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News

@hy Syria’s cultural restoration must 8o hand
in hand with political and economic recovery

ONDON: In early November: six
Roman-era marble statues vanished

from Syria’s National Museum in
Damascus. Staff later found that one of
the museum’s doors had been broken
from the inside: and officials concluded
they had been stolen.

The heist took place overnight on Nov.
12 in the museum’s classical wing, which
houses priceless antiquities. Many pieces
had survived 14 years of civil war stored
in secret locations to protect them from
looting and destruction.

The loss has drawn fresh attention to
the disappearance of antiquities that
carry the story of the region’s ancient
civilizations. even as the more visible
scars of war dominate the landscape.

In response to the heist; the Directorate-
General for Antiquities and Museums

The ministry urged official and civil
institutions in Syria and abroad to help
locate the missing objects.

The National Museum in the Syrian
capital has long played a key role in
safeguarding the country’s past. Since
its establishment in 1919 it has been
home to some of Syria’s most important
archaeological treasures.

These include clay cuneiform tablets
dating to the 14th century B.C.
from Ugaritc where evidence of the
oldest known complete alphabet was
discovered; first and second century
A.D. Greco-Roman sculptures from
Palmyra: once one of the most important
cultural centers of the ancient world; and
a third century A.D. synagogue built at
Dura Europos.

Like many cultural institutions in Syria
the museum was affected by the civil war.
It closed in 2012 a year after the conflict
erupted: and most of its collection
was evacuated to secret locations for
safekeeping.

Maamoun Abdulkarim: the former
director-general of antiquities and
museums: said protective measures were
implemented during one of the war’s
worst periods: between 2012 and 2017.
“Gates and windows were reinforced
and structurally upgraded: security was
strengthened inside and outside the
building: and adequate lighting and
high-level surveillance systems were
installed:” he told Arab News.

temporarily closed the museum and
opened an investigation into the
“circumstances surrounding the loss of a
number of exhibits.”

The agency also said in a statement it had
taken steps to strengthen protection and
monitoring systems.

UNESCO has condemned the theft
calling it an attack on Syria’s cultural
heritage and history.

For researchers and heritage specialists:
the episode emphasizes the risks facing
cultural institutions during Syria’s
transitional period.

“Hearing about the theft was distressing.”
Madison Leeson: an Amman-based
cultural heritage crime researcher: told
Arab News.

“Despite the positive news that has come
out of Syria since December 2024 —
namely the toppling of (Bashar) Assad’s
regime — and the cautious optimism I
think a lot of us have about the political
future of the country. it draws attention
to how vulnerable Syria’s cultural
heritage remains.

“These statues are obviously historically
significant. but they also represent part
of Syria’s cultural inheritance: to which
collective identity is often tied in societies
grappling with conflict and instability.”
The stolen items include six small
Roman-era statues of Venus: the goddess
of love fertility and victory: according to
a statement by the Culture Ministry.

The statement: released on Nov. 14
showed images of the missing statues:
along with their registration numbers
and dimensions. It said the items were
made of marble: alabaster: and plaster.

The museum reopened partially in 2018
and resumed full operations in January
2025. a month after rebel forces led by
interim President Ahmad Al-Sharaa
overthrew longtime ruler Assad.

The reopening was widely seen as a
sign of national recovery. UNESCO
returned with a pilot project after a 14-
year absence: introducing cultural first-
aid measures, training and digitization
initiatives aimed at supporting heritage
preservation and economic recovery.
Despite the recent setbacki some
experts believe the statues could still be
recovered.

Leeson said tracing the artifacts “will be
difficult but is certainly not impossible.”
particularly if authorities collaborate with
the public and share data with galleries:
auction houses and international law
enforcement partners.

“From what I understand: the specific
statues had been documented so they
should be easily identifiable on the open
market.” she said.

“This is« of course: assuming the thieves
intend to sell the objects and that the
theft wasn’t symbolic in nature — in
which case the statues may be in danger
of being destroyed or disfigured.”
Between 2014 and 2017. the extremist
group Daesh systematically targeted pre-
Islamic sites for iconoclastic reasons:
demolishing Palmyra’s Temple of Bel
Baalshamin Temple. and parts of its
Roman theater and tetrapylon.

They also publicly executed archaeologist
Khaled Al-Asaad in August 2015 after
he refused to disclose the location of
valuable artefacts.
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UN fire on Iran tankers sparks
reprisals as deal hangs In balance

EHRAN: A US fighter

jet on Friday disabled
two Iranian-flagged
tankers: prompting
retaliatory attacks and
rattling a shaky truce as
President Donald Trump
said he was awaiting
Tehran’s reply to his
latest proposal to end the
Middle East war.
Iranian officials accused
the United States of
violating the ceasefire
with the tanker strikes and
hampering  diplomatic
efforts to end the conflict.
A parallel ceasefire in
Lebanon was also under
strain. Iran-backed
Hezbollah launched
missiles and drones at
military bases in Israel
in retaliation for a recent
attack on Beirut and
ongoing strikes in the
southc where Lebanese
authorities reported 11
people killed on Friday.
US Central Command
said an F/A-18 Super
Hornet used precision
munitions on Friday
against two ships in the
Gulf of Oman — gateway
to the vital Strait of
Hormuz — to prevent
them from continuing to
Iran.

An  Iranian  military
official told local media
the  country’s  navy

had “responded to the
violation of the ceasefire
and to American
terrorism with strikes”
and “the clashes have
now ceased.”

The latest incident came

after another flare-up
overnight in the strait
control of which an
adviser to Iran’s supreme

leader  compared to
having  “an atomic
bomb.”

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio reiterated
on Friday that it was
“unacceptable” for
Tehran to control the
crucial oil conduit.

Speaking to reporters
in Rome: Rubio said
Washington was

expecting Iran’s response
to its latest proposal later
in the day and expressed
hope it would be “a
serious offer.”

Trump: at the White
House: later added: “I'm
getting a letter supposedly
tonight. so we’ll see how

that goes.”
Washington has sent
Iranc  via Pakistani

mediators: a proposal to
extend the truce in the
Gulf to allow for talks
on a final settlement of
the conflict launched 10
weeks ago with US-Israeli
strikes on Iran.

Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesman Esmaeil
Baqaei said Friday that the
proposal was still “under
review.” according to the
ISNA news agency.

Iran’s UN envoy: Amir
Saeed Irvanic accused the
United States of violating
the ceasefire with the
attacks on the Iranian
tankers: in a letter to the
UN secretary-general and
Security Council.

Qatar’s prime minister:
Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al
Thanic met with US
Vice President JD
Vance in Washington
on Friday and discussed
the Pakistani-led efforts

to broker a permanent
peace.
Iran  has  repeatedly

attacked sites in Qatar
during the war. pointing
to the country's role as
host of a major US air
base.

Satellite images have
meanwhile shown that an
oil slick is spreading off
the coast of Iran’s Kharg
Island: a key oil export
terminal for the Islamic
republic.

It was not immediately
clear what had caused the
apparent spillc which was
located off the island’s
west coast and appears
to cover more than 20
square miles (52 square
kilometers).  according
to global monitor Orbital
EOS.

Kharg Island is at the
heart of Iran’s oil export
industry. a lynchpin of
the country’s battered
economy: and lies in the
Gulfi north of the narrow
Strait of Hormuz.
Following the start of
the war on February 28
Iran largely closed the
strait. throwing global
markets into turmoil and
driving up oil prices. The
US later imposed its own
blockade of Iranian ports
in response.

On  Sunday: Trump
announced a US naval
operation designed

to reopen the strait to
commercial  shipping
only to abandon it on
Tuesday in favor of a
return to negotiations.

On the war’s other
front: Hezbollah said
a salvo of missiles

targeted a base south
of the Israeli city of
Nahariya on Friday
in response to Israeli
targeting of Beirut’s
southern suburbs and
southern Lebanon.
Hours later. the Iran-
backed group announced
it had launched a swarm
of drones at another base
in northern Israel.

Israel has kept up its
strikes on Hezbollah in
spite of a ceasefire; and
on Wednesday it carried
out its first attack on
Beirut’s southern suburbs
in a month¢ saying it
killed a senior Hezbollah

commander.
The Lebanese health
ministry  said  Israeli

strikes in the south killed
10 people on Friday.
including two children
and  three = women.
Lebanon’s civil defense
said one of its members
was killed.

The latest violence came
as Lebanon and Israel
officially at war since
1948, were set to hold
direct negotiations
in Washington next
week: which Hezbollah
vehemently opposes.

several other areas included in

Lebanon says at least one Killed In Israel strikes on south

Hezbollah drew Lebanon

said at least one person was

lled in Israeli strikes on the
country’s south on Saturday
despite a ceasefire  with
Hezbollah: after Israel’s army
issued an evacuation warning
to several villages.
Israeli forces and Iran-backed
Hezbollah have traded fire
dailyy mostly in southern
Lebanon: despite the ceasefire
agreement in effect since April
17.
Israel’s military had called
on residents of nine villages
to evacuate; warning that it
would act “forcefully” against
Hezbollah after its “violation of
the ceasefire agreement.”
Lebanon’s state-run National
News Agency said Israeli
warplanes “launched a strike
on the town of Zrariyeh” and

lERUSALEM: Lebanon

the notice.

It reported casualties in a strike
on a car on a road between
two of the locations: and said
Israeli airstrikes and artillery
shelling hit other areas of the
south not mentioned in the
warning.

The health ministry said an
Israeli strike on a motorbike
in the town of Nabatieh
outside the evacuation areas
hit “a Syrian national and his
12-year-old daughter.”

“After they managed to move
away from the site of the first
strike, the drone attacked
a second time.” killing the
father: the ministry said: while
the drone then targeted the
girl “directly for a third time.”
adding that she was undergoing
life-saving surgery.
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It slammed a “barbaric” attack
and  “deliberate violence
against civilians and children.”

‘Barbaric’

Under the terms of the ceasefire
released by  Washington:
Israel reserves the right to act
against “planned imminent or
ongoing attacks.”

Israeli troops are also operating

inside an Israeli-announced
“yellow line.” running around
10 kilometers (six miles) deep
inside Lebanon along the
border. where Lebanese have
been warned not to return.
Hezbollah lawmaker Hassan
Fadlallah on Saturday warned
of “a new phase: in which the
resistance (Hezbollah) will not
accept a return to pre-March
2.7

into the Middle East conflict
on March 2 with rocket fire
at Israel to avenge the killing
of Iran’s supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in
US-Israeli strikes.

“When it attacks our villages
and suburbs: the enemy must
expect a response. and this is
what the resistance is doing”
Fadlallah said: alluding to
an Israeli attack this week on
Beirut’s southern suburbs that
it said targeted a Hezbollah
commander.

Hezbollah said on Friday that
itlaunched missiles and drones
at military bases in Israel in
retaliation for that attack and
ongoing strikes in the south.

It also announced attacks on
Israeli military targets inside
Lebanon on Saturday.

‘Whatever the cost’
After a 2024 ceasefire that
followed a previous war
between Israel and Hezbollah.
Israel kept up strikes on
Lebanon: while the Iran-
backed group refrained from
firing back.

“Whatever the cost or the
challenges the  resistance
will not allow a return to the
previous phase.” Fadlallah
said.

He also said direct talks with
Israel amounted to a “path of
concessions,” reiterating his
party’s call for the government
to withdraw in favor of indirect
talks.

Lebanese and Israeli
representatives are set to hold
a third round of direct talks in
Washington next week.
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The Chief of the Royal Hashemite
Courti Yousef Hassan Al-Issawi
affirmed that His Majesty King
Abdullah II places the utmost
importance on the well-being of
Jordanian citizens: prioritizing
improving their standard of living
and enhancing the services provided
to them as a national priority. This
stems from His Majesty's firm
belief that the strength of the state
begins with human dignity and
empowerment: and  providing
services to citizens in all sectors.

This statement was made during
a meeting held by Al-Issawi on
Saturday at the Royal Hashemite
Court: attended by His Majesty's
Advisor for Tribal Affairs Kanaan
Al-Balawic with  approximately
Y0+ prominent figures from the
Zarqa Governorate. The meeting
was held in implementation of His
Majesty King Abdullah II's directives
during his visit to the governorate
last Tuesday. to follow up on the
governorate's requests. priorities:
and the needs of its residents: which
were raised during the royal visit.

The meeting was also attended by
His Majesty's Advisor for Tribal
Affairs; Kanaan Al-Balawi. At the
outset of the meeting which was
chaired by Zarqa Governor Firas
Abu Qaoud: Al-Issawi conveyed the
pride of His Majesty King Abdullah
IT and His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Hussein bin Abdullah II in
the sons and daughters of Zarqa
Governorate: commending their
decades of sacrifices and efforts
that have contributed to protecting

the homeland: preserving its
achievements: and strengthening
the progress of the modern

Jordanian state.

Al-Issawi emphasized that Zarqa
Governorate enjoys the direct
attention and follow-up of His
Majesty the King: given its
profound national: historical and
humanitarian significance; and its
pivotal role in the development of the
Jordanian state. He affirmed that the
King's continuous directives focus

da el

Under royal directives...

The Chiel of the Royal Court meets with 350
prominent fgures from the Zarqa Governorate

on enhancing development and
service projects in the governorate:
as well as in other governorates: in
order to provide job opportunities:
improve infrastructure. and raise the
standard of living for its residents.
Al-Issawi noted that the Royal
initiatives discussed during the
royal visitt and the government
projects and plans outlined by
Prime Minister Dr. Jaafar Hassan:
are in implementation of the King's
directives and contribute to realizing
His Majesty's vision of accelerating
development in Zarqa Governorate:
improving the level of services
provided to its residents. and
creating job opportunities for them.
Al-Issawi emphasized that His
Majesty the King has established a
consistent approach based on direct
communication with citizens in all
their locations: listening to their
demands and needs: and frankly
addressing the challenges they face.
He noted that this approach reflects
the strong relationship between
the Hashemite leadership and the
Jordanian people: a relationship
built on trust. partnership. and
national responsibility.

He explained that the Jordanian
people constitute the "true capital”
in His Majesty's vision. and that
the King's noble initiatives: in
conjunction  with  government
plans and programs. are guided
by a  comprehensive vision
aimed at improving the quality
of life. developing health and
education services: strengthening
infrastructure: supporting
productive sectors and empowering
youth and women economically and
socially.

Al-Issawi pointed out that His
Majesty the King continues his
intensive political and diplomatic
efforts in defense of Arab causes:
foremost among them  the
Palestinian cause;  stemming
from a firm conviction that a
strong and stable Jordan is the
true pillar of its nation and a
steadfast defender of Arab rights
and the protection of Islamic and
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.

Amman Industry exports grow
In the iirst third of this year

mman

Exports from the Amman Chamber of

For their part: the attendees
emphasized the importance of His
Majesty King Abdullah II's visit to
Zarqa Governorate, reflecting his
ongoing commitment to engaging
with the people of Jordan and his
dedication to addressing the needs
of the governorates on the ground.
This commitment. they noted
strengthens  development  and
modernization efforts and responds
to citizens' priorities.

They also stressed the significance of
the industrial city project in Zarqa
Governorate. which His Majesty
inspected: considering it a true
catalyst for economic development
and a key driver for job creation
and enhancing the investment
climate in the governorate.
This aligns with the goals of
economic modernization: and they
expressed their appreciation for
the royal directive to expedite the
implementation of all phases of the
project.

They emphasized the necessity of
granting investors in the industrial
city incentives and facilities to make
it attractive. particularly regarding
land rental costs: energy costs:
supplying the city with natural
gas. and encouraging the use of
alternative energy sources.

The attendees extended their
congratulations to His Majesty the
King and His Royal Highness the
Crown Prince on the approaching
A+th anniversary of the Kingdom's
independence. They expressed their
pride in the Hashemite leadership
and affirmed that this occasion
presents an opportunity to renew
their pledge of allegiance to the
leadership and support its efforts in
confronting challenges. During the
meeting; attendees raised a number
of demands and needs related to
various districts and sub-districts of
Zarqa Governorate. These included
thehealth: education: infrastructure:
agriculture roads: investment. and
environmental sectors: as well as
calls for expanding development
projects. creating job opportunities
for youth: and improving the level of
services provided to citizens.

In the health sector: they requested
the establishment of a hospital in
the western part of the governorate:
upgrading several health centers
from primary to comprehensive:
extending the operating hours of
comprehensive health centers: and
establishing new health centers.
They also called for addressing the
issue of private hospitals' debt to the
government.

In the education sector. they
emphasized the need to establish
primary and secondary schools in
several districts and sub-districts of
thegovernorate: reducethe problem
of rented school buildings and
double-shift schooling: establish
specialized centers for people with
disabilities in Azraq: and empower
women and youth by establishing
vocational and technical training
centers; in line with the directives
of His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince in this regard. This would
enable them to participate in and
work on industrial and investment
projects in the governorate.
They also called for providing a
stimulating legislative environment
to attract investment and protect

investors.  They highlighted
the importance of having a
government  services complex

in the Al-Hashimiyah district to
facilitate services for citizens and
establishing a civil status office
to serve the western areas of the
governorate. They also called for
supporting the Women's Union in
the governorate by establishing a
headquarters for it and supporting
charitable organizations: especially
in areas far from the governorate's
center such as the Azraq district.
They stressed the need to support the
governorate's farmers and provide
fodder sales centers in the Birin
area. In this regard: they called for
the establishment of exhibitions and
public markets to enable producers:
such as productive charitable
organizationsand farmers: todisplay
and market their products and create
job opportunities.

They also addressed the need to
resolve the issue of

and Attracting Investments with the European Chamber oi Commerce

Minister ol Investment Discusses

News

Industry grew by 9.2 percent in the first third
of this year: a clear indication of the Jordanian
industry's ability to adapt to the unstable
regional conditions.

The growth. as shown in the Chamber's
statistical report( also indicates an increase
and diversification in the geographical reach
of Jordanian exports: extending them to non-
traditional African( European: and non-Arab
Asian markets. According to the statistical
data in the report. exports from Amman's
industries reached 2.476 billion dinars during
the first third of this year. compared to 2.267
billion dinars for the same period in 2025.

All industrial sectors recorded export growth
during the same period: with the exception of
the engineering and information technology
sectors which declined by 22.3 percent and 1.1
percent. respectively.

Conversely: the packaging: paper: cardboard:
and office supplies sector saw the highest export
growth during the first third of this year. at
42 percent. while the construction industries
experienced the lowest growth( at 3 percent.
India( the United States. Saudi Arabia and Iraq
were the top destinations for Omani industrial
exports during the first third of this year. with a
total value of 1.217 billion dinars. Exports from
the Chamber of Commerce to India saw a 9.3
percent increase. reaching approximately 336
million dinars compared to 307 million dinars
during the same period last year. making it the
largest recipient of Omani industrial exports.
Exports from the Chamber of Commerce to
Saudi Arabia rose by 3.8 percent reaching 284
million dinars; compared to 273 million dinars
during the same period in 2025. Exports from
the Chamber of Commerce to Iraqalso increased
during the first third of this year by 1.6 percent.

srengthening Economic Partmerships

mman
Minister of Investment:
Dr. Tariq Abu Ghazaleh: met
with the Board of Directors
of the European Chamber of
Commerce in Jordan to discuss
ways to strengthen economic
and  investment  relations
between Jordan and European
countries; and mechanisms to
attract more investments to
the Kingdom: contributing to
supporting economic growth
and creating job opportunities.
During the meeting: held at
the Ministry headquarters:
Abu  Ghazaleh emphasized
the importance of building
upon the existing economic
partnership between Jordan
and European countries. He
pointed out that the Kingdom
possesses promising investment
opportunities in several vital
sectorsc which  necessitates
intensifying promotional and
marketing efforts to highlight
the advantages of the Jordanian
investment environment to
European investors.
He stated: “The opportunity is
significant: and we must focus
more on marketing Jordan.”
He stressed that the private
sector has a pivotal role in
showcasing success stories and

existing investments in the
Kingdom: thereby enhancing
foreign investor confidence
in the Jordanian investment
environment.

He added that the economic
modernization vision
constitutes a roadmap for
enhancing the competitiveness
of the national economy and
increasing Jordan’s investment
attractiveness by focusing on
value-added sectors. developing
the business environment. and
expanding partnerships with
the private sector. He affirmed
that the government is working
within its vision to implement
reforms and procedures that
facilitate business operations
and stimulate local and
foreign investment. thereby
strengthening Jordan's position
as a regional hub for investment
and business.

The minister pointed out that
Jordan's security and stability:
despite the challenges facing the
region represent a significant
competitive advantage that
should be leveraged to attract
investment. He emphasized
the need to further capitalize
on these strengths to promote
the Kingdom as a safe and
stable destination for business

and investment; and a key
launchpad for reconstruction
and development projects in the
region.

He highlighted the important
role of the European Chamber
of Commerce in Jordan in
representing  the  business
community connected to the
European market; praising its
efforts in fostering dialogue
between the public and private
sectors which contributes to
developing economic and trade
relations between the two sides.

For his part. the Chamber's
Chairman Engineer
Mohammad Al-Samadi
affirmed that the Chamber will
work to enhance coordination
and cooperation with the
European Union for the benefit
of the national economy. He
stressed the importance of
studying the requirements of
Europeaninvestorsand aligning
them with the Kingdom's
investment map. He indicated
that the next phase will witness a
qualitativeleap in the Chamber's
work and the strengthening of
its role as an active partner in
implementing the economic
modernization  vision and
achieving its objectives.

The bakens
sons..!!

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

The popular saying: "He whose mother is a
baker will never go hungry." seems to apply
to us. It appears we are living in a situation
where the baker is stealing all the bread
under the pretext of feeding her child. And
it seems the saying has broadened in our
country to encompass anyone whose father:
aunt. uncle: cousin( or fellow tribesman is a
baker: and so on.

‘I'm connected to so-and-so"—a magic
phrase that opens doors and smooths over
difficulties. Can anyone deny this?... The
phenomenon of nepotism and favoritism in
our country reflects a painful reality and is the
most widespread form of corruption within
the administrative circles of our institutions
and across all sectors.

Nepotism and favoritism undermine justice
and equality and obstruct the rule of law.
This deadly virus is invading our institutions
and departments; even reaching some
corridors of sovereign bodies. This disease
is preventing us from achieving the goals
envisioned by the country's leader: a civil
state. This virus and disease kill everything
starting with justice. the foundation of
everything. There is a greater corruption. far
more serious than the theftand embezzlement
of public funds and more dangerous than the
violations documented in the Audit Bureau's
reports. The cancerous disease we face is
nepotism. favoritism. the inheritance of
positions; and the exploitation of public
office. Some national institutions have
become mere farms and private property fora
few influential figures across all sectors. How
desperately we need a quota for the children
of farmers in senior and sovereign positions}
As for diplomatic posts. the children of
farmers need Aladdin's magic lamp to access
them.

Yes. gentlemen. how desperately we need
a system and a law that falls under the
category of combating favoritism: nepotism
and cronyism (for the son of a minister is

u a minister the son of a pasha is a pasha; and

the son of a farmer is a farmer). This is the
prevailing equation: and this is the approach.
They are laughing at us and our intelligence
when they tell us about the Civil Service
Bureau: which was closed after receiving
nearly half a million job applications. I ask
youw if we were to search the archives of the
Civil Service Bureau from its establishment
until its closure: would we find a single job
application for the son of a minister or the
son of a high-ranking official in the Jordanian
government?

The scourge of nepotism has permeated
Jordanian society. Unfortunately. even
the lowest-level jobs in institutions and
departments now require a network of
nepotists. While everyone acknowledges its
existence and recognizes its dangers: society
and its public institutions have failed to
take serious and practical measures to curb
it. It has become like a cancer eating away
at society: creating a sprawling network of
connections that promotes the undeserving
at the expense of others. Competence and
social justice have become outdated concepts:
incompatible with the prevailing system of
favoritism and cronyism. This adds a new
layer of corruption to the existing problems of
debt and deficits in some institutions: fueled
by the influence of connections. Nepotism
and cronyism have become widespread in all
our private and public sectors. How can we
combat it when it has become the dominant
force. eclipsing qualifications experience:
and competence?

Orange Middle East and
Airica Presents its Strategy

mman

During a press conference in the Kingdom
of Morocco: the Orange Middle East and
Africa Group presented its strategic priorities
and future plans for the next five years within its
“Confidence in the Future” strategy.
According to a statement issued by Orange
Jordan on Saturday: the conference was held
with the participation of the Group CEO:
Christel Heidemann: and the Executive Vice
President and CEO of Orange Middle East and
Africac Engineer Yasser Shaker. emphasizing
the importance of this geographic region as a
key pillar in Orange’s global digital innovation
strategy.
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jloun
The Jordan Free and
Development Zones Group

second phase

announced the start of the

Ajloun Cable Car to Close for 4 Days
as Part of Comprehensive Maintenance Plan

of periodic

maintenance for the Ajloun

Cable Car tomorrow: Sunday:
and its temporary closure until
next Wednesday.

In a statement to the Jordan
News Agency (Petra).

mman
Exports from the Amman
Chamber of Industry grew by
9.2 percent in the first third of
this year. a clear indication of
the Jordanian industry's ability

Amman Industry exports grow

in the first third of this year

to adapt to the unstable regional
conditions. The growth: as shown
in the Chamber's statistical reportc
also indicates an increase and
diversification in the geographical

reach of Jordanian exports.

to be Held Sunday

A Symposium Titled “Jerash, City of
a Thousand Columns, and Its Role in
Building the Jordanian Narrative”

mman
The Ministry of Culture will hold a
symposium titled “Jordan: Land and People
— Jerash¢ City of a Thousand Columns and
Its Role in Building the Jordanian Narrative”
on Sunday at 11:00 AM at the Jerash Cultural
Center.
According to a statement issued by the
Ministry on Saturday: the symposium is
part of a series of dialogues stemming from
the Jordanian Narrative Project and aims to
highlight the components of the Jordanian
narrative related to people and land.

The second phase of the “Healthy
Minds, Bright Future” program has been

launched in the Balga Youth Directorate.

he second phase of the “Healthy Minds

Bright Future” program: implemented by
the Ministry of Youth in cooperation with the
Ministry of Health UNICEF: and Generations
For Peace: has commenced at the Salt Youth
Center; the Balqga Model Youth Center; and
the Arda Model Youth Center. The program:
targeting the 1624- age group in its second phase:
aims to enhance awareness of mental health and
psychosocial well-being by providing safe and
supportive spaces within youth centers. It also
facilitates mental health education: reduces
the stigma associated with mental healths
and develops the skills of young people and
adolescents while promoting positive behaviors.

The bakens
sons..!!

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

Hashemite University Receives
International Accreditation ior

Teacher Preparation Program

Zarqa - The Hashemite University has
achieved a new academic milestone by
receiving international accreditation
for its Teacher Preparation Diploma
Program (CAEP). This achievement
reflects the university's advanced
academic standing and its ongoing
efforts to develop its academic programs
according to the highest international
standards.

According to a university statement issued on
Saturday. University President Dr. Khaled
Al-Hayari affirmed that this accomplishment
represents a significant milestone in the
university's journey towards excellence and
leadership.

Under royal directives...

~

The Chiel of the Royal Court meets with 350
prominent fngures irom the Zarga tovernorate

@ Royal communication with citizens embodies the Strength of the relationship between the Hashemite leadership and the people.
@ Royal directives focus on improving services and supporting development in various governorates.
@ The Kings visit to Zarqa reflects his keenness to follow up on citizens) needs on the ground.

@ Ypeakers extend their warmest congratulations to the King on the anniversary oi Independence Day.
@ Speakers commend the royal directive to expedite the implementation oi the industrial city project.

K@ Speakers present the governorate)s needs and its service and development priorities.

The Jordanian Economic Forum Discusses
the Reality of the Tourism Sector in Petra

mman
The Jordanian Economic
Forum held a dialogue
session entitled “Petra... A
Roadmap Towards Resilience
and Adaptation,” hosting
the Chairman of the Board
of Commissioners of the
Petra  Development and
Tourism Region Authority:
Engineer Adnan Al-Sawa’ir.
in the presence of the Forum’s
Chairman, Dr. Khair Abu
Sa’ileek: and a number of board
members and members of the
general assembly.
According to a
issued by the Forum on
Saturday. the session: held
under the patronage of the
Haider Murad & Sons Group:

statement

discussed the reality of the
tourism sector in Petra and the
challenges posed by regional
developments to inbound
tourism. It also addressed the
Authority’s plans to enhance
the resilience of the tourist
city: diversify income sources:
and stimulate development
projects and infrastructure

thus ensuring the sustainability
of economic activity in the
region.

Abu Sa’ileek stated that most
of the topics discussed during
the session fell under three
main  themes: investment
infrastructure; and  raising
awareness or building
developmental consciousness.

Al-Koura Endowments Directorate Launches Hﬂll Awareness llllllﬂllve

rbid

The Al-Koura Endowments Directorate
launched an initiative entitled “The
Pilgrim’s Guide to Islamic Law.” aimed
at educating those intending to perform
Hajj this year about the Islamic rulings:
ritualsc and etiquette related to the
pilgrimage. The initiative included a
series of sermons: guidance sessions: and
awareness lectures presented by the Mufti
of Irbid Governorate. Dr. Abdullah
Rababa’a; and the Mufti of Al-Koura
Districtc Dr. Abdullah Miqdadi. These

sessions provided adetailed explanationof Islamic law.
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the pillars: obligations: and prohibitions
of Hajj. along with answering pilgrims’
inquiries and clarifying the most
important jurisprudential issues that
pilgrims need to know while performing
the rituals. The Al-Koura Endowments
Directorate emphasized that the initiative
is part of the Ministry of Endowments:
Islamic Affairs and Holy Places’ efforts
to enhance religious awareness and
disseminate correct Islamic knowledge:
thus enabling pilgrims to perform their
rituals correctly and in accordance with
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(reater Taiila Municipality Begins Rehabilitating
Secondary Roads in Al-Hussein Area

afila
The  Greater Tafila Municipality
has begun implementing maintenance:

rehabilitation: and road opening works in the
Al-Hussein area: as part of its rehabilitation.
maintenance. and paving projects for the
current year across its five districts. The
projects. costing approximately Y,A million
Jordanian dinars: are being carried out in
cooperation with the Tafila Governorate
Council.

Dr. Muhammad Al-Karimin: Head of the
Greater Tafila Municipality Committee:
confirmed that the rehabilitation and
maintenance projects; utilizing hot asphalt
mixes¢ will encompass the municipality's
five administrative districts: downtown
Tafila, Al-Husseinc Wadi Zaid: Aima: and
Al-Ais.

He explained that the municipality has
already begun paving and rehabilitating
roads in the Al-Hussein area; particularly
in the Al-Aroudh: Sanfaha: and Arweim
communities; where roads suffered cracks
and damage due to the rains experienced
in the governorate during the last rainy
season. He noted that these projects were
implemented in response to the demands
and needs of the area's residents. Al-Karim
explained that the ongoing work is part of the
municipality's plan to improve infrastructure
and raise the level of services provided to
citizens: thereby contributing to enhanced
traffic safety and facilitating traffic flow
within residential areas.

The work includes the commencement of
rehabilitation and maintenance work on
School Street: in addition to conducting
a comprehensive field survey of all streets
requiring maintenance and preparing them
for complete rehabilitation.




