when I'm
talking about Iran: they can’t have a
nuclear weapon.” Trump said before
departing the White House for a trip to
China. “I don’t think about Americans’
financial situation. I don’t think about
anybody. I think about one thing: We
cannot let Iran have a nuclear weapon.
That’s all. That’s the only thing that

motivates me.”

President

Communications  Director  Steven
Cheung said that Trump’s “ultimate
responsibility is the safety and security
of Americans. Iran cannot have a
nuclear weapon: and if action wasn’t
taken: they’d have one: which threatens
all Americans.”

Trump is under growing pressure
from fellow Republicans who fear
economic pain caused by the war
could spark a backlash against the
party and cost it control of the House
of Representatives and possibly the
Senate in November.

Rising energy costs linked to the Iran
conflict have pushed up gasoline prices
and contributed to inflation.

US consumer inflation in April posted its
largest gain in three years: according to
data released on Tuesday.

Trump framed his approach as a
matter of national and global security:
suggesting economic concerns were
secondary to preventing nuclear
proliferation.

US intelligence assessments: however:
indicate that the time Iran would
need to build a nuclear weapon has
not changed since last summer: when
analysts estimated that a US-Israeli
attack had increased the timeline to nine
months to a year. according to three
sources familiar with the matter. The
assessments of Tehran’s nuclear program
remain broadly unchanged even after two

Trump’s remarks are likely to draw
scrutiny from critics who argue
the administration should balance
geopolitical objectives with the economic
impact on Americans, particularly as
cost-of-living concerns remain a top
issue for voters ahead of the November
midterm elections.

Asked to  elaborate on  the
president’s comments; White House

months of a war.

Trump’s allies have echoed his argument
that the risks posed by a nuclear-armed
Iran outweigh short-term economic
hardships.

Iran denies seeking nuclear weapons
and says its program is for peaceful
purposes. though Western powers
suspect it aims to develop the capability
to build a bomb.

-
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UAE adds 16 individuals, 5 companies
to terror list over Hezbollah lInks

UBAL

The UAE’s
cabinet has added

16  individuals  and
five Lebanon-based
companies to its local
terrorist list over links
with  Hezbollah, state
news agency WAM
reported on Tuesday.

Cabinet Resolution
No. (63) of 2026 also
requires regulatory

authorities to freeze the
assets of the individuals
and companies; all from
Lebanon  within 24
hours. “The move forms
part of the UAE’s ongoing
efforts: both domestically

Trump vows (o push Xi to ‘open
up’ China at superpower summil

EIJING: US President

Donald Trump said
he would ask Xi Jinping
to “open up” China to
American firms as he
headed to Beijing on
Wednesday for a high-
stakes summit that will
also bring up the Iran war.
In a sign of Trump’s focus
on business: Nvidia chief
Jensen Huang boarded
Air Force One during
a stopover in Alaska
with Tesla’s Elon Musk

also traveling on the
presidential  plane to
China.

‘I will be  asking

President Xic a Leader of
extraordinary distinction:
to ‘open up’ China so that
these brilliant people can
work their magicc and
help bring the People’s
Republic to an even higher
level}” Trump wrote on
social media after departing
Washington.

A host of other top CEOs:
including Apple’s Tim
Cook: will also be in Beijing
for the visit the first by a
US president to China in
nearly a decade.

But Trump’s ambitions to
ramp up trade will have
to contend with political
frictions over Taiwan and
the war in the Middle East
which already delayed the
trip from March.

As he departed the White
House: Trump said he
expected a “long talk” with
Xi about Iran. which sells
most of its US-sanctioned
oil to China.

But he also downplayed
disagreements: telling
reporters that “I don’t

think we need any help
with Iran” from China and
that Xi had been “relatively
good” on the topic.

The  Chinese  foreign
ministry said Wednesday it
“welcomes” Trump’s visit
and that “China stands
ready to work with the
United States ... to expand
cooperation and manage
differences.”

Yet Beijing is growing
impatient for peace: with
Foreign Minister Wang
Yi urging his Pakistani
counterpart on Tuesday to
step up mediation efforts

between Iran and the
United States.
‘Big deal’

This week’s trip — the
first since Trump visited
Beijing in 2017 — will
involve highly anticipated
talks with Xi on Thursday
and Friday. as well as lavish
pomp and ceremony.

The  packed itinerary

includes a state banquet in
Beijing’s Great Hall of the
People and a tea reception.
Trump said Monday he
would speak to Xiabout US
arms sales to Taiwan: the
self-governing democracy
claimed by China — a
departure from historic
US insistence that it will
not consult Beijing on its
support to the island.

China reiterated its strong
opposition to the arms

sales on  Wednesday:
calling on Washington to
honor its commitments

ahead of Trump’s arrival
for the summit.

The US is bound by law
to provide Taiwan with
the means to defend
itselfi despite a lack of
formal diplomatic ties.
In December: the Trump
administration announced
an $11  billion weapons
package for Taiwan. the
largest ever.

ZhangHan, aspokesperson
for China’s Taiwan Affairs

Office said Taiwan is an
internal issue and a matter
for the Chinese people.
“We firmly oppose the
United States engaging
in any form of military
ties with China’s Taiwan
region; and firmly oppose
the United States selling
weapons  to  China’s
Taiwan  region.  This
position is consistent and
unequivocal:” she said in
Beijing. China’s controls
on rare earth exports. Al
rivalry and the countries’
raucous trade relationship
are also among the topics
expected to be taken up by
the heads of the world’s top
two economies.

The two sides are set to
discuss extending a one-
year truce in their tariff
war. which Trump and Xi
reached during their last
meeting in South Korea in
October.

The tense buildup to the
superpower summit was
already visible on the
streets of Beijing: with
police monitoring major
intersections and checking
the ID cards of passengers
on the metro. AFP
journalists saw.

“It’s definitely a big deal.”
said Wen Wen a 24-year-
old woman traveling from
the eastern city of Nanjing
when asked by AFP about
Trump’s visit.

“Some  progress  will
certainly be made.” she
said noting that she hopes
China and the United
States can ensure “lasting
peace”  despite “recent
instability in the global
situation.”

and internationally. to
disrupt and dismantle
networks linked to the
financing of terrorism and
related activities: whether
direct or indirect.”” WAM
stated.

The UAE has been
intensifying its efforts to

counter terrorism and
extremism  particularly
monitoring  suspicious

financial channels. And
disrupting sources of
illicit funding aimed at
curbing the spread of such
threats and eliminating
cross-border  terrorist
financing; it added.

The individuals are:

(All Lebanese nationals)
1. Al Mohammed
Karneeb

2. Nasser Hassan Nasr

3. Hassan  Shehadeh
Osman

4, Samer Hassan Fawaz
5. Ahmed Mohammed
Yazbek

6. Isa Hussein Qasir

7. Ibrahim Ali Daher

8. Abbas Hassan Ghareeb
9. Emad Mohammed

Bazzi

10. Ezzat Yousef Akr

11. Wahid Mahmud
Sbeiti

12. Mustafa Habib Harb

13. Mohammed
Suleiman Badir

14. Adel Mohammad
Mansour

15. Ali Ahmed Krisht

16. Nima Ahmad Jamil
The entities are:

(Al headquartered in
Lebanon)

1. Bayt Al-Mal Al-
Muslimeen

2. Al-Qard Al-Hassan
Association

3. Al-Tasheelat Co.

4, The Auditors for
Accounting and Auditing
5.  Al-Khobara for
Accounting,  Auditing
and Studies

(hina urdes Pakistan stepup
mediation in Middle East: state media

EIJING: China’s top diplomat urged

Pakistan to step up mediation efforts
between Iran and the United States: and
to help “properly” address the reopening
ofthe Hormuzstrait: Chinese state media
said on Wednesday.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi spoke to his
Pakistani counterpart Ishaq Dar in a call
on Tuesday: state news agency Xinhua
reported.

US President Donald Trump is expected
to arrive in Beijing on Wednesday
evening for talks with leader Xi Jinping;
whose country is a key strategic and
economic partner of Iran.

Wang called on Pakistan to “step up
mediation effortss and contribute to
properly addressing issues related to
opening the Strait of Hormuz” state
news agency Xinhua said.

“China  will continue to support
Pakistan’s mediation efforts and make

its own contribution toward this end.”
Wang said: according to Xinhua.
Pakistan has emerged as the key mediator
between the United States and Iran. who
are in the process of negotiating a peace
agreement after the conflict.

The Iranian government rejected on
Tuesday the idea of amending its
proposals; which Trump has deemed
“garbage.”

Ukraine hits Russia’s energy targets
alter US-brokered ceaselire ends

OSCOW: Ukraine resumed drone

attacks on Russia’s oil refineries
and ports on Wednesday: two days after
a three-day ceasefire proposed by US
President Donald Trump expired.
Ukraine has been targeting Russian oil
infrastructure to undercut Moscow’s
revenues from the energy sector and dent
its military might as the four-year war
grinds on. Russia’s defense ministry said
on Wednesdaythat 286 Ukrainian drones
had been intercepted and destroyed over
Russian regions overnight.
In the southern Krasnodar region: drone
fragments fell near an industrial facility:
causing a fire in the village of Volna
where Taman port’s oil products and
other terminals are located: regional
authorities said.
Debris from a separate Ukrainian drone
attack caused a fire at a gas processing
plant. which also produces fueli in

Russia’s southern Astrakhan region: the
region’s authorities said.
“All enemy aircraft were either shot

down or neutralized by electronic
warfare systems.” Igor Babushkin( the
local governor: wrote on Telegram. “The
debris caused a fire.”

Babushkin said there were no casualties
or injuries and that the fire was expected
to be extinguished within a few hours.
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to Enhance the Accuracy and Comprehensiveness of the Population (ensus

Matistics Department: Using Artificial Intelligence Tools

mman (Petra - Mashhour Al-

Shakhaneh)
The Director General of the
Department of Statisticsc Dr.

Haider Freihat; stated that the
completion rate for the third phase:
"enumeration." of the 2026 General
Population and Housing Census
has reached 40 percent; while the
completion rate for the counting
phase has reached 20 percent. He
added that the enumeration phase
will conclude at the beginning of
August. followed by a "statistical
silence” period during which the
collected data will be analyzed
and used in the final planning for
the comprehensive census phase:
expected to be implemented in the
last third of this year.

This came during a dialogue session
held by the Economic and Social
Council on the "2026 General
Population and Housing Census:"
aimed at highlighting the vital role
of statistics in providing accurate
data that serves society. promotes

comprehensive development:
and contributes to economic
modernization.

Freihat indicated that the census cost
is 24 million dinars. explaining that
the use of technology: specifically
advanced artificial intelligence
tools: will contribute to reducing the
census cost.

He explained that the census is a
comprehensive national statistical
process aimed at providing up-to-
date and accurate data to support

_"’"”'J‘_ﬁj L

the development of population
and housing policies: as well as

economicc sociali and  health
development plans. He noted that
the census is distinguished by its
comprehensiveness and accuracy

compared to other statistical
processes.
Freihat addressed the progress

made in the preparation and data
collection phases indicating that
the enumeration phase will take
place in the last third of this year
and will last for one month, with
the participation of approximately
11:650 employees.

He affirmed that the census work
is proceeding according to the
pre-established  timelines  and
without any problems: noting that
the Department of Statistics will
implement media and promotional
campaigns to encourage citizens to

participate in the general population
and housing census.

For his part. the Chairman of the
Economic and Social Council
Dr. Musa Shteiwi; stated that the
population census is one of the most
important national tools for planning
and development: as it provides the
government with an accurate and
up-to-date picture of the population:
their places of residence: their age
structure: family circumstances; and
housing distribution. and helps the
state understand the real needs of
its citizens. He added that the 2026
census is of particular importance
to Jordan: as the population has
exceeded 12 millioni making the
need for accurate planning data
more urgent than ever especially in
light of population growth: urban
expansion: economic pressures and
the increasing demand for public

services.

Shteiwi ~ continued  that the
importance of the census in Jordan
lies in supporting better economic
planning: ensuring the equitable

distribution of public services:
enhancing education planning
improving healthcare planning

and supporting housing and urban
development.

He emphasized the importance of
the census for governorates and
municipalities. as it allows planners
to compare needs between the
capital and the governorates: thus
helping to achieve more balanced
development and reduce the gap
between regions.

He explained that the population
census is a tool for national
planning in Jordan: as it provides
demographic  information and
housing data that support economic
planning: the equitable distribution
of services: improved health and
education: directed investment
in infrastructure. support for
municipalities; and the provision
of reliable national indicators.
He added that Jordan: given its
steady population growth: rapid
urbanization: economic pressures
and evolving social needs: requires
a census that will form the basis for
evidence-based policymaking rather
than assumptions.

During the dialogue session: the
Director of the Department of
Statistics answered questions and
inquiries from the attendees.

News

A seminar explores prospects
for economic cooperation
beiween Jordan and Hungary

mman
The Jordanian-Hungarian Friendship
Association: in cooperation with the Amman
Chamber of Commerce: organized a seminar
on “Prospects for Trade and Economic
Cooperation between Jordan and Hungary.”
The seminar was attended by the Hungarian
Ambassador to Jordan: Dr. Peter Zsolt-Jakap:
and other stakeholders in the economic sector.
According to a statement issued by the
Chamber on Wednesday: the seminar featured
extensive discussions on ways to develop
economic: trade; and investment relations
between the two countries and strengthen
partnerships across various economic sectors.
The Chairman of the Amman Chamber
of Commerce; Mr. Khalil Al-Haj Tawfiq
emphasized the importance of enhancing
economic cooperation and building effective
and sustainable partnerships between private
sector institutions in the two friendly nations.
He noted that Hungary is a significant
European partner for Jordan: particularly in the
food: pharmaceutical technology: renewable
energy. modern agriculture. education. and
logistics sectors.
He also highlighted the development of
the investment environment in Jordan
in recent years: driven by the economic
modernization vision. He explained that
Jordan serves as a regional hub for re-
exporting and distributing Hungarian
products to markets in the region: thanks
to its strategic geographic location and
free trade agreements. For his part. the

association's president: Engineer Qusai
Shaheen: affirmed that Jordanian-
Hungarian  relations are  witnessing

continuous development at various levels.
He explained that the association has been
working since its establishment in 2013 to
strengthen communication between the
business communities and economic and
cultural institutions in both countries.
Shaheen called on businesspeople and
investors to build upon the distinguished
relations between the two countries and
explore available opportunities. particularly
in the education: tourism: logistics: food
industries: information technology. and
energy sectors.

Ambassador Jakab: in turn. reviewed the
current state and future prospects of economic
and trade cooperation between Jordan and
his country. emphasizing the importance of
building upon the growing bilateral relations
and strengthening partnerships between
public and private sector institutions in various
economic and investment fields.

Syrian Economists: Jordan and Syria Possess the
Foundations for enuine Economic Integration

mman
Syrian economic experts
affirmed that their country's
economic  relations  with
Jordan have entered a more
mature phase: and that there
are genuine foundations for
integration between them that
must be utilized.
They told the Jordanian News
Agency (Petra) that His Majesty
King Abdullah II's emphasis
on the importance of Arab
integration and working on
joint projects carries significant
implications; as it reflects a
progressive economic vision
that aligns with Syria's current
vision based on economic
openness.
They pointed to the existence
of real opportunities to
build  balanced  economic
partnerships between the two
countries that take into account
the  specific  characteristics
of each: explaining that this
can be achieved through the
private sector and by achieving
industrial integration in certain
fields and sectors. The head
of the Syrian Federation of
Chambers of Commerce. Alaa
al- Alic confirmed that economic
relations between Syria and
Jordan have entered a more
matureandrealistic phase: based
on a mutual understanding that
economic stability in the region
is no longer possible in isolation
from joint Arab integration and
coordination.
He stressed that the outcomes
of the meetings of the Higher
Coordination Council between
the two countries clearly
reflect a genuine political will
to move the relationship from
the framework of traditional
cooperation to a long-term
strategic economic partnership.
He stated that this approach
aligns closely with Syria's
current  visioni which s
based on economic openness:
strengthening the investment
environment: and repositioning
the Syrian economy within its
natural Arab context.
He emphasized that the two

countries  possess  genuine
complementary elements.
Jordan serves as a vital hub for
services: logistics: and transit:
while Syria has significant
potential  in  production:
industry. agriculture. markets
and geographical connectivity.
He believes that by leveraging
these elements within a
shared economic vision: the
two countries can establish
a  successful model for
regional cooperation based
on mutual benefit. He noted
that the opportunities appear
very promisingc whether in
transportation and  transit
projects. the energy sector: or
in revitalizing Arab trade routes:
in addition to cooperation in

the food and pharmaceutical
industries: exhibitions:
investment: tourismy and

logistics services.

He explained that developing
border crossings and facilitating
customs and banking
procedures will have a direct
impact on increasing and
growing the volume of trade and
stimulating investment between
the two brotherly countries. He
explained that the Federation of
Syrian Chambers of Commerce
believes the private sector will
be the key player in the next
phase: stressing that the success
of any economic agreements
requires  business  leaders
capable of translating political
understandings into tangible
partnerships and projects on
the ground.

Al- Ali stated: “This underscores
the importance of the role
played by chambers of
commerce in building bridges
of communication between the
Syrian and Jordanian business
communities and  creating
direct cooperation platforms
between investors; companies:
and economic institutions in
both countries.”

For his partc Dr. Mazen
Dirwan, President of the
Federation of Syrian Chambers
of Industry. emphasized that
the economic relationship

between the two countries
should be built on integration:
synergy. and mutual interests:
rather than competition: to
ensure the continuity of a
mutually beneficial economic

relationship.  He believes
that current economic
relations between the two
countries should be based

on specialization in certain
industries by one country to
meet the needs of the other.
This would lead to economies
of scale for both countries
increase their competitiveness:
lower consumer pricesi and
boost exports. He pointed
out the existence of genuine
opportunities to build balanced
economic partnerships
that respect the specific
characteristics of each country:
stressing that this is achieved
through the private sector:
while the role of governments is
limited to facilitating procedures
for the flow of goods in both
directions. Dirwan also noted
the necessity of working to
facilitate the flow of goods
between Syria and Jordan in a
well-considered manner that
protects productive sectors by
achieving industrial integration
in some areas and avoiding
dumping in others.

In turn¢ the President of the
Chamber of Commerce said
Daraa Trade and Industry
Director ~ Nash'at  al-Rifai
stated that economic relations
between the two countries are
progressing steadily: and thereis
growingacceptance of Jordanian
products entering the Syrian
market. particularly during the
country's current industrial
reconstruction ~ phase. He
emphasized the need to facilitate
the entry of Syrian products into
the Jordanian market. especially
those needed by Jordan but not
produced domestically. given
the existing joint investments
in numerous industries. He also
highlighted the importance of
flexibility in customs procedures
between the two countries and
expediting clearance processes.

Who makes the local
government law?
A question that worries both
the public and politicians.

™y

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

The absence of political parties from the
decision-making process on sensitive issues
like the Local Administration Law raises
legitimate questions about the seriousness of
the political modernization project in Jordan.
When Minister of Local Administration
Walid al-Masri uses phrases like "there might
be dialogue with the parties." this phrasing
appears to many to be more akin to hesitation
than a clear political commitment: as if party
participation were a secondary option rather
than a national necessity.

Political parties are not merely a democratic
facade; they are supposed to be key partners
in drafting laws related to local administration
and governance. especially after repeated
official pronouncements about political
modernization and empowering party
activity. How can the public be convinced of
the importance of joining political parties
if these parties themselves are excluded
from the decision-making table when laws
affecting governorates; municipalities; and
decentralization are being discussed?

The paradox is that the state calls on
citizens to join political parties; while some
institutions still treat parties with a mindset
of "consultation" rather than "genuine
partnership.” This weakens confidence in
political reform and gives the impression
that parties have not yet reached the stage of
having real influence in decision-making.
The Local Administration Law is not merely a
technical matter; it is fundamentally a political
and developmental law: as it pertains to the
distribution of powers: the representation of
the people: and the management of servicesand
development in the governorates. Therefore:
excluding political parties or dealing with them
in vague terms risks emptying the concept of
political modernization of its true meaning.
Political reform is not measured by the number
of registered parties; but by their ability to
influence: participate ini and shape public
policy. Any talk of modernization without
the genuine involvement of parties in major
legislation will remain incomplete; because
democracy is not built on political favors but
on clear and transparent partnership.

Indeed: this question is being raised forcefully
in Jordanian political circles: especially
given the widening gap between the official
discourse on political modernization and the
empowerment of partiesc and the reality that
still suggests major decisions are made within
a narrow circle of officials and traditional
bureaucracy. When it comes to crucial
service-oriented and developmental laws
that affect the lives of more than ten million
citizens: it becomes illogical for the process
to appear confined to the perspective and
whims of a single minister or executive body:
regardless of their experience. The philosophy
of political reform is based on broadening
participation: not restricting it.

The question thatarisesis: if political parties are
excluded from the decision-making process in
matters such as local administration, what
is the true role they are expected to play? Are
they merely required to participate in elections
and fill the media landscape: or should they
be genuine partners in shaping policies and
legislation?

Today's citizen is not looking for slogans; they
want to see a practical reflection of the concept
of "party life." They want to feel that there
are political forces that discuss. influence:
propose: and oppose within state institutions:
not that they remain on the sidelines of
decision-making and are then asked to defend
outcomes they did not help create. The most
dangerous aspect is that the continued gap
between rhetoric and implementation could
weaken public trust not only in political parties
but in the entire reform project. Any political
modernization project loses momentum when
people feel that real decisions are still being
made in the same traditional way. A strong
state does not fear broadening dialogue: nor
does it see the involvement of political parties
asaburden;rather. it considersita politicaland
social safety valve. However: reducing major
national issues to a narrow framework creates
the impression that political participation
remains more formal than genuine
partnership. The Local Administration Law is
notan ordinary project that can be approached
with a "quick fix" mentality. It is a law directly
linked to people's daily lives: services. the
development of their governorates: and their
right to participate in local decision-making.
Therefore: the legitimate question today is:
Why this governmental haste? Is the goal truly
to develop local administration or to score a
quick political and media victory?
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All Jordan Youth Commission Concludes
“Training of Trainers” Program in Ma'an

Fox Sports lists Al-Taamari ambng the top
candidates to shine at the 2026 World Cup

Jordanian national team star The cover featured several 2an - The Maan program¢ part of the national
Musa Al-Taamari appeared on  prominent names:; including Governorate team  “Trainingof Trainers” initiative.
the promotional cover of FOX  Lionel Messic  Cristiano of the All Jordan Youth Twenty young men and women
Sports'list of the 100 best players ~ Ronaldo.  Kylian ~ Mbappé Commission. the youth arm participated in the program
expected to shine at the 2026 and Vinicius Junior. with Al- of the King Abdullah II Fund  which was held in cooperation
World Cup: alongside a host of ~ Taamari wearing the Jordanian for Development: concluded with the Jordanian Trainers
other top global football stars.  national team jersey. its “Training of Trainers” Association.

Plan to Enhance the
Readiness oi King
Abdullah II Industrial City

mman
The Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Jordan Industrial Estates Corporation:
Obaid Yassinc announced development
plans for the infrastructure of King Abdullah
II Industrial City in Sahab to serve the
investments operating there.
During a meeting with a number of the city's
investors: he stated that the city is a national
economic landmark that addresses various
developmental and economic needs.
According to a company statement issued
Wednesday: Obaid noted that improvements
will begin to the city's wastewater treatment
plant. which has become a major concern due
to its environmental impact. He confirmed
that a noticeable improvement has already
been made in its operation: in addition to
awarding the tender for the construction of a
new treatment plant.
For his part: the company's Director General.
Uday Obeidat: indicated that the meeting
is part of a series of field meetings aimed
at understanding the needs of industrial
investors and identifying the obstacles they
face in order to resolve them in cooperation
with official and private entities.
The investors operating in the city presented
several demands: most of which revolved
around labor: customs: and taxes. It is worth
noting that King Abdullah II Industrial City
is the first and largest industrial city in the
Kingdom and today includes 409 industrial
companies with an investment volume of
approximately 971 million dinars. providing
nearly 14.000 job opportunities.

Who makes the local
government law?

A question that worries both
the public and politicians.

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

Land Transport Regulatory
(ommission Launches Campaign to
Curb Unlicensed Ride-Gazing Apps

mman
The Land Transport Regulatory
Commission (LTRC) has launched an
awareness campaign across its official
social media platforms; in cooperation
with relevant authoritiesc to curb the
phenomenon of unlicensed ride-hailing
apps. The LTRC disseminated awareness
messages to citizens through explanatory
posts: citing relevant legislation. Article
(22) of the 2017 Passenger Transport
Regulation Law stipulates that “anyone
who engages in any passenger transport
or internal transport services without
obtaining prior authorization from the
LTRC or the competent authority shall be
punished with a fine of no less than 1.000
dinars and no more than 5,000 dinars.”

Businessmems Association Discusses Activating
the Jordanian-Moroccan Business Council

His Majesty chairs a meeting with officials and represeniatives of the industrial SBCIﬂl‘\

King: Consolidafing jordams
position as a regioal Industrial hub

@ King: Enhancing the 11
competitiveness of Jordanian
products locally and internationally

@King: The need to improve the
eificiency of production processes

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah II
chaired a meeting on Wednesday
at Al Husseiniya Palace with
officials and representatives from
the industrial sector to review the
performance of the pharmaceutical:
chemical: and food industries.

His Majesty. in the presence
of His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah
II. emphasized the importance of
consolidating Jordan's position as
a regional industrial hub: enabling
the sector to grow: enhancing
the competitiveness of Jordanian
products in local and international
markets, and opening new markets.
His Majesty. in the presence of
Prime Minister Dr. Jaafar Hassan:
noted that the pharmaceutical

pointing to the need to enhance the
efficiency of production processes:
particularly by focusing on the
manufacturing of  production
inputs.

His Majesty listened to briefings
on the procedures and plans of
the Ministry of Industryc Trade
and Supply and the Jordan Food
and Drug Administration to
improve the competitiveness of
national industries. The meeting
also included a presentation on
the current state of the industrial
sector from the Jordan and Amman
Chambers of Industry. Exports
from the chemical industry sector
reached approximately 2.1 billion
dinars in 2025 reaching 63
markets. Food industry exports
amounted to around 912 million

reached 650.2 million

exports
dinars: reaching 38 markets.

Representatives from the private
sector shared success stories
of leading companies in the
pharmaceutical  chemicali and
food industries. They discussed
rapid production capabilities and
flexible response mechanisms:
which contribute to enhancing
food and  drug  security:
supporting economic growth: and
strengthening its resilience and
sustainability. The industrial sector
contributed approximately 24.3
percent to the GDP in 2025 and
provided more than 262.000 job

value of national industrial exports
reached 9.6 billion Jordanian
dinars last year. constituting
approximately 92 percent of total
national exports.

The meeting was attended by the
Director of His Majesty’s Office:
Engineer Alaa Al-Batayneh: the
Minister of Industry. Trade and
Supply: Engineer Ya'rub Al- Qudah
the Minister of Agriculture; Dr.
Saeb Al-Khuraisat: the Director
General of the General Food and
Drug Administrationi Dr. Rana
Obeidat: the Chairman of the
Jordan and Amman Chambers
of Industry. Engineer Fathi Al-

% Transport Ministry Conducts Field Visit

chemicali and food industries dinarsc reaching 114 marketsc opportunitiesin the manufacturing Jagbeer: and representatives of the
w mOVing in the rlght direction‘ while pharmaceutical industry sector over the past years. The sectors.

to Discuss Enhancing Freight Flow Jordan Expands Global Tourism

Presence Through Promotional Events
in Several International Capitals

mman
The Jordan Tourism Board announced
the organization of a series of promotional
events in several international capitals: in
coordination with Jordanian embassies
and diplomatic missions; as part of a
comprehensive marketing plan aimed at
strengthening Jordan's presence on the global
tourism map and showcasing its unique
tourism: culturali and human attractions.
In a statement issued Wednesday: the Board
emphasized that these events are part of
ongoing efforts to expand tourism promotion
for the Kingdom in priority international
markets by leveraging national occasions and
global events to highlight Jordan as a safe
diverse. and exceptionally enriching tourist
destination.
The statement explained that the promotional
program includes informational and cultural
events and activities in several international
capitals; including London: Moscow: Rome:
Madrid: Algiersc New Delhic and Tokyo:
in addition to events in Brazili Ottawa
and Jakarta. These events are being held in
cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Jordanian diplomatic missions
in those capitals. reflecting the diversity of
Jordan's tourism offerings and enhancing
the Kingdom's presence on the international
stage. The Jordan Tourism Board stated that

to Karameh-Turaibil Border Crossing

mman
TheMinistryof Transport
and the Land Transport
Regulatory Commission:
represented by the Transport
and  Trade  Facilitation
Committee (comprising
representatives from various
government agencies and the
private sector). along with
a representative from the
Ministry of Interior and other
stakeholders: conducted a
field visit to the Karameh-
Turaibil border crossing
between Jordan and Iraq.

According to a ministry areas to accommodate the Association: the Jordan Truck
statement issued Wednesday: increasing volume of freightt Owners Association: the Jordan
the visit aimed to assess trade; and transit between Logistics Association: and the
operational procedures and jordan and Iraq. Jordan Shipping Association
services at the crossing: and Representatives the participated in the visit.

to evaluate the readiness of Jordan Customs Clearance and
infrastructure and operational Freight Forwarding Companies

from

mman and intensify meetings between support cooperation between the intensifying meetings  between these activities include promotional and
The Chairman of the Jordanian businesspeople from both sides. private sectors of the two countries. businesspeople and  organizing cultural events and interactive experiences
Businessmen's Association with the aim of developing economic He pointed to the need to work regular economic forums that thathighlight Jordanian identityand showcase

Ayman Al-Alawneh. met with
the Ambassador of the Kingdom
of Morocco to the Kingdom
of Jordani Fouad Akhrifi to
discuss ways to activate the joint
Jordanian-Moroccan Business
Councili enhance trade exchange:
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and investment relations.

According to a statement issued
by the Association Al-Alawneh
emphasized the importance
reactivating the joint Jordanian-
Moroccan Business Council as an
effective institutional framework to

of promising sectorsc most notably building

il et
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on increasing the volume of trade contribute to strengthening direct
exchange and opening broader communicationbetween thebusiness
horizons for investment in various communitiesin Jordan and Moroccox
sustainable  investment
industry.  agriculture;  tourism¢ partnerships; overcoming challenges
logistics: and renewable energy. facing investors: and facilitating
He also noted the importance of bilateral trade.
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Jordan's archaeologicali naturali religious:
and therapeutic sites. They also promote
national events: most notably the Kingdom's
80th Independence Day celebrations: as well
as the momentum surrounding the Jordanian
national football team's participation in the
2026 FIFA World Cup.




