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News

Iraq official says drone crashed near
US ﬂlplomals at Baglma(l alrport

BAGHDAD

A senior Iraqgi security official told
AFP that a drone crashed near a group
of US diplomats inside the grounds of
Baghdad’sairport earlier this week as they
were escorting an American journalist
freed after a recent kidnapping.
Theaccountshed light on a statement
issued Thursday by the US State
Department saying it had summoned
Iraq’s ambassador to Washington
to express “strong condemnation”
of attacks by pro-Iran groups on
US interests: “including the April
8 ambush of US diplomats in
Baghdad.”
Since the war in the Middle East broke
out on February 28: the US embassy in
Baghdad and a logistical and diplomatic
center inside the city’s airport have
been repeatedly targeted by rockets and
drones: with most intercepted.
Pro-Iranian armed groups in Iraq have

claimed daily attacks on “enemy bases”
in the country and the wider region:
but had said on Wednesday they were
suspending their actions after the
announcement of a temporary ceasefire
between the US and Iran.

Hours later. however, the US embassy
reported renewed drone attacks near its
facility at the airport.

According to the Iraqi officiale “the
diplomatic support center was targeted
on Wednesday by three drones.”

“One of them fell at least 50 meters from
a diplomatic team accompanying the
American journalist Shelly Kittleson.”
they added.

Kittleson had been released by the
powerful pro-Iranian group Kataeb
Hezbollah on Tuesday: a week after she
was kidnapped in Baghdad.

The attack delayed her departure from
Iraq: though she was able to leave a few
hours later: the source said.

France’s Macron says discussed Iran
ceasefire, Ukraine with Turkiye’s Erdogan

PARIS

French President Emmanuel Macron
said on Saturday thathe had discussed the
Iran ceasefire talks and the situation in
Ukraine with Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan.

“We initially discussed the situation
in the Middle East. and called for all
parties to respect the ceasefire and to
make sure this applies to Lebanon. and
for all parties to respect the freedom of
navigation in the Straits of Hormuz.
and we highlighted the importance of
getting a strong and lasting diplomatic
solution.” wrote Macron on X.

US has not agreed to unireeze Iranian
\_ assets, White House official says

DUBALI

A US official on Saturday denied reports
that Washington has agreed to unfreeze
Iranian assets.

Reuters reported earlier in the day that the
US had agreed to release Iranian frozen
assets held in Qatar and other foreign
banks. citing a senior Iranian source. A
senior Iranian source said on Saturday
the US had agreed to release Iranian
frozen assets held in Qatar and other
foreign banks. welcoming the move as a
sign of “seriousness” in reaching a deal
with Washington in talks in Islamabad.
The source. who declined to be named
due to the sensitivity of the matter. told
Reuters that unfreezing the assets was
“directly linked to ensuring safe passage
through the Strait of Hormuz.” which is
expected to be a key issue in the talks.
The senior source did not give a value for
the assets that Washington had agreed
to unfreeze. A second Iranian source
said the United States had agreed to
release $6 billion of frozen Iranian funds
held by Qatar.There was no immediate
statement from the United States about
any unfreezing of assets. Qatar’s Foreign
Ministry did not immediately respond to
a request for comment.

Funds originally frozen eight years ago
The $6 billion. originally frozen in 2018.

had been due for release in 2023 as part of
a US-Iranian prisoner swap but the funds
were again frozen by the administration
of President Joe Biden following the Oct.
7.2023 attacks on Israel by Iran’s ally. the
Palestinian militant group Hamas.

US officials said at the time that Iran
would not be able to access the money
for the foreseeable future. stressing
that Washington retained the right to
completely freeze the account.

The funds stem from Iranian oil sales
to South Korea and had been blocked
in South Korean banks after President
Donald Trump reimposed sanctions
on Iran in 2018 — during his first term
in the White House — and scrapped a
deal between world powers and Tehran
over its nuclear program. Under the
September 2023 US-Iran prisoner swap
mediated by Doha. the money was
transferred to Qatari bank accounts. The
prisoner swap involved the release of five
US citizens detained in Iran in exchange
for the funds’ release and the release of
five Iranians held in the United States.US
officials said at that time that the money
was restricted to humanitarian use only.
to be disbursed to approved vendors for
food. medicine. medical equipment and
agricultural goods shipped into Iran
under US Treasury oversight.
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Trump says U forces
dl€ Clﬂﬂl‘lllg’ Mrait ol Hormuz

WASHINGTON

US President Donald
Trump on Saturday
posted on social media
that the United States
military  has  started
to clear the Strait of
Hormuz: and that all of
Iran’s minelaying ships
have been sunk.

“We’re now starting the
process of clearing out
the Strait of Hormuz.”
Trump wrote in a social
media post. adding that
“all 28” of Iran’s “mine
dropper boats are also
lying at the bottom of the
sea.”

Trump has repeatedly
said that American forces
have destroyed Iran’s
navy and air force while

crippling its  ballistic
missile  and nuclear
programs.

But fear of Iranian

attacks on shipping over
the past several weeks
has effectively closed

the Strait of Hormuz
a critical conduit for
global oil supplies.
Throttling the strait has
disrupted global energy
markets.

US gasoline prices have
spiked even  though
most of the oil that flows
through the waterway
does not go to the United
States.

Representatives from the
US and Iran began talks
hosted by Pakistan in
Islamabad on Saturday
amid a fragile ceasefire in
the conflict.

[ran, Lebanon bore brunt of missiles
and drones launched during war

PARIS

Some three-quarters of
the airstrikes during the
Middle East war targeted
sites in Iran or Lebanon.
according to an AFP
analysis of data from
ACLED. a non-profit that
tracks political violence
worldwide.

At least 7.700 strikes
or series of strikes by
missiles. drones. rockets
or bombs. were recorded
by the US-based conflict
research group between
the start of the war on
February 28 up to April
8. when a fragile ceasefire
concluded between
Tehran and Washington
came into effect.

ACLED collected and
vetted its data from
sources that it considers
reliable. such as news
reports. social networks.
institutions. and other
NGOs.

This count.  which
includes attacks that were
intercepted. cannot be
considered an exhaustive
list from the conflict.

Iran

Approximately four out
of 10 recorded attacks

targeted Iran. mostly
attributed to the Israeli
military. According to
AFP’s analysis. in only a
third of the cases could
the target be identified as
military or linked to the
Islamic ~ Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC).
the regime’s ideological
army.

A third of the attacks had
no identified target. April
6 and 7 — the two days
preceding the ceasefire —
saw the highest number
of strikes.

Lebanon

Lebanon. where Israel
has been conducting a
campaign triggered by the
pro-Iranian movement
Hezbollah on March 2
launching an offensive.
accounted for a third of
the attacks. according to
ACLED data as of April 3.
The vast majority were
carried out by Israeli
forces. while nearly 10
percent were Hezbollah
attacks against Israeli
positions in the south of
Lebanon.

Israel asserts the two-
week ceasefire agreed
between the United States

and Iran does not apply
to Lebanon and it has
continued to bombard
the country.

Israel

One in seven attacks
targeted Israel. most of
which were intercepted.
The attacks were in
almost equal proportions
from Iran and Hezbollah.

Other countries

The main  countries
targeted by Iran were
Gulf states. primarily the
United Arab Emirates.
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia.
and Bahrain. In Iraq. 40
percent of the attacks
were against Kurdish
groups and 20 percent
against US interests.

Qatar and Oman were

targeted to a lesser extent.

In Syria.  ACLED
recorded approximately
one hundred incidents.
but these were mainly
the result of Iranian
missiles and drones being
intercepted by Israel.
Several dozen similar

incidents were recorded
in the West Bank and
Jordan. In Turkiye. four
missile launches were
intercepted by NATO
to protect its Incirlik air
base. where US troops
are stationed.

Most common

targets

Israel targeted 15 bridges
or their approaches in
Lebanon and around 20 in
Iran. Attacks against energy
infrastructure in Iran were
most intense during the
second and third weeks
of the conflict. as well as
during the week of the
ceasefire announcement.
Iran’s key petrochemical
complex at Assalouyeh.
already targeted in mid-
March. was struck again on
April 6 by Israel. Numerous
Iranian fuel depots were
also hit. ACLED reported
four strikes near Iran’s
only nuclear power plant.
in Bushehr. Among the
Gulf oil  monarchies.
Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates
were the countries whose
oil infrastructure  was
most frequently attacked.
followed by Kuwait.
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Princess Basma bint All addresses workshop
on research to promote sustainability

Amman

HRH Princess Basma bint Ali
founder of the Royal Botanic
Garden of Jordan( joined a
specialized workshop organized
by the Jordan Society for Scientific
Research: Entrepreneurship:
and Creativity (JSSREC): in
cooperation with the Garden:
titled: "Scientific Research to
Promote Sustainability."
Addressing the opening session:
Her Highness emphasized the
key role of the Royal Botanic
Garden as a national center for
environmental  research  and
awareness; stressing the need to
utilize scientific research to serve
sustainability and preserve natural
resources.

Scientific research: she said: is the
cornerstone of any real progress:
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and that neither future planning
nor development can be achieved

without relying on sound scientific
foundations.

She reviewed key projects at the
Royal Botanic Garden to preserve
the Kingdom's vegetation cover:
empower the local community
with environmental concepts; and
raise awareness of the importance
of environmental protection and

process.

Among the projects: she said
are the establishment of a seed
bank dedicated to preserving
plant genetic diversity and storing
seeds for extended periods. the
development of a comprehensive
plant database that has become an
important resource for researchers
and study authors: and the creation
of an educational garden.

Her Highness stressed that

environmental protection requires
a collaborative effort among
various entities and institutions to
achieve a sustainable and tangible
impact.

For his part. JSSREC President
Reda al Khawaldeh stressed
the importance of enhancing
scientific research in support
of sustainability initiatives and
addressing environmental and
economic challenges through

the development of innovative
solutions that contribute
to achieving sustainable
development.

He said holding the workshop
in cooperation with the Royal
Botanic Garden reflects the
importance of  integrating
national and institutional efforts
to support research and promote
sustainability ~ concepts across
various sectors.

its involvement in the sustainable
\@nmental development

in 1st 10 days of April-AKEED

29 (ncendiary) rumors
attacked Jordan

Amman

Jordan continues to face a "fierce" campaign of
false. misleading: andinaccuratecontent. which
is countered by disseminating information
from the Kingdom's reliable sources and raising
awareness through media literacy under a
"clear" strategy for this purpose.

Despite cessation of the US-Israeli-Iranian
conflict: external rumors have continued: with
an increased number of incendiary rumors
originating from global and fake accounts.
Jordanian  Media  Credibility = Monitor
(AKEED) indicates that the first 10 days of
April saw 29 incendiary rumors targeting
Jordan and its positions: out of a total of 71
fake items. The average Jordanian citizen's
exposure to rumors has risen to 7 rumors per
day: compared to 5 in March.

In a statement to "Petra," the monitor said the
rumors report for April shows a "heavy" spread
of inflammatory rumors; mainly content
posted by foreign media outlets and accounts
for subscribers on 7 social media platforms.
AKEED noted the culprits seek to spread false:
ungrounded and misleading information:
which was thwarted by several Jordanian
reliable official and independent sources.

for political leadership

Electoral commission holds
workshop on women empowerment

Amman

The Independent Election Commission (IEC)
held a workshop on women empowerment for
Political Leadership and participation which
brought together female party leaders. The
workshop: organized in cooperation with the
Konrad Adenauer Foundation, is the first phase
of a program targeting women leaders from
political parties in the northern and central
regions of the Kingdom. The three-day workshop
aims to enhance political parties' capacities and
empower women to play effective leadership
roles in political life. the IEC said in a statement.
The training program. led by international expert
Mohsen Al-Marzouq: covers a range of advanced
topics: including political narrative: transforming
personal experiences into tools for influence and
mobilizationi media training: public speaking
skillsc and building politicaland personal identity.
The workshop also addressed such themes as
managing digital reputation: enhancing public
presence: the importance of appearance. body
language: and nonverbal communication in the
political context: and strategies for expanding
influence through networking.

Jordan’s «Sanad» App
Reaches 2.5 Million Users

Amman

Data released on Friday by the
Ministry of Digital Economy
and Entrepreneurship shows
that the Sanad application
continues to achieve notable
growth in user adoption. with
total users reaching 2.5 million.
According to the ministry:
42 percent of citizens aged 16
and above who hold a national
ID card have activated their
digital ~ identity = through
the app an indicator of the
increasing reliance on digital
government services across
the Kingdom.

The data also revealed that more
than 400,000 new users joined
the platform during the first
quarter of this year: reflecting
sustained momentum in digital
transformation efforts.

The "Sanad" app is available
for download via major app
stores: including the App Store:
Google Play. and AppGallery:
providing users with access to
a wide range of government
services through a unified
digital platform.

The latest updates to Sanad
application include an
expansion of digital services
and the introduction of
qualitative features aimed at
enhancing user experience.
Seasonal digital services were
also introduced during the holy
month of Ramadan: including
the option to pay Zakat al-Fitr
via the app: which witnessed
notable user engagement.
Newly added services also
include the ability to purchase
distinctive vehicle license plate
numbers: pay traffic fines and
settle municipal property taxes
(Musgqafat) for both Jordanians
and non-Jordanians.

Today. the Sanad app offers
a wide range of government
digital servicesi most notable
issuing and renewing passports:
issuing and renewing family
books: obtaining civil status
digital certificates, certificates
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of non-conviction: issuing and
postponing military service
documents; issuing  school
certificates: replacing lost or
damaged vehicle licenses; and
obtaining certificates of good
conduct.

The app also enables users to
file tax returns( inquire about
and pay traffic fines: access
Social ~Security ~Corporation
services: and inquire about and
pay property and land taxes
(Musqafat). Additionally. it
provides access to citizens’
digital documents.

In a move to improve
accessibility: vehicle licenses for
residents and non-Jordanians
are now directly available on the
app’s homepage: making them
easier to access. Integrated
services related to vehicles and

traffic violations have also been
introduced.

On the digital empowerment
frontc the app now allows
users to change their phone
numbers and reset passwords
through electronic verification:
eliminating the need to visit
any government entity and
enhancing both usability and
security.

The ministry said these updates
are part of its ongoing efforts
to strengthen the digital
government services system
and broaden the benefits of the
“Sanad” application in line with
the Economic Modernization
Vision. It added that the
initiatives aim to improve the
quality of public services while
saving time and effort for both
citizens and residents.

News

in its 15t week

(Urdun Jannahy domestic tourism
programme attracts 5,400 participants

Amman

"Urdun Jannah" (Our Jordan is paradise).
a domestic tourism programme: achieved
"positive” indicators during its first week:
reflecting the sector's dynamism and its
comprehensive approach to all components of
the tourism industry.

The programme attracted 5.400 participants
distributed across 168 trips and bus tours with
the participation of 168 tour guides 43 travel
agencies. 20 restaurants. and 30 hotels and
tourist camps.

According to a statement issued by the Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities on Saturday:
the new destinations witnessed "remarkable"
interest.

Iraq al-Amir site attracted 881 participants:
visitors to Umm ar-Rasas stood at 400, Petra
(within the overnight programs) at 950, Wadi
Rum at 400 and Aqaba at 371.

An additional 100 people booked directly
through private car rentals.

The remaining participants were distributed
among various tourist destinations in different
governorates, particularly Ajloun: Umm Qais:
Tabagqat Fahli the Baptism Site:

Jerash and Rahab district.

The statement said this expansion reflects
"diversity of Jordan's tourism product and
its ability to attract various segments of the
population.”

The ministry added that the programme is part
of government measures aimed at revitalizing
the tourism sector and promoting domestic
tourism¢ which would support and empower
local communities and stimulate their
economic activities.

The Cabinet: in its session last week: decided
to extend exemption from entrance fees
to Jordan's archaeological sites under the
programme: as well as continuing to cover the
costs of trips until December 31.

The ministry noted the programme emphasizes
a "comprehensive" approach to revitalizing the
tourism sector by engaging all its components:
including travel and tourism agencies: the
tourist transport sector:. restaurants. hotels
camps. tour guides; and various tourism
experiences.

On its impactc this process contributes
to expanding the economic impact and
enhancing local development in Jordan's
various regions.

Reflecting Stable Tourism Activity

Aqaba Records 69% Hotel
Occupancy Over Weekend,

Aqaba

Aqaba recorded a hotel occupancy rate of
around 69% during the weekend: indicating
continued stability in tourism activity and
a steady inflow of visitors: according to
officials.

The Commissioner for Tourism and Youth
Affairs at the Aqaba Special Economic Zone
Authority: Thabet Al-Nabulsi: told the Jordan
News Agency (Petra) that five-star hotels
achieved a 75% occupancy rate. while four-
star hotels recorded 63%. and three-star hotels
reached 68%. He noted that these figures
reflect a balanced distribution of bookings
across different accommodation categories.
Al-Nabulsi said these indicators highlight
the resilience of Agqaba’s tourism sector
and its ability to attract visitors from both
within Jordan and abroad: reinforcing the
city’s position as a leading year-round tourist
destination.

Al-Nabulsi  reaffirmed the authority’s
continued support for initiatives and
promotional programs aimed at boosting
domestic tourism and encouraging Jordanian
families to visit Aqaba and enjoy its varied
tourism experiences: stressing that current
indicators reflect a positive and stable outlook
for the sector.

Army ioils drug sSmuggling
altempts using drones

Amman

In cooperation with the military security
services and the Anti-Narcotics Department:
the Southern Military Zone thwarted an effort
to smuggle a significant amount of drugs using
three drones on its western border early this
morniny.
After the drones were detected by the border
guard forces and shot down inside Jordanian
territory. the rules of engagement were put
into effect: and the items confiscated were
given to the appropriate authorities.
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