Trump says he
doesn’t care

if Iran returns to
negotiations
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News

Iraql women mourn Sajida Obaid,
a singer who gave them a (aste of ireedom

RBIL: Seven days after the legendary

Iraqi singer Sajida Obaid died. women
sat wrapped in black veils and abayas.
their faces wet at her family home in the
northern city of Irbil. Some were family
members and others were fans who had
loved her for decades.
Bitter black coffee. the drink of Iraqi
mourning. passed quietly from hand to
hand. The music drifting in from outside
filled the spaces between sobs.
Outside. men sat under a canvas tent in
the street. A traditional band beat the daf
as some of the men wiped their eyes. In
Iraq. the seventh day marks a return. a
final gathering before grief begins to thin
into memory. Obaid died on April 4 at the
age of 68 after a battle with lung cancer.
The news was overshadowed by the Iran
war that had spilled over into neighboring
Iraq. But for her fans. her death felt
personal — the loss of a woman whose
voice had given them. for a few hours at a
time. something close to freedom.

A space for women to let loose

In Iraq. a woman moving through public
life carries weight with her; eyes watching
what she wears. how she moves. whether
she is stepping too far outside the lines.
So Obaid decided to hold parties only for
women. Every staff member including
the DJ. the waiters. the security. and the
organizers was a woman. No phones
were allowed to prevent photography.
To protect the women in the room. their
freedom stayed inside those walls.
Women who would never dream of
dancing in front of male audience came.
They dressed how they wanted and
danced the way they had forgotten they
could. Virgin Jaji. 68. was one of them.
While the Arab world traditionally
begins its mornings with the dreamy
songs of the Lebanese singer Fayrouz.
Jaji said she has listened to Obaid every
morning for years. in the car. at home.
even at the gym. “Even my parrot only
dances to Sajida Obaid’s music.

“In her women’s parties we danced like
we had no cares in the world.” Jaji said.
her eyes red from crying. “We felt free.
Truly free.” Mina Mohammed. 40. said.
“The first time I heard about a women-
only party by Sajida. I borrowed money
from friends just to be in that hall. Her
voice will always take me back to the best
moments of my life.”

A quick rise to stardom

Obaid was born in Baghdad in 1957.
the daughter of a Roma family. In Iraq.
Roma people are known as “Kawliya.”
a community long tied to music and
performance. but also one that has lived
for generations at the edge of society.
Sajida began singing at 12. performing at
parties to help her family pay the bills.
By her teenage years she was already a
known name. Her voice was warm and
commanding. rooted in the dance rhythms
of the Kawliya and in the older. more tender
Iraqi style known as mawal. By the 1980s. it
had reached the most powerful and most
dangerous men in Iraq. Saddam Hussein’s
security guards would pull her away mid-
performance from other people’s weddings
and bring her to sing. She performed at
the weddings of Saddam’s children and at
birthday parties for his sons and daughters.
It was the complicated price of being a
national star in an era of dictatorship.
She traveled the world. performed at
international festivals and sometimes
played as many as seven shows a week.
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Trump says he doesn’t care
Il Iran returns to negotiations

S President Donald

Trump said he does
not care if Iran comes
back to negotiations with
the United States after
weekend talks in Pakistan
failed to produce a deal.
“I don’t care if they come
back or not. If they don’t
come back. I'm fine.”
Trump told reporters
at Joint Base Andrews
in Maryland. upon his
return from Florida.
Oil tankers are steering
clear of the Strait of
Hormuz ahead of a US
blockade later on Monday
following failed peace
talks between the US and
Iran over the weekend.
shipping data showed.
President Donald Trump
said on Sunday the
US Navy would start
blockading the Strait
of Hormuz. raising the
stakes after marathon
talks with Iran failed to
reach a deal to end the
war. jeopardizing a fragile
two-week ceasefire.
US Central Command

said US forces
would begin &
implementing

the blockade
of all maritime
traffic entering
and exiting

Iranian ports at
10 a.m. ET (1400
GMT) on Monday.
It would  be
“enforced
impartially
against vessels

of all nations

entering or

departing

Iranian  ports and
coastal areas.
including all Iranian
ports on the Arabian
Gulf and Gulf of
Oman.” it said in a
statement on X.

US forces would not
impede  freedom  of
navigation for vessels
transiting the Strait of
Hormuz to and from
non-Iranian ports. and
additional  information
would be provided to
commercial mariners
through a formal notice
prior to the start of the
blockade. it said.

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards said on Sunday

Khairpur is heading to
Kuwait to load refined

products.  the data
showed.
Pakistan National

Shipping. which manages
Shalamar.  did not
immediately respond to
a request for comment
outside of office hours.
Liberia-flagged very
large crude carrier
(VLCC) Mombasa B.
which also transited the
strait earlier on Sunday.
is ballasting in the Gulf.
the data showed.

Malta-flagged ~ VLCC
Agios  Fanourios I
which tried to pass

through the strait on

Sunday to enter the
Gulf to load Iraqi Basra
crude for Vietnam. has
since turned back and
is now anchored near
the Gulf of Oman. the
data showed. The tanker
plans to head to Iraq.
Eastern Mediterranean
Maritime. which
manages  the  Agios
Fanourios I. and CMB.
TECH NV. the manager
for the Mombasa B. did
not respond to requests
for comment outside
office hours.

Despite the stalemate.
three supertankers fully
laden with oil passed
through the Strait of

that any military vessels
attempting to approach
the Strait of Hormuz
would be considered a
violation of the ceasefire
and be dealt with harshly
and decisively.
Pakistan-flagged tankers
Shalamar and Khairpur
entered the Gulf on
Sunday. data from LSEG
and Kpler showed.

» The Aframax tanker

"4 to the United
4 Arab Emirates on
Monday
to load

Das crude

while the

Panamax-

s iz ed

Hormuz on Saturday.
shipping data showed.
They appeared to be
. the first vessels to exit
88 the Gulf since the
ceasefire deal was
struck last week.

Iran’s armed 1orces say US restrictions
on vessels In Hormuz ‘amounts to piracy’

Iranian Armed  Forces
spokesperson  said on
Mondaythat USrestrictionson
vessels in international waters
was illegal and “amounts to
piracy.” and said Iran would
decisively ~ implement a
“permanent mechanism” to
control the Strait of Hormuz
following ~ US threats to
blockade it.

He added that Gulf ports must
be accessible to all or none.
adding that no port in the
Gulf or Gulf of Oman would
remain secure if Iranian ports
were endangered.

Foreign
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Minister Abbas

The US Central Command said

attack on US or commercial

killed thousands. rattled global

China urges calm. restraint
over US Strait of Hormuz
blockade

China urged calm and restraint
on all sides. a spokesperson
for its foreign ministry said
on Monday. when asked
about US President Donald
Trump’s threat to launch a
naval blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz after talks with Iran
failed.

Keeping the key waterway safe.
stable and unimpeded serves
the common interest of the
international community. the
spokesperson. Guo Jiakun.
told a regular press conference.
China stands ready to work
with all sides to safeguard
energy security and supply. he
said.

‘If you fight. we will fight’
“Good will begets good will.
Enmity begets enmity.” Iran’s

Araghchi said after marathon
talks  with ~ Washington
collapsed. as Tehran reacted
sharplytoa US plan to blockade
the Strait of Hormuz. a move
that threatens to upend a
fragile ceasefire and escalate the
conflict.

Araghchi said Iran had
negotiated in good faith but
encountered  “maximalism.
shifting goalposts.  and
blockade” just inches from
sealing an “Islamabad MoU.”
adding: “Zero lessons earned.”
His remarks came after US
President Donald Trump
announced that the US Navy
would  begin  blockading
maritime traffic to and from
Iranian ports following the
failure of weekend talks in
Islamabad — the first direct
US-Iran engagement in more
than a decade.

the blockade would take effect
at 10 a.m. ET (1400 GMT) on
Monday and would be enforced
against vessels of all nations
entering or departing Iranian
ports along the Arabian Gulf
and Gulf of Oman. It added
that freedom of navigation
through the Strait of Hormuz
for non-Iranian-bound vessels
would not be impeded.
Trump. writing on social
media. said ~ Washington
would target any vessel paying
what he described as an “illegal
toll” to Iran and would begin
clearing mines allegedly laid by
Iranian forces in the strategic
waterway. through  which
roughly 20 percent of global
energy supplies pass.

“No one who pays an illegal
toll will have safe passage on
the high seas.” Trump said.
warning that any Iranian

vessels would be met with
overwhelming force.

Iran’s response was swift.
The Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps warned that any
military vessels approaching
the Strait would be treated
as a breach of the ceasefire
and dealt with “harshly and
decisively.” underscoring the
risk of further escalation.
Parliamentary Speaker
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf
dismissed Trump’s threats.
saying they would have no
effect on Tehran’s position.

“If you fight. we will fight.
and if you come forward with
logic. we will deal with logic.”
Qalibaf said in remarks carried
by state media.

The talks in Islamabad
followed a ceasefire announced
earlier in the week after six
weeks of fighting that has

markets and driven oil prices
above $100 per barrel. The
Strait of Hormuz has remained
a central flashpoint. with Iran
previously restricting traffic
through the narrow shipping
lane. US Vice President JD
Vance. who led the American
delegation. said no agreement
had been reached. calling the
outcome “bad news for Iran
much more than it’s bad news
for the United States.”

Despite the breakdown. Trump
signaled that diplomacy may
continue. describing the talks
as “very friendly” and saying
he believed Iran would return
to the negotiating table.

“I do believe they're going to
come to the table on this.” he
said in an interview with Fox
News.

A US official said key sticking
points included Washington’s

demand for a complete halt
to uranium  enrichment.
dismantling of enrichment
facilities and the transfer of
highly enriched uranium.
as well as ending Iranian
support for regional groups
and ensuring full access to the
Strait.

Qalibaf. however. blamed
Washington for the impasse.
saying Iran had put forward
“forward-looking initiatives”
but had failed to gain US trust.
President Masoud Pezeshkian.
in a call with Russian President
Vladimir Putin. reiterated that
Tehran seeks a “balanced and
fair agreement.”

“If the United States returns to
the framework of international
law. reaching an agreement is
not far off.” he said. according
to state media.

Iranian  outlets. including
the  semi-official  Tasnim
news agency. said “excessive”
US demands had hindered
progress. though some issues
were reportedly agreed upon.
with the Strait and Tehran’s
nuclear program remaining
the main obstacles. Amid the
tensions. shipping data showed
three fully laden supertankers
transited the Strait on Saturday.
appearing to be the first vessels
to exit the Gulf since the
ceasefire — a tentative sign
that maritime traffic had yet to
be fully disrupted despite the
looming blockade.
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During his reception of a youth delegation irom the National Forum for Awareness and Development Association

Al-Issawi: Jordan 1S steadily moving forward under the King’s

leadership despite the complexities oi the regional landscape
@ Speakers: The King's positions receive international appreciation and reflect Jordan’s influential standing

mman
The Chief of the Royal
Hashemite Court. Yousef Hassan
Al-Issawi. on Monday received
a youth delegation from the
National Forum for Awareness and
Development Association.
During the meeting. held at the
Royal Hashemite Court. Al-Issawi
reviewed the efforts of His Majesty
King Abdullah II at the local.
regional. and international levels.
noting that the developmental
and  modernization  approach
led by His Majesty balances
development and stability. enhances
the modernization of  state
institutions. expands opportunities
for participation. and creates
an environment conducive to
achievement.
He touched on the nature of regional
transformations. pointing out that
dealing with them requires precision
in approach and firmness in
position. in a way that preserves the
Kingdom’s security and strengthens
its role in supporting regional
stability. within a clear political
vision based on firm principles.
In  this  context. Al-Issawi
highlighted the diplomatic efforts
led by His Majesty the King. aimed
at strengthening coordination with
brotherly and friendly countries
and reinforcing Jordan’s presence as
an active voice in containing crises.
while maintaining the priority of
national interests.
He also noted that Jordan’s strength
stems from the cohesion of its
internal front and the resilience of
its institutions. enabling it to face
various challenges and continue its
pivotal role in consolidating security
and stability in the region.
On the domestic front. he
explained that efforts continue to
improve living conditions through
policies aimed at expanding social
protection. stimulating investment.
and creating job opportunities that
support economic growth.
He addressed the role played by
Her Majesty Queen Rania Al
Abdullah in supporting education

and empowering communities.
alongside the contributions of His
Royal Highness Crown Prince
Al Hussein bin Abdullah II in
supporting youth and activating
their role in development paths.
particularly in innovation and
entrepreneurship.

Regarding the Palestinian issue.
Al-Tssawi stressed the steadfastness
of the Jordanian position under
the leadership of His Majesty
King Abdullah II in defending the
rights of the Palestinian people
and working toward establishing
their independent state with East
Jerusalem as its capital. while
continuing to safeguard Islamic and
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.

He praised the role of the Jordan
Armed Forces - the Arab Army.
the security agencies. and the Royal
Air Force in preserving the nation’s
security and protecting its stability.
emphasizing the importance of
strengthening national awareness
and working in a team spirit to
confront challenges.

For their part. the speakers expressed
their pride in the courageous
and clear positions and efforts
of His Majesty the King. and his
tireless endeavors to achieve peace
and stability in the Middle East.
which receive wide international
appreciation and reflect Jordan’s
influential status.

They noted that the movements led
by His Majesty reflect a balanced

vision that has strengthened Jordan’s
standing. affirming their support
for the Hashemite leadership and
backing its positions on various
issues.
They
royal approach based on direct

also  stressed that the
communication ~ with  citizens
contributes to enhancing trust
and belonging. and reflects the
leadership’s keenness to listen to
various opinions and aspirations.
They pointed out that they will stand
firmly against anyone attempting to
undermine the country’s security
and stability. and will confront
attempts to cast doubt on or diminish
Jordan’s positions and the efforts of
His Majesty King Abdullah II.

They commended the efforts of His
Majesty the King and His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Al Hussein
bin Abdullah II. and their interest
in enhancing the role of youth and
empowering them to participate in
nation-building.

During the meeting. the delegation
presented the Chief of the Royal
Hashemite Court with the “Youth
Covenant” document.  which
affirms renewed allegiance and
loyalty to His Majesty the King.
adherence to national principles.
and moving forward behind the
Hashemite leadership in the path of
development and modernization.
The document affirmed that
they remain committed to their
pledge. loyal to their promise. and

continuing along the leadership’s
path. drawing from it determination
and will in serving the ;g1 (nation)
and enhancing its progress.

It also expressed their commitment
to following in the King’s
footsteps. working with a spirit of
responsibility and sincerity. placing
Jordan’s interests above all else.
and affirming their adherence to
national unity and confidence in
the country’s future.

The document called for continued
efforts to elevate the nation and
safeguard its achievements. praying
for the protection of His Majesty the
King and for the continued blessing
of security and stability for Jordan.
Al-Tssawi also signed the “Million
Against Drugs” campaign
document. one of the association’s
initiatives aimed at combating this
serious scourge and limiting its
spread. contributing to protecting
society and youth and safeguarding
their security and stability.

They also presented several
proposals that would enhance
youth participation. especially in
governorates. villages. and rural
areas.

At the conclusion of the meeting.
Al-Tssawi reaffirmed that the Royal
Hashemite Court will remain a
unifying space for all Jordanians
and a platform for dialogue and
communication. strengthening
national cohesion and reinforcing
an approach of openness.

News

Invitation for Jordan to paricipate  Princess Sumaya University among the top 8 teams
worldwide in the Strategic Expansion Challenge

In the Fiith International
Investment Forum in Tashkent

R

mman
The Embassy of Uzbekistan to the Kingdom
announced that Jordan. along with dozens of
countries. has been invited to participate in the
Fifth International Investment Forum. which will
be hosted by the Uzbek capital. Tashkent. next
June under the slogan “Investment Resilience:
New Horizons. New Partnerships.” with broad
participation from world leaders. officials. experts.
and investors from around the globe.
In a press statement on Monday. it said there is a
shared commitment. in light of the distinguished
relations. to deepen economic cooperation and
benefit from available opportunities. praising
Jordan’s participation in the forum’s previous
edition. It noted that the forum focuses on
discussing ways to protect investments amid
global economic challenges. strengthening
institutional mechanisms that support the
resilience of emerging markets. and exploring
new international partnership opportunities.
It added that the forum is being held amid positive
economic indicators achieved by Uzbekistan.
where GDP grew by 7.7 percent in 2025.
exceeding $147 billion. while exports increased by
24 percent. and foreign direct investment rose by
46.9 percent. reaching record levels compared to
previous years.

mman
The “Oralis” team from the
King Talal School of Business
Technology at Princess Sumaya
University for Technology
has achieved a milestone by
qualifying among the top 8
teams worldwide. and ranking
as the best team in the Middle
East region. in the 2026 Global
Business Strategic Expansion
Challenge.
According to a university
statement on Monday. the team
ranked fourth across Asia and
Oceania in the competition.
which was organized remotely
by the Anderson School of
Management at the University
ofNewMexico. Thecompetition
saw participation from more
than 65 teams representing
international universities.
including Boston University in
the United States and several
European universities.
“Oralis” is the only Arab team
to qualify for both the regional
and global levels. reflecting the
advanced level of the university’s
students and their ability to
compete internationally.

The team included: Lori
Ketchijian. Lilian  Al-Jamal.
Majd Al-Fakhouri.  and

Omar Al-Kharraz. under the
supervision of Dr. Dalia Al-
Issawi. Head of the Business
Information Technology

Department.  During the
competition. the team presented
two advanced case studies: one
for a company in applied surface
engineering and another in
quantum chip technology. These
studies combined engineering
concepts. technical simulation.
and strategic analysis. enabling
them to secure a place among the
top 8 teams globally.

The university president. Dr.
Wijdan Abu Al-Haija. affirmed
that this achievement reflects
the quality of the academic
programs offered by the

university and highlights the
students’ ability to compete and
excel internationally.

She added that the achievement
reflects the great dedication
and commitment shown by the
students and their supervisors.
noting that this success aligns
with the directives of Her Royal
Highness Princess Sumaya
bint El Hassan. Chair of the
University’s Board of Trustees.
in supporting  academic
excellence and student
leadership at both regional and
global levels.

Between Threat and
Negotiation: Hormuz as
the Knot oi Conilict and
the Key to Solutions

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

the vital passage through which oil tankers
pass; today: it has become one of the

[l hottest issues on the table of regional and

international balances. With increasing talk
about Iran’s intention to impose fees on ships
passing under the pretext of protection. this
strategic corridor is turning into a tool of both
political and economic pressure; opening
the door to a new phase of unconventional
conflict.

If realized: this proposal cannot be separated
from a broader context of tug-of-war with
the United States and its allies. Tehran seeks
to compensate for part of its losses resulting
from sanctions: as well as part of the cost of
the war that destroyed vital Iranian facilities:
while at the same time establishing a new
equation: that global energy security will
no longer remain outside the calculations of
confrontation. The strait; through which a
large portion of the world’s gas and oil passes:
is no longer just an economic artery: but has
become a pivot point in the game of influence.
However: imposing fees on an international
passage of this scale raises deep legal and
political questions: especially in light of
international maritime laws that guarantee
freedom of navigation in vital straits. Here:
Washington may find itself facing a new
challenge: does it treat the step as a sovereign
measure or as an escalation that requires a
response? In either case: the region will face a
new test that may reshuffle the cards.

the that the Strait of Hormuz is no longer
just a bargaining chip. but has become a
“table in itself;” on which multiple issues are
presented: from sanctions to de-escalation.
and from maritime security to deterrence
balance. With every escalation: fears grow
that any friction in this narrow passage could
become a spark for a broader crisis whose
effects may extend far beyond the region.
After the recent war and the accompanying
strikes and regional tensions: the Strait of
Hormuz file has re-emerged as one of the
most sensitive issues in the equation of
global energy and security. Amid economic
pressures and accumulated sanctions on Iran,
talk of unconventional tools to compensate
for losses has resurfaced: including the
possibility of imposing fees or reorganizing
transit costs in this vital corridor.

this merely hinted at. cannot be separated
from the repercussions of the confrontation
with the United States and its allies. Here:
geography transforms into both an economic
and political tool. The strait. through which
a large portion of global oil supplies passes:
is no longer just a maritime route: but has
become a pressure card directly entering the
calculations of negotiation and deterrence.
In the post-war context. these tensions are
reflected across the entire region: including
Jordan: through rising levels of concern in
energy markets and increasing economic
uncertainty, making any movement in
Hormuz have effects that go beyond its
geographical boundaries. Disruption of this
artery automatically means volatility in oil
prices and global supply chains.

On the other hand: this option remains
fraught with risks; because any attempt
to restrict or impose additional costs on
international navigation could be interpreted
as direct escalation: opening the door to
reactions that may return the region to a
wider &3 of tension: and perhaps the return
of war between the United States and Iran
especially after Trump’s statements following
the failure of negotiations in Islamabad: when
he said that what happened with Venezuela
would happen with Iran. Therefore. talk
of fees or repositioning in Hormuz cannot
be read as a purely economic measure: but
as part of a delicate balance game between
pressure and risk.

Amid renewed escalation between the United
States and Iran. the name of the Strait of
Hormuz has returned to the forefront of
the political and media scene: following
circulating talk about American tendencies
to increase pressure in this vital corridor.
However: describing what is happening as
a “siege” remains closer to political rhetoric
than to actual reality on the ground.

U.S. President Donald Trump adopted
during his term a policy of “maximum
pressure” on Iran: aimed at reducing its oil
and financial resources through sanctions
and tightening economic constraints rather
than through a direct closure of maritime
routes. In this context: the Strait of Hormuz
is invoked as a central element because it
constitutes the most important artery for oil
exports in the region.




Summer and Eid al-Adha clothing are available Iraqi women mourn Sajida Obaid,

in the local market at competitive prices asinger who gave them a taste of freedom

goods for the summer RBIL: Seven days after
and Eid al-Adha seasons. the legendary Iraqi
across different categories singer Sajida Obaid died.
and brands. in the local women sat wrapped in
market at competitive black veils and abayas.
prices. their faces wetather family

mman

The General
Syndicate of Traders in
Clothing. Footwear. and
Fabrics confirmed the
availability of various

home in the northern city
of Irbil. Some were family
members and others were
fans who had loved her

for decades.
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Satistics issues a report on
consumer prices “inilation”

mman
The Department of Statistics issued its
monthly report on the general Consumer
Price Index for last March. which reached
1.87% compared to the corresponding month
of 2025. and 0.76% (less than one percentage
point) compared to the previous February of
thesameyear. Onacumulativelevel. inflation
for the first three months of this year reached
1.36% compared to the same period in 2025.
during which inflation was 2.0%.
Regarding commodity groups. the increase
in the general Consumer Price Index for
last March compared to the same month of
2025 was mainly due to a rise in the prices
of personal belongings by 34.76%. vegetables.
dry and canned legumes by 15.87%. oils
and fats by 14.91%. tea. coffee. and cocoa by
11.91%. and fruits and nuts by 4.67%.

mman

His Majesty King Abdullah II.
in a meeting he chaired on Monday.
followed up on the government's
progress in implementing the
public  sector = modernization
roadmap. in the presence of His

the first phase (20222025-) of the
executive program. including the
expansion of digitized government
services and the opening of 13
comprehensive government
service  centers in  several
governorates.

Gold prices fall, oil rises as the
dollar strengthens globally

mman
Gold prices fell on Monday to their
lowest level in nearly a week. pressured by a

include and

stronger dollar. which reduced demand for
the precious metal. According to Bloomberg.
spot gold fell 1.1 percent to $4.694.30 an
ounce. its lowest level since April 7. U.S. gold
futures for June delivery also declined 1.4
percent to settle at $4.717.80. Among other
precious metals. spot silver fell 1.9 percent
to $74.45 an ounce. platinum dropped 1.3
percent to $2.019.35. while palladium edged
up 0.7 percent to $1.531.50.

Between Threat and
Negotiation: Hormuz as
the Knot of Conilict and
the Key 1o Solutions

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

Al-Saiadi discusses developments in the
Sifuation with his Saudi and Qaiari counterparts

mman

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Ayman
Al-Safadi and the Foreign Minister of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. His Highness
Prince Faisal bin Farhan. discussed in a
phone call the developments in regional
conditions. as part of coordinating efforts
to reduce tension and restore security
and stability in the region. Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates Ayman Al-Safadi also discussed
with the Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the State of Qatar. Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani. in
a phone call on Monday. the developments
in the region and the prospects for achieving
regional de-escalation following the US-
Iran negotiations hosted in the Pakistani
capital. Islamabad.

Al-Issawi: Jordan IS Steadily moving iorward under the King’s
leaderslup despite the CﬂllllllﬁXllleS oi the I'Bglﬂllﬂl landscape

J90 yliaat | colee - (ke dalmall ) dllfdall L1y SU) ¢ Ld - Gles 1 Gl giadl

Royal Highness Crown Prince Al
Hussein bin Abdullah II.
Duringhis meetingat Al Husseiniya
Palace with Prime Minister Dr.
Jaafar Hassan and a number of
relevant officials. His Majesty
emphasized the importance of
leveraging technology to develop
public sector institutions and
improve their performance in
serving citizens and investors.

His Majesty was briefed on the
wst significant achievements of

The King His Majesty listened to a
briefing on the government's plan
to launch the Jordanian Academy
of Public Administration. which
will serve as a central body for
developing the capabilities of
the public sector. replacing the
Institute of Public Administration.
In this context. His Majesty called
for continued development of
appointment mechanisms within
the  government  apparatus.
emphasizing the importance of

creating an attractive environment to municipalities
for talent and expertise. within a increasing reliance on modern
framework based on transparency. technologies to enhance the
fairness. and performance-based efficiency of public  sector
career advancement. performance. spending efficiency.
His Majesty also listened to and the quality of services provided
a briefing presented by the to citizens.

Minister of State for Public Sector The meeting was attended by the
Development. Engineer Badriya Director of His Majesty's Office.
Al-Balbisi. who indicated that Engineer Alaa Al-Batayneh. and
the executive program for the the Minister of Digital Economy
second phase (20262029-) focuses and Entrepreneurship. Engineer
on expanding implementation Sami Smirat.

mman
The Department of
Statistics issued its monthly
report on the general index
of industrial producer prices.
which recorded a decrease in
industrial producer prices for
the first two months of 2026
by 2.73% compared to the
same period in 2025.
On a monthly level. the
general index of industrial
producer prices decreased
by 2.64% for February

the base year is (2018=100).

same period in 2025.

February 2026 reached 104.21 in 2025. manufacturing prices
compared to the corresponding points compared to 107.04 for decreased by 3.43%.
month of 2025. noting that the same month in 2025. and representsa relative importance
104.02 compared to January of of 88.74%.
The industrial producer price the currentyear. Atthelevelof industries prices increased by
index for the first two months the groups forming the general 4.96%. representing a relative
of 2026 reached 104.11 points framework of the industrial importance
compared to 107.04 for the producer priceindex.and when electricity prices increased by
On a comparing the first two months 1.18%. representing a relative
monthly basis. the index for of 2026 with the same period importance of 5.91%.

il et

Amman Chamber of Commerce: Increase in
containers arriving at Aqaba is evidence
0f Jordan’s logistical role in the region

mman

The First Vice Chairman of the Amman
Chamber of Commerce. Nabil Al-Khatib.
ssi that the rise in the number of containers
arriving at the Aqaba Container Terminal
during the past month. despite regional
tensions. represents a positive indicator of
Jordan’s logistical role in the region and
carries important economic implications.
Al-Khatib told the Jordan News Agency
(Petra) that the increase in container numbers
last month compared to the same month last
year indicates the resilience of supply chains
at Aqaba Port and its transformation into
a provider of secure and stable alternative
routes and corridors for Gulf countries and
Iraq. He added that increased local demand
for goods and precautionary stockpiling also
contributed to the rise in containers arriving
in the Kingdom via the container port. in
addition to the growth of regional transit
movement through the Kingdom to Iraq.
Syria. and the West Bank.
According to Al-Khatib. the number of
loaded incoming containers through the
container port rose by 4.5% in March of this
year. reaching 39.441 containers. compared
to 37.794 containers in the same month last
year. The number of incoming containers
also increased during the first quarter of this
year by 11.3%. reaching 122.106 containers.
compared to 109.616 containers during the
same period last year.
On the other hand. the number of exported
containers loaded with goods from the
Kingdom declined in March of this year
by 27.4%. dropping to 6.722 containers
compared to 9.265 containers in the same
month of 2025.
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