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News

US-Iran negotiations will take time to
conclude, Turkish vice president says

evdet Yilmaz. whose country
has been supporting Pakistan’s
efforts to bring the sides together: told
The Associated Press there are many
“complex issues” on the table.
Yilmaz said he still believes talks
between Iran and the United States
would continue.
“We would all like these talks to end all at
once: in a very short time. But we need
to be realistic. These comprehensive
negotiations will take some time.”
Yilmaz said.
The vice president also said that a
comprehensive  settlement between
Iran and the United States would be a
prerequisite for free navigation through
the Strait of Hormuz.
“What is the root cause here? The
ongoing war. Therefore: the end of this
war will provide the greatest guarantee.”
he said.
Iran says it is reviewing new US proposals
Iran’s Supreme National Security Council
said in a statement that Pakistan’s
army chief serving as an intermediary:
presented the proposals to Iran when he
recently visited Tehran. and they were
still under review.
It was not revealed what was in the
proposals.
The council said Iran has yet to respond:
but further talks would require the US
to abandon “excessive demands and

transit certificates and impose tolls.

The council added that it considered
the US naval blockade a violation of
the ceasefire; and there would be no
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz until
that was lifted.

Trump says Iran ‘got a little cute.” but
there are good conversations happening
President Donald Trump says that US
talks with Iran are going well and that
he expects to have more information “by
the end of the day.”

Trump made the comments Saturday
morning during a White House
event where he signed an executive
order directing the Food and Drug
Administration to expedite review of
certain psychedelic drugs designed as
breakthrough therapy for mental illness.

adjust its requests to the realities on the
ground.”

It also said that Iran will maintain full
control over traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz until “the war fully ends and
lasting peace is achieved in the region.”
adding that it would collect detailed
information on passing vessels. issue

Trump declined to take reporters’
questions about Iran but said: “We have
very good conversations going on.”

He says Iran “got a little cute.” later
adding, “They wanted to close up the
strait again,” referring to the Strait of
Hormuz.

“They can’t blackmail us.” Trump said.

Hezbollah chiel Says truce can’t be one-
sided, vows to respond (o Israel attacks

EIRUT: Hezbollah leader Naim

Qassem said on Saturday that the
ongoing 10-day truce with Israel cannot
be one-sided: vowing that his fighters
would respond to Israeli attacks on
Lebanon.
“A ceasefire means a complete cessation
of all hostilities. Because we do not trust
this enemy. the resistance fighters will
remain in the field with their hands on
the trigger. and they will respond to
violations accordingly.” Qassem said in
a statement read out on TV.
“There is no ceasefire from the side of
the resistance only: it must be from both

sides.”

He also offered his first reaction since the
ceasefire went into force at midnight on
Thursday (2100 GMT)¢ with the terms
shared by the US State Department.
Qassem called it “an insult to our
country and our homeland: Lebanon
that America dictates its text and
speaks on behalf of the Lebanese
government.”

The truce came days after Lebanon and
Israel’s ambassadors to the US met in
Washington ahead of planned direct
negotiations between the two countries:
the first in decades.
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Iran’s top negotiator says (alks with US
show progress but iinal deal ‘Iar oir’

EHRAN
WASHINGTON:
Iran’s top negotiator

said recent talks with the
US had made progress
but gaps remained
over nuclear issues and
the Strait of Hormuz
while President Donald
Trump cited “very good
conversations” with
Tehran despite warning
against “blackmail”
over the key shipping
channel.

Neither side offered
any specifics about the
state of negotiations on
Saturday. days before a
fragile ceasefirein the US-
Israeli war against Iran is
set to expire. The war
now in its eighth week:
has killed thousands:
spread to Israeli attacks
in Lebanon and sent oil
prices surging because of
the de facto closure of the
straitt which before the
war carried one-fifth of
the world’s oil shipments.
“Wehavehadprogressbut
there is still a big distance
between us.” Iran’s chief
negotiator. Mohammad
Bagher Qalibaf: told state
media¢ referring to talks
last weekend. “There are
some issues on which we
insist ... They also have
red lines. But these issues
could be just one or two.”

Trump said the US
was having “very good
conversations” but gave

no other details.

Tehran reversed course
on Saturday to reassert
control over the strait
again closing the energy
choke point and adding
fresh  uncertainty to
the war( which the US
and Israel launched on
February 28.

“If America does not lift
the blockade: traffic in
the Strait of Hormuz will
definitely be limited.”
Qalibaf said.
Iransaiditwasresponding
to a continued US
blockade of Iranian ports:
calling it a violation of the
ceasefire; while Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei said Iran’s

navy was ready to inflict
“new bitter defeats” on its
enemies. Trump called
the move “blackmail”
even as he praised the
talks.

On Friday. Iran had
announced the temporary
reopening of the Strait
of Hormuz following a
separate US-brokered 10-
day ceasefire agreement
on Thursday between
Israel and Lebanon.
Trump defended the US
blockade and threatened
“to start  dropping
bombs again” unless
the countries reached a
long-term deal before
the ceasefire expires on
Wednesday.

Trump: speaking to
reporters at a White
House event: accused
Iran of getting “a little
cute” with its recent
moves and  warned
Tehran not to try to
“blackmail” Washington
with its flip-flopping on
the Strait of Hormuz.
“We have very good
conversations going on:”
the president said: adding
that the United States was
“taking a tough stand.”
Iran's Supreme National

Security Council said
Tehran's control over
the strait included

demanding the payment
of costs related to security:

safety and environmental
protection services: state
media said.

Qalibaf struck a sharply
critical tone  toward
Trump: accusing him of
making false statements
about the negotiations.
“In one hourc the US
president made seven
statements  and all
seven were lies;” Qalibaf
wrote on social media
on Saturday: adding that
Washington would not
succeed in talks through
misinformation.

His remarks came as
Tehran confirmed it is
reviewing new proposals
presented by the US
through Pakistani
mediation. A statement
from Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council
said the offers were
delivered following a visit
by Asim Munir: and that
no response had yet been
issued. Iran stressed its
negotiating team would
not compromise on core
interests: signaling a firm
stance despite ongoing

diplomacy.

Meanwhile: Trump
chaired a  high-level
meeting  to  discuss
the  strategic  Strait
of Hormuz and the
status of negotiations:

highlighting the broader
regional stakes.

Tensions between
the United States and
Iran have fluctuated
for decades: rooted in
geopolitical rivalry:

sanctions and disputes
over Iran’s nuclear and
regional policies. Efforts
to reach agreements —
including the landmark
2015 nuclear deal — have
repeatedly faced setbacks:
particularly after
Washington’s withdrawal
from the accord in 2018.
Recent diplomacy
has intensified amid
heightened  instability
in the Middle East
where conflict dynamics
and maritime security
concerns —  especially
around the Strait of
Hormuz a vital transit
route — have raised
global alarm.

Pakistan has emerged as
an intermediary in the
latest round of contacts:
reflecting broader
regional efforts to prevent
escalation and stabilize
energy flows.

Despite periodic signals
of progress: negotiations
have often stalled over
core issues such as
sanctions reliefi security
guaranteess and  the
scope of any potential
agreement — leaving the
path to a durable deal

uncertain.

EW YORK CITY:

UN chiel condemns Killing ol French
peacekeeper lll south lehannn

UN  Secretary-General

Antonio Guterres
condemned on  Saturday
condemned the killing of
a French peacekeeper in
southern Lebanon: warning
that repeated attacks on its
forces may constitute war
crimes.

In a statement issued by

UN spokesman Stéphane
Dujarricc Guterres said the
peacekeeper. serving  with
the United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL);
was killed and three others
wounded — two seriously —
when their patrol came under
fire earlier in the day.

An initial UNIFIL assessment
also said the troops were
targeted by non-state actors:
believed to be Hezbollah:
while investigating reports of
improvised explosive devices
placed along a road between
two UN positions in southern

. —
et =

Lebanon.

French President Emmanuel
Macron categorically blamed
Hezbollah: an accusation the
Iran-backed group has denied.
“The Secretary- General
(Antonio Guterres) strongly
condemns  this  attack”
Dujarric said in a statement

extending condolences to the
victim’s family and to France:
and wishing a swift recovery to
the injured.

The incident marks the
third fatal attack on UNIFIL
personnel in recent weeks:
despite a 10-day cessation of
hostilities announced on April

16. Guterres urged all parties
to respect the truce and halt
violence immediately.

He stressed that attacks against
peacekeepers are  “grave
violations of international
humanitarian law” and breach
United  Nations  Security
Council ~ Resolution 1701«

VAR R

which ended the 2006 war
between Israel and Hezbollah
and  underpins  UNIFIL’s
mandate.

“All attacks on peacekeepers
must be promptly investigated:
and those responsible must be
held accountable” he said.
The UNIFIL: established in

1978 and expanded after the
2006 conflict: monitors the
cessation of hostilities along
the Israel-Lebanon border
and supports the Lebanese
Armed Forces in securing the
country’s south. The mission
currently includes more than
10000 troops from dozens of
countries; with France among
its key contributors.

Tensions in southern Lebanon
have remained high amid
periodic exchanges of fire
between Israeli forces and
Hezbollah: complicating
UNIFIL patrols and increasing
risks to peacekeepers operating
in volatile areas.

The UN has repeatedly warned
that restrictions on UNIFIL’s
freedom of movement and
attacks on its personnel
undermine efforts to maintain
stability along the so-called
Blue Line: the UN-demarcated
boundary between Lebanon
and Israel.
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Jordan Joins World Bank’s “Water for the
Future” Initiative to Boost Water Security

ordan has joined the World

Bank Group’s global “Water for
the Future” initiative; which aims
to enhance water security for one
billion people by 2030 in partnership
with  multilateral ~ development
banks and development finance
institutions.
The move marks a strategic step
toward strengthening water security
while transforming resource scarcity
challenges into opportunities for
economic growth and job creation.
Minister ~ of  Planning  and
International Cooperation: Zeina
Toukan: stated that Jordan is
among the most water-scarce
countries in the world: with demand
significantly exceeding supply amid
the impacts of climate change:
regional pressures: and population
growth.
She noted that Jordan’s participation
in the initiative comes through the
launch of the “Jordan Water Pact
2030.” which includes a package of
policies and key investment plans
for the coming years. These aim to
secure new and sustainable water
sources through major desalination
projects. reduce non-revenue water
losses and maximize the use of
treated wastewater.
Toukan emphasized that Jordan is
working to turn this challenge into
an opportunity by improving water
service efficiency: strengthening
governance frameworks. ensuring
long-term sustainability of the water
sectorc and enhancing resilience to
climate change.
She added that these efforts will
support  economic  prosperity:
strengthen food  security: and
create better and more dignified job
opportunities.
The initiative is centered on
country-led water agreements:
where governments define reform
priorities; commit to strengthening
institutions: and outline investment
pathways to develop their water
sectors. On the sidelines of the IMF
and World Bank Spring Meetings:
14 countries—including Jordan—
announced their national water

oy

compacts under the “Water for the
Future” initiative, with additional
agreements currently in progress.
World Bank Group President Ajay
Banga highlighted that challenges
stemming from the war in the Middle
East are affecting many developing
countries: stressing the importance
of maintaining a medium- and long-
term focus. with the water sector as
a key pillar.

He noted that progress requires
alignment between public policies:
private investments. and capable
institutions to implement large-
scale projectsc  emphasizing
that fragmented efforts  will
not be sufficient without broad
partnerships.

Banga added that the importance
of water issues became clear during
his visits to the region: including
discussions in Jordan as well as
meetings with leaders in the UAE
and Saudi Arabia; all of whom
stressed the urgency of the water
agenda. He also pointed to the
upcoming UN Water Conference on
Development; set to take place in the
UAE in December: as a reflection
of growing global attention to the

KLIK Transiers Reach JOD
5.71 Billion in Q1 2026

he KLIK instant payment system recorded
transaction values totaling approximately
JOD 5.71 billion during the first quarter of

issue. Jordan is currently preparing
to implement the Aqaba-Amman
Water Desalination and Conveyance
Project (National Carrier). which
has reached advanced stages of
financial closure: according to
the government. The project is
considered a national priority:
providing a long-term: reliable:
and sustainable solution to water
shortages for domestic use and
economic development.

The project includes a desalination
plant in Aqaba with an annual
capacity of 300 million cubic
meters: a 438-kilometer
conveyance system to transport
desalinated water to Amman
and other governoratesc and a
renewable energy system supported
by a 281-megawatt solar power
plant. It aims to reduce pressure on
depleted groundwater resources:
support aquifer recovery. and
enhance the resilience of the water
sector to climate change and
population growth.

Ousmane Dione: World Bank Vice
President for the Middle East: North
Africa, Afghanistan; and Pakistan:
reaffirmed the World Bank Group’s

“strong and unwavering” support
for Jordan( particularly amid
ongoing regional challenges. He
noted productive discussions with
Toukan on key programs to boost
job-driven growth: especially for
youth.

He added that Jordan: as one of
the most water-scarce countries
globally: joined the first group
of countries to launch national
water compacts during the World
Bank meetings: congratulating the
government on the launch of the
national water pact as a sign of its
commitment to advancing water
security through an integrated
reform and investment framework.
Anna Bjerde. the World Bank’s
Managing Director for Operations:

also reaffirmed the institution’s
commitment to supporting
Jordan: noting that discussions

focused on water security and job-
creating growth in light of regional
instability.

The “Water for the Future”
initiative is a global platform aimed
at improving water security for
over one billion people by 2030 by
aligning policy reforms: financing
and partnerships:. expanding access
to reliable water servicesi and
strengthening water systems against

droughts and floods.
According to initiative data: the
water sector supports around

1.7 billion jobs worldwide: while
nearly 4 billion people face water
scarcity—underscoring the need
for more efficient water systems
to boost productivity and attract
investment.

The initiative includes several
multilateral development banks
and financial institutions. such as
the Asian Development Bank: the
European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development: the European

Investment Bank: the Islamic
Development Banki and the
OPEC Fund for International

Development: among others: as part
of coordinated efforts to accelerate
investment in the water sector and
improve its sustainability.

financing  and

ordan signed international

$233 Million in Agreements Signed for Jordan’s
National Water Carrier Project in March

grant

News

2026¢ compared to around JOD 5.46 billion in
the fourth quarter of 2025, marking an increase
of 4.6%.

According to a report by the Jordan Payments
and Clearing Company (JoPACC): the system
processed 53.29 million transactions in Q1. up
from 50.61 million transactions in the previous
quarter: reflecting a growth rate of 5.3%.

The number of KLIK users rose to 2.22 million
by the end of the first quarter. compared to
2.13 million users in Q4 2025 representing a
4.6% increase.

The vast majority of users are Jordanian
nationals: accounting for approximately 96.0%
of total users (around 2.13 million): while
users of other nationalities make up about 85.6
thousand users: or 4%.

The report shows that men represent 60.9% of
the system’s users compared to 36.2% women.
The 18-40 age group dominates the user base:
with around 541.9 thousand users aged 18-30:
followed by approximately 775.5 thousand
users aged 31-40. Individuals account for
97.7% of users. while institutions represent no
more than 3.9%.

Money transfers accounted for the majority
of KLIK activity, with a total value of
approximately JOD 2.84 billion: representing
78.3% of total transaction value. Meanwhile
purchase transactions reached around JOD
790 million: or 21.7% of the total.

Users carried out 43.2 million transfer
transactions (81.3% of total transactions):
compared to 10.11 million purchase
transactions (18.9%). The report also indicates
thatabout72.9% oftransactionswere conducted
within the same bank (On Us): while 27.1%
were between different banks (Off Us).

agreements worth nearly $233
million in March to support
the National Water Carrier
project: with contributions
from the United States:
Germany. and the United
Kingdom as part of efforts
to accelerate the strategic
project.

Through the Ministry of
Planning and International
Cooperation: the government
signed a $203 million grant
agreement with the United
States to fund the Agqaba-
Amman desalination and
water conveyance project
under the  2020-2025
Development Objectives
Agreement.

A memorandum of
understanding was also signed
with the United Kingdom
worth £5.3 million to support
the project:  reflecting
continued international
backing for Jordan’s water
security efforts.

In addition: Jordan signed a
€22 million grant agreement
with Germany in March,

bringing  total = German
contributions to €127 million
for the project.

The National Water Carrier
aims to provide a long-term
solution to Jordan’s severe

water scarcity by supplying
300 million cubic meters of
drinking water annually—
covering around 40% of the

country’s water needs by
2030.
According to the

government: the project has
reached advanced stages of
tinancial closure. It includes
a desalination plant in Agaba
with a capacity of 300 million
cubic meters per year. a
438-kilometer pipeline to
transport water to Amman
and other governorates:
and a renewable energy
component supported by a
281-megawatt solar power
plant.

The project is designed to
ease pressure on depleted
groundwater resources:

support aquifer recovery. and
strengthen the water sector’s
resilience to climate change
and population growth. It is
classified as a national priority
due to its role in delivering

reliable
solution
economic

a sustainable and
long-term  water
and supporting
development.
InFebruary: Jordanalsosigned
a financing agreement worth
58 million Kuwaiti dinars
(around $189 million) with
the Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Development to
support the project’s electricity
supply component: ensuring
stable power and enhancing
the grid’s capacity: including
for renewable energy:. under
the 2025-2029 partnership
strategy.

I§ the global economy
becoming a political
' game in the hands of
Washingion and Tehran?

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

The global economy no longer operates
solely according to the laws of supply
and demand; it has become increasingly
intertwined with the vagaries of politics
especially when it comes to a vital artery like
the Strait of Hormuz. This narrow waterway:
through which approximately 20% of the
world's oil trade passes: is no longer merely
a transit route for energy; it has transformed
into a strategic bargaining chip in the power
struggle between the United States and Iran.

It seems that geography. under normal
circumstances. becomes a tool of influence:
with markets dictating prices. However:
in Hormuz the opposite occurs. Political
tension alone is enough to drive up oil prices
even without an actual supply shortage. The
mere threat of closing or disrupting the
strait leads to price spikes driven by "fear of
shortage:" not the shortage itself. Herein lies
the shocking truth: the global economy: in all
its complexity: can be affected by a political
decision in a waterway only a few dozen
kilometers wide.

Is Washington today focused on protecting
navigation or managing influence? The
United States presents itself as a guarantor
of freedom of navigation: but in reality: it
uses its military presence as a tool to regulate
energy flows in a way that serves its strategic
interests and imposes restrictions on its
adversaries. Any move toward imposing a
blockade or restrictions on navigation directly
disrupts markets and could drive oil prices to
record levels, potentially exceeding $150 per
barrel. In other words Washington controls
not only security but also the "rhythm of the
market."

Converselyc Iran does not need to
completely close the Strait of Hormuz to
influence the global economy. Instead: it
relies on maintaining a state of "calculated
tension" employing a brinkmanship policy.
This strategy is based on creating an unstable
environment that raises insurance and
shipping costs: forcing markets to constantly
reprice. In doing so: Tehran transforms from
aregional playerintoaninfluentialactorinthe
global economy: using unconventional tools.

Any disruption in the Strait of Hormuz
could lead to: supply chain disruptions:
increased shipping costs: higher global
inflation: and losses that could reach trillions
of dollars: depending on the duration of the
crisis. The question then arises: between
economics and politics which is in control?
The current situation reveals a profound shift:
economics no longer drives politics; rather:
politics reshapes the rules of the economy.
Opening or closing the Strait of Hormuz is no
longer a technical decision: but a bargaining
chip used by Iran to exert pressure and impose
conditions, and by Washington to redraw the
balance of power.

To a large extent. the global economy is
becoming a political game in the hands of
the powers vying for control of the Strait of
Hormuz. But more dangerously: this game
is not played solely between Washington and
Tehran; the entire world pays the price. In
this era of globalization. a full-scale war may
not be possible: but the closure of a single
strait is enough to suffocate the entire world.

The Strait of Hormuz is no longer merely
a waterway for oil tankers; in recent years:
it has transformed into a volatile political
arena, where complex calculations are made
that transcend geography. extending into
the realms of economics and international
security. This vital artery connecting the
Gulf to the world has become more akin to an
"undeclared negotiating table" between major
powers: most notably Iran and the United
States. Amid escalating tensions: discussions
about the Strait of Hormuz are no longer
confined to its economic importance; they
have become part of daily political discourse.
The mere threat of closure or disruption
to navigation is enough to unsettle global
markets and drive up oil prices: even without
anyactualdisruption. Hereinlies the paradox:
the global economy: supposedly governed by
market forces: is now affected by a political
statement or a military threat in a narrow
waterway barely a few dozen kilometers wide.

We are facing a complex web of issues: with
the Strait at its heart. The Strait of Hormuz
is no longer an isolated matter. but rather
a focal point where several issues intersect:
nuclear negotiations: economic sanctions:
regional tensions: and global energy security.
This entanglement has transformed the Strait
into an indirect platform for exchanging
messages: used as a tool of pressure in every
round of escalation or negotiation.
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His Majesty the King chairs a meefing attended by His Royal Highness the Crown Prince

The King is brieied on the procedures ior
implementing the National Water Carrier Project.

@ The King directs adherence to the projecbs timeline and clarification oi its phases and objectives.
@ The project aims to provide approximately 300 million cubic meters of potable water annually.
@ The project is based on a partnership between the government, the private sector, and the international community.

mman
His Majesty King Abdullah
II chaired a meeting on Sunday

to review the government's
preparations for implementing
the National Water Carrier

Project (Aqaba-Amman  Water
Desalination and  Conveyance
Project): one of the largest national
projects and a key component of the
economic modernization vision.
His Royal Highness Crown Prince

Al Hussein bin Abdullah II was also
present.

The project: a partnership between
the government: the private sector:
and the international community:
aims to provide approximately 300
million cubic meters of potable
water annually by desalinating
and pumping Red Sea water from
the Gulf of Agaba to Amman and
several other governorates.

His Majesty. accompanied by His

Royal Highness Prince Faisal bin Al
Hussein. received a briefing from
Prime Minister Dr. Jaafar Hassan
during a meeting at Al Husseiniya
Palace with relevant ministers and
officials. The briefing covered the
government's preparations and the
progress made toward finalizing the
agreement and securing financial
closure for the project in the coming
months.

His Majesty emphasized the need

f—

&

to ensure the readiness of the
water sector's infrastructure and
its compatibility with the project's
technical requirements. He stressed
the importance of studying all
financialc technicali and  legal
aspects to enhance water security
and develop the necessary proactive
plans. His Majesty directed the
government to adhere to the project's
timeframe and to clarify its phases
and objectives to the citizens.

The King and the Finnish President discuss Strengthening relations between the two countries and the most prominent developments in the region.

The King: The Importance ol a ceasellre
between America and Iran (o end the war

The ceaseiire in Lebanon must lead (o an end to the Israell aggression

@ The King: The visit is an Important opportunity to explore new areas oi cooperation, such as education and technology
©The Kingdomns strategic location and regional role form the basis for the partmership with Finland
@The Finnish President praises the King)s wisdom and his eiiorts to achieve peace in the Middle East

mman
His Majesty King Abdullah IT met
on Sunday with Finnish President Dr.

enhance stability.

His Majesty emphasized the necessity
for the ceasefire in Lebanon to end the
Alexander Stubb at Al Husseiniya Palace: Israeli aggression and enable Lebanon to
where they discussed ways to enhance
bilateral

developments.

maintain its sovereignty and security.

relations and key regional His Majesty called on the international

community to prevent any Israeli

His Majesty: in the presence of His Royal attempts to exploit the regional situation

Highness Crown Prince Al Hussein bin
Abdullah II; affirmed that the Jordanian-
Finnish partnership has grown steadily

as a pretext for imposing a new reality
in Jerusalem: Gaza. and the West Bank:
given that such attempts undermine
peace prospects and threaten to plunge
the region into an endless conflict. The

over more than 60 years: and that President
Stubb's visit to the Kingdom was an
importantopportunityto explorenewareas talks were attended by the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staffi Major General
Yousef Ahmed Al-Hunaiti; the Director
of His Majesty’s Office; Engineer Alaa
Al-Batayneh: the Minister of Digital

Economy and

of cooperation: such as education and
technology.

For his
expressed his gratitude to His Majesty for

partc the Finnish President

the warm welcome: noting the similarity Entrepreneurship:

in the regional roles of both Finland and Engineer Sami Smiratc who headed
Jordan in their pursuit of stability and the East, expressing his eagerness to hear His regional role form a solid foundation for that international cooperation is more Regarding regional developments, His the delegation of honor accompanying
use of dialogue. Majesty's vision and Jordan's perspectiveon partnership and dialogue with Finland, important than ever, affirming Jordan's Majesty stressed the importance of the the guest the non-resident Jordanian
Stubb  commended  His the overall developments in the region. stressing the importance of joint efforts in continued support for peace efforts in the ceasefire between the United States and Ambassador to Finland: Fayez Khoury:
Majesty's wisdom and his continuous Duyring the talks: His Majesty emphasized promoting dialogue and finding peaceful region: in coordination with partners such Iran leading to an end to the war followed and the non-resident Finnish Ambassador

efforts to achieve peace in the Middle that the Kingdom's strategic location and solutions. His by further measures to reduce tensions and to Jordan: Anne Miskanen.

President

Majesty  emphasized as Finland and the European Union.

s ol Al-Momani: Jordan Will Not Allow Regional it Local Mantactring
dine In e nanas o o o
Washington and Tehran? Develﬂpmenls {0 Dlsr“pl Economic ngress Choice for Jordanian Industry
Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha mman

inister of Government emphasized the strong ties with Gulf Industrialists affirmed  that  local

Communication and official countriesc pointing to investment
understandings with the United Arab

Al-Momanic  said Emirates that include key projects

manufacturing of raw materials and production
inputs is a crucial strategic choice for Jordanian
industry: especially given the regional situation
and the disruptions in global supply chains.
They told the Jordan News Agency (Petra) that
investing in the local manufacturing of raw
materials is a fundamental pillar for achieving
industrial and economic security and enhancing
the Kingdom's ability to face external challenges
efficiently and sustainably. They explained that
the industrial and agricultural sectors would
boost the added value of the national economy:
create new job opportunitiess and improve
product quality through direct oversight of
agricultural operations and ensuring adherence
to international standards. They emphasized
that His Majesty King Abdullah II has given
great attention to the localization of industries
and the promotion of self-reliance in production
inputs: in direct line with the objectives of the
economic modernization vision. During his
frequent meetings with the industrial sector
and his field visits to factoriesc His Majesty
has stressed the necessity of producing the raw
materials needed for national industries to meet
local market demands and for export purposes.
The head of the Jordan Chamber of Industry:
Engineer Fathi Al-Jagbeer: explained that the
move towards manufacturing raw materials
contributes to providing production inputs
locally: thus mitigating price fluctuations and
import costs. Thisenhances the competitiveness
of national industries in both domestic and
export markets; while also protecting the
national economy from the volatility of global
marketsc whether in terms of raw material
availability or rising costs.

Businessmen Association: Moodys Report
Positive Indicator of National Economic Stability

government spokesperson¢  Dr.
Mohammad
that Jordan is moving ahead with such as the Aqaba Port railway:

mman implementing its strategic projectsand underscoring the  government’s
AThe Jordanian Businessmen Association
praised Moody's credit rating agency's report
affirming the Kingdom's credit rating at Ba3 with
a stable outlook. In a statement issued Sunday:
the Association considered the agency's report
a reflection of the national economy's strength
and resilience in the face of regional and global
challenges: and a confirmation of international
institutions' confidencein the Kingdom'seconomic
reform path. The Association emphasized that
this affirmation comes amidst delicate economic
and regional circumstances; reinforcing the
importance of the positive indicators achieved by
Jordan.

strengthening its economic capacity: seriousness in turning plans into
stressing that the Kingdom will not reality.

allow ongoing regional developments Al-Momani stressed that railways are
not a substitute for trucks: but rather
Speaking to the press on Sunday: Al- a complement to the Kingdom’s
Momani said that the resilience of the transport

to disrupt its economic progress.

system: enhancing its
Jordanian economy has been reflected capacity in imports. exports. and
in international assessments: which logistics.

have demonstrated the Kingdom’s He added that the government is
ability to deal efficiently with regional implementing a media strategy
focused on highlighting positive

He highlighted the importance of economic

and global disruptions.
indicators to boost
with the investor confidence: which would
Syrian side: noting that they reflect support economic growth and job
growing economic activity. He also creation.

Ministry ol Industry and Trade: Jordan Makes
Progress with E-Commerce Strategy

mman for low-value parcels.

The Secretary-General of the According to a ministry statement issued
Ministry of Industryc Trade and on Sunday. Al-Zoubi said during the
Supplyc Dana Al-Zoubi. affirmed launch ceremony of the "Digital Trade
that Jordan has made progress in the Southern Mediterranean Region"
during the first phase of the National project that the project represents a step
E-Commerce Strategy (2023-2025) by towards building an integrated digital
developing legislation: strengthening trade system that promotes sustainable
the institutional framework: economic growth and keeps pace with
improving the logistics environment. the rapid transformations in the global
and facilitating shipping procedures economy.

signing 10 agreements
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