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News

UK cyclists to ride irom
MakKkah to Madinah to
fundraise for children in Africa

ONDON: A cycling team from London
will undertake a journey of 550 km from
Makkah to Madinah in Saudi Arabia later this
month to raise funds for children in Africa with
congenital heart defects.
The H&K Cycle Club will take on the challenge
through the Hejaz region for the fifth successive
year, aiming to raise £1 million (SR5 million)
after raising over £750.000 for lifesaving
surgeries last year.
Shamsul Abdin: the head of the H&K Cycle
Club: said: “Every kilometer we ride is fueled
by the strength of the children we ride for.
Their courage inspires us to push through the
most punishing moments.”
Abdin was awarded the MBE (Member of the
Order of the British Empire) in December for
his contribution to charitable fundraising.
He added: “This fifth anniversary ride is more
than a milestone: it’s a celebration of hope:
perseverance: and the lives we’ve been able to
save together.”
The cyclists expect to face scorching heat
brutal headwinds. dangerous highways and
physical exhaustion. For many riders: this will
be their fifth ride in Hejaz: Abdin said.
Funds raised will support Muntada Aid’s Little
Hearts projectc which provides free: lifesaving
surgeries for children across Africa. The
project has helped nearly 3,500 children in 15
countries since its inception in 2012.
Kabir Miah: programs manager at Muntada
Aid: said: “Every pound raised gives a child the
chance to live a long and healthy life.”
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Indonesia threatens (o ban Musk’s Grok Al
over degrading Images ol children and women

AKARTA: Indonesia’s

Communications Ministry
threatened on Wednesday to ban
Elon Musk’s X and its artificial
intelligence chatbot Grok after
degrading pictures of women
and children generated without
consent surged on the social media
platform.
Grok has been complying
with requests from X users to
modify images of real women
and children stripped to their
underwear: creating a viral trend
that has sparked concerns across
the globe.
A preliminary investigation found
that Grok “does not yet have
explicit and adequate regulations
to prevent the production and
distribution ~ of  pornographic
content based on real photos” of
Indonesian citizens,” Indonesia’s
Ministry of Communications and
Digital Affairs said in a statement.
Indonesia has strict laws against
the production and distribution of
pornography: with the government
regularly instructing internet service
providers to block access to websites
containing such content.
“The obligation to comply with
Indonesian laws and regulations
applies to all digital platforms
operating in Indonesia;” the
ministry said.
“Should there be non-compliance
or lack of cooperation: the Ministry
of Communications and Digital
Affairs may impose administrative
sanctions: including termination of
access to Grok’s Al services and the
X platform.”

Indonesia has joined a growing
list of countries which includes
Malaysia; India and France: that
are calling for investigations and
threatening action against Grok.
Concerns grew after a December
update to the chatbot made it easier
for users to post photographs of
people and ask for their clothing to
be removed.

In a report published on
Tuesday. European  non-profit
organization Al Forensics said
Grok is “systematically ‘undressing’
women.”
Its analysis

of 20,000 images

drop over

Migrant entries into Spain
40 percent In 2025

ADRID: Migrant

arrivals to  Spain
fell by over 40 percent in
2025 largely due to a sharp
drop in arrivals along the
perilous Atlantic route to
the Canary Islands: official
figures showed Friday.
Spain is one of the main
entry points for people
seeking a better life in
Europe: and the country
has faced pressure from
European Union partners
to curb irregular migration.
The interior ministry said
36:775 migrants entered

Spain irregularly last year:
the vast majority by sea
declining by 42.6 percent
from 64,019 in 2024.

generated by Grok between Dec.
25 and Jan.1 found that 53 percent
of them contained individuals in
minimal attire; with 81 percent
of them being women: while two
percent of the images depicted
persons appearing to be 18 years old
or younger.

Indonesia’s Communications
Ministry said Al service providers
and users are also subject to
administrative or criminal
sanctions under Indonesian law if
they are proven to have produced or
distributed pornographic content or
modified personal images without

permission.

“Every digital platform must
ensure that the technology they
provide does not become a
medium for privacy violation:
sexual exploitation or the
degradation of aperson’s dignity.”
said Alexander Sabar. director-
general of digital space at the
ministry.

“We urge all parties to use artificial
intelligence technology responsibly.
The digital space is not a lawless
space; every citizen’s privacy
and right to their image must be
respected and protected.”

Arrivals to the Canary
Islands dropped 62
percent to 17,788 in
2025 while arrivals in
the Balearic Islands in the
Mediterranean — mainly
from Algeria — rose 24.5
percent to 7.321.

Despite the overall decline:
migrant deaths remained
high.

Spanish NGO Caminando
Fronteras said Monday
that over 3,000 people died
while trying to reach Spain
in 2025/ including 437
minors.

The group compiles its
figures  from  families
of migrants and official
statistics of those rescued.
The drop in arrivals to the
Canaries follows improved
relations between Spain

and Morocco: where many
of the boats headed for the
archipelago originate: since
Madrid in 2022 backed
Rabat’s autonomy plan
for the disputed Western
Sahara territory.
Both  countries
increased maritime
surveillance.  intelligence
sharing and crackdowns
on smuggling networks:
with Morocco intensifying
coastal patrols.

Spanish Interior Minister
Fernando Grande-Marlaska
has called for “prevention
at the source” to reduce
irregular migration.

He has credited Spain’s
cooperation with
Mauritania other

have

and

African countries for the
decline in arrivals to the
Canaries.

“We can only reduce
irregular migration
by establishing
comprehensive alliances
based on trust and
mutual benefit:” he said
at a November meeting in
Malta with EU interior and
migration officials.

EU border agency Frontex
has also cited stricter
preventive measures in
departure countries:
particularly ~ Mauritaniax
as a key factor in the drop
in migrant arrivals in the
Canaries.

In 2024, Mauritania signed
a pact with the EU aimed

at  curbing  dangerous
maritime  crossings  in
exchange for 210 million
euros ($246 million) in
funding.

Human rights  groups:
however. argue that such
agreements can encourage
abuse.

Human Rights Watch
accused Mauritanian
authorities in an August
report of systematic abuses
of migrants: including rape:
torture and extortion at the
hands of border personnel.
It said the violations
worsened after Mauritania
signed the migration pact
with the EU.

Mauritania has rejected the
accusations.

venezuela under Maduro
shipped gold worth $5.2
billion to Swilzerland

URICH: Venezuela

transported gold worth
almost 4.14 billion Swiss francs
($5.20 billion) to Switzerland
during the early years of the
leadership of ousted President
Nicolas Maduro. customs data
shows.

The South American country
sent 113 metric tons of the
precious metal to Switzerland
from 2013 — when Maduro
took office — to 2016. according
to data reviewed by Reuters.
The gold originated from
Venezuela’s central bank. Swiss
broadcaster SRF said. at a time

when the government was
selling down gold to support its
economy.

There were no gold exports
from Venezuela to Switzerland
from 2017. when EU sanctions
were imposed. to 2025. customs
data showed.

Maduro was seized by US
special forces in a raid in
Caracas on January 3. and faces
charges in a New York court
including drug trafficking and
narco-terrorism.

On Monday. Switzerland
ordered the freezing of assets
held in the country by Maduro.
and 36 associates. but did
not give any information on
possible value or source of such
funds.

It is unknown if there is any
link between any such assets and
gold transferred from the central
bank.

The gold. from Venezuela’s
reserves. was likely transferred
to Switzerland for processing.
certification =~ and  onward
transport. SRF reported.

Switzerland is one of the

world’s  biggest centers for
gold refining. with the country
hosting five large refineries.

The central bank of Venezuela
has sold down its gold reserves to
support the country’s economy
and raise hard currency in the
face of US sanctions.

“There was big distress selling
by the Venezuelan central bank
from 2012 to 2016. A lot of this
will have come to Switzerland.”
said Rhona O’Connell. a markets
analyst at StoneX.

“Thereafter it could have
stayed with counterparties in the
financial sector. or sold as small
bars to Asia. or anywhere in the
world.”

The gold exports to
Switzerland fell to zero in 2017
when the European Union
sanctioned various Venezuelan
individuals accused of
human rights violations or
undermining democracy.
Switzerland adopted the EU
sanctions in early 2018.

The sanctions did not contain
a general Swiss embargo on gold
imports from Venezuela.

“There was probably a major
drop-off in exports after because
the Venezuelan central bank
simply ran out of gold.” said
StoneX’s O’Connell. ($1 = 0.7924
Swiss francs)
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US tries to seize Russian-ilagged
tanker linked to Venezuela

ASHINGTON: The US was

trying to seize a Russian-
flagged. Venezuela-linked tanker
on Wednesday as part of President
Donald Trump’s aggressive push
to dictate oil flows in America’s
backyard and force Caracas’ socialist
government to become its ally.
Having deposed Venezuelan leader
Nicolas Maduro. Washington is
blockading sanctioned vessels in and
out of waters off the South American
OPEC member. The US Coast Guard
and military were trying to take a
tanker that refused to be boarded
last month and was sailing under a
Russian flag. two officials said.
With a Russian submarine and vessels
nearby after a two-week pursuit in
the Atlantic. the move risked more
confrontation with Moscow which
has condemned US actions over
Venezuela and is already at odds with
the West due to the Ukraine war.
Russian state broadcaster RT showed
an image of a helicopter hovering
near the Marinera and said it looked
like US forces were trying to board
the US-sanctioned tanker. which is
empty.
The US Coast Guard also intercepted
another  fully-loaded Venezuela-
linked tanker near the northeast coast
of South America. the officials said. in
the fourth such case of recent weeks.

China condemns

US bullying

Trump’s administration was also
pressing a deal with Venezuela to
divert supplies from Beijing and
import up to $2 billion worth of crude.
He has openly spoken of controlling
Venezuela’s vast oil reserves. in
conjunction with US oil companies.
after the removal of Maduro whom he
has cast as a drug-trafficking dictator
in league with Washington’s foes.

Maduro’s Socialist Party allies remain

in power in Venezuela. where interim
President Delcy Rodriguez is treading
a fine line between denouncing
his “kidnapping” and kick-starting
cooperation with the US under explicit
threats from Trump.

He said the US would refine and sell
up to 50 million barrels of crude stuck
in Venezuela under a US blockade as a
first step in his plan to revive a sector
long in decline despite sitting on the
largest reserves in the world.

“This Oil will be sold at its Market Price.
and that money will be controlled by
me. as President of the United States
of America. to ensure it is used to
benefit the opeople of Venezuela and
the United States:” Trump posted on
Tuesday.

Sources at state oil company PDVSA

told Reuters negotiations for an
export deal had progressed. though
Venezuela’s government made no
official announcement.

Crude prices fell oil prices fell around
1.0 percent on world markets due to
anticipated increased supplies.

The deal could initially require cargoes
bound for Venezuela’s top buyer
China to be rerouted as Caracas seeks
to unload millions of barrels stranded
in tankers and storage.

“The United States’ brazen use of force
against Venezuela and its demand
for ‘America First when Venezuela
disposes of its own oil resources
are typical acts of bullying.” Chinese
foreign ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning told a press conference.

China. Russia and leftist allies of
Venezuela have all denounced the

US raid to capture Maduro. which
was  Washington’s  biggest such
intervention in Latin America since
the 1989 invasion of Panama to topple
Manuel Noriega.

Washington’s allies are also deeply
uneasy at the extraordinary precedent
of seizing a foreign head of state.
with Trump making a slew of threats
of more action — from Mexico to
Greenland — to further US interests.
Maduro capture deaths

Some details are still sketchy on just
how US Special Forces swooped into
Caracas by helicopter under darkness
on Saturday. smashing Maduro’s
security cordon and seizing him at the
door of a safe room. with no loss of
US lives.

Venezuela has not confirmed its
total losses. though the army posted

a list of 23 of its dead and ally Cuba
said 32 members of its military and
intelligence services died.

Maduro. 63. who had ruled
Venezuela since the 2013 death
of his predecessor and mentor
Hugo Chavez. pleaded not guilty
on Monday to narcotics charges
in a Manhattan court where he
was shackled at the ankles and
wore orange and beige prison
garb.

Trump appears to be calculating that
it is better for stability in Venezuela
to work with Maduro’s senior allies
for now. He is stressing revival of the
oil sector with the help of US firms
as the priority. not the freeing of
political prisoners or a new vote for a
democratic transition.

Venezuelan opposition

Venezuela’s main anti-Maduro figure
Maria Corina Machado. who left in
disguise to pick up the Nobel Peace
Prize in October. wants to return
home where she says the opposition
would easily win a free vote.

But she is also taking care not to
antagonize Trump. saying she
would like to personally give him
the Nobel prize which he had
coveted and which she dedicated to
him at the time. She backs Trump’s
desire to make Venezuela a major
ally and the energy hub of the
Americas.

While working with Rodriguez and
other top Venezuelan officials. the US
has warned they must cooperate or
risk sharing Maduro’s fate.

Hard-line Interior Minister Diosdado
Cabello. who controls security forces
accused of widespread rights abuses. is
under particular scrutiny. sources told
Reuters.

Rodriguez herself is under US
sanctions. with her foreign financial
assets  identified as  potential
leverage. one source briefed on US
administration thinking said.

Spokesperson Ior the Coalition to Restore Legitimacy In Yemen:
Aidrous Al-Zubaidi has fled; STC say he remains In Aden

IYADH: Official

Spokesperson of
the Coalition to Restore
Legitimacy in Yemen Major
General Turki Al-Malki stated
that the head of the Southern
Transitional Council (STC)
Aidrous Al-Zubaidi has fled to
an unknown location.

Major  General  Al-Malki
announced that on Jan.
4. 2026. the Joint Forces

Command of the Coalition
informed Al-Zubaidi that he
must travel to Saudi Arabia
within 48 hours to meet with
President of the Presidential
Leadership Council (PLC) of
the Republic of Yemen Rashad
Mohammed Al-Alimi. and the
Coalition Forces Command to
address the reasons behind the
escalation and attacks by forces
affiliated with the STC on the
governorates of Hadhramaut
and Al-Mahra.

On Jan. 5. the Presidency
of the STC reiterated its
appreciation for the efforts led
by Saudi Arabia in preparing
for a comprehensive Southern
conference to discuss ways to
resolve the Southern issue. and
affirmed its active participation
in ensuring the conference’s
success.

Consequently. Al-Zubaidi
informed the Kingdom of his
intention to attend on Jan. 6.

and the delegation proceeded
to the airport.

However. the departure of
Yemenia Airways flight IYE
532. scheduled for 10.10 p.m.
and carrying the delegation.
was delayed for more than
three hours. The legitimate
government and the coalition
received intelligence indicating
that Al-Zubaidi had moved

a large force—including
armored  vehicles. combat
vehicles. heavy and light

weapons. and ammunition—
from the Jabal Hadid and
Al-Solban camps towards Al-
Dhale’ around midnight.
Subsequently. the
aforementioned flight was
allowed to depart. carrying a
large number of STC leaders
but excluding the council's
head Aidrous Al-Zubaidi. who
fled to an unknown location.
He left the members and leaders
of the STC without any details
regarding his whereabouts. This
occurred after he distributed
weapons and ammunition
to dozens of elements inside
Aden. led by Mumin Al-
Saqqaf and Mukhtar Al-Nubi.
with the aim of creating unrest
in Aden in the coming hours.

This prompted the National
Shield Forces and the coalition
to request Vice President of

the Presidential Leadership
Council Abdul Rahman Al-
Mahrami (Abu Zaraa) to

impose security. prevent any
clashes within Aden. spare its
residents any disturbances.
protect lives and property. and
cooperate with the National
Shield Forces.

The coalition forces monitored
the movement of the
aforementioned military units
as they emerged from the
camps and took up positions in
a building near Al-Zand camp
in Al-Dhale Governorate.
At 4 a.m.. coalition forces. in

coordination with legitimate
government forces and the

National ~ Shield  Forces.
launched limited preemptive
strikes to disrupt these forces
and  thwart  Al-Zubaidi's
attempts to escalate the conflict
and extend it into Al-Dhale.

The Joint Forces Command
of the Coalition to Restore
Legitimacy in Yemen affirms
that it is working with the
Yemeni government and the
local authority in Aden to
support and maintain security
efforts and confront any
military forces targeting cities

and civilians. The command
urges all residents to stay away
from camps in Aden and Al-
Dhale'. avoid any gatherings of
military vehicles for their own
safety. and provideinformation
to security agencies regarding

any  suspicious  military
movements.
PLC Dismisses Zubaidi

The PLC dismissed Zubaidi on
Wednesday from the Council
and referred him to the Public
Prosecutor on charges of high
treason.

The Council accused Zubaidi of
actions aimed at undermining
Yemen’s sovereignty and
independence. harming
its military. political. and
economic standing. forming
armed groups. and engaging

in armed confrontations
with government forces that
endangered  civilians. The

statement also cited attacks on
constitutional authorities and
violations of the constitution
and the law.

The decision followed an
emergency meeting of the PLC
that reviewed recent security
developments in the southern
governorates and what it
described as escalatory actions
and violations of the agreed
transitional framework by

some leaders.

In the same meeting. the
Council dismissed the ministers
of transport and planning.
Abdul Salam Hamid and Wa’ad
Badhib. referring them for
investigation. Italso ordered the
pursuit of individuals involved
in distributing weapons and
threatening civil peace.

The PLC affirmed that unity of
military and security command
is a non-negotiable principle
and  announced  urgent
measures to protect civilians
and public facilitiesin Adenand
other liberated governorates.
It also praised Saudi Arabia
and the Coalition to Support
Legitimacy for efforts to de-
escalate tensions and prevent
renewed internal conflict.

For its part. the STC said
that its leader Aidarous al-
Zubaidi remained in Aden. It
also accused Saudi Arabia of
launching airstrikes in Yemen’s
al-Dhale  governorate and
causing casualties.

“While a senior STC delegation
is in Saudi Arabia pursuing
negotiations. the President
remains in Aden to ensure
security and stability.” wrote
Amr al-Bidh. an STC official
focused on foreign affairs. “He
will not abandon his people.
and he will engage directly when
conditions allow.”
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