Turkiye may consider
role in Hormuz
demining after Iran-
US deal, minister says
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Maritime Authority:
Reducing vessel
processing time and
facilitating procedures
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Is Israel's ‘buffer zone'
expansion a hid to
control Lebanon’s
offshore gas?
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Haj Toufiq: Regional
tensions highlight
the importance of

stable land corridors
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News

Turkiye may consider role in Hormuz
(emining aiter Iran-US deal, minister Says

MEARA Turkish Foreign Minister

Hakan Fidan said that Turkiye
could consider taking part in demining
operations in the Strait of Hormuz
following 4 possible peace agreement
between lran and the United States,
Fidan. speaking to reporters in London
on Friday evening, zaid a technical team
was expected to carry out mine-clearing
work in the strait after any agreement,
adding that Turkive viewed such efforts
pmi'rix'rl].' in principle as a humanitarian
duty.
Here are some details
rentarks:
— Fidan said any demining wark would
be carried out by a technmical team
from variows countries: formed after a
possible Iran- US peace agreement
— Turkive would have “no. problem®

from Fidan's

with participating in mine-clearing
operations under those conditions

UN righis chief call§ ior arms freeze as report
(efails widespread violations in Lebanon conilict

EW YORK CI'TY: A UN human

rights report published on Friday
documented  widespread deaths;
displacements and damage to civilian
infrastructure in Lebanon during the
first three weeks of hostilities between
Hezhollah and Tsrael. The UN's high
commissioner for human rights: Volker
Turk, called on all states to halt arms
sales or transfers where there was a clear
risk they could be used to commit serious
vinlations of international humanitarian
law. The report said the escalation in
Lebanon, which began in early March,
has had significant and ongoing effects
on a broad range of human rights issues;
including the rights to life. health,
education food, housing, works a safe
environment. freedom of movement,
and freedom of religion or belief.
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Witkofl, Kushner heading (o
Pakistan Ior uncertain Iran talks

SLAMABALY L%

envoys  headed to
the Pakistani capital
Saturday in a bid to
kickstart 2 new round
of peace negotiations
with [ran amid a fragile
ceasefire, though  the
prospect of direct talks
remained uncertain.
The White Hounse said
emissaries Steve Withoff
and Jared Kushmner wouald
engage in an “in-person
conversation”™ with
Iramian  representatives.
but Iranian state
media said that direct
negotiations were not in
the cards.
Iran's Foreign Minister
Abbas  Araghchi arrived
in lslamabad on Friday.
[slamabad lacked down
hetore talks
Pakictan's capital
Istamabad appeared to
be in a near-lockdown
Saturday morning: hours
after Araghchi arrived on
a closely watched visit as
Pakistan attempis 1o ease
tensions  between  the
United States and Tran:
AP reported.
The weeklong security
resirictions hawve
disrupted daily life; with
hundreds of thousands
of residents  struggling
to commute even shont
distances. Checkpoints.
road closures and
diversions have
become routine  sights.
particularly around
SEnSIHVE ZOM0ES.
The usually busy arterics
leading to the airport

and the heavily fortified
Red Zone were largely
deserted early Saturday.
with movement tightly
restricted. Soldiers
and police were at key

intersections while
helicopters circled
overhiead.

[he measures  werne

reinforced over the past
24 hours on the city's
ouniskirts with additional
forces stationed  along
key airport access routes.
Soldiers were visible on
rooftops overlooking
major approach roads
particularly near  the
airport where the Iranian
delegation  arrived late
Fridav.

Iran defense ministry says
US  secks ‘face-saving'
way out of war

Iran’s defense ministry on
Saturday said the United
States was  seeking a
“face-saving” way to exit
the warn as US CTIVOVS
traveled to Pakistan for

é‘h

peace negotiations.

"Our  military  power
today is a dominant
force. and the enemy is
looking for a face-saving
way to escape the war
quagmire it has become
trapped in.” media outlet
ISNA quoted a ministry
spokesperson as saving.
White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt
parlicr =aid Withotf and
Fushmer would head to
Pakistan on Saturday "to
engage in talks ... with
representatives from the
Iranian delegation.”™
"The Iramians reached
out, as the president
calied on them to dow and
asked for this in-person
conversation.” Lavitt
said. adding that the talks
would “hopefully move
the ball forvrard toward a
deal.™

Leavitt said Vice President
I} Vance: wha led o first
round of negotiations in
lslamabad twao weeks ago

that concluded without a
deal. would not be joining
for the time being but
was on "standby to fly to
Pakistan if necessarv,”

[ramian state telewision
said Araghchi has no

plans te meet with
the Americans.  and
[slamabad would serve

as & bridge to “convey”
Iranian proposals to end
the conflict.

Pakistan's foreign
ministry said Araghchi
had arrived in Islamahad
to discuss “ongoing efforts
for regional peace and
stability” with Pakistani
officials, without directly
referencing  talks  with
Witkoff and Kushner.

An lranian spnkcsmun
said Arapghchi  would
visit Oman snd Russia
after the Pakistan stop to
discuss efforts to end the
war launched against the
Islamic Republic by Isracl
and the United States on
February 28.

as the doctrine of “forward
defense.”™

Lebanon mow the
challenge of how to respond
toy what it sees as a new threat

FIRUT: Lebanon  Faces

growing concern over what
officials describe as potential
Israeli encroachment onto its

faces

in  effect;
amendment.”
maritime
demarcation
between Lebanon and Esrael

The

with no  official

barder

agrecmen 1

Is Israel’s ‘huiler zone’ expansion
a bid to control Lebanon’s oiishore gas?

issue diplomatically, including
at the UM and with the US as
mediaton, she added.

offshore energy resources; after
the Israeli military published a
map extending its buffer zone
into the Mediterrancan, raising
questions about the fate of the
CJana gas ficld.

The mapy released by the Esraeli
army on April 19 amid a fragile
ceasefire  with  Hezbollahe
outlines  the  deployment
of its forces following their
advance into parts of southern
Lebamon which  lsrael  zaid
was intended to prevent direct
threats to its northern towns.
lsracl's  newly  delineated
Yellow Line.™ which marks
the expanded buffer 2one
abowt 510 km into Lebanese
territory, appeared to extend
not only across arcas south
of the Litani River — where
lsracli forces pushed decper
during the recent war — but
alen into maritimeé arcas
including waters linked to the
Clana gas field.

The development has triggered
atarm in Beirut. particolarly
as Lebanon had - secured
exploration rights in Qana
under a US-brokered maritime
border agreement with lsrael

in 2022, following years of

complex negotiations.

Analysts and observers warned
that Israel's expansion of its
operational map into the sea
could signal a shift toward
asserting  influence  owver
offshore resources, mirroring
what they describe on land

to its sovereignty both on land

and its offshore economic
lifeline.

Retired Brig. Gien. Mounir
Shehadeh: former head  of

Lebanon's Military Court. said
lsrael would face significant
challenges in attempting to
control ot exploit offshore gas
FCROUTCES.

“Contral over gas HAelds is
not that simple. A field is
ool just a maritime 5pacc.*
he told Arab News. noting
that felds such as Qana
(Block 9) require extensive
infrastructure including
drilling and production
platforms and the involvement
of international  companies
such as TotalEnergics.

He stressed that any temporary
military control would not
translate imto the ability to
extract gas or derive economic
benefit.

“Maritime operations differ
fundomentally from  land
occupation.  Israel may

assert military pressure; but
it cannot legally operate gas
ficlds unilaterally without the
participation of international
firms.” Shehadeh said.

Any company working in a
disputed area without a formal

agreement  risks  sanctions
and legal disputes; he added.
warning that the political

and financial costs would he
considerahble,

Israeli Prime fdinister
Benjamin  Netanyahu  said
he plans to establish a buffer
zone extending from Lebanese
territorial waters in the south
to the Syrian side of Mount
Hermwon, wia its  lLebanese
slopes.

In  [ebanon,  officials  have
described the mowve as [srael
“reshaping the map of the

region.
Shehadeh warned thai any
attempl o seize Lebanese

il helds would amount to
4 major I'lq,!glt:ll'!il.l excalation
and a direct threat to the
Fastern Mediterranean's
economic infrastructure. one
that could spark a far wider

confrontation, not a one-off
aperation.
Addressing, whiether the

maritime border demarcation
prevents  such a  move
Lhehadeh said that the 2022
agreement. mediated by US
envoy Amos Hochstein serves
as a significant deterrent.

“T| clearly  defines  the

[ine

maAritime
23 and implicitly recognizes
Lebanon's right to  develop
the Qana held” he told Arab
MNews.

Doundary,

There is also an  indirect
mechanism v sharing
reventes in the event of 3

genlogical extenslom  bul
its koundaries remain to be
determined.

The agreement, Shehadeh
said, is not & full pedce ireaty,
but  wha prevents military
violations  depends  largely
o political  balance  and
deterrence, not just the faw.
"Ta be more precises the
agreement makes it difficult
bor [srael 1o act unilaterally,
but it does no prevent it an
the groumd if it decides to
IL'riL'.:ll:i‘.q.'. 3

[ebanese Minister of Emergy
and Water [oe Saddi said the
[araeli map does not change
any of the Facts established
by the maritime border
demarcation agreement,” and
that “the agreement remains

is legally binding on hoth
signatories and has been
registered with the UN.
Lawyer Christina Abi Haidar,
an expert in  energy and
governance law: said it would
be illegal for lsrael to cancel it
unitaterally.

“Legally Hpq:-.ﬂ..mg_ any change
ta the agreement  requires
the consent of both parties.”™
she told Arab Mews, “The
agrecment also stipulates that
any party objecting must file a
complaint with the American
side: which has not accurred.
At this stage; no changes are
permissible.”

[sracli Energy Minister Eli
Cohen  said in mid-March
that the lsracli govermment

was considering -_'Em.'-u:!lng the
maritime border demarcation
agreement.

Abi Haidar warned that no
company would move forward
with drilling operations while
the country remains at war.
She said it remains unclear
whether Block 9 has been
formally awarded to the
consortinm or approved by the
Lebanese government.

“Either way, as long as the
country is in a state of war
this is no moment to be talking
about investment,” she said.
Even if the fighting ends. any
continued [sracli presence in
the occupied border strip would
require Lebanon to escalate the

However, Lebanon s situation
15 largely without precedent

“Here vou have a country
technically at war with lsrael,
yet one that managed to strike
a maritime demarcation deal
through American mediation,”
she said, pointing out that
lzrael has not signed the UN
Convention on the Law of the
Sea — a factor that complicated
negotiations  and  ultimately
led Lebanon to accept Us
involvement in reaching the
current arrangement.

lsracl, meanwhile, appeared
to be seeking to establish a
buffer zone stretching from the
slopes of Mount Hermon in
Syria to Lebanon's territorial
waters. a move that could give
it significant leverage in future
negotiations  over  offshore
FES0rCEs,

It also casts a long shadow aver
the  maritime demarcation
agreement  with  Lebanon
and the fate of the oil and gas
reserves  lying  beneath the
grabed.

Shehadeh  dismiissed  1srael’s
Yellow Line as having no legal
standing.

“It carries no weight under
international law.” he told
Arab Mews.

“It is a military and media tool
aimed at creating new realities
on the ground and n:xp.mnillw,
Israel’s room for maneuver.'
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Maritime Authority:
Reducing vessel processing time
and lacilitating procedures

he Jordan Maritime Commission said it
is working to facilitate the entry and exit
procedures of vessels at Jordanian ports noting
a significant reduction tn the time required
to complete transactions and administrative

processes.  which  enhances  operational
ethciency and supports transit traffic through
the Kingdom's ports.

Chairman  of  the Jordan Maritime
Commission Omar Al-Dahbas said durlng
a meefing at the Jordan Chamber of
Commerce to discuss the state of transit
trade that the authority is handling ship and
container operations with flexibility. while
maintaining the necessary regulatory amd
technical procedures,

He added that efforts are ongoing to improve
the quality of services provided to shipping
lines and agents. helping to reduce procedural
complexities,

Al-Dabbas also pointed to continued work
on  developing  inspection  svsbems and
strengthening coordination  with  relevant
entities, including joint commitiees, o énsure
sitooth movement of  wvessals  and CAFED
without compromising safety and regulatory
requirements,  thereby ::rn:::ghening the
position of Jordanian pons within regional
trade fows.

He stressed that eulmn-_'ing Joint conperation
and unifying efforts among  stakeholders
it essenbial to r_ilew-]::-ping the maritime
and logistics  systemy  im the Kingdom,
accelerating decision-making and improving
implementation Efﬁ{jenc].r.

In a related context. the Jordan Chamber

of Commerce discussed the state of
transit trade. along with opportunities
and challenges amid cuorrent regional

conditions, with the participation of public
and private sector representatives amd
relevant stakeholders.

Participants emphasized the importance
of strengthening Jordan's position as a
regional logistics hub capable of adapting
to shifts in global trade, benefiting from its
geographic location. security stability, and
infrastructure.

They also called for develaping the transport
and logistics system and simplifving customs
and administrative  procedures o ensure
smooth movement of goods through ports and
border crossings, enhancing Jordan's role in
transit frade.

Haj Touliq:

g ool

Jordan affirms its solidarity
and support for Kuwait

ordan has condemned the

attack that targeted two sites
in the northern land border
posts of the sisterly State of
Kuwait: carried out by two
drones coming from the sisterly
Republic of Irag.
In a statement. the Ministry of
Foreign Atfairs and Expatriates
atfirmed Jordan’s full solidarity
with the government and
people of Kuwait, and its
complete support for all steps
taken by Kuwait to safeguard
its  sovereignby, security. and

the safety of its citizens. Tt also
rejected and condemned any
violation of state sovereignty

and any attempt to threaten
the security and stability of the
FEgIO.

Social Security Investment Fund
assets reach 19.2 billion dinars

he assets of the Social

Security Investment Fund
rose to 19.2 hillion Jordanian
dinars by the end of the first
quarter of 2026 compared
to 187 billion dinars at
the beginning of the wyear
recording a growth of 2.8
percents equivalent to 593
million dinars.
This growth is - attributed to
an increase in comprehensive
income: which reached around
485.6 million dinars during
the first quarter; compared to

2.7 million dinars in the same
period last year, in addition to
a pension surplus transferred
from the Social Security
Corporation . amounting o
about 30 million dinars.
Comprehensive income
consists of net income of 152.7
million dinars, along with an
increase in the valuation of the
strategic equity portfolio by
approximately 2324 million
dinars.
Net income from investment
portfolios  also  grew by 5.4
percent compared to the same
period  last  year. distributed
across the bond portfolio at
164 million dinars: the equity
portfolio at 50.7 million dinars,
money market instruments at
28.7 million dinars, in addition
to income from other portfolios.
Regarding cash dividends from
companies’ Tesulls for 2025

the tund expects its share of
dividends o exceed 200 million
dinars so far. with the greater
impact expa::n!d to be reflectad
in the results of the secomd
guarter of the current year.

The fund's aszets are disteibutad
ag  ftollowss  bonds  56.79%,
equities 20.7%, money market
instruments 10.5%. real estats
investments 6% loans 2.8%,
and tourism portfolio 1.7%.
Chairman of the Social Security
Investment Rpard Chonar
Malhas said that surpassing the
19-billion-dinar mark reflects
“a pradent investment approach
based on  diversification, risk
management; and sustainable
returms.

He added that 2026 is witnessing
EX[ENEI0nN in investments
in  major national  projects
including a 7% stake in the
Aqaba Railway project and a
1 5% stake in the Witional Water
Carrier project. in addition fo
participation in bank financing

llolall Jlonll dolall dungaoll
soclal Security Corporation

andd touerism projects.

For his part, fund CEO Ezzedine
Kamakrish athrmed  that the
first quarter of this vear saw
active imvestment movemenis.
including strengthening
imvestments  in the Amman
Stock Exchange and expanding
in the banking mining and
real estate sectors - as well as
exploring new opporiunities
in education, technology, and

mikning.
He moted that the fonds
investments in strategic

prodects have hath direct - and
indirect impacts. contributing
fo supporting  the  national
economy  and enhancing  the
fiancial - sustainability of the
social Security Fund,

The fund comtinues according
o its officials: to strengthen its
role as a fong-term institutional
investor that balances returns
generation  with support  for
major development projects in
the Kingdom.

Regional tensions highlight

the importance of stable land corridors

he Jordam  Chamber  of
Comimeree discussed the
reality of transit trade, along with

flexible policies in managing border
CTOS5INES
round- the-clock

and  ports, including

operations,

News

opportunitics and challenges under
current regional conditions, during a
meeting attended by representatives
from the public and private sectors
and relevant stakeholders.
Farticipants n.mpha.mcd the
importance . of  strengthening
lordan's position as & regional
logistics hub  capable of keeping
pace with shifis in global trade
flows. benefiting from its geographic
location,  security  stability,  and
advanced infrastructure.

In & statemnent issued on Saturday.
the Chamber said attendees stressed
the need to develop the transport and
logistics systemn and simplify customs
and administrative procedures to
ensure the smooth flow of goods
through ports and border crossings,
thereby enhancing Jordan’s role in
transit trade amid regional challenges
and changes in international trade
FrAltes,

President of the Jordan Chamber
of Commerce Khalil Al-Haj Toufig
said that recent regiomal tensions

and contlicts  have highlighted

the importance of stable land and
logistice corridors: especially amid
disruptions to some maritime and
alr routes and rising global shipping
costs. He noted that fordan possesses
key advamtages that qualify it to
play a central role In fransii frade
most notably (s strategic location.
the logistics infrastructure in Agaba,
specialized ports and the official
direction  toward  developing  the
transport and logistics sector as an
ECONGMIC prioTity.

Al-Haj Toufig added that these
factors enable fordan to strengthen its
position as & regional redistribution
huby serving the Iragi. Syrian and
Gulf markets.

He pointed out that Jordan has
successfully managed reglonal crises

with high efficiency. particularly
in  securing food stocks  and
maintaining the continuity of trade
and exports  despite  peopolitical
challenges: attributing this w effective
partnership between the public and
[Private sechiors.

He stressed that the Kingdom
has 4 significant opportunity o
enhance its role as a reglonal transit

trade center, given the presence of

important  neighboring  markets,
calling for leveraging this advantage
and  boosting  Jordan’s  regional
competitivensess.

During  the meeting. participants
alsr  highfighted  the  importance
of developing transport systems
support  services, and  clearance
procedures, as well as  adopting

advancing electronic data exchange
with neighboring countries. and
improving inspection mechanisms
to balance efficiency and oversight.

They affirmed that Jordan has strategic
Eapﬂhjlllll_‘. that qualify it to become
o regional trade and redistribution
hub, calling for translating these
advantages  into  practical palicies
that enhance trade Hows and support
the natiomal economy. while taking
advantage of shifis in global trade
routes—particularly amid disruptions
in mwritime corridors—to reinforce
jordans role as a safe and altermative
trade passage. Agaba  Authority:
Rising shipping activity reflects the
strategic  importance  of  Aqgaba's
lecation Commissioner for Investment
and Economic Affairs at the Aqaba
Special Ecomomic Zone Authority.
Mohammad Abu Omar said  the
authority  has worked to  prepare
and allocate multiple  investment
Opportunities across various sectors
including industrial and logistics
fields; to strengthen Agaba’s role as a
key hub for regional trade flows.

The government laamehes

the «My Marriages packape i
Simpilly marriade provedures:
(And rejoice, O Nilala)

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

For a fleeting moment. many thought a
glimmer of hope had appeared with the
government’s announcement of the "My
Marriage Package” to simplify marriage
procedures. Young people imagined a real
breakthrough on their path to stability and
bidding farewell to bachelorhood. Some even
thought there would be affordable housing
loans for newlyweds or loans for furniture
and wedding halls. But this hope quickly
fadied when it became clear that the initiative
was limited to streamlining paperwork and
organizing documents through the Chief
[ustice's Department, withoot a-iu:lrmmg the
core of the financial crisis that burdens them.
The reality today is far harsher than what
an administrative package and a media blitz
from the government can solve. A gram
of gold is approaching 100 dinars, a figure
encugh to overwhelm any young man whose
income doesn't’ exceed 300 dinars. How
can a young man atford a dowry that might
require hundreds of grams? And how many
vears wiotld he have to work just to cover this
expense? Because Crises never come .r.i|1p;|1l,'.
gold is no longer the only ohstacle. The cost
of wedding halls has also become exorbitant
and booking a modest hall now drains
months' savings. Add to that the searing
gold prices and the ever-increasing costs
of wedding halls, leaving young men with
two equally hitter choicess either take out
foans and fall into a cycle of debt or postpone
marriage and remain single indefinitely.

The problem. government is no longer about
simplifying the paperwork tor marriage, but
rather about the complexities of life for young
people. The current equation is unbalanced:
limited incomes versus high social demands
and a culture that still links marriage to
appearances. from dowries to gold to
extravagant celcbrations that  disregard
people's realities. With this gap persisting.
the rates of delayed marriage among young
men and women are rising. This isnt a
matter of luxury or choice: but a direct result
of a clear economic hardship. And here lies
the real questions Is simplifying paperwork
enough to solve a crisis of this magnitude?
The solution cannot be purely administrative;
a broader vision is needed: policies that
support  affordable  housings  genuine
interest-free  loans: initiatives to control
marriage costs and  serious  community
encouragement to reduce dowries, gold.
and wedding expenses. Without a change in
this svstem. all initiatives will remain mere
beautiful ttles with no real impact. Taoday.
voung Jordanians face a difficult reality.
summarized in a simple question: How
can [ get married when my salary doesn’
even cover half the cost? Between the cost
of marriage and the reality of inflation, the
truth becomes clean the problem isn't the
paperwork, but the cost of living, which has
made marriage a postponed dream tor an
entire generation. Amidst the circulating
figures that speak of hundreds of thousands
of women over the age of thirty-five whao
remain unmarried. the most important fact
remains that the phenomenaomn is on the rise.
Even if the accuracy of the figures varies, the
issue is no Ennl[cr just a statistic; it's a n':a.li'r:,'
that society expericnces daily. The age of
marriage is noticeably delayed for both
womert and men in general. Whether the
figurcs are accurate or exaggerated. what
cannot be denied is that the delay in the age of
marriage in Jordan is no anp;cr an individual
case, but has become a social phenomenon
that is expanding year after year. The term
“spinsterhood” in Jordan is no longer a mere
social observation, but a worrying indicator
of a profound shift in the social fabric. The
rising age of marriage for young men and
womer is often no longer o personal choice.
but a direct result of accumulated economic
and cultural pressures that have made
marriage seem like a decizsion postponed
indefnitely.

The reasons are not limited to the economic
aspect alones although it carries significant
weight. Social and cultural Factors also play a
role in complicating the situation. Theculture
of “appezrances” remains strongly present
where marriage is sometimes measured
by the size of the celebration or the value of
the dowry, rather than the strength of the
relationship. Furthermore: certain customs
associated with high dowries and exaggerated
expectations contribute to closing doors for
many young people. On the other hand.
girls also live a different equations but no less

dithicult.
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National exports grow by 3.0%
during the first iwo monihs of 2026

TR
The Department of Statistics released its
monthly report on foreign trade; indicating
that the value of national exports increased
by 3.0% during the first two months of 2026,
reaching 1.350 million dinars:. while the
value of re-exports decreased by 12.6% to 361
million dinars.
Therefore: the total value of exports reached
L7011 million dinars: registering o slight
decrease of 1.8 percent compared to the same
period in 2025.
Similarly: imports decreased by 2.5 percent
o reach 3005 million dinars during the
first twio months of 2026, Consequently: the
trade deficit reached 1.294 miilion dinars a
decrease of 65 milllon dinars or 4.8 percenk
compared to the same period in 2025,
The ratio of total exports (o impors reached
57.0 percent during the first two months of
204 |.'|'rl'|'|'|'l:n'|.='d tor 56,0 percent for the same
period in 2025 an increase of | percentage
point.  Regarding the monthly performance
for February 2026, total exports reached 811
million dinars; comprising 643 million dinars
in domestic exports and 168 million dinars
in re-exports. Imports amounted to [502
million dinars. resulting in & trade deficit
of 631 million dinars for February 2026.
Compared to the same month in 2025; total
exports decreased by 6.8 percenti domestic
cxports by 4.9 percent, and re-exports by
13.4 percents while imports increased by 6.0
percent leading to a 26,3 percent increase in
the trade deficit. Regarding the commadity
composition of foreign trade during the first
twor monkhs of 2026, the increase in naticnal
exports was concentrated m the following

The government launcies

Ie /My Marriages package (o
simplify marriage procedures:
{And rejeice, O Hilala!)

Ehaled Eharzer Al-Ehrisha

A US court blocks Trumps efforts (o prevent
migranis from seeking asylium al (e border.

ashington

A LULS, federal appeals court has
ruled that President Donald Trump cannot
prevent migrants from seeking asylum at the
border. The U.5, Court of Appeals for the
Dristrict of Columbia Circuil upheld a lower
court ruling that Trump exceeded his legal
authorty when he barred migrants who
crossed the UL5.-Mexico border ilfegally
from applving for asylum.
The judges stated, "Congress did not intend
o grant the executive branch the broad
removil powers it claims.”
They added, "Congress enacted the Asylum
Act... togive all alien individuals ‘physically
present’ in the United States the right to
apply for asylum and have their claims
considered individually.”

With my projects, the Agaba Port Rallway and the National Carrier 3

Jordan Is Sirengthening 1ts economic resilience
with major national Strategic projecis.

ﬂ mimnan

Jordan is rapidly building a solid
foundation 1o bolster its sconomic
resilience through major
imvestment projects that target
kev  sectors. thus  strengthening
its ability o withstand regiomal
transiormations.

These nateonal projects: the fruit
of continuous royal  directives
reflect a fundamental shift in the
frijec I::_:-r'}'1||:1||-.! national economy.
moving from the planning stage to
actual  implermentation:  thereby
reinforcing  its  strength  and
sources of power.

Prime Minister Dr. Jaafar Hassan
witnessed the signing of agreements
to initiate the practical procedures
for implementing the Aqaba Port
Railway project and to establish a
jioint |ordanian-Emirati company
to undertake the construction
and operation of the Agaba Port
Railway. He also witnessed the
signing of the final technical and
legal agreement for the National
Carrier project. paving the way for
hingnctal closwre in July and the

told the Jordan News Agency
(Petea} that the tree return on
the two projects is no measured
by their financial returns. but
rather hﬂ. their ability to reshape
the national ECONMMNY:  increase
its productivity, and enhance its
capacity tw achieve sustainable
growth within an unstable regional
cnvironment, The head of the
Palestinian: Jordanian Business
Forume Engineer Narmi Atmeh.
affirmed that the accelerated pace
of implementing major investment

the “backbone” of the Kingdom's
eCONOmic security.

He stated that the MNational Water
Carrier Project is not merely a
golution to the water crisia, but
a goarantee for the sustainability
of productive sectors. He added
that providing water at stable costs
will enhance the competitiveness
of the agricultural and industrial
cectiors and create an attractive
environment for major investments
that had previously been hesitant
due o water scarcity challenpes,

cxplaining that the rail link will
significantly reduce shipping costs
and connect Jordan to its regional
and international  depth more
efficiently. He also noted that these
projects serve as vital lifekines,

He emphasized that the forum
views  (hese steps  spearheaded
by Hiz Majesty King aAbdullah
[ with great optimism. seeing
them as a golden apportunity for
the private sectar to contribute (o
development. He affirmed that
these propects will directly impact
growth  rates and  contribute
o reducing unemplovment by
providing thousands of direct
and indirect job opportunities
thus strengthening the national
economy’s resilience in the face of
Crises,

For his par: Enginecr Abdul
Bahman Abu Teir a member of the
board of directors of the Jordanian
Businessmen  Association. stated
that the accelerated and clear
implementation of major projects
representsa pivelal development in
the Jordanian economic structiure
particularly in @ regional context

commencement  of

Comstruetion
and excavatlon work nexi sumamer.

kﬁ-rmmiu and Investment experts

projects. represents. a historic  He added that the milway project
turning point in  the national represents a revolution
cconomy. describing  them  as  transportation and logistics systeo

characterized by supply  <hain
disruptionsand increasing pressure
BlE Fesolrces.

in  fthe

INJAZ to Hold Final Competition ior
Business Challenge Program Nexi Tuesday

FYNETEAL
Injaz Foundaiion,
in prlrl:mr.nhip with King
Trust International and the
Ministry of Education, will
hold the final competition
for the Business Challenge
Program for the 20252026-
academic year next Tuesday.
[hirteen teams have qualified
for the final round: selected
from over 1003 teams that
participated in the progran:s
warious stages and the semi-
finals.
According Lo a statement issued
by the foundation on Saturday,
rore than 50040 students
participated in the program
during the past academic vear.
With the help of experienced
volunfeers,  the students
gained pm._'[icul and engaging
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experiencess  learning  about
key terms and concepts in the
world of entreprepeurship and
business ethivs,

The final competition consists of
fwo parts. The frst parl involves
a presentation fo 4 judging panel
comprised of entreprensurs an
experts in I'.".1-|i|.|'|!t.‘\.|'|i|'|ﬂ. starfups.
[n this presentation, students
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The Maisenal Business Enireprensurship

Competition for Bcheols

“Enterpriss Busmses Challengs Propmm

2008 - 20 2e"

will explain theirentreprenewrial
projects and their importance o
socielys aiming for real-world
implementation. The  secomd
patri inwolves an  interactive
computer  simulation  game
where students butld a startup
company and engage in business
|r|'l|."r'.lrt|'r|'|1' in an interactive
WY,

Witkoil, Kushner heading to Pakistan for uncertain Iran talks

SLAMABAD, US envoys and Jared Kushner would before talks

headed to the Pakistani enpage in
to kickstart a new

[ram armed a fragile ceaselire
though  the prospect of cands,
direct  talks  remained Iran's
uneertain.
The White
emissaries

Haouse

Steve  Witkoff Islamabad
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an “in-person Pakistan’s
capital Saturday in a bid conversation” with Iranian Islamabad
round représentatives: but Iranian be in a2
of peice negoliations with state media said that direct Saturday
negotiations were not in the after

Foreign

appeared

MEOTTIng,.
Araghchi

Pakastan attempts

down reported.

gl e
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capital
L14]
near=lockdown
honrs
arrived
on o closely watched visil
Mimister as
Abbas. Araghchi arrived in
sald Tslamabad on Friday.
locked
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Fiucational experts; Requiring a feacher
qualification diplom is a strategic pillar ior
reform and improving te quality of education,

mirmnan

Educational experts have affirmed
that the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education’s decision to require a teacher
qualification diploma is 2 key component
of educstional reformu reflecting a  shift
from reliance on academic qualifications to
comprehensive professional development.

In statements 1o the Jordan Mews Agency
(Petra) they added that with the continued
development of this program. it i expected
o significantly contnbile o improving the
quality of education and preparing a pew
generation of teachers {4|}'|:||_'!-|-:' il rr||-:'E||'|g
future challenges and keeping pace with
global changes. This preparation will equip
them with the skills and COnpretencies
necessary to influence and guide students
toward the future in accordamce with its
demands,

Or. Burhan Hamadnely Dean of the
Faculty of Educational Sciences at Ajloun
Mational Universitv. stated that there are
clear indicators of the implementation of a
strategic plan to develop the education sector
and a comprehensive reform approsch
aimed at enhancing the quality of education
in Jordan and strengthening its efficiency at
all levels,

He explained thal investing in the training
of educational sl in cooperation with
leading national institutions: curriculum
developments  digital fransiormation.
and improving school infrastructure are
all qualitative steps that will reshape the
educational  environment @ meet  the
demands of ihe imes
visions, and the lahor market.

modernization




