CNN suggests
‘false information’
could be behind
UAE-KSA tensions
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Trump administration's capture
of Maduro raises unease
ahout the international
legal framework
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Progress for Ukraine
talks in Paris uncertain
with US focus

shifting to Venezuela
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What 2026 holds

for Sudan as
conflict drags on
and famine deepens
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114 Killed in week of attacks in
Sudan’s Dariur: medical sources

ORT SUDAN: Attacks by Sudan’s

army and its paramilitary foes on two
towns in the western Darfur region over
the past week have killed 114 people.
medical sources told AFP Sunday.
Since April 2023. Sudan has been
gripped by a war between the army and
the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF). which in October seized the
army’s last holdout position in Darfur.
The RSF has since pushed west to the
Chadian border and east through the
vast Kordofan region. where a drone
strike on the North Kordofan capital of
El-Obeid on Sunday caused a blackout in
the key army-controlled city.
A medical source reported Sunday that
51 people were killed the day before in
drone strikes attributed to the army on
the North Darfur town of Al-Zuruq. 180
kilometers (112 miles) north of the RSF-
overrun state capital El-Fashir.
The strike hit a market and civilian areas.
the source said.
Al-Zuruq. under RSF control. is home
to family members of RSF commander
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo. the former
deputy of his now rival. army chief Abdel
Fattah Al-Burhan.
“Two of the Dagalo family were killed.
Moussa Saleh Dagalo and Awad Moussa
Saleh Dagalo.” an eyewitness to the burial
told AFP.
Both the RSF and the army are accused of
targeting civilian areas. in what the UN
has called a “war of atrocities.”
RSF fighters advancing westward toward
the border with Chad last week killed
another 63 people in and around the
town of Kernoi. a medical source in the
local hospital told AFP Sunday.
“Until Friday. 63 were killed and 57
injured... in attacks launched by the RSF
around Kernoi.” they said. speaking on
condition of anonymity for their safety.
Local sources told AFP that 17 people
were still missing.
The entire Darfur region is largely
inaccessible to reporters and is under a
years-long communications blackout.
forcing local volunteers and medics to
use satellite Internet to get news to the
world.
According to the United Nations. over
7.000 people were displaced in just two

days last month from Kernoi and the
nearby village of Um Baru.

Many are from the Zaghawa group.
which has been targeted by the RSF.
Members of the group have fought in
the current war alongside the army in a
coalition known as the Joint Forces.

‘Attacked by drones’

Since the war began. tens of thousands
have been killed and millions displaced.
Much of the worst fighting has been
in Darfur. reviving memories of mass
ethnic atrocities committed in the 2000s
by the Janjaweed. the RSF’s predecessor.
The war’s fiercest violence is currently
unfolding in Kordofan. Sudan’s vast oil-
rich southern region that links Darfur to
the capital Khartoum. which the army
recaptured last year.

Drone strikes on North Kordofan capital
El-Obeid caused a power outage. the
national electricity company said.
“El-Obeid power station ... was attacked
by drones. leading to a fire in the
machinery building. which led to a halt
in the electricity supply.” the company
said.

Following its victory in El-Fasher. the
RSF has sought to recapture Sudan’s
central corridor. tightening its siege with
its local allies around several army-held
cities.

Hundreds of thousands
starvation across the region.
Last year. the army broke a paramilitary
siege on El-Obeid. which the RSF has
sought to encircle since.

The Joint Forces said last week they
had retaken several towns south of El-
Obeid. which according to a military
source could “open up the road between
El-Obeid and Dilling” — one of South
Kordofan’s besieged cities.

Since mid-December. some 11.000
people have been displaced from North
and South Kordofan states. according to
the UN’s International Organization for
Migration. The war has forced more than
11 million people to flee internally and
across Sudan’s borders. many of them
seeking shelter in underdeveloped areas
with a lack of nutrition. medicine and
clean water.

face mass

Magnitude 6.2 earthquake
strikes Japan’s Chugoku region

OKYO: An earthquake with a

preliminary magnitude of 6.2 hit
the western Chugoku region of Japan
on Tuesday. the Japan Meteorological
Agency said. followed by a series of
sizeable aftershocks.
The epicenter of the first earthquake
was in eastern Shimane prefecture. the
agency said. adding that there was no
danger of a tsunami. Chugoku Electric
Power operates the Shimane Nuclear
Power Station. about 32 km (20 miles)
away.
Japan’s Nuclear Regulation Authority

said there were no irregularities at the
plant.

A spokesperson said the utility was
checking on any impact on the plant’s
No.2 unit. which has been operating
since December 2024 after being shut
down following the March 2011 disasters
in Fukushima.

Earthquakes are common in Japan. one
of the world’s most seismically active
areas. The earthquake had a seismic
intensity of upper-5 on Japan’s 17-
scale. strong enough to make movement
difficult without support.
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CNN suggests ‘faise iniormation’
could be behind UAE-KMA tensions

IYADH: Tensions

between Riyadh and
Abu Dhabi could have
been sparked by false
information provided to
the UAE about the Saudi
Crown Prince’s recent
visit to  Washington.
CNN has reported.
The American news
channels says it has
learned from its sources
that Saudi  Arabia
believes Abu  Dhabi
mobilized the separatist
Southern  Transitional
Council (STC)y forces.
which it  backs. in
provinces bordering the
kingdom after being
falsely —informed that
Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
had asked US President
Donald Trump during
a White House visit in
November to impose
sanctions on Abu Dhabi
overitsalleged support for
awarring party in Sudan’s
civil war.
CNN’s reporting also
suggests that Riyadh has
reached out to the UAE
to explain that it made no
such request.
Meanwhile. the American
channel says the UAE
official who spoke to
it on the condition of
anonymity didn’t directly
address the matter when
asked about the false
information claims.
During the November
visit. President Trump
did publicly announce
that he had instructed his
government to intervene
in a bid to resolve the
ongoing. bloody conflict
in Sudan. based on a

request from the Saudi
Crown

Prince. However. neither
the statements of the
president. the crown
prince. nor any reports
published by Saudi or US
media made any reference
to the UAE at the time.
On 30 December. Riyadh
launched airstrikes on
what it says was a UAE
military equipment
shipment to Yemen.
which was uncoordinated
with the Coalition.

The Kingdom also backed
the Yemeni government’s
call for UAE forces to
leave the country. which
Abu Dhabi has agreed
to honor. issuing a
statement that insinuates
it has done so of its own
will.

The UAE statement also
claimed an unwavering
commitment on the part
of Abu Dhabi to Saudi
Arabia’s security and
sovereignty. rejecting
any actions that could
threaten the Kingdom
or undermine regional
stability.

Meanwhile. CNN  said
it also understands that
further Saudi strikes
targeting the STC remain
on the table should the
separatists not withdraw.
After the UAE pulled its
troops from Yemen last
week. the STC moved
toward secession. but
under intense military
pressure from Riyadh
and its local allies. it lost
territory. and it now
claims it is happy to enter
a dialogue with other
Yemeni parties.

The Kingdom. for its part.
has reaffirmed numerous
times its belief that the
Southern cause is a just
one and has called for it
to be discussed among
the various parties at the
negotiation table and
away from the battlefield.
Saudi Arabia has called
for a dialogue to occur
in Riyadh to discuss the
Southern separation
issue. and its call has
been welcomed by the
Yemeni government.
various Yemeni factions
— including the STC
itself. asmentioned — and
the majority of Arab and
Muslim countries.

A problematic figure in
the equation is Aidarous
Al-Zubaidi. President of
the STC. who is believed
to have dual citizenship.
and many Yemenis
on social media have
been posting images of
his UAE passport and
renouncing him as unfit
for governing. claiming
he servesaforeignagenda.
Others also posted videos
of him making statements
that he would be happy to
establish ties with Israel.
should Southern Yemen
gain its independence.
Most recently as well. a
post by Yemen’s Media
Minister Moammar
Eryani has accused the
STC of allowing the theft
and spread of weapons in
Eastern provinces.

Eryani added that the
STC has been deliberately
causing chaos and “using
Al Qaeda as a scarecrow
to achieve its own political
gains at the expense of

Yemeni people”. CNN
also says it has learned
that

Saudi concerns extend
beyond UAE involvement
in Yemen and Sudan.
Riyadh. according to the
report. is also wary of
the UAE’s policies in the
Horn of Africa and in
Syria. where it believes
Abu Dhabi has cultivated
ties with elements of
the Druze community.
some of whose leaders
have openly discussed
secession.

While no Saudi source
was  mentioned  in
the reporting. CNN'’s
narrative is in line with
several  public  Saudi
statements. which have
objected to the recent
Israeli recognition
and endorsement of
Somaliland’s  separation
from  Somalia. Israeli
attempts to undermine
and attack the new Syrian
government. and any
attempt to impose a
Southern Yemeni state by
military means.

Israel maintains a close
relationship with Abu
Dhabi and an even closer
onesincethesigningofthe
2020 Abraham Accords.
while Saudi Arabia has
refused  normalization
with Tel Aviv until it
recognizes a Palestinian
State and adheres to a
credible and irreversible

path to achieving a
Two-State Solution.
This  Saudi  position

has been reiterated yet
again during the Crown
Prince’s November visit
to Washington.

Progress 1or UKraine (alks In Paris uncertain

with US Iocus shiiting to Venezuela

ARIS: Ukraine’s allies are meeting
Tuesdayin Parisforkeytalks that could
help determine the country’s security
after a potential ceasefire with Russia. But

prospects for progress are uncertain with
the Trump administration’s focus shifting
to Venezuela.

Before the US capture of Venezuelan
leader Nicolas Maduro. French President

Emmanuel Macron had expressed
optimism about the latest gathering of so-
called “coalition of the willing” nations.
For months. they have been exploring how
to deter any future Russian aggression
should it agree to stop fighting Ukraine.

InaDec. 31 address. Macronsaid thatallies
would “make concrete commitments”

at the summit “to protect Ukraine and
ensure a just and lasting peace.”

Macron’s office said Tuesday’s meeting
will gather an unprecedented number
of officials attending in person. with
35 participants including 27 heads of
state and government. The US will be
represented by President Donald Trump’s
envoys. Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner.
Macron’s office said the US delegation
was initially set to be led by Secretary
of State Marco Rubio. who changed his
plans for reasons related to the military
intervention in Venezuela.

Participants seek concrete outcomes on
five key priorities once fighting ends:
ways to monitor a ceasefire; support for

Ukraine’s armed forces; deployment of
a multinational force on land. at sea
and in the air; commitments in case
there’s another Russian aggression;
and long-term defense cooperation
with Ukraine.

But whether that’s still achievable Tuesday
isn’t so clear now. as Trump deals with
the aftermath of his decision to effect
leadership change in Venezuela.

Ukraine seeks firm guarantees from
Washington of military and other
support seen as crucial to securing similar
commitments from other allies. Kyiv has
been wary of any ceasefire that it fears
could provide time for Russia to regroup
and attack again.
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ﬁﬂllllll administration’s capture of Maduro raises
lnease about the International legal iramework

HE HAGUE.

Netherlands: From the
smoldering wreckage of two
catastrophic world wars in
the last century. nations
came together to build an
edifice of international rules
and laws.
The goal was to prevent such
sprawling conflicts in the
future.
Now that world order —
centered at the United
Nations headquarters in New
York. near the courtroom
where Nicolas Maduro was
arraigned Monday after
his removal from power in
Venezuela — appears in
danger of crumbling as the
doctrine of “might makes
right” muscles its way back
onto the global stage.
UN Undersecretary-
General =~ Rosemary  A.
DiCarlo told the body’s
Security Council on Monday
that the “maintenance of
international  peace and
security depends on the
continued commitment of all
member states to adhere to
all the provisions of the (UN)
Charter.”
US President Donald Trump
insists capturing Maduro
was legal. His administration
has declared the drug cartels
operating from Venezuela
to be unlawful combatants
and said the US is now in
an “armed conflict” with
them. according to an
administration memo
obtained in October by The
Associated Press.
The mission to snatch
Maduro and his wife Cilia
Flores from their home on
a military base in the capital
Caracas means they face
charges of participating in a
narco-terrorism conspiracy.
The US ambassador to the
United Nations. Mike Waltz.
defended the military action
as a justified “surgical law
enforcement operation.”
The move fits into the
Trump administration’s
National Security Strategy.
published last month. that
lays out restoring “American
preeminence in the Western
Hemisphere” as a key goal
of the US president’s second
term in the White House.
But could it also serve as a
blueprint for further action?
Worry rises about future
action
On Sunday evening. Trump
also put Venezuela’s
neighbor. Colombia. and
its leftist president. Gustavo
Petro. on notice.
In a back-and-forth with
reporters.  Trump said
Colombia is “run by a sick
man who likes making
cocaine and selling it to the
United States.” The Trump
administration imposed
sanctionsin October on Petro.
his family and a member ofhis
government over accusations
of involvement in the global
drug trade. Colombia is
considered the epicenter of
the world’s cocaine trade.
Analysts and some world
leaders — from China to
Mexico — have condemned
the Venezuela mission. Some
voiced fears that Maduro’s
ouster could pave the way for
more military interventions
and a further erosion of the
global legal order.
French Foreign Minister
Jean-Noél Barrot said the
capture of Maduro “runs

counter to principle
of the non-use of force.
which forms the basis of
international law.”

He warned the “increasing
number of violations of
this principle by nations
vested with the important
responsibility of permanent
membership on the United
Nations Security Council will
have serious consequences for
global security and will spare
no one.”

Here are some global
situations that could be
affected by changing attitudes
on such issues.

Ukraine

For nearly four years. Europe
has been dealing with
Russia’s war of aggression
in neighboring Ukraine. a
conflict that grates against the
eastern flank of the continent
and the transatlantic NATO
alliance and has widely been
labeled a grave breach of
international law.

The European Union relies
deeply on US support to keep
Ukraine afloat. particularly
after the administration
warned that Europe must
look after its own security in
the future.

Vasily Nebenzya. the Russian
ambassador to the UN.
said the mission to extract
Maduro amounted to “a turn
back to the era of lawlessness”
by the United States. During
the UN Security Council’s
emergency meeting. he called
on the 15-member panel to
“unite and to definitively
reject the methods and tools
of US military foreign policy.”
Volodymyr Fesenko.
chairman of the board of
the Penta think tank in
Kyiv. Ukraine. said Russian
President Vladimir Putin
has long undermined the
global order and weakened
international law.
“Unfortunately.” he
“Trump’s  actions
continued this trend.”

said.
have

Greenland

Trump fanned another
growing concern for Europe
when he openly speculated
about the future of the Danish
territory of Greenland.

“It’s so strategic right now.
Greenland is covered with
Russian and Chinese ships
all over the place.” Trump
told reporters Sunday as he
flew back to Washington
from his home in Florida.
“We need Greenland from
the standpoint of national
security. and Denmark is not
going to be able to do it.”
Danish  Prime  Minister
Mette Frederiksen said in
a statement that Trump

has “no right to annex” the
territory. She also reminded
Trump that Denmark already
provides the US. a fellow
NATO  member. broad
access to Greenland through
existing security agreements.

Taiwan

The mission to capture
Maduro has ignited
speculation about a similar
move China could make
against the leader of Taiwan.
Lai Ching-te. Just last week.
in response to a US plan
to sell a massive military
arms package to Taipei.
China conducted two days
of military drills around the
island democracy that Beijing
claims as its own territory.
Beijing. however. is unlikely
to replicate Trump’s action
in Venezuela. which could
prove destabilizing and risky.
Chinese strategy has been to
gradually increase pressure
on Taiwan through military
harassment. propaganda
campaigns and  political
influence rather than to
single out Lai as a target.
China looks to squeeze
Taiwan into eventually
accepting a status similar
to Hong Kong and Macau.
which are governed semi-
autonomously on paper but
have come under increasing
central control.

For China.  Maduro’s
capture also brings a layer of
uncertainty about the Trump
administration’s ability to
move fast. unpredictably and
audaciously against other
governments. Beijing has
criticized Maduro’s capture.
callingita “blatant use of force
against a sovereign state” and
saying Washington is acting
as the “world’s judge.”

The Mideast

Israel’s grinding attack on
Gaza in the aftermath of

the Oct. 7. 2023. attacks
by Hamas underscored the
international community’s
inability to stop a devastating
conflict. The United States.
Israel’s  staunchest ally.
vetoed Security Council
resolutions  calling  for
ceasefires in Gaza.

Trump already has
demonstrated his willingness
to take on Israel’s neighbor
and longtime US adversary
Iran over its nuclear program
with military strikes on sites
in Iran in June 2025.

On Friday. Trump warned
Iran that if Tehran “violently
kills peaceful protesters.”
the US “will come to their
rescue.” Violence sparked
by Iran’s ailing economy
has killed at least 35 people.
activists said Tuesday.

News
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Sudanese Armed Forces
recaptured Khartoum from
the  paramilitary = Rapid
Support Forces in late
March. soldiers and many
of the capital’s remaining
residents took to the streets to
celebrate.
The RSF. which seized the
city soon after the civil
war erupted in April 2023.
had ruled with an iron fist.
When its fighters were finally
dislodged. much of the
population was glad to see
the back of them.
There was even hope that the
army’s victory could mark a
turning point in the conflict.
setting in train a series of
events that would lead to
an end to the fighting. Such
optimism. however. looked
misplaced as the rest of the
world welcomed 2026.
Seven months after the SAF
had reclaimed Khartoum.
RSEF fighters unleashed a fresh
wave of violence against the
population of another city.
El-Fasher. 800 kilometers
away on the other side of the
country.
The RSF’s capture of North
Darfur’s capital and the days
of bloodletting that followed
marked one of the darkest
chapters in Sudan’s history.
Fighters carried out mass
executions. torture and rapes
reminiscent of the 200305-
genocide inflicted on Darfur
by the Janjaweed — the
predecessor of the RSF.
Far from being the vyear
when  Sudan’s  fortunes
began to turn. 2025 will
likely be remembered as the
year when the vast nation.
already bifurcated by the
independence  of  South
Sudan in 2011. was split once
more. this time between a
SAF-controlled east and a
RSF-dominated west.
The International Crisis
Group recently warned that
the war “could settle into
a prolonged stalemate that
will morph into a durable
partition.”
“Neighboring countries
fear that such a failed-state
scenario would spell even
more long-term instability
that spills beyond Sudan’s
borders.” the think-tank
added.
El-Fasher was the SAFs
last holdout in Darfur. Its
strategic  significance was
reflected in the RSF’s brutal
18-month siege to break the
city.
When the group finally
succeeded on Oct. 26. it
consolidated its hold over
Darfur and cemented the
dividing line running through
the middle of Sudan.
The RSF now controls
most of western Sudan and
large areas of the Kordofan
region.
The SAF. meanwhile. controls
the central areas around
Khartoum. the north and the
east. including Port Sudan on
the Red Sea coast.
Kordofan. a vast agricultural
area made up of three states
and home to the nation’s oil
fields. has now become the
focus of the fighting.
The violence there has
escalated in recent weeks.
with hundreds of civilians
killed since late October.
according to the UN.

On Dec. 4. a children’s
ursery and a hospital in

What 2026 holds for Sudan as |
conilict drags on and famine deepens

Kalogi were hit by a drone
strike. killing 114 people
including 63 children.
Another drone strike on Dec.
13 killed six Bangladeshi UN
peacekeepers. who had been
deployed to South Kordofan
to oversee disputed territory
between Sudan and South
Sudan.

Sudan’s largest oil field.
Heglig. which is located near
the border and supplies both
countries. has now fallen to
the RSF.

Kordofan is also strategically
significant because it spans
the supply lines to the west of
the country.

With the world’s
distracted by
and Ukraine.  Sudan’s
humanitarian crisis
continued to spiral in 2025.
UN agencies say the conflict
is now the world’s largest
humanitarian  crisis and
largest displacement crisis.
while  the International
Rescue Committee describes
it as the largest humanitarian
crisis ever recorded.

Tens of thousands of people
have been killed. more than
12 million displaced. and 30
million — two thirds of the
population — are in need of
aid. Half the population faces
acute hunger. Areas of Darfur
and Kordofan are already in
the grip of famine.

“We’re really looking at the
most devastating war in
Sudan’s history.” Ahmed
Soliman. senior research
fellow at Chatham House.
said in a recent podcast. “It’s
shocking and globally the
worst humanitarian crisis
without a doubt.”

Speaking shortly after the fall
of El-Fasher. UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres
said the conflict was “spiraling
out of control.”

But the conflict had spiraled
long before the horror of the
RSF’s onslaught. El-Fasher
just represented a sickening
nadir.

About 260.000 people were
trapped in El-Fasher when
it was finally overrun. The
RSF had recently completed
an earth barrier encircling
the city to block people from
leaving.

The group’s fighters videoed
themselves gunning down
residents both in the city and
as they tried to flee.
Inoneincident. morethan 460
men. women and children at
the Saudi Maternity Hospital
were massacred.

Satellite images analyzed
by the Yale Humanitarian
Research Lab showed pools
of blood on the ground and
piles of bodies in the hospital
car park.

Victims  and  witnesses
recounted sickening acts of

gaze
Gaza

brutality and sexual violence.
One woman told Amnesty
International that she had
tried to flee the Abu Shouk
neighborhood with her five
children and a group of
neighbors but were stopped
by RSF fighters.

Both she and her 14-year-
old daughter were raped. Her
daughter died a few days later
after reaching a clinic outside
the city.

A 34-year-old man told the
human rights monitor that
he was among a group of 20
men who had managed to
cross the earth berm but were
caught by RSF fighters.

They were forced to lie down
before the gunmen opened
fire. killing 17 of them.

“The RSF were killing people
as if they were flies.” he said.
“It was a massacre. None of
the people killed that I have
seen were armed soldiers.”
The International Criminal
Court said last month it was
taking immediate steps to
preserve and collect evidence
related to the El-Fasher
atrocities for use in future
prosecutions.

Even before El-Fasher. the
RSF had been widely accused
of carrying out war crimes
and crimes against humanity.
with the US government
determining that the group
had committed acts of ethnic
cleansing and genocide.

The shocking images that
emerged from El-Fasher
have given new impetus to
international efforts to try to
end the conflict.

The war stems from the
aftermath of the downfall of
President Omar Bashir amid
mass protests against his rule.
After the civilian aspect of a
power sharing agreement was
shut out of the transitional
process in 2021. a power
struggle emerged between
SAF  commander  Abdel
Fattah Al-Burhan and RSF
chief Mohammed Hamdan
Dagalo.

The rivalry eventually led to
the outbreak of war in April
2023.

Since El-Fasher fell. the
“Quad” group of mediators of
Saudi Arabia. the US. Egypt
and the UAE have intensified
efforts to secure a ceasefire
and a peace settlement.
During  his  visit  to
Washington last month.
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
encouraged US President
Donald Trump to help bring
the conflict to an end.

The RSF has said it would
agree to the Quad’s roadmap.
which includes an initial
three-month humanitarian
truce leading to a permanent
ceasefire and transition to
civilian rule.
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