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ada Al-Shaab

Rakan Al-Kharisha

Speaker of the House of
Representatives. Mazzen Al-Qadi.
on Saturday inaugurated the Sada
Al-Shaab Center for Political and
Strategic Studies. affiliated with the
daily newspaper Sada Al-Shaab. in
the presence of a number of deputies
and senators. along with political.
media. and academic figures.
Al-Qadi  said that effective
parliamentary work today requires
the support of scientific research
centers and professional media in
order to provide in-depth readings
of national issues. analyze economic
and social policies. and engage with
regional and global developments.
This. he noted. ensures thatlegislative
decisions and public policies are
more responsive to citizens’ needs
and more aligned with national
reform strategies.
He added that the Sada Al-Shaab
Center for Political and Strategic
Studies represents an important

Al-Qadi Inaugurates “Sada Al-Shaab”
Center Ior Political and Strategic Studies

@ Speaker oi the House: The Center Represents a Model for Integrating Media and Scientiiic Research
@ Al-Ayassra: The Center Responds to a National Need to Analyze the Political Landscape and Enhance
Media’s Role in Shaping Public Awareness
@ Al-Fataita: The Center Adopts the Highest Scientiiic and Proiessional Standards and Keeps Pace with
Political and Strategic Developments
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that the coming phase will witness
the launch of a series of studies
and periodic reports. in addition to
organizing seminars. workshops.
and specialized discussion forums
with the participation of experts and
specialists.

Al-Fatafta added that the Center aims
to build a comprehensive research
database and provide in-depth
analytical readings that support
decision-makers. researchers.
and media professionals. enhance
transparency. and promote a culture
of knowledge-based approaches to
national issues.

Several attendees. in their remarks.
highlighted the importance of
research and media centers as
essential tools for understanding
issues of concern to Jordanian
citizens and transforming them
into practical recommendations
and policies that support decision-
makers. elevate the quality of
public discourse. and contribute
to shaping a comprehensive vision

model for integration between media
and scientific research. enabling
objective and in-depth analysis of
the political. economic. and social
landscape. Such integration. he
explained. transforms information
from mere news into actionable
knowledge. supporting His Majesty
King Abdullah II’s vision of achieving
comprehensive development and
enhancing citizens’ participation in
shaping the future.

Al-Qadi emphasized that research
and media centers are vital tools
for monitoring public sentiment.

and translating these insights into
practical recommendations and
policies that support decision-
makers. improve the quality of public
discourse. and help formulate a
comprehensive vision consistent
with the Royal visions for political
and administrative reform.

For his part. Chairman of the Board
of Sada Al-Shaab. Senator Omar Al-
Ayassra. said that the launch of the
Center comes in response to an urgent
national need and reflects a clear
vision to strengthen the role of media
in serving society and shaping public

through developing research and
analytical tools that enable deeper
understanding of the political scene
and of domestic. regional. and
international transformations. while
offering applicable reccommendations
and strategies to support decision-
makers and policy formulation in line
with citizens’ needs and aspirations.

Al-Ayassra noted that the Center
is being launched at a critical time
marked by rapid political. economic.
and social changes in the region.
which require objective and in-depth
analysis free from emotion or bias.

reality obliges every intellectual and
media institution to be capable of
reading events in detail. anticipating
their implications for the nation
and its citizens. and translating this
understanding into studies and policy
papers that enrich public debate and
national decision-making.

Director General Mahmoud Al-
Fatafta stated that the Center will
adopt the highest scientific and
professional standardsin preparingits
research and reports. and will operate
according to well-designed plans and
programs that keep pace with political

aligned with the Royal visions
for political and administrative
reform.

It is noteworthy that the Sada Al-
Shaab Center for Political and
Strategic Studies aspires to become
a national think tank and a leading
intellectual ~ platform  dedicated
to preparing strategic studies.
organizing intellectual events. and
issuing analytical reports. thereby
contributing to informed decision-
making. enhancingconsciouspolitical
participation. and  consolidating
knowledge as a fundamental pillar in

understanding citizens’ concerns.

awareness. This will be achieved

He stressed that today’s political

and strategic developments. He noted

building Jordan’s future

Democratic US lawmakers
say they were misled on
Venezuela, demand a plan

ASHINGTON: Democratic members of

the US Congress said on Saturday that
senior officials of President Donald Trump’s
administration had misled them during
recent briefings about plans for Venezuela
by insisting they were not planning regime
change in Caracas. The US attacked Venezuela
and deposed its long-serving President
Nicolas Maduro in an overnight operation. in
Washington’s most direct intervention in Latin
America since the 1989 invasion of Panama.
Senator Chuck Schumer of New York. the
Democrats’ leader in the Senate. said he had
been told in three classified briefings that
the administration was not pursuing regime
change or planning to take military action in
Venezuela. “They assured me that they were
not pursuing those things.” Schumer said on
a call with reporters. “Clearly they’re not being
straight with the American people.”
Schumer said he had not been briefed by Saturday
afternoon and called for the administration to
fill in not just congressional and intelligence
committee leaders. but also all lawmakers by
early next week. “They’ve kept everyone in the
total dark.” he said. Lawmakers said they wanted
more guidance on Trump’s plans for Venezuela.
after he told reporters he would put the country
under US control. for now. “No serious plan has
been presented for how such an extraordinary
undertaking would work or what it will cost the
American people. History offers no shortage of
warnings about the costs - human. strategic.
and moral - of assuming we can govern another
nation by force.” said Senator Jack Reed of
Rhode Island. the top Democrat on the Senate
Armed Services Committee.

Maduro arrives in New York
alter capture by US

EWBURGH. United
States: Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro

arrived Saturday evening at
a military base in the United
States and was transferred
to New York City. after
his capture by US forces in
Caracas.

FBI agents surrounded Maduro
as he descended from a US
government plane and slowly
escorted him along the tarmac

at a National Guard facility in
New York state.

The leftist leader was then flown
by helicopter to Manbhattan.
where a large law enforcement
contingent awaited. AFP images
showed.

The 63-year-old leader was
to be taken first to the offices
of the US Drug Enforcement
Administration. then to the
Metropolitan Detention Center.
a federal facility in Brooklyn.

according to US media.

The detention center is the same
jail where rapper Sean “Diddy”
Combs was held throughout his
trial last year.

Maduro and his wife are to be
arraigned at an unspecified date
before a judge in New York.
They have been charged with
“narco-terrorism.”  importing
tons of cocaine into the United
States. and possession of illegal
weapons.

Venezuelans wonder who’s
in charge as Trump claims
contact with Maduro’s deputy

ARACAS: Venezuelans on Saturday

scrambled to understand who was in
charge of their country after the US military
captured President Nicolas Maduro. ousting
the strongman who had outlasted a botched
coup attempt. several army mutinies. mass
protests and economic sanctions in the vast
nation of 29 million.
“What will happen tomorrow?” asked Juan
Pablo Petrone. a resident of Venezuela’s capital
of Caracas. As fear gripped the city. streets
quickly emptied save for long lines snaking
from supermarkets and gas stations. “What
will happen in the next hour?”
President Donald Trump offered a shocking
answer: The United States would take control
of Venezuela. perhaps in coordination with
one of Maduro’s most trusted aides.
Delcy Rodriguez. who is next in the
presidential line of succession. served
as Maduro’s vice president since 2018.
overseeing much of Venezuela’s oil-
dependent economy as well as its feared
intelligence service. On Saturday.
Venezuela’s high court ordered her to
assume the role of interim president.
“She’s essentially willing to do what we
think is necessary to make Venezuela great
again.” Trump told reporters of Rodriguez.
who faced US sanctions during Trump’s first
administration for her role in undermining
Venezuelan democracy.
In a major snub. Trump said opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado. who was awarded
last year’s Nobel Peace Prize. didn’t have the
support to run the country.
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[ran’s Khamenei says protestery’
economic demands iair, warns
‘Tiotery’ as death toll reaches 12

EHRAN: Supreme leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
on Saturday acknowledged the
economic demands of protesters
in Iran. where demonstrations
have spread to more than two
dozen cities. even as he warned
there would be no quarter for
“rioters.”
The protests began on Sunday
as an expression of discontent
over high prices and economic
stagnation. but have since
expanded to include political
demands.
Iranian media have reported
localized violence and vandalism
in the west of the country in
recent days.
“During clashes in Malekshahi.
Latif Karimi. a member of the
IRGC. was killed while defending
the country’s security.” Mehr
news agency said.
Malekshahi is a county of about
20.000 residents with a large
Kurdish ~ population. where
“rioters attempted to enter a
police station.” according to
separate news agency Fars. which
added that “two assailants were
killed.”
Mehr earlier reported a member
of the Basij paramilitary force
was also killed during another
protest in western Iran after being
“stabbed and shot” by “armed
rioters.”
The protests have affected. to
varying degrees. at least 30
different cities. mostly medium-
sized. according to an AFP tally
based on official announcements
and media reports.
At least 12 people have been
killed since Wednesday in
clashes. including members of
the security forces. according to a
toll based on official reports.
Speaking to worshippers
gathered in Tehran for a Shiite
holiday. Khamenei said the
protesters’ economic demands in
the sanctions-battered country
were “just.”
“The shopkeepers have protested
against this situation and that is
completely fair.” he added.
But Khamenei nonetheless
warned that while “authorities
must have dialogue  with
protesters. it is useless to have
dialogue with rioters. Those must
be put in their place.”
The first deaths were reported
on Thursday as demonstrators
clashed with authorities.
The Tasnim news agency. citing a
local official. also reported a man
was killed on Friday in the holy
city of Qom. south of Tehran.

when a grenade he was trying to
use exploded “in his hands.”

A 17-year-old boy. connected to
the Qom protests and wounded
by gunfire. also died from his
injuries. Tasnim added.
However. local media do not
necessarily report on every
incident. and state media have
downplayed coverage of protests.
while videos flooding social
media are often impossible to

verify.
- Political demands -

The Fars news agency reported
gatherings on Friday in several
working-class neighborhoods of
Tehran. which is home to around
10 million people.

In Darehshahr. in the country’s
west. around 300 people blocked
streets. threw Molotov cocktails
and “brandished Kalashnikovs”
on Friday. according to Fars.

The movement kicked off on
Sunday when shopkeepers went
on strike in Tehran to protest
economic conditions.  and
spread after university students
elsewhere in the country took up
the cause.

In recent days. the protests have
taken on a more overtly political
bent.

In Karaj. on the outskirts of the
capital. “a few people burned
the Iranian flag. shouting ‘Death
to the dictator”’ and “This isn’t
the last battle. Pahlavi is coming
back:™” Fars reported. adding that
others in the crowd objected to
the slogans.

The  pro-Western  Pahlavi
dynasty ruled Iran from 1925 to
1979. when it was toppled by the
Islamic revolution.

Since the protests began.
authorities have adopted a
conciliatory tone when it comes
to economic demands. while
warning that destabilization and
chaos will not be tolerated.
Though widespread.  the
demonstrations are smaller than
the ones that broke out in 2022.
triggered by the death in custody
of Mahsa Amini. who was
arrested for allegedly violating
Iran’s strict dress code for women.
Her death sparked a nationwide
wave of anger that left several
hundred people dead. including
dozens of members of the
security forces. Iran was also
gripped by nationwide protests
that began in late 2019 over a rise
in fuel prices. eventually leading
to calls to topple the country’s
clerical rulers.
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Southern Transitional Council welcomes
Saudi Invitation for Yemen dialogue

IYADH: The Southern

Transitional ~ Council
(STCyin Yemen on Saturday
welcomed Saudi Arabia’s
invitation to take part in an
inclusive dialogue among
southern Yemeni factions in
Riyadh.
In a statement. the group
said the move reflected the
Kingdom’s  commitment
to  resolving  political
issues through dialogue.
particularly in relation to
the southern people’s right
to restore their state.
The STC stressed that
any meaningful dialogue
must recognize the will
of the southern people.
include full international
guarantees. and consider
a free referendum as part
of any future proposals or
political solutions.
The council said it had taken
part in all stages of dialogue
sponsored by Saudi Arabia
and the Gulf Cooperation
Council. beginning with the
2019 Riyadh Agreement.
followed by the 2022

Riyadh Consultations.
and culminating in the
comprehensive  Southern
Dialogue that led to the
adoption of the Southern
National Charter in 2023—
underscoring its consistent
commitment to dialogue and

political responsibility.

Saudi Arabia announced
the invitation earlier on
Saturday at the request of
Rashad Al-Alimi. president
of the Yemeni Presidential
Leadership Council.

The Kingdom urged all

factions to participate “to
develop a comprehensive
vision” that would fulfill the
aspirations of the southern

people.
The initiative has received
broad regional and

international support.

New year Iinds Palestinians between
hope and continued hardship

UBALI War-weary

Gaza  enters 2026
amid cold weather. flooded
tents and bombed-out
homes. Israel’s offensive
has displaced hundreds of
thousands and damaged or
destroyed 80 percent of the
enclave’s buildings. With
shelters inadequate and
supplies scarce. Palestinians’
suffering deepens as winter
sets in.
But global attention is now
gripped by crises elsewhere.
including the US capture
of Venezuela’s president.
Israel’s  recognition  of
Somaliland statehood. and
conflict in southern Yemen.
Against  that  backdrop.
Israel’s continued violations
in Gaza and the occupied
West Bank. including East
Jerusalem. have largely
receded from view.
As the new year begins.

Palestinians  across  the
occupied territories face
deep uncertainty over what
2026 may bring.

The US administration has
signaleditwillsoonannounce
the next phase of its Gaza
plan. which would include
further Israeli withdrawals.
an international stabilization
force. and a new governing
structure for Gaza with broad
international participation.
But as officials debate the
future of a population
devastated by over two
years of war. conditions
on the ground continue to
deteriorate. Severe  cold.
flooding and collapsing
shelters caused by torrential
rains have killed at least
18 people in recent weeks.
according to local health
authorities.

Amnesty International said
in December the deaths
were “utterly preventable.”
blaming Israel’s ongoing
restrictions on the entry
of critical supplies needed
to repair damaged
infrastructure.

Unless aid is allowed to
flow freely into Gaza. rights
groups warn that the dire
humanitarian situation
under the fragile ceasefire
will continue to worsen well
into 2026.

UN agencies have warned
thathumanitarian conditions
in Gaza will remain
“catastrophic” this  year.
An estimated 1.9 million
people still require urgent
shelter support. water and
sanitation systems remain
badly damaged. and winter
storms are compounding
risks for those living in tents
or ruined buildings.

Those  conditions  are
expected to worsen further
as Israel tightens restrictions
on aid operations.

New limits affecting 37
international NGOs. along

with legislation targeting
the UN relief agency
for Palestinian refugees
(UNRWA). are likely to

disrupt humanitarian work
if not reversed.

Aid groups warn the impact
could be “fatal” for civilians
who depend on outside
assistance to survive.

In December. Israel said it

will revoke the operating
licenses of several aid
groups. including Doctors
Without  Borders (MSF)
and the Norwegian Refugee
Council. accusing them of
failing to meet security and
transparency requirements.
Those requirements include
disclosing the identities and
roles of Palestinian staff
to “rule out any links to
terrorism.”

MSF told the AFP news
agency that it “would
never knowingly employ
people engaging in military
activity.” adding that such
individuals would “pose a
danger to our staff and our
patients.”

“If MSF is prevented
from working in Gaza. it
will deprive hundreds of
thousands of people from
accessing medical care.”
the  organization told
Reuters. underscoring the
stakes for civilians already
struggling to obtain health
services.

For its part. the Norwegian
Refugee ~ Council  told
Reuters that “at a time when
needs in Gaza far exceed the
available aid and services.

Israel has and will ocontinue
to block life-saving aid from

entering.”

These restrictions come as
food insecurity remains
acute. The latest Integrated
Food Security Phase
Classification analysis
projects that.  despite

modest improvements after
the ceasefire. hundreds of
thousands of people in Gaza
will remain in “emergency”
food insecurity and over
100.000 in “catastrophe/
famine” conditions into
2026.

The analysis also estimates
that by October 2026. at least
101.000 children between six
and 59 months will suffer
from acute malnutrition. and
nearly 37.000 pregnant and
breastfeeding women will
require urgent nutritional
support.

A separate  conflict-risk
forecast by the Peace
Research  Institute  Oslo
anticipates fewer conflict-
related deaths in Palestine
in 2026 than in 2025. largely
due to the Gaza ceasefire.
Still. it warns that renewed
large-scale fighting cannot
be ruled out.
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