Meetings of the Higher Pakistan says ‘imperative’ £ Northern Military Tankers
Coordination Council to uphold ceasefire as US RegionThwartsDrug exit Gulf
between Jordan and Syria leaves Iran peace talks Smuggling Attempt - via Strait
Begin at the Ministerial Level without a deal Using Drone - of Hormuz
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Pakistan says ‘Imperative’ (o uphold ceaselire

as UN leaves Iran peace talks without a deal

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s foreign minister
insisted on Sunday Washington
and Tehran must uphold the
ceasefire  agreement. after
marathon talks between the
two sides to end the war in the
Middle East ended without an

agreement.
“Itis imperative that the parties
continue to wuphold their

commitment to ceasefire.” said
Ishaq Dar. whose government
hosted the talks and acted as a
mediator.

“Pakistan has been and will
continue to play its role to
facilitate  engagement and
dialogue between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the
United States of America in
the days to come.” he said in
a brief statement broadcast by
state media.

US Vice President JD Vance
said on Sunday that his
negotiating team was leaving
Pakistan after not reaching
a deal with Iran following
21 hours of negotiations.
jeopardizing a fragile two-week
ceasefire.

“The bad news is that we have
not reached an agreement.
and I think that’s bad news
for Iran much more than
it's bad news for the United
States of America.” Vance told
reporters after the talks ended.
“So we go back to the United
States having not come to an
agreement. We've made very
clear what our red lines are.”
Vance cited shortcomings in
the talks and said Iran had
chosen not to accept American
terms. including to not build
nuclear weapons. A short time
later. Vance waved goodbye
from the top of the stairs as
he boarded Air Force Two in
Islamabad.

“We need to see an affirmative
commitment that they will not
seek a nuclear weapon. and
they will not seek the tools that
would enable them to quickly
achieve a nuclear weapon. That
is the core goal of the president
of the United States. and that’s
what we’ve tried to achieve
through these negotiations.”
Iran’s semi-official Tasnim
news agency said that

Trump says makes ‘no difierence’

“excessive” US demands had
hinderedreachinganagreement

and that negotiations had
ended. Before Vance spoke.
Iran’s government in a post
on X had said negotiations
would continue and technical
experts from both sides would
exchange documents.

Tehran says no one had
expectation ~ of  reaching
agreement with US in one
session: state TV

Iran’s foreign ministry said no
one had held any expectation
that talks with the United
States could have reached an
agreement within one session
after the negotiations in
Islamabad stalled on Sunday.
“Naturally. from the beginning
we should not have expected
to reach an agreement in a
single session. No one had
such an expectation.” ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Baqaei
said. according to  state
broadcaster IRIB.

He said Tehran was “confident
that contacts between us and
Pakistan. as well as our other
friends in the region. will
continue.”

Highest-level discussions since
the 1979 Islamic Revolution
The talks in Islamabad were the
first direct US-Iranian meeting
in more than a decade and
the highest-level discussions
since  the 1979  Islamic

to him 1f Iran, US reach deal

WASHINGTON

Revolution. In his brief press
conference. Vance did not
mention reopening the Strait
of Hormuz. a choke point for
about 20 percent of global
energy supplies that Iran has
blocked since the war began.
The conflict has sent global
oil prices soaring and killed
thousands of people. Vance’s
delegation included special
envoy Steve Witkoff and
President Donald Trump’s son-
in-law Jared Kushner. Vance
said he talked with Trump a half
adozen to a dozen times during
the talks. Iran’s team included
Parliamentary Speaker
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf
and Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi.

The Iranian delegation arrived
on Friday dressed in black in
mourning for late Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and others killed in the war.
They carried shoes and bags of
some students killed during the
US bombing of a school next
to a military compound. the
Iranian government said. The
Pentagon has said the strike is
under investigation but Reuters
has reported that military
investigators believe the US
was likely responsible for it.
“There were mood swings
from the two sides and the
temperature went up and down
during the meeting.” a Pakistani

SINGAPORE/

KUALA LUMPUR

source said in reference to the
first round of talks.

For the US-Iran talks.
Islamabad. a city of more
than 2 million people. was
locked down with thousands
of paramilitary personnel and
army troops on the streets.
Pakistan’s mediating role is a
remarkable transformation for
a nation that was a diplomatic
outcast a year ago.

Strait of Hormuz

As the talks started. the US
military said it was “setting the
conditions” to start clearing the
Strait of Hormuz.

The Strait of Hormuz is central
to the ceasefire talks. The US
military said two of its warships
had passed through the strait
and conditions were being set
to clear mines. while Iran’s state
media denied any US ships had
transited the waterway. Before
the talks began. a senior Iranian
source told Reuters the US had
agreed to release frozen assets
in Qatar and other foreign
banks. A US official denied
agreeing to release the money.
As well as the release of assets
abroad. Tehran is demanding
control of the Strait of Hormuz.
payment of war reparations
and a ceasefire across the
region including in Lebanon.
according to Iranian state TV

and officials.

Tehran also wants to collect
transit fees in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Trump’s stated goals have
shifted. but as a minimum he
wants free passage for global
shipping through the strait and
the crippling of Iran’s nuclear
enrichment program to ensure
it cannot produce an atomic
bomb.

US ally Israel. which joined the
February 28 attacks on Iran
that launched the war. has also
been bombing Tehran-backed
Hezbollah militants in Lebanon
and says that conflict is not part
of the Iran-US ceasefire.

Face to face talks

mood swings.

Witkoff and Kushner met
Qalibaf and Araghchi for two
hours before a rest. according
to a source from mediator
Pakistan.

The Iranian delegation arrived
on Friday dressed in black in
mourning for late Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and others killed in the war.
They carried shoes and bags of
some students killed during the
US bombing of a school next
to a military compound. the
Iranian government said.

The Pentagon has said the

strike is under investigation
but Reuters has reported that
military investigators believe
the US was likely responsible
for it.

“There were mood swings
from the two sides and the
temperature went up and
down during the meeting.”
another Pakistani source said
in reference to the first round
of talks.

For the US-Iran talks.
Islamabad. a city of more
than 2 million people. was
locked down with thousands
of paramilitary personnel and
army troops on the streets.
Pakistan’s mediating role is a
remarkable transformation for
a nation that was a diplomatic
outcast a year ago.

Mutual distrust

Qalibaf. speaking shortly after
landing in Pakistan. made
clear that Iran remained
highly suspicious of the
United States.

“Our experience in negotiating
with the Americans has always
been met with failure and

broken promises.” Qalibaf
said.
Vance said before leaving

for Pakistan that if Iran was
“willing to negotiate in good
faith. we're certainly willing to
extend the open hand”.

But he said the United States
would not be receptive “if
they're going to try to play us”.
Experts said Iran‘'s delegation
showed it was serious about
leaving Pakistan with a deal.
“The size. seniority and breadth
of the Iranian delegation ...
signal both Tehran's sincerity
in these negotiations and its
expectations and confidence.”
said Trita Parsi. executive
vice president of the Quincy
Institute ~ for ~ Responsible
Statecraft and author of a book
on US-Iran diplomacy.

Israel has insisted that the
ceasefire does not affect its
invasion of Lebanon. where
Israel has carried out massive
strikes and sent  troops
in response to fire from
Hezbollah. the Iranian-backed
Shia Muslim movement.

Tankers exit Guli via Strait ol Hormuz

Three supertankers
laden with oil passed through
the Strait of Hormuz on

fully

US President Donald Trump said
Saturday he was not bothered
about the outcome of US-Iran
talks in Pakistan. insisting the
United States had come out ahead
from the war.

“Whether we make a deal or not
makes no difference to me. The
reason is because we’ve won.”
Trump told reporters.

“We're in very deep negotiations
with Iran. We win regardless.
We've defeated them militarily.”
Trump said.

Trump was speaking as Vice
President JD Vance was leading
the US delegation in the
Pakistani capital Islamabad. with
discussions with Iran heading
into a second day.

Trump also repeated the US
military’s statement that US Navy
warships on Saturday transited
through the Strait of Hormuz.
the vital gateway to the oil-rich
Gulf. to begin clearing it of Iranian
mines.

The account was denied by Iran.
which has exerted power over the
narrow waterway and with it the

world’s oil supply in retaliation for
the attack launched on February
28 by the United States and Israel.

“We have minesweepers out
there. We're sweeping the strait.”
Trump said.

“We’ll open up the strait even
though we don’t use it. because
we have a lot of other countries
in the world that do use it that are
either afraid or weak or cheap.”
Trump said.

He again voiced frustration with
allies from NATO. who stayed
on the sidelines during the war.
and who were not consulted in
advance.

“We were not helped by NATO.
that I can tell you.” Trump said.

Saturday. shipping  data
showed. in what appeared
to be the first vessels to exit
the Gulf since the US-Iran
ceasefire deal.

Tehran’s blockade of the
strait. a  chokepoint for
about 20 percent of global
oil and liquefied natural gas
shipments. has disrupted
global energy supplies and
sent oil prices soaring since
the start of the Iran war at
the end of February.

The Liberia-flagged Very
Large Crude Carrier (VLCC)
Serifos and China-flagged
VLCCs  Cospearl  Lake
and He Rong Hai. entered
and exited the “Hormuz
Passage trial anchorage” that
bypasses Iran’s 0Larak Island
on Saturday. OLSEG data
showed.

Each vessel is capable of
carrying 2 million barrels of
oil.

Serifos. which LSEG and
Kpler data showed is

chartered by Thai state-
owned energy firm PTT.
is among seven vesselsthat
Malaysia sought clearance
from Iran to transit the strait.
two people familiar with the
matter told Reuters.

The tanker. carrying crude
loaded from Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates in
early March. is expected to
Darrive at Malaysia’s Malacca

port on April 21. data from
LSEG and analytics firm
Kpler showed.

Malaysia’s foreign ministry.
Petronas and PTT did not
respond to requests for
comment on Sunday outside
office hours. Another tanker
Ocean Thunder. loaded with
Iraqi crude and chartered by a
unit of Malaysian state energy
firm Petronas . transited the

waterway last week.

Cospear]l Lake. laden with
Iraqi oil. is expected to arrive
at eastern China’s Zhoushan
port on May 1. LSEG data
showed. It was not clear where
He Rong Hai will discharge
the Saudi crude on board.

Both VLCCs are chartered
by Unipec. the trading arm of
Chinese energy giant Sinopec.
the data showed.
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The Prime Minister emphasizes (he importance of building
upon the cooperation achieved between Jordan and yyria.

Prime Minister Jaafar Hassan
received the Syrian ministerial
delegation participating in the
second session of the Jordanian-
Syrian  Higher Coordination
Council. prior to its convening in
Amman.

The Prime Minister emphasized
the importance of building
upon the existing cooperation
with Syria and the necessity
of capitalizing on available
opportunities. particularly in the
areas of water. transportation.

energy. ports. and railway
connectivity.
He noted the significance

of the efforts exerted within
the framework of the Higher
Coordination Council between
the two countries. which have
had a major positive impact on
cooperation in the trade. energy.
and security sectors.

The Prime Minister reiterated
Jordan>s position. under the
leadership of His Majesty

Northern Military Region Thwarts
Drug Smuggling Attempt USing Drone

Early Sunday morning. the Northern Military
Region thwarted an attempt to smuggle a
quantity of narcotics using a drone along its
northern borders. Rules of engagement were
applied after the drone was detected by border
guard forces.

Following a search. a quantity of narcotics was
found and the seized items were handed over
to the relevant authorities.

Minister of Energy:
Rationalizing consumption s the first
step in achieving enerdy security

Sada Al-Shaab

The Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources
and the Jordan Engineers Association launched
the National Campaign for Rationalizing
Energy Consumption. in the presence of
Minister of Energy Dr. Saleh Kharabsheh and
President of the Engineers Association Eng.
Abdullah Assem Ghosheh.
During the launch ceremony. Kharabsheh
stated that we need to promote and expand
the culture of rationalization more than ever
before. noting that the first step towards
achieving comprehensive energy security is
adopting a culture of rational consumption.
He explained that the results of the auditing
and efficiency projects implemented by the
Ministry>s Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Fund showed that efficiency
measures in some factories achieved savings
of up to 20%. and in some hotels. up to
50%. He expressed his hope that efficiency
would become ingrained in the behavior of
all sectors. noting that progress in efficiency
efforts remains modest across various sectors.
He pointed out that Jordan>s energy intensity
index exceeds the global average by up to 25%.
Al-Kharabsheh emphasized that energy
efficiency is now essential and aligns with the
vision of economic modernization. supporting
the national economy. increasing productivity.
and creating job opportunities. He called on
all relevant parties to intensify their efforts to
establish a culture of efficiency. in conjunction
with legislative reviews.
Forhispart. thehead ofthe Engineers Syndicate.
Engineer Abdullah Assem Ghosheh. stated that
the surrounding regional circumstances have
propelled energy conservation to the forefront
of engineering and national priorities. He
pointed out that the successive crises have
prompted a reassessment of the vision for
resource management and efficient use.
thereby enhancing Jordanss ability to adapt to
and respond to the evolving energy market.
Ghosheh added that the current phase
necessitates  strengthening  institutional
work within the energy sector by integrating
conservation concepts into all stages of
engineering work. from design and planning
preparation to energy auditing and the
application of sustainability standards in
buildings and facilities. This will ensure
increased efficiency. reduced losses. and
tangible savings in consumption.

King Abdullah II. in support
of Syria>s unity. sovereignty.
stability. and the rebuilding of For his part. Syrian Foreign Minister
its institutions.

He added. Syrias success is Jordans

supporting our Syrian brothers in
various fields.,

Asaad al-Shaibani praised Jordamns
positions. under the leadership of

News

support of Syria.

Al-Shaibani added. We are keen
to exert every possible effort to
achieve the best possible level
of cooperation that serves both

success. and we are committed to

His Majesty King Abdullah II. in

brotherly countries.,

Meetings of the Higher Coordination Council between
Jordan and Syria Begin at the Ministerial Level

e
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The second session of the
Higher Coordination Council
between the Kingdom of
Jordan and the Syrian Arab
Republic began in Amman at
the ministerial level. chaired
by Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and  Expatriates

Ayman Safadi and Syrian
Minister of Foreign Affairs
and  Expatriates  Asaad
Shaibani.  The Council
meetings. which are being
held with the participation of
two ministerial delegations
representing 20 sectors. are
discussing bilateral relations

between the two brotherly
countries and deepening
them into a comprehensive
strategic ~ partnership  in
several vital areas of interest
to both nations. Technical
committees held preparatory
meetings for the Councibs
work on Saturday. (Petra)

Brotherhood and Tolerance at Their
Finest in Madaba with the Arrival of Easter

Sada Al-Shaab - The city
of Madaba is witnessing
a remarkable atmosphere
these days. reflecting the
brotherhood. tolerance. and
love between Muslims and
Christians with the arrival of
Easter. This is evidenced by
the exchange of visits to offer
holiday greetings. creating

a unique Jordanian national
scene.

Madaba Governor Hassan
Al-Jabour.  along with
the Security Council and
provincial officials.  are
keen to visit their Christian
brothers and sisters to offer
holiday greetings. indicating
a unique bond of love and

fraternity among the people
of Madaba.

Al-Jabour stated that
Madaba is a city of peace.
love. and coexistence. which
enhances its beauty. He
added that in Jordan. we
value citizens based on their
contributions and loyalty to
their country.

Foreign Minister Meets

with His Syrian Counterpart

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
and  Expatriates Ayman
Safadi met with the Minister
of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates of the sisterly

Syrian Arab Republic. Asaad
Shaibani. on the sidelines
of the second session of

the Higher Coordination
Council between the
Kingdom and the Syrian
Arab Republic in Amman.
The two sides discussed
bilateral relations. several
issues of common interest.
and developments in the
egion.

W

Washington or Tehran?
Who is putting sticks in the
wheels of the negotiations

Khaled Khazir Al-Kharisha

Atahighly complexregionalandinternational
moment. negotiations between the United
States and Iran return to the forefront of the
scene—not as a path toward a solution. but
as an arena of political and strategic tug-of-
war. where nuclear calculations intersect with
maps of regional influence. and conditions
clash with a lack of trust. politics and media
is: who is obstructing the path of negotiations?
Washington or Tehran?

On the surface. it seems that both sides sit at
the same table—or at least orbit around indirect
negotiations—but in essence. each party negotiates
with the mindset of a victor. not that of someone
seeking a settlement. The United States. which still
views itself as a power capable of imposing dictates.
presents a package of conditions that go beyond
the nuclear file to include Iran’s missile program
and its regional role. from Lebanon to Iraq and
Syria. These conditions. while seen by Washington
as necessary to ensure security and stability. are
viewed by Tehran as an attempt to completely
reshape its strategic behavior.

On the other hand. Iran does not appear ready
to offer free concessions. Today. the talk turns to
the Strait of Hormuz. which is considered a knot
in the negotiations. Iran also demands the full
and immediate lifting of economic sanctions. the
release of its frozen funds. and even seeks to bring
regional files onto the negotiating table. including
what is happening in Lebanon and tensions in
maritime corridors. This linking of issues is seen by
the United States as political blackmail and the use
of regional pressure cards to extract greater gains.

But behind this exchange of conditions lies
a deeper crisis: a chronic crisis of trust since
Washington’s withdrawal from the v.1o Iranian
nuclear agreement. Tehran no longer trusts any
long-term American commitment and fears
a repeat of the sudden withdrawal scenario.
Meanwhile. Washington doubts Iran’s intentions
and believes that Tehran uses negotiations as a tool
to buy time and strengthen its capabilities.

More dangerously. the negotiations are no
longer confined to their nuclear dimension;
they have become part of a broader struggle for
influence in the Middle East. Every advance or
setback in this path directly reflects on arenas of
tension. from southern Lebanon to the Arabian
Gulf. making any potential agreement hostage to
complex regional balances.

In light of this. the obstruction of negotiations
cannot be reduced to one party. Washington insists
onexpandingthe . (ceiling) of its demands. while
Tehran practices a strategy of patience and skillful
maneuvering. Both use time as a weapon. and both
wait for the other to make the first concession.

Negotiations between the United States and
Iran are not stalled by a direct decision from
one side. but are stuck in a gray zone between
stubbornness and conflicting interests. While
the region pays the price for this stagnation. the
question remains open: will political pragmatism
precede the moment of explosion. or is the region
heading toward a new round of escalation?

Between shadow and pressure: how does Israel
influence the course of negotiations between the
United States and Iran? Every time negotiations
between the two approach a decisive point. a third
factor emerges—one that does not officially sit at
the table. yet is present in every detail: Israel. This
indirect presence is no less influential than the
negotiating parties themselves; in some cases. it
may even be the deciding factor in obstructing
an agreement or pushing it toward more hardline
paths.

Since the signing of the v:1e Iranian nuclear
agreement. Israel has clearly expressed its rejection
of any deal that does not lead to the complete
dismantling of Iran’s nuclear capabilities. For it. the
agreement was not a solution. but a postponement
of the crisis—and an opening to a more dangerous
future. Therefore. it has not stopped exerting
political and diplomatic pressure on the United
States to reshape the terms of negotiation in line
with its security vision.

But Israeli influence is not limited to statements
or official channels. There is what can be described
as a “shadow strategy.” whereby Israel works to
weaken the chances of an agreement by keeping
tensions alive—whether through media escalation
or indirect messages that any “weak” deal will not
pass without a response. This kind of pressure
places U.S. decision-makers before a difficult
equation: either an agreement that may anger a
strategic ally. or the continuation of an open-
ended crisis.

In contrast. Iran is well aware of this role and
treats it as part of the negotiating landscape. It
believes that American hardline positions at
certain stages stem not only from Washington’s
calculations. but also from direct and indirect
influences coming from Israel. Therefore. Tehran
tries to raise the i (ceiling) of its demands and
prolong the negotiations. hoping to shift the
balance of power or ease this pressure.

complex equation. It does not want an
agreement that allows Iran to catch its economic
breath and strengthen its influence in Lebanon and
Syria. yet at the same time it does not want a total
breakdown that leads to a nuclear race or an open
military confrontation. Thus. it can be said that its
true position is not a rejection of any agreement
outright. but a rejection of an “insufficient
agreement.”
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