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News

Israel vows fo level homes In Lebanon,
counter threats with ‘il iorce’

EIRUT.
military had been instructed to use
“full force™ against threats in Lebanon

Lebanonr [srael said 3ts

despite a trucer and vowed to level
homes allegedly used by Hezbollah: with
state media reporting demolitions were
underway on Sunday.

Some displaced residents have rushed
back o their homes in the south but
others are hesitant, uncertain about the
durability of the 10-day truce that came
into effect on Fridave halting weeks of
fighting between Israel and Hezbollah.
In the willage of Dibbine: an AFP
correspondent saw @ man inspecting
damage to his home and people walking
near the rubble of destroyed buildings.
In 5rifac another correspondent saw
people unfovading belongings including
matiresses and a washing machine as
they returned to the southern village.
Elsewhere: an AFP correspondent saw
people traveling away from the south
after retrieving belongings from  their
homes.

Israeli Defense Minister [srael EKatx
said he and Prime Minister Benjamin
MNetanyahu had instructed the army “to
act with full force. both on the ground
and from the air including during the
ceaschire. in order to protect our soldiers
in Lebanon from any threat.”

He said the military had also been
ordered to demolish amy structure or
road that was "booby- tmppcd " and *
remaove the houses in the contact m]]agn:;
near the border that served in every
respect as Hezhaollah terror outposts, ™
Lebanon's  statesrun Mational  Mews
Agency (NMNA) said that “the [sracli
enemy is still destroying what remains
of houses™ in Bint |beil on Sundav after
reporting demaolitions a day earlier in the
town. which saw heavy fighting between
lsraeli forces and Hezbollah before the
ceasehire,

The NNA also said the Isracli army was
“blowing up houses in Mais Al-Jabal”
and “carrying out a sweep operation
and detonations” in Deir Seryan: both
also near the border: while the town of
Kunin "was subjected to enemy artillery
shelling. ™

On Saturday: lsrael’s military said it
had established a *Yellow Line” in south
Lebanon similar ta the one in Gaza that
scparates areas held by Istacli forces

from those controlled by militant group
Hamas.

‘Expansionism’

On Sunday: the military published
2 map showing its "forward defense
line” and an area in red stretching the
length of the border where it said forces
were operating to dismantle Hexbollah
infrastructure and "prevent direct threats
to communities in northern Israel.”

It later suid soldiers killed an “armed
terrorist” who crossed the line,

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan
on Sunday dencunced what he- called
“lsrach expansionism” in Lebanon.

The truce took effect days after the first
high-level meeting between Lebanon
and lsracl in decades: pansing & war that
has killed nearly 2.300 people in Lebanon
and displaced more than a million since
erupting on March 2.

On Tuesdave  French President
Emmuanue! bMacron will meet Lebanese
Prime Minister Maweaf Salam in Paris in
2 visit aiming to demonstrate France's
support  for  Lebanon's  “territorial
integritv.™ the president’s office said.
Macron will also  wrge Lebanese
authorities to prosecute those responsible
for an attack on UN pescekeepers in
south Lebanon on Saturday that killed
a French soldier and wounded three
others,

France and the UN force (UMIFIL)
have hlamed Hezbollah which denied
involvement.

A memorial ceremony was held at Beirut
airport for the French peacckeeper
Flortan Montorio. who UNIFIL =zaid
was "posthumously awarded UN and

Lebanese Army medals in recognition of

hiz dedicated service for peace in south
Lebanon. ™

Salam’s office said the premicr would
also travel to Luxembourg on Tucsday
“to mect EU foreign ministers.”

Earlier Sunday. Lebanon’s military said
it had reopened a road linking the city
of Mabatiyeh with the Khardali area: and
had partially reopened the Burj Rahal-
Tyre bridge in the country's south.,
Isracli strikes on several bridges across
the Litani River. which runs around 30
kilometers from the border. have limited
access to the arca.
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Iran not planning to attend
falks with US In Pakistan

ASHINGTON.

Iran is not
currently planning
to  attend talks wAth
the United LEates.

state media =aidi after
President Donald Trump
ordered US negotiators
to travel to Pakistan on
Monday. just davs before
a ceaschre in the bMiddle
East expires,

The angoing L%
blockade of Iranian ports
has been a  significant
ﬂicl:lng point an issuc
further complicated by
an American destroyer
on Sunday firing on and
seizing am lranian ﬁh:ip
that tried to evade it
Tehran warned it would
retaliate.

State broadcaster 1HIB
on Sunday cited [ranian
sources as saying “there
are currently no  plans
to participate in the next
round of Iran-US talks. ™
The Fars and Tasnim
news  agencies  had
carlier cited anonymous
sources as saying “the

overall atmosphere
cannot be assessed as very
positive,”  adding  that

lifting the US blockade
was a precondition for

negotiztions.

State-run [RNA
meanwhile pointed
to the blockade
and Washington's
“unreasonable and
unrealistic  demands.”
saying that “in these

circumstances: there is no
clear prospect of fruitful
negotiations. ™

Iran and the United
States; along with [srael.
are just three days away
from the end of the two-
week ceasehire that halted
the Middle East wan
ignited by surprise U5
Isracli strikes on Iran on
February 28,

'There has so far been
only a single: 21-hour
negotiating session  held
in Islamabad on April 11
thatended inconclusively.
though groundwork for
fresh  talks  continued
afterwards.

*We're offering a wvery
fair and reasonable
DEAL: and | hope they
take it" Trump said
in a post on Sunday.
while also renewing his
threats  against  Iran's

infrastructure if a deal is
not made,

LIS fires
on Iranian ship

Trump has been under
pressure to find an off-
FAmp since Tehran
moved sarly in the war

to choke off the Strait of

Hormusz.

The vital waterway is a
conduit for a fifth of the
world's oil and liquehed
natural g5 in peacetinme,

and its closure has
hammered the glabal
economy  and  roiled
markets,

Having failed to force
it open againe Trump
countered with a US

navil blockade on Iranian
ports in an attempl to cut
off Tehran’s il revenues.
On Sunday, he
announced that a massive
Iranian- Hagged CATHO
ship “tried to get past our
Maval Blockade. and it
did not go well for them.™
A US destroyer warned
the ship to stop and then
forced it to lw blowing a
hole in the engineroom,”

Trump  said.  adding:
“Right now, U5 Marines
have custody of the
vessel. ™

Trump said the Tranian-
flagged  ship,  Touska
is under US Treasury
sanctions  “hecause  of
prior history of illegal
activity.”

The ISMA news
agency later cited a

spokesperson for Tran's
central command center
as warning that “the

armed forces of the
Istamic Republic of Iran
will soon respond and
retaliate  against  this
armed piracy and the US
military.”

Iran had briefly reapened
the strait on Friday in
recognition of an lsrael-
Hezhallah  ceasefire  in
Lebanomn but closed it
again the following day
in response to the United
htates maintaining its
blackade.

Iran's Revolutionary
Cruards  warned  that
any attempt to pass
th rnugh the strait without
permission  “will be
considered  cooperation
with the enemy. and the
offending vessel will be

targeted.”
Iranian foreign ministry
spokesman Esmaeil

Bagaei on Sunday said the
blockade was “a violation™
of the ceasefire and illegal
collective punishment of
the [ranian people.

A handful of oil and
gas tankers had crossed
the strait early on
Saturday during the brief
reopening, but by early
Sunday moming tracking
data showed the waterway
empty of shipping.

The afternoon before. a
trio of incidents involving
Iranian fire and threats
toward commercial
vessels demonstrated the
danger of any attempted
CrOSITIE,

Heightened security
In spite of the uncertainty

surrounding the talks in
Pakistan, security  was

visibly stepped up in
Islamabad  on Sunday
in anticipation of the
negotiations.
Authorities  announced
road closures and traffic
restrictions ACKOES
the city, as well as in
neighboring Rawalpindi.
The US president said his
negotiators, whom he did
not mame, would arrive
in the Pakistani capital on
Monday evening,

A White Hounse otheial
said the delegation would
be led by Vice President
D Vance and include
Middle East envoy Steve
Witkoffand Trump's son-
in-law [ared Kushner.

A major issue in the
negotiations  has heen
Iran’s stockpile of near-
weapons-grade enriched
Uranin.

Trump said on Friday
that Iran had agreed to
hand owver its roughly
440 kilograms  of
entiched LT i,
“We're going to get it by
going in with Iran. with
lotz of excavators,” he
said.

But Iran’s  foreign
ministry has said the
stockpile. thought to be
buried deep under rubble
from US bombing in
last Junes 12-day wan
was “not going to be
transferred  anvwhere,”
and surrendering it “to
the US has never been
raised in negotiations.”

On  Sunday, President
Masoud Pezeshkian
questioned  why  Iran

should give up its “legal
right* to a nuclear
Progran.

army said Monday that it
ad determined an  image
circulating on social media
that shows a soldier in south
Lebanon hitting a statue of
Jesus Christ is anthentic and
depicts one of its troops.
The image appears to show
an lsraeli =oldier using a
sledgehammer to strike the
head of a statue of a crucified
Jesus that had fallen off of a
CEOSE,
Arab media reports indicated
that the statue was in the
Christian village of Debl in
south  Lebamnon near  the
border with [sracl.
The Debl municipality told
AFP that the statue was located gl
in the village. but could not
confirm whether it had been
damaged.

The 1srael army said it viewed

JLRLI‘;ALI:"-'L The  Isracli

severity,”
“soldier’s conduct s whaolly
inconsistent with the wvalues of an

expected of its troops,™

incident
adding

with “great

that the Monday.

in 4

regarding

post 1o its ofhicial X acoount on

“Following  the
initial

completion
gxamination

photograph

published earier today of an
IDF soldierharming a Christian
symbal, it was determined that
the photograph depicts an IDF
soldier operating in southern

The

breing

Lebanon,™ it said in the post,
incident is
investigated by the Northern
Command and is currently
“addressed

ISrael Says llﬂﬂgﬁ 01 Soldier StriKing Jesus Slﬂlllﬂ In Lebanon IS ﬂlllllellllc

the chain of command.”
military added.

It

said  that

“appropriate

measures will be taken against
those involved” but did not go
into further detail.

The 1sracl army said that it is
working with the community

L]

"restore’ the statee to its

place.”

Lebaman

was  drawn  into

the Middle East war in early
March when Tehran-backed
Hezbaollah launched rockets
toward Israel in support of
lran.

lsrael

responded  with

massive strikes across the
country and an invasion of
the south.

being

through

Israeli troops have remained
in the area despite a ceasefire
between

that
Friday.

the two countries
entered inta force on
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Interior Ministry Clariiies:
“National ID Issuance” Video
Is Old, Suspect Detained

ADA ATSHAAR - The Ministry of [nterior

has clarified that a video circulating on social
media showing a person claiming the ability
to issue national 1D numbers in exchange for
money is outdated, and the individual involved
is n_urrenll:r in custody.
Ministry qpnkespumn Abdul Earim Abuw
Dalu explained that the video was originally
published outside the Kingdom in December

2024. He noted that & wanted notice was
crculated  regarding  the individual on
222024412,

He added that the person in question has been
arrested and referred to the Amman Public
Prosecutar to complete legal proceedings
against him. The suspect has a criminal record
and is currently being held at Al Muwagqar
Reform and Rehahilitation Center.

Crown Prince Begins Working
ISits to Qatar and Bahrain Today

|
165
%
H
iy
'

ADA ALSHAAE - His Foyal

Highness Crown Prince Al
Huszein bin Abdullah 11 om
Monday begins official working
vizits to the State of Qatar and
the Kingdom of Bahrain,
Dwuring his visit to Doha. His
Royal Highness is scheduled
to meet with Sheikh Tamaim
hin Hamad Al Thani. Emir of
Cratar. In Bahrain, the Crown
Prince will also hold talks
with King Hamad hin Iza Al
Khalifa. King of the Kingdom
of Bahrain.

News

Finnish President; Jordan has significant areas lor cooperation, and we 100k forward (0 developing and investing in (hem

Hassan: Jordan-European Invesiment Conierence
an Opportunity to Strengthen Cooperation with the European Union

ADA ALSHAAR - Prime
Minister Jaafar Hassan received
Finnish President Alexander

Stubb on Monday at the Prime
Ministry in Amman, where both
sides emphasized the importance
of strengthening bilateral relations
between the two friendly countries

and expanding conperation:
particulariy in CONTIOMEC
investment, education, and

technology sectors.

The Prime Minister highlighted
Jordan's commitment to advancing
its relations with Finland both
bilaterally and within the framework
of the Furopean Union: noting that
the Jordan-Furopean Investment
Conference: scheduled to be held

Insurance Premiums
Rise by 16.5% in First Two
Months oi This Year

nsurance premiums paid by citizens increased

by 16.5% during the first two months of this
year. while the value of compensation paid by
insurance companies rose by 4.6% compared
to the same period last year, according to
Central Bank data.
The total value of premiums during this
period reached approximately 223.2
million Jordanian dinars; compared to
191.5 million dinars in the same period
last  vear. Meanwhile; compensation
payments amounted to 9638 million
dinars; compared to 92.5 million dinars
in 2025, according to data monitored by
Al Mamlaka.
Motor insurance accounted for the largest share
of premiums paid in January and Febroary this
year, reaching 1876 million dinars, up From
43.1 million dinars during the same period last

yiar.
Medical  insuranmce ranked second:  with
premiums  totaling 1074 million  dinars.

comypared to 89.9 million dinars in the first two
months of 2025,

As for comipensation: mokor insurance claims
reached about 454 million  dinars, while
medical insvrance amounted to 182 million
dinars this vear. In 2025 modor insurance
compensation stood at around 466 million
dinars while medical insurance reached 34.4
million dinars.

Minister of Awqai Lays Foundation Stone ior Housing
Project for Underprivileged Families in Deir Alla

in Jordan in

the last quarter of
this vear, represents an important
opporiunity o enhance economic

and trade cooperation with EU
member states,
For his part, the Finnish President

expressed
Jordan's role in the region under
the
King Abdullah 11
Jordan offers significant areas for

appreciation for

leadership of His Majesty

stressing  that

cooperation  that Finland looks
forward to developing and investing
in.

The meetingalsnaddressed anumber
of regional and international issues
of mutual interest.

The meeting
Minister of Digital Fconomy and
EntrepreneurshipSamismirat, non-
resident Jordanian Ambassador to

was attended by

Finland Fayer Khourii and non-

resident
jordan Anni Miskanen.

Finnish Ambassador to

Public Works Minisiry Begins New $ection oi
Phase Three oi Irbid Ring Road Project

he Ministry of Public

Works and Housing on
Monday began earthvwaorks on a
new section of the third phase
of the Irbid Ring Road project
as pant of its strategic plan o
complete  this vital Lransport
corridor, which is considered
oe of the mosi |r|1.[mrl.1nl
infrastructure projects in Irhid
Crovernorate and the Kingdom
as a whole.

The project works include
the implementation and
completion of  the road

alignment extending from the
end of the existing [rhid Ring
Road to the Kafart Interchange.
This  involves ecarthworks
consteuction of box calverts;
and the building of a 28-meter
underpass  (tunnel) on  the
Shatana Road.

The works also include the
full development of the
Shatana local road. including
carthworks: sub-hase and base
layers. and asphalt paving. In
addition. the project covers the
completion of sub-base layers
and asphalt works for ramps
(1 and Z) associated with the

Kafart Interchange.

The continuation of the project
comes in responze 1o the nead
to reduce traffic congestion In
the center of Irhid by providing
a ring road that connects the

city's  entrances and  exits
ensuring smoother traffic flow,
mproving. road  safetvi and

enhancing the quality af life
for residents. Once r:f!-ml,‘l-]E:tEl.'L
the road will serve as a key
artery linking northern Jordan
with the central and snuthern

regions, while also supporting
commierciali agriculturals -and
tourksm sectors. [1is expected to
help integrate the rural economy
inte national development and
create  sustainable  Investment
opporiunities.

The ministry also called on road
wsers to fully adhere to warning
signs and  Instructions  issued
by Public Security personnel
on  sitey in order 0 ensure
public safety throughout the
comsiruction period.

inister of Awgaf and [slamic

Affairs and Chairman of the
Zakat Fund Board, Mohammad Al-
Khalayleh, laid the foundation stone
on Monday for a housing project
dedicated to underprivileged families
in the Dhahrat Al-Raml area of Deir
Alla District in Balga Governorate.
Al-Khalayleh said the project
coincides with fordan’s Flag Day
celebrations. He noted that it is the
third housing project implemented

by the Zakat Fund. following the

“Muath bin Jabal® project in the
Morthern Jordan Valley and the “Al-
Mukayftah™ project in the Northern

Badia, with additional simiar
projects planned for the coming
period.

He explained that the project

consists of 10 housing units: each
with an area of 85 square meters, at
a total cost of approximately 356,000
Jordanian dinars. The project is built
on dand donated by the Jordan Valley
Authority.

Befween Trumpes hardline
conditions and Irams
rejection: Will military
eonironiaiion refurn?

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

In a politically charged moment, the
language of threats has once again taken
center stage  between Washington and
Tehran with rhetoric escalating and demands
reaching unprecedented levels, While US
President Trump brandishes the threat of
maximum pressure and harsh conditions,
Iran clings to its positions and refuses to make
concessions that would compramise the core
of its political and military project. It even
shows clear reluctance to enter new rounds
of negotiations that might be imposed upon
it by stringent American conditions. This
sharp divergence raises the crucial question,
Are we on the verge of a new round of military
confrontation: or is what is happening merely
part of a political tug-of-war?

Today, this policy is returning with even
greater intensity, as American demands are
no longer limited to the nuclear issue. They
extend to include the ballistic missile program,
regional infleence in countries such as Irag,
Lebanon. and Yemen, as well as security
issues related to vital maritime routes, most
nokably theStrait of Hormuz. Incontrast; Tean
believes that accepting these conditions would
effectively mean relinguishing its leverage.
After vears of harsh economic sanctions,
Tehran has managed to build a complex
deterrent system, combining direct military
capabilities with its influence through regional
allies. Therefore, its refu=al to rveturn to the
negotiating tahle under American conditions
reflects not only a negotiating stance but also
a strategic conviction that any retreat now
wiotld e i111erpr-e'rm{ as weakness, potentially
opening the door to further pressure later.

The Strait of Hormuz remaiins one of the
maost prominent elements of tension in this
conflict. This vital waterway. through which
a large percentage of the worlds energy
supplies pass, has become a bargaining
chip. Washington considers the security of
navigation a red line, while Tehran believes
that any attempt to economically strangle
it will be met with open options; which
could include disrupting this vital artery.
This is precisely where the greatest danger
lies, as any friction, even a limited one
could quickly escalate into a wider conflict.
Despite the escalation: talk of a full-scale
war is still premature. Both the United States
and Tran understand that the cost of a direct
confrontation would be extremely high: not
only for themselves but for the entire region.
Nevertheless, the scenario of a “limited
war” or "localized strikes” remains a strong
possibility, especially given the history of
indirect clashes, whether in the Gulf or across
multiple regional arenas.

The scenarios for the next phase and the
current situation open the door to several
possibilities: continued political and media
escalation without sliding into a military
confrontation;  limited clashes carrying
mutual deferrent messages; international
mediation bringing the parties back to the
negotiating table; and a sudden explosion
resulting from a miscalculation or an
unloreseen incideni.

Amid the escalating tensions between the
United States and Iran. political statements
have I'.'I'I1I,'I'EI.'"IJ as 4 pressure tactic no less
important  than military action. In  this
context. Trump's claim that Tran would lose
approximately $500 million daily due to the
closure of the Strali of Hormuz reflects a
narrative that portrays Tehran as the biggest,
and perhaps only; loser should the escalation
continue. However, a deeper analysis of the
global economic equation reveals that this
picture is far from accurate,

While it (5 true that Tram would suffer
direct and significant losses if the strait were
closed—being deprived of oil exports and
the flow of hard currency into its already
sanctions- burdened economy— Tehram
o the other hand., understands that its
geographical location grants it the ability
to transform the crisis into a global pressure
point. This leverage is based on the principle
that disrupting this vital artery would not
only affect Tran but everyone to varying
degrees. China will be among the hardest hit,
heavily rellant on Gulf odl to fuel its massive
factories. Any disruption to supplies will lead
to higher production costs, slower growth,
and potentially supply chain  disruptions
with repercussions worldwide. The Furopean
Union will also find itself facing a new energy
crisis. reviving fears of inflation, rising
prices, and declining purchasing power; at a
time when some of its economies have yet to
recover from previous crises.
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Mimister of Enerdy: Rural Elecirification
Project Provides Electricity to
278 Sites and Homes in March

TN
The Higher Steering Committee  for
the Rural Electrification Project: during its
meeting chaired by the committer's head.
Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Dr.
Saleh Kharabsheh: approved the lists of homes
and sites benefiting from electricity connections
during March., These connections. provided
through conventional networks and  solar
photoveltzic systems: totuled 278 homes and
sites at a total cost of 944,000 [ordanian dinars.
Kharabshel  stated  that  the commities
approved @ package of projects. and siles
to be supplied with electricity through the
Rural Elecirification  Project, These projects
include residential areas and various economic
sctivities, as part of the expansion of this
service under the amendments approved for
the criteria lor electricity connection.
In detail, the Diirector of the Electricity and
Rural Blectrification Directorate at the Ministry
of Energy and Mineral Resources. Engineer
Hisham Al-Momani, stated that the decisions
include  residential clusters of five houses
putside the regulated areas: at a total cost of
114: 066} dinars: in addition to clusters of three
houses outside the regulated areas; at a cost of
179060} dinars. Al-Momani added that the
decizions also included detached houses located
putside the regulated areas and benefiting from
existing networks: at a total cost of 76000
dinars as weil as a segment of low-income
families residing within the regulated areas and
within the electricity companies’ concession
wrens ala botal cost of 13000 dinars oz support
fior low- income families

Beiween Tromps hardiine
conditions and Irams
rejection: Will milltary
conirentation refmrm?

Ehaled Kharer Al-Ekmsha

(ustoms contirms (he readiness of (e Airport
Clearance Center (o handie transit (ralllc

muman

Druring a held visit, the Director Ceneral of
the |ordanian Customs Depariment. Brigadier
General Ahmed Al- Akaliki reviewed the work
procedures and mechanisme for providing
cuskoms services atthe Adrporl Clearance Center,
Al-Akalik emphasized the need o simplify
procedures and expedite fransactions in line
with the Customs Department’s modernization
and development plans. Thes will ensire the
provisioen of high-quality services that contribute
to supporting the investment environment and
enhancing the competitiveness of the national
economy. He stressed the importance of r.].s.lng;
the level of coordination among the center's
staff and enhancing their readiness to handle
the increased workload, while fully a-...hr.rmb
to regulations and ensuring the smooth flow of
g5 without defay.

spokespersen has
that criminal records in bondan
are free of ELL e |m'|'\h'ln[=
the kidnapping ol children by

Public Security: No Child Kidnapping Cases
in Jordan, Rumors Mislead Public Opinion

Al

misleading

Ko are falseand constiute
imfermation  thal
spreads fear among the puldic,

ALSHAAR - The siramgers- Ho confirmed  thal oha
Publi Securily Directorstd the clalme  circwslating  absoul His  FKeyal  Highness
relgcrated  child  abductions  Imside  ihe Crown Prince Al Husssin hin

Sheikh

Abdullah [T, during his meeting
o Monday with His Highness

Tamim  bin Hanad

Crown Prince Intenﬂfjrmg eﬁnrtstn rea:ha
comprehensive and sustainable truce in the region

Al Thant the Emir of Catar
:~:'r.|!'r|.1:-|n-1_1 Trh= importance o
||'.I:'-:15.|Fg.'|n|?_ eiboris b reach a
comprebiensive and sustainable
de-escalation  that  restores

stahility t the repson. _".
i CRE '._1 9

HIS Majesty receives a (elephone call irom the President ol the European Council

Exploring ways to build upon the strategic
partnership between Jordan and the European Union

(@ The King and the Finnish President ebserve a factical
exercise af the Special Operations Training Center

MIman
During & phone  call  with
Ewropean  Council  President

Antdmio Costa on Mondawe His
Majesty King Abdullah I1 stressed
the meed o intensify intermational
efforts to sustain the ceagsefire and
enhance stability in the regiomn.

His Majesty  emphasized  the
importance ol the ceasehre
hetween the United States and Iran
leading to an end to the war, and
of the ceasefire in Lebanon ending
the Tsracli aggression and cnabling
Lebanon to maintain its security
and sovercignty.

The call also addressed the
importance of the humanitarian
aid [ordan provides to Lebanon
and its role in coordinating with
European countries to facilitate the
delivery of their aid to Lebanon.
His Majesty  pointed o the
importance  of preventing  any
[sracli  attempis  lo exploit the
regional situation Lo impose o new
reslity in Jerusalens the West Bank;
and Gaza.

The call alse explored ways o build
upon  the strategic  partnership

between Jordan and the Evropean
Union in several areas.
On Monday, His Majesty King

Abdullaiy - IL the  Supreme
Comntinder of  the Armed
Forces, and Finnish  President

Dr. Alexander Stubb observed a
tactical military exercise at the King
Abdullah 11 Special Operations
Training Center {KASOTC). His
Majesty King Abdullah IT and the
Finnish President: accompanied
by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Major General Yousef Ahmed
Al-Huneith, received a  briefing
on the training mechanisms at
the center and its leading role at
the regional and international
levels in preparing and qualifying
special  operations  units.  The
exercise included the execution of
operational scenarios simuolating
contemporary security challenges
demonstrating an advanced level
of efficiensy in planning  and
execulion: and the use of modemn
technologies.  thus  enbancing
the ability of the Jordanian
Armed Forces - the Arab Army
-t respond effectively o various

:

circumstances. His Majesty and
the Finnish Presidenl toured the
center;  inspecting  the  training
fields and technical equipment. His
Majesty emphasized the importance
of continuing to develop the defense
capabilities of the Armed Forces
and strengthening cooperation and
coordination with  brotherdy and

friendly nations to keep pace with
security challenges and consolidate
security and stability,

For his part; the Finnish President
expressed  his  admiration  for
the advanced level of the center
its equipment: and its  training
programs praising the efficiency of
the [ordanian Armed Forces.
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«Businessmen»: The national economy
reflected a positive trajectory last year

yian Al- Alavrneh,

Chairman of the
lordanian Businessmen
Association, affirmed  thal
the  national  economy’s
performance in 2025
reflected a positive trajectory
characterized by resilicnce
and the ability to confront
challenges.
During  his  chairmanship
of the sssociation’s annual
general meeting: he  stated

that the national economy
rrratin i ned ils balance
despite exceptional  regional

circumstances: recording stable
growth and improvemen! in
several vital seciors,

He added that the vital sectors
fhat  wilnessed  improved
indicators were X POrs

fourism.  and real  estate,

balapced

supported Ly
economic and financial policies
and government measures thal
strengthened conhdence in the
national econemy. According
o a statement Issued by the

association on Monday, Al-
Alawneh explained that  the
national economy is entering
3 pjx'-uml phase,  enhancing
opportunities for achieving

sipnificant progress in light of
the ohpectives of the Econamic
Modernization Vision and its
implementation programs
alopg  with  strategic  projects
i the water ransportation

energy.  and infrastructure
RECTOrs, despite regional
challenges impacting  supply

chains, trade; and {nvestment.

Land Transport: Passenger Support Fund Enhances
Eiliciency and Fairness In Subsidy Distribution

Jordan Strengthens its Economic
Capacity, and the IMF
Commends Government Measures

TN
The Director of the Middle East
and Central Asia Department at the
[Intermational  Monetary  Fund,  Jihad
Azour, confirmed that Jordan has taken
a package of measures to strengthen its
ability to respond to economic challenges.
amid expectations of being affected by
rising prices due to the lensions of the war
in the Middle East.
According 1o the IMFs official websites Azour
explained during a press conference held
af the Fund's headquarters in Washington
that reaching & staff-level agreement on
the hfth review under the Extended Furd
Facility {EFF} arrangement and the secomnd
review under the Resilience Facility [ KSF)
arrangement reflects appreciation for the
prudent measures Jordan has taken to protect
its BCOnOmYy.
He noted that these measures included
increasing  maritime traffic and shipping
through the Port of Agaba. enhancing
the Kingdom's preparedness to deal with
economic shocks ENSUTing energy Security:
facilitating  supply  chains, maintaining
liquidity in Ainancial markets: and providing
targeted support to those most affected by the
turmail.
The Fund affirmed. at the conclusion of the
two staf=level reviews that the lordanian

mman

Dr. Abla  Abu  Wishah:
spokesperaon for the Land Transport
Regulatory  Commrmission.  affirmed

that the Cobinet's approval of the
justifications  or  the Passenger
Transport Support Fund system is
& significant step In restructuring
the public fransporl sector in the
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Kingdom.

She 1old the Jordan News Apgency
{Patea) that the decision reflects
a  clear  gpovernmental  direction
towards  building 2 sustainable
transport model based on efficiency

aned taironess o the disteibution af

sthsidies.

She added that the decision

sl

(WARCE (RPN R {F2

establishes o new phase in managing
transportation subsidies; moving from
a traditional approscls to g stroctered
instilutional framework. This ensures
that subsidies reach those who deserve
them. enhances spending efficiency
and achieves a balance between the
sstalmatality of operators and the
protection of users rghis.
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economy entered the period of conflict in
the Middle East with sirong momentum
and continues 0 demonsiraie resilience.
He explained that the repercussions of the
wir are casting @ shadow over shori-term
prospectss particulacly in the energy amd
tourism sectors with growth expected to
slow in 2020,
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