Netanyahu says
Israel and Hamas
will enter ceasefire's
second phase soon
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Australian bushfires
raze homes

in two states;
firefighter dies

of Bridge Summit
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‘Als here, now what?'
Arab News unveils report
on future of media ahead

Indonesia says more
than $3 billion in
recovery funds required
after Sumatra floods
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Jordan, Germany commitied
10 two-state solution

MMAN: Jordan’s King Abdullah has

warned of “the danger of continued Israeli
escalations in the West Bank:” which Israel has
occupied since 1967.
King Abdullah received German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz during his brief stopover in
Jordan on Saturday.
Their discussions in Aqaba focused mainly on
the peace process in Israel and the Palestinian
territories: AFP reported.
Merz called for more humanitarian aid to flow
into the Gaza Strip and for Hamas fighters to lay
down their weapons: adding that both Jordan
and Germany are committed to a negotiated
two-state solution.
“There can be no place for terrorism and
antisemitism in this shared future.” Merz said.
Jordan’s royal palace said in a statement
that King Abdullah had underlined “the
need to commit to implementing all stages
of the agreement to end the war and deliver
humanitarian aid to all areas of the strip.”
The meeting discussed ways to strengthen the
partnership between Jordan and Germany:
focusing on the deep-rooted ties between
the two countries; Jordanian news agency
Petra reported. King Abdullah emphasized
the importance of expanding cooperation in
various domains: including the economic and
defense sectors: and continuing to coordinate
in support of efforts to achieve stability in the
region: according to Petra.
The leaders highlighted the need to pursue
a “political horizon to achieve a just and
comprehensive peace in the region.”
Chancellor Merz expressed Germany’s
readiness to strengthen cooperation with
Jordan in various sectors.
The Syrian Arab Republic’s Sana news agency
reported that the two leaders discussed ways
to support Syria and Lebanon in maintaining
their security: stability. and sovereignty.
They stressed the importance of respecting the
sovereignty of regional countries and reviewed
key developments in the Middle East.
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Ayman Safadi had previously affirmed that
Jordan continues to support Syria after years
of war and destruction: expressing hope for
a stable and secure future that ensures Syria’s
territorial unity. Sana added.
King Abdullah separately met with Kaja Kallas:
EU high representative for foreign affairs and
security policy and European Commission
vice president on Sunday to discuss ways to
strengthen cooperation within the framework
of the strategic and comprehensive partnership
between Jordan and the EU.
The meeting at Basman Palace covered the
importance of building on available economic
opportunities; particularly  through the
Jordan-EU Summit; scheduled to be held in
Amman in January 2026. as well as the joint
economic forum scheduled for next year: with
participation from investors on both sides.
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Netanyahu says Israel and Hamas will
ds€ 5001

enter ceasefire’s second ph

EL AVIV. Israel: Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said Sunday that Israel and Hamas
are “very shortly expected to
move into the second phase of the
ceasefire.” after Hamas returns the
remains of the last hostage held in
Gaza.
Netanyahu spoke during a news
conference with visiting German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz and
stressed that the second phase:
which addresses the disarming of
Hamas and the withdrawal of Israeli
troops from Gaza: could begin as
soon as the end of the month.
Hamas has yet to hand over the
remains of Ran Gvilic a 24-year-
old police officer who was killed in
the Hamas-led Oct. 7. 2023 attack
that sparked the war. His body was
taken to Gaza.
The ceasefire’s second stage also
includes the deployment of an
international force to secure
Gaza and forming a temporary
Palestinian government to run day-
to-day affairs under the supervision
of an international board led by US
President Donald Trump.
A senior Hamas official on Sunday
told The Associated Press the group
is ready to discuss “freezing or
storing or laying down” its weapons
as part of the ceasefire in a possible
approach to one of the most difficult
issues ahead.
Netanyahu says second phase will
be challenging
Netanyahu said few people believed
the ceasefire’s first stage could be
achieved: and the second phase is
just as challenging.
“As I mentioned to the chancellor:
there’s a third phase: and that is to
deradicalize Gaza: something that
also people believed was impossible.
But it was done in Germany: it was
done in Japan it was done in the
Gulf States. It can be done in Gaza,
too. but of course Hamas has to be
dismantled:” he said.
The return of Gvili's remains —
and Israel’s return of 15 bodies of
Palestinians in exchange — would
complete the first phase of Trump’s
20-point ceasefire plan.
Hamas says it has not been able
to reach all remains because they
are buried under rubble left by

Israel’s two-year offensive in Gaza.
Israel has accused the militants of
stalling and threatened to resume
military operations or withhold
humanitarian aid if all remains are
not returned.

A group of families of hostages
said in a statement that “we cannot
advance to the next phase before
Ran Gvili returns home.”
Meanwhile: Israeli military Chief of
Staft Lt. Gen. Eyal Zamir on Sunday
called the so-called Yellow Line
that divides the Israeli-controlled
majority of Gaza from the rest of the
territory a “new border.”

“We have operational control
over extensive parts of the Gaza
Strip and we will remain on those
defense lines.” Zamir said. “The
Yellow Line is a new border line:
serving as a forward defensive line
for our communities and a line of
operational activity.”

Germany says support for Israel is
unchanged

Merz said Germany: one of Israel’s
closest allies: is assisting with the
implementation of the second phase
by sending officers and diplomats
to a US-led civilian and military
coordination center in southern
Israeli and by sending humanitarian

aid to Gaza.

The chancellor also said Germany
still believes that a two-state-
solution is the best possible option
but that “the German federal
government remains of the opinion
thatrecognition of a Palestinian state
can only come at the end of such a
process: not at the beginning.”

The US-drafted plan for Gaza
leaves the door open to Palestinian
independence. Netanyahu has long
asserted that creating a Palestinian
state would reward Hamas and
eventually lead to an even larger
Hamas-run state on Israel’sborders.
Netanyahu also said that while he
would like to visit Germany: he
hasn’t planned a diplomatic trip
because he is concerned about
an arrest warrant issued by the
International Criminal Court. the
UN’s top war crimes court last year
in connection with the war in Gaza.
Merz said there are currently no
plans for a visit but he may invite
Netanyahu in the future. He added
that he is not aware of future
sanctions against Israel from the
European Union nor any plans to
renew German bans on military
exports to Israel.

Germany had a temporary ban on

exporting military equipment to
Israelc which was lifted after the
ceasefire began on Oct. 10.

Israel kills militant in Gaza

The Israeli military said it killed a
militant who approached its troops
across the Yellow Line.

Gaza’s Health Ministry says Israeli
forces have killed more than 370
Palestinians since the start of the
ceasefire; and that the bodies of
six people killed in attacks had been
brought to local hospitals over the
past 24 hours.

In the original Hamas-led attack in
2023 the militants killed around
1:200 people and took more than
250 others hostage. Almost all the
hostages or their remains have been
returned in ceasefires or other deals.
Israel’s offensive in Gaza has killed at
least 70,360 Palestinians: according
to Gaza’s Health Ministry. which
operates under the Hamas-run
government. The ministry does not
differentiate between civilians and
combatants. but says that nearly
half the dead have been women
and children. The ministry is part
of Gaza’s Hamas government and
its numbers are considered reliable
by the UN and other international
bodies.

‘ALlS here, now what?’ Arab News unveils report
on [uture ol media ahead ol Bridge Summil

UBAI: As the Bridge

Summit kicks off in Abu
Dhabi on Monday: bringing
together global leaders to
explore the future of media
entertainment;  and the
creative economy: Arab News
has launched a timely report
on how artificial intelligence
is transforming the media
industry in the Middle Eastand
beyond.
The report: produced by the
Arab News Research and
Studies Unit following a high-
level roundtable at the Dubai
Future Forum: captures the
urgency and complexity of Al
adoption in the media industry
of the Middle East and North
Africa region.
It explores how Al is
transforming newsroom
operations: redefining
journalistic roles¢ and raising
critical questions  around
credibility.  accuracy: and
trust amid rapid technological
disruption.

Al is no longer an emerging
trend in the Middle East —
it is a central force reshaping
economies: governance and
public communication.

With Al  projected to
contribute $320 billion to the
regional economy by 2030
including more than $135
billion to Saudi Arabia’s gross
domestic product and nearly
$96 billion to the UAE’s
governments and industries
are racing to integrate it.

But. for the region’s news
mediac Al represents
something  deeper  than
economic potential: a direct
challenge to the foundations
of credibility: trust and fact-
based reporting.

Such were the questions that
set the stage for the roundtable
hosted and moderated by
Arab News’ Deputy Editor-
in-Chief Noor Nugali in
collaboration with the Dubai
Future Foundation: where
editorsc media  executives

and tech specialists convened
to confront an industry
experiencing one of the most
dramatic transformations in its
history.

The result is an exhaustive
and insightful report. which
offers both optimism and
unease as AI's looming
presence weaves into daily
newsroom operations. just
as the guardrails needed to
protect  journalism  from

misinformation: bias  and
opacity remain dangerously
underdeveloped.

“Al  is  here and it’s
transforming our newsroom.”
said Mina Al-Oraibi: editor in
chief of the UAE’s leading daily
The National: as she described
how her team recently held a
full-newsroom AI workshop to
generate internal use cases.
“We got 26 ideas that we’re
working through so people

don’t feel this is something
imposed.” she said. “They
need to feel they’re ahead of
the curve rather than being
eaten up by it.”

Across the region: that curve
is moving quickly. Globally:
81 percent of journalists now
use Al tools during their
general work: while nearly
half do so daily.

However: reporters admit
they rely on it mostly to handle
mundane;  time-consuming
tasks such as transcribing
interviews: summarizing
reportsc and  translating
documents.

Nabeel ~ Al-Khatib:

general
manager of Asharq News:
explained how the shift has
already redefined newsroom
economics.

“A newsroom of 50 can now
publish the equivalent of what

500 once could:” he said.
However: although “machines
will take over the production
line” he argued that “human

oversight must remain to
ensure accuracy: context and
editorial standards.”

For many newsrooms: the
advent of generative Al —
machines creating new original
content — has created valuable
efficiencies: freeing journalists
to spend more time verifying
and reporting: which are tasks
no machine can yet replace.
However: several speakers
stressed that the value of Al
depends entirely on how
intentionally it is used.

“We believe it’s human first
human last.” said Nayla Tueni
editor in chief of Lebanese
daily An-Nahar. “We need to
always fact-check everything.
But at the same time: we need
to use all the tools.”

For Tueni: transformation is
not optional. “I don’t think
journalism will end.” she
saide. However. if outlets
“don’t transform. they cannot
continue because the world is
transforming every second.”
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Ukraine

aiter Trump criticism

president (o meet European allies

~

ONDON: Ukrainian leader

Volodymyr Zelensky was
due to meet with European
allies in London on Monday.
after President Donald Trump
accused him of not reading the
US proposal to end the war with
Russia.
It comes after days of talks
between Ukrainian and US
officials in Miami ended on
Saturday with no apparent
breakthrough. with Zelensky

committing to further
negotiations.
The  Ukrainian  president

will be received in London
by British Prime Minister
Keir ~Starmer. along with
the German chancellor and
French president to discuss the
negotiations.

British ~ Foreign  Secretary
Yvette Cooper is meanwhile
expected in Washington on
Monday. where she will meet
her American counterpart
Marco Rubio.

“The UK and US will reaffirm
their commitment to reaching
a peace deal in Ukraine.” the
Foreign Office in London said.
announcing Cooper’s visit.
Moscow  has  meanwhile
continued to  strike its
neighbor. wounding at least
nine people overnight Sunday
to Monday. according to
Ukrainian officials.
Zelensky said he joined

(33

substantive and constructive”
call with US envoys Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kushner
during the Miami negotiations.

about real peace.” Zelensky
said on Telegram. adding that
the parties agreed “on the next
steps and the format of the talks

o

Sunday. telling reporters “I
have to say that I'm a little bit
disappointed that President
Zelensky hasn’t yet read the
proposal. that was as of a few

Russian President Vladimir
Putin at the Kremlin last week.
with Moscow rejecting parts of
the US proposal.

French President Emmanuel
Macron ahead of Monday’s

Russia’s “escalatory path.”
“We will continue these
efforts with the Americans to
provide Ukraine with security
guarantees. without which no
robust and lasting peace will be
possible.” Macron wrote on X.
He added: “We must continue
to exert pressure on Russia to
compel it to choose peace.”

Hot and cold

Washington’s initial plan to
bring an end to the almost
four-year ~ war  involved
Ukraine surrendering land
that Russia has not been able to
win on the battlefield in return
for security promises that fall
short of Kyiv’s aspirations to
join NATO.

But the nature of the security
guarantees that Ukraine could
get has so far been shrouded in
uncertainty. beyond an initial
plan saying that jets to defend
Kyiv could be based in Poland.
Trump has blown hot and cold
on Ukraine since returning
to office in January. initially
embracing Putin and chastising
Zelensky for not being grateful
for US support.

But he has also grown
frustrated that his efforts to
persuade Putin to end the
war. including a summit in
Alaska. have failed to produce
results and he recently slapped

his negotiators for a

very

Australian bushiires raze homes

YDNEY/WELLINGTON:

An Australian firefighter
was killed overnight after he
was struck by a tree while
trying to control a bushfire that
had destroyed homes and burnt
large swathes of bushland north
of Sydney: authorities said on
Monday.
Emergency crews rushed to
bushland near the rural town
of Bulahdelah: 200 kilometers
north of Sydney: after reports
that a tree had fallen on a man.
The 59-year-old suffered a
cardiac arrest and died at the
scene: officials said.
Prime  Minister = Anthony
Albanese said the “terrible
news is a somber reminder” of
the dangers faced by emergency
services personnel as they work
to protect homes and families.
“We honor that bravery
every day.” Albanese said in a
statement.
A fast-moving fire over the
weekend destroyed 16 homes
in New South Wales state’s
Central Coast region: home
to about 350,000 people and
a commuter region just north
of Sydney. Resident Rouchelle
Doust: from the hard-hit town
of Koolewong: said she and
her husband tried to save their
home as flames advanced.
“He’s up there in his bare
feet trying to put it out. and

he’s trying and trying: and

I'm screaming at him to
come down:.” Doust told the
Australian Broadcasting Corp.
“Everything’s  in  it: his
grandmother’s stuffi  his
mother’s stuffi all my stuff —
everything: it’s all gone: the
whole lot.”

Conditions eased overnight
allowing officials to downgrade
fire danger alerts. though
the weather bureau warned
some inland towns in the state
could hit more than 40 degrees
Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) on
Tuesday: raising fire dangers.
More than 50 bushfires were
burning across New South
Wales as of Monday.

On the island state of Tasmania;
a 700-hectare blaze at Dolphin
Sands: about 150km northeast
of the state capital of Hobart(
destroyed 19 homes and
damaged 40. The fire has been
contained: but residents have
been warned not to return as
conditions remain dangerous:
officials said.

Authorities have warned of
a high-risk bushfire season
during Australia’s summer
months from December to
February. with  increased
chances of extreme heat across
large parts of the country
following several relatively
quiet years.

“Ukraine is committed to with America.”
continuing to work honestly But Trump criticized his hoursago.”
with the American side to bring  Ukrainian  counterpart on

Witkoff and Kushner had met

talks slammed what he called

sanctions on Russian oil firms.

Indonesia says more than $3 billion in
recovery funds required aiter Sumara floods

AKARTA: Indonesia’s

Sumatra island will require
51.82 trillion rupiah ($3.11
billion) in reconstruction
and recovery funds following
a series of deadly floods:
senior government officials
said.
The death toll from the
cyclone-induced floods and
landslides reached 950 as of
Monday. with 274 people
still missing: according to
official data. The storms
also killed about 200 people
in southern Thailand and

Malaysia.
Suharyanto  head of
Indonesia’s disaster

mitigation agency: said that
the recovery funds needed
across the three provinces
of Aceh: North Sumatra
and West Sumatra may
still increase as the agency
continues to calculate how
much damage has been
done.

Among the three provinces
affected: Aceh needs the
most funds: amounting to a
total of 25.41 trillion rupiah.
Suharyanto said at a cabinet
meeting led by President
Prabowo Subianto in Aceh
province late on Sunday.
North Sumatra and West
Sumatra will require 12.88
trillion and 13.52 trillion
rupiah  respectively. he
added.

The reconstruction process
will soon begin in some
areas in North Sumatra and
West Sumatra; which have
recovered relatively welli he
said.

“So. areas that are already
in better condition can start
the reconstruction process.
We will relocate people

living in evacuation centers

Responding to the initial

to  temporary  houses.” estimated recovery cost:
Suharyanto said without Prabowo said his calculations
providing a timeline. were “similar.”  without

The temporary houses are
40 square-meter plywood
structures  built by the
government  for  people
affected by natural disasters.

“In the next phase: they will
be relocated into permanent
houses: built by the housing
ministry.” he added.

elaborating whether he will
approve the spending or not.
“The point is we have the
capacity and we will do it
meticulously and do our best
to manage it.” Prabowo said.
Prabowo also said that
conditions in some areas
remained serious: with rice

fieldsc dams and a large
number of houses especially
affected.

“The local leaders reported
that there are quite a number
of houses that we must help
rebuild:” he said.

“In some places; there are
still challenges.” he said
adding that the distribution
of medication and clothes
to the residents must also
become a priority.
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