Syrian army says STC Nicaragua arrests Israelis carry out
swept Aleppo dozens for more than 20 raids
district after clashes ﬂ!mﬂlm!:es reportedly supporting in south Lebanon,
with Kurdish fighters dissolution capture of Maduro Bekaa region
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News

How the Palestinian Circus Sustains lmpe\
and resistance under Israeli occupation

UBAI: On any given morning in the

village of Birzeit. just 10 kilometers
north of the West Bank city of Ramallah.
the sound of juggling balls hitting the
floor mixes with laughter. music. and
the occasional gasp.
Inside a modest rehearsal space. young
performers rehearse feats of balance
and acrobatics at the Palestinian Circus.
which has become a small outlet for
resistance and joy among young people
across the occupied West Bank.
However. the circus is under more
pressure than ever. Mohamad Rabah.
its executive director. told Arab News
that Israeli raids had seen one of their
colleagues detained and the troupe’s
activities become more difficult to
sustain.
“The military forces were in Birzeit one
month ago. They were here in front of
our building. But we are not a special
case.” Rabah said.
“We are the same as any Palestinian
suffering from this occupation. and we
try to find ways to resist. to stay resilient
and to find creative ways to work.”
Founded in 2006 in the aftermath of the
Second Intifada. the Palestinian Circus
was born from an urgency to reestablish
hope and provide creative outlets for
young Palestinians.
The circus offers children and young
adults the chance to train in a range
of arts and take part in professional
productions around the world.
Given the physical demands and
collective discipline required. Rabah
says circus skills have become a language
through which children and young
people can express fear. anger. hope and
resistance.
The group’s first production. launched
amid intense Israeli restrictions. was
bluntly political.
“The first show was called Circus
Behind the Wall. and it was using circus
disciplines to connect with acts like
juggling over the wall.” Rabah said.

“The wall. built by Israel around major
Palestinian cities. had cut families.
friends and livelihoods apart. The circus
answered symbolically.”

The show toured locally and
internationally for several years. By
2008. those early performers had become
teachers.

“The same young people who gained the
skill at that time as circus performers
started to teach other youth and kids.”
Rabah said.

Since those early days. its programs have
expanded into refugee camps in Hebron.
Nablus. Jenin. Farah. Ramallah. and
Jerusalem — areas where trauma was not
abstract but a daily reality.

Nearly two decadeslater. the organization
has grown into a prominent cultural
institution. This year alone. Rabah said.
the circus completed 90 performances —
55 in Palestine and 35 abroad.

It has appeared at festivals in France.
Italy. Ireland and Belgium and even at
the UK’s Glastonbury.

The occupied West Bank faces its gravest
crisis in years. with escalating Israeli
military raids. record settler attacks and
accelerating displacement.

Raids in areas like Jenin and Nablus
have killed hundreds and damaged vital
infrastructure. while settler violence and
demolitions have pushed many rural and
herding communities off their land.
Settlement expansion continues. aimed
at entrenching permanent control and
foreclosing Palestinian statehood.

The Palestinian Authority is weakened
by fiscal collapse. sanctions and loss
of legitimacy. undermining services
and governance. while humanitarian
agencies warn of worsening protection
risks and de facto forcible transfer.

Some Palestinian Circus productions
confront politics head on. like “Sarah.”
created in 2017. which tells the story of
displacement. “It’s a performance ...
about the journey and the suffering of
refugees.” Rabah said.

“We also have happy and uplifting
performances like Wonderland.
which is like a children and family show
inspired by the Alice in Wonderland
theme.”

In a society saturated with loss. Rabah
saysjoyitselfbecomesanact of resistance.

However. performance is only one part
of the work. The larger mission lies in
training and psychosocial support.
“This year. we worked with 4.000
children. women and people with
disabilities — 2.000 in Gaza and 2.000
in the West Bank and Jerusalem.” Rabah
said.
“There are 16 disciplines in circus. so
we use the term ‘circus for all.” and with
circus for all that’s inclusivity. Everyone
can find their space under the circus.”
Unlike theater. Rabah says there are no
singular stars in circus. which makes
the whole endeavor a lesson in team
building. with young people learning to
rely on each other for balance during
daring acrobatics.
That reliance has become more urgent
as violence has escalated across the
West Bank and Gaza. With mobility
increasingly  restricted. Rabah says
freedom hasbeen incrementally squeezed
out of Palestinian life. especially for
young people.
Relying on each other’s support is the
only way to survive.
“From one city to another... it requires
a lot of work to meet another young
person.” Rabah said. “What the Israeli
occupation is trying to do is to take from
us every meaning of living.”
Still. the show goes on. This year. despite
visa obstacles and excessive costs. the
circus managed to send more than 40
children abroad for cultural exchanges
— an achievement that Rabah admits
came at a high price.
“This year alone. we spent more than
half a million shekels ($157.350) ... on
flight tickets.” he said. “Looking at the
demand. you wish to do more. It’s a drop
in the ocean.”
In Gaza. the stakes are even higher. Rabah
visited the enclave in 2022 to meet with
circus artists. many of whom continued
training amid the devastation wrought by
the conflict that began in October 2023.
“They are inspiring.” he said. “They
worked during the genocide with
nothing. starving. Their schools were
destroyed. but they continued to perform
and to train. There are. I think. four to
five artists who were lost. killed by the
Israeli bombing.”
Rabah himself joined the organization in
2018. after the founding artists moved to
Europe. He was not a performer but could
see the social impact that the project
could have. He said art was essential in
a society where political participation is
constrained.
“I didn’t have any circus background.
My background is community and youth
work and management.” he said.
“There are limited ways in which
young people can express their voice
. so art becomes not only a way of
entertainment... it’s a way that you
participate in the community.”
The circus does not impose any narrative.
with most of the shows being produced
by the performers themselves without
a given script. “Most of our shows. the
ideas come from the artists.” Rabah said.
“They do it with their bodies and their
circus tricks.”
As the organization approaches its
20th anniversary. it plans to expand
with a mobile circus tent. bringing
performances to the most isolated
communities. This is something Rabah
says will require further sponsorship.
which he hopes will continue regardless
of the political situation.
“Put yourself in the shoes of a 15-year-
old Palestinian living in a refugee camp
in Gaza ... it’s a struggle for identity and
existence.” he said.
“We need every bit of support to allow
us to exist and keep existing with our
identity and culture and every meaning
of life.”

-
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\yrian army says swept Aleppo districi
alter clashes with Kurdish fighters

leppo: Syria’s
army said it had
completed a “security

sweep” on Saturday of a
neighborhood in Aleppo
where it clashed with
Kurdish forces. though
shelling could still be
heard following calls
for fighters to surrender

themselves and their
weapons.

Government forces
began  striking  the
Sheikh Magsud district
overnight  after  the

Kurdish fighters defied
a deadline to withdraw

during a temporary
ceasefire.
In the morning. the

army announced
the “completion of a
full security sweep of
the  Sheikh  Magsud
neighborhood.”  while
urging residents to stay
in their homes due to the
continued presence of
Kurdish forces.

AFP correspondents in
Aleppo said shelling in
the area continued even
after the announcement.

A military  source
previously told the official
SANA  news agency

that “a number of SDF
members” — a reference
to the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces —
had been arrested during
the operation.

In a statement posted by
the Ministry of Defense.
Syria’s army said “the
only remaining option
for the armed elements in
the Sheikh Maqsud area
of Aleppo is to surrender
themselves and their
weapons immediately.”
The violence in
Syria’s  second city
erupted after efforts to
integrate  the Kurds’
de facto autonomous
administration and
military into the country’s
new government stalled.
Since the start of the
fighting on Tuesday. at
least 21 civilians have
been killed. according to
figures from both sides.
and tens of thousands
have fled Aleppo.

The clashes. some of the
most intense since Syria’s
new Islamist authorities
took power. present yet
another challenge as
the country struggles
to reunify after ousting

Bashar
Assad in December 2024.
Both sides blamed the
other for starting the
violence in Aleppo.

longtime ruler

Early  Friday. Syrian
authorities announced a
window for the Kurdish
fighters to leave. but they
refused to “surrender”
and vowed to defend
their districts.

In response. Syria’s army
warned it would renew
strikes on military targets
in Sheikh Maqsud and
urged civilians to get out
ahead of the district’s
takeover by  security
forces.

An AFP correspondent
saw  residents laden
with belongings fleeing
before the two-hour
humanitarian  corridor
closed.

- Fierce’ resistance’ -

Kurdish forces reported
coming under artillery
and drone attacks. and
claimed in a post on social
media to be mounting
a “fierce and ongoing
resistance.”

The army said three
soldiers had been killed
by Kurdish fighters. while
state television accused
them of launching drones
at residential areas of
Aleppo.

A flight suspension
at Aleppo airport was
extended  until late
Saturday.

The SDF controls swathes
of Syria’s oil-rich north
and northeast. and was
key to the defeat of the
Daesh group in 2019.

But Turkiye — a close ally

of Syria’s new leaders —
views its main component
as an extension of the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK). which agreed
last year to end its four-
decade armed struggle
against Ankara.

Elham Ahmad. a senior
official in the Kurdish
administration in Syria’s
northeast. accused
Syrian  authorities  of
“choosing  the  path
of war” by attacking
Kurdish districts and of
“seeking to put an end to
the agreements that have
been reached.”

“We are committed to
them and we are seeking
to implement them.” she
told AFP.

- US mediation -

The March integration
agreement was meant to
be implemented last year.
but differences. including

Kurdish demands for
decentralized rule. have
stymied progress.

Ahmad said that “the

United States is playing a
mediating role... we hope
they will apply pressure to
reach an agreement.”

A diplomatic source told
AFP that US envoy Tom
Barrack was headed to
Damascus.
Barracksaidinastatement
Saturday morning that
he had discussed the
situation with Jordan’s
foreign minister. with
both parties expressing a
desire for “consolidating
the ceasefire. ensuring the
peaceful withdrawal of the
Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) from Aleppo. and

guaranteeing”  civilians’
safety.

They also called for the
implementation of the
integration agreement.
Turkiye. which shares
a 900-kilometer (550-
mile) border with Syria.
has launched successive
offensives  to  push
Kurdish forces from the
frontier.

Syrian President Ahmed
Al-Sharaa discussed the
situation in a call with
Turkish leader Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and said
he was determined to
“end the illegal armed
presence” in  Aleppo.
according to his office.
UN spokesperson
Stephane Dujarric
expressed alarm over the
impact of the fighting on
civilians and called on all
parties “to swiftly return
to negotiations to ensure
the full implementation

of the 10 March
agreement.”

Nanar Hawach. senior
Syria analyst at the
International Crisis

Group. said the renewed
clashes cast doubt on the
government’s ability to
gain the trust of minority
factions and sew the
country back together
after 14 years of civil war.
“If the fighting escalates.
international actors will
wonderabout Damascus’s
capacity to govern Syria’s
heterogeneous society.”
he added.

Syria’s authorities have
committed to protecting
minorities. but sectarian
bloodshed rocked the
Alawite and  Druze
communities last year.

Nicaragua arrests dozens for
reportedly supporting capture of Maduro

AN JOSE: Authorities

in Nicaragua have
arrested at least 60 people
for reportedly celebrating
or expressing support for
the capture of Venezuelan
president Nicolas
Maduro. a human rights
watchdog group and local
media outlets said Friday.
Nicaraguan President
Daniel  Ortega  and
Vice President Rosario
Murillo are staunch allies
of Maduro. who was
captured by US military
personnel in Caracas last
Saturday and taken to
New York to face trial
on drug and weapons
charges.
Since the arrest of
Maduro and his wife

Cilia Flores. “at least
60 arbitrary  arrests”
have  occurred  over

alleged support for the
operation. the NGO Blue
and White Monitoring.

which compiles reports of

human rights violations

in Nicaragua. said in a post
on X.

The group said 49
people  remained in

detention Friday “without
information about their
legal status.” while nine
people have been released

and three others were
temporarily detained.
“This new wave of
repression is carried out
without a judicial order
and is based solely on
expressions of opinion:
commentsonsocialmedia.
private celebrations. or
not repeating official
propaganda.” the
group said. According
to Confidencial.  a
Nicaraguan  newspaper
published outside the
country. the arrests
took place under a
“state of alert” ordered
by Murillo following
Maduro’s  capture —
including surveillance in
neighborhoods and on
social media.
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Greenland’s parties say they
don’t want to be under Uy

UUK: Greenland’s political parties said

they did not want to be under Washington
as US President Donald Trump again
suggested using force to seize the mineral-rich
Danish autonomous territory. raising concern
worldwide.
The statement late Friday came after Trump
repeated that Washington was “going to do
something on Greenland: whether they like it
or not.”
European capitals have been scrambling to
come up with a coordinated response after
the White House said this week that Trump
wanted to buy Greenland and refused to rule
out military action.
“Wedon’t want to be Americans. we don’t want
to be Danish: we want to be Greenlanders.” the
leaders of five parties in Greenland’s parliament
said.
“The future of Greenland must be decided by
Greenlanders.”
“No other country can meddle in this. We
must decide our country’s future ourselves —
without pressure to make a hasty decision:
without  procrastinationi and  without
interference from other countries.” they
underscored.
Denmark and other European allies have
voiced shock at Trump’s threats on Greenland:
a strategic island between North America and
the Arctic where the United States has had a
military base since World War II.
Trump says controlling the island is crucial for
US national security given the rising military
activity of Russia and China in the Arctic.
“We’re not going to have Russia or China
occupy Greenland. That’s what they’re going
to do if we don’t. So we're going to be doing
something with Greenland: either the nice way
or the more difficult way.” the US president
said Friday.
Both Russia and China have increased military
activity in the region in recent years. but
neither has laid any claim to the vast icy island.

- Vast natural resources -

Greenland has also attracted international
attention in recent years for its vast natural
resources including rare earth minerals and
estimates that it could possess huge oil and gas
reserves.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen has
warned that an invasion of Greenland would
end “everything.” meaning the transatlantic
NATO defense pact and the post-World War
IT security structure.

Trump has made light of the concerns of
Denmark: a steadfast US ally that joined the
United States in the 2003 invasion of Iraq.
“I'm a fan of Denmark: too. I have to tell you.
And you know: they’ve been very nice to me.”
Trump said.

“But you know: the fact that they had a boat
land there 500 years ago doesn’t mean that they
own the land.”

STC announces dissolution

IYADH: The  Yemeni

separatist group Southern
Transitional Council (STC)
has announced it will dissolve
following  talks in  Saudi
Arabia. Several STC members
are in Riyadh for discussions
on ending unrest in southern
Yemen. The group praised
Saudi Arabia’s efforts. while
former STC leader Aidarous
al-Zubaidi. now wanted by the
Presidential Council for high
treason. has fled Yemen and
has not participated in the talks.
A Yemeni source told Arab
News: “This announcement
and ease shown in the televised
video statement shows that in
fact Al Zubaidi was the obstacle.
and that most southerners are
open to resolving their matter
via dialogue and discussion”
The members of the Southern
Transitional Council (STC) in
Yemen spoke during the Riyadh
Southern Dialogue Conference
on Friday.
During the meeting. the Council
said military operations in
Hadramout and Mahra harmed
the Southern cause in Yemen.
The Council said they did not
participate in the decision
for the military operations in
Hadramout and Mahra.
"We hope to reach a vision
and concept for resolving the
Southern issue at the Riyadh
Conference.” said the Council.
The Council thanked Saudi
Arabia for hosting the dialogue
conference in Riyadh.
Below is a full translation of the
STC announcement as reported
by the Arabic language Yemeni
news agency (SABA):
Announcement of the
Dissolution of the Southern
Transitional Council
The Presidency of the Southern
Transitional Council.  the
Supreme Executive Leadership.
the General Secretariat. and the
other affiliated bodies convened
a meeting to assess the recent
unfortunate events in the
governorates of Hadramout and
Al-Mahrah. and the subsequent
rejection of all efforts toward de-
escalation and resolution. These
developments haveled to serious
and painful consequences.
Referring to the statement issued
by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi

Arabiaregardingits sponsorship
of a southern dialogue to resolve
the southern issue—and in
order to safeguard the future
of the southern cause and the
right of the southern people to
restore their state according to
their will and aspirations. and
to preserve peace and social
security in the South and the
broader region—we make the
following declaration:

The Southern Transitional
Council was established to
carry the cause of the southern
people. represent them. and
lead them toward achieving
their aspirations and restoring
their state. We founded it with
the belief that the goal was to
achieve this mission—not to
cling to it as a means of gaining
power. monopolizing decision-
making. or excluding others.
Since we were not involved in the
decision to launch the military
operation in Hadramout and
Al-Mahrah—an operation
that harmed southern unity
and damaged relations with the
coalition led by the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. which has
made and continues to make
great sacrifices and provide
ongoing political. economic.
and military  support—the
continued existence of the
Council no longer serves
the purpose for which it was
created. In light of this and our
historical responsibility toward
the southern cause. we hereby
announce the dissolution of the
Southern Transitional Council.
the disbanding of all its main
and subsidiary bodies. and the
closure of all its offices inside
and outside the country. We

will instead work to achieve
our just southern goal by
preparing for and participating
in the comprehensive southern
conference under the Kingdom’s
sponsorship.

We commend the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia for its clear and
explicit commitments and the
sincere concern it has shown for
our cause in seeking solutions
that meet the aspirations and
will of the southern people.

We call on all active southern
figures and leaders to engage in
the path of the comprehensive
southern dialogue conference.
hoping that the participants will
reach a vision and framework to
resolve the southern issue and
fulfill the people’s aspirations
through their free will. and to
establish an inclusive southern
framework.

From this platform. we call on
the people of the South. our
colleagues in the capital Aden.
and all the governorates of our
beloved South to recognize the
gravity of this moment. the
sensitivity of the current phase.
and the importance of uniting
efforts to preserve our gains
and protect the South from
chaos or instability. We reaffirm
our continued commitment to
serving the just and legitimate
cause of the southern people
and achieving their aspirations
according to their will We
also extend our gratitude to
the leadership and people of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for hosting the comprehensive
southern dialogue conference
and for their support of the
South. its cause. and its people
across all fields and stages.

News

Saudi Deiense Minister: Riyadh committed
0 @ just solution ior the South, says
issolution oi STC 1§ a courageous step

IYADH: Saudi Defense Minister Prince
halid bin Salman. in his first comment
following the announcement of the dissolution
of the Southern Transitional Council (STC).
stated that the move aligns with the public
interest. He affirmed that “the southern issue
now has a genuine path. sponsored by the
Kingdom and supported by the international
community through the Riyadh Conference.
through which we aim to bring together our
southern brothers to develop a comprehensive
vision for just solutions that meet their will and
aspirations.”
In a post on the platform X. the Defense
Minister added. “The Kingdom will form
a preparatory committee in consultation
with southern figures to organize the
conference. which will include participants
from all southern governorates without
exclusion or discrimination. The Kingdom
will support the outcomes of the conference
so they can be presented at the table of the
comprehensive political solution dialogue
in Yemen.”
He concluded by saying. “The decision taken
by southern figures and leaders to dissolve
the Transitional Council was a courageous
one. driven by concern for the future of the
southern cause and aimed at encouraging
broader southern participation in the Riyadh
Conference in service of their cause.”

Australian bushiires raze homes,
cut power to tens oi thousands

YDNEY: Thousands of firefighters

battled bushfires in Australia’s southeast
on Saturday that have razed homes. cut
power to thousands of homes and burned
swathes of bushland. The blazes have
torn through more than 300.000 hectares
(741.316 acres) of bushland amid a heatwave
in Victoria state since the middle of the
week. authorities said on Saturday. and 10
major fires were still burning statewide. In
neighboring New South Wales state. several
fires close to the Victorian border were
burning Dat emergency level. the highest
danger rating. the Rural Fire Service said.
as temperatures hit the mid-40s Celsius
(111 degrees Fahrenheit). More than 130
structures. including homes. have been
destroyed and around 38.000 homes and
businesses were without power due to
the fires in Victoria. authorities said. The
fires were the worst to hit the state since
the Black Summer blazes of 20192020~ that
destroyed an area oOthe size of Turkiye and
killed 33 people. “Where we can fires will
be being brought under control.” Victoria
Premier Jacinta Allan told reporters. adding
thousands of firefighters were in the field.

Bekaa.
Israeli

EIRUT: Israeli warplanes

on Friday carried out more
than 20 raids across Lebanon.
targeting sites in the south and
Northern Bekaa.

army
Avichay  Adraee
Iran-backed Hezbollah of

attempting to rebuild its

spokesperson
accused

Tel Aviv said the attacks were a
response to an ongoing breach
of the ceasefire agreement.
and  claimed “Hezbollah
is rebuilding its military
capabilities in violation of the
agreements between Lebanon
and Israel.”

The raids targeted the valleys
between Houmin in Nabatieh
and Deir Al-Zahrani north of
the Litani River. in addition
to Al-Aaishiyah. Al-Zagharin.
Iklim Al-Tuffah. Kfarkila. Ain
Qana. the Sajd Heights and
Al-Rayhan. In addition. the
Israeli army targeted the town
of Al-Baissariyeh in Saida.
Repeated airstrikes  shook
the eastern mountain range
without  prior  warnings.
targeting the upper parts of the
Brital highlands in the Baalbek
district of Northern Bekaa. and
the Al-Jbour area in Western

military capabilities. claiming
the Israeli army attacked the
group’s “targets and raided a
manufacturing site. weapon
depots and missile-launching
pads used by Hezbollah.”

In a post on social media.
Adraee vowed that “the Israeli
army will continue to work on
removing any threat.”

As part of Israel’s campaign
— albeit at a reduced pace
— an Israeli force penetrated
the border village of Yaroun
and destroyed a building in
the Al-Bayader neighborhood
before withdrawing. according
to a Lebanese military source.

An Israeli raid on Thursday
targeted a car on the road
between Zaita and Bnaafoul.
resulting in one fatality.

The latest incidents came as
the Lebanese Army Command
announced on Thursday the

completion of the first phase
of a plan to restrict weapons
to state hands south of the
Litani River. A plan to restrict
weapons north of the river is set
to be prepared and submitted
to the Cabinet next month. as
the military moves to contain
weapons and prevent their
smuggling. transfer. or use.
Iranian foreign minister

Amid the
Iranian
Abbas

Araghchi
Iran
independence.

Israelis carry out more than 20 raids
In south Lebanon, Bekaa region

the Lebanese government’s

responsibility.”
He said:
Hezbollah as

<«
Iran

a resistance

group. but it does not interfere

confrontation of challenges
and risks requires continued
dialogue and consultation
despite differences in
approaches to certain files.”

supports

Israeli
Foreign
Araghchi. who s
currently in Beirut. has held
a series of meetings with
Lebanese officials.
affirmed
“supports

sovereignty.” and added that
“defending the country is He

at all in its affairs. and any
decision related to Lebanon is
left to the party itself.”

He described his visit
to Lebanon as part of
“strengtheningand developing
relationships between both
countries.”

Araghchi — who is visiting
Beirut amid mass protests
at home over government
spending during a cost-of-
living crisis — met Lebanese
Foreign Minister ~Youssef
Rajji. who had declined to
receive him on a previous visit.
He told him that “his country
seeks to build a relationship
with Lebanon based on
amicability = and  mutual
respect. within the framework
of the two governments.
with all their institutions and
components.”
said

strikes.
Minister

that
Lebanon’s
unity  and

that “a joint

stressing that “the unity of
Lebanon’s sects under the
authority of the Lebanese
government would protect
Lebanon and achieve its
stability.”

According to his media
office. Rajji reaffirmed that
“defending Lebanon is the
(soley responsibility of the
Lebanese state.”

He added: “When the
state possesses its strategic
decision-making power. holds
the decision of war and peace.
and confines weapons to its
own hands. it can then request
assistance from countries.
including Iran.”

Rajji also emphasized that
“building a state capable of
defending its land and its
people cannot happen while
there is an armed organization
outside its authority.”
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