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EWYORK: AUN Security

Council delegation
wrapped up its visit to
Lebanon on Friday. saying the
trip underscored international
backing for the country at
what it described as a pivotal
moment for maintaining calm
along its southern border and
advancing implementation of
long-standing UN resolutions.
Samuel Zbogar. Slovenia’s
ambassador to the UN and
president of the Security
Council for December. said the
delegation had received “warm
hospitality” from Lebanese
officials. and highlighted the
council’s “strongcommitment”
to Lebanon’s stability and that
of the wider region.
“The council regularly
deliberates on the situation in
Lebanon and along the Blue
Line.” Zbogar told reporters in
Beirut.
He said the visit is a further
demonstration of the council’s
commitment. coming at a
pivotal time for implementing
relevant resolutions and the
ceasefire agreement between
Israel and Hezbollah brokered

in November 2024.

During the trip. the delegation
held meetings with Lebanon’s
president. parliament speaker.
prime minister and foreign
minister.

Members were also briefed by
the commander of the Lebanese
Armed Forces. the head of the

-

UN delegation wraps up Lebanon visit with call for
International backing for country at ‘pivotal’ juncture

UN peacekeeping mission. UN
officials in Lebanon. and a US
general involved in the ceasefire
mechanism.

The delegation also toured the
Blue Line area and UNIFIL
headquarters.

Zbogar  said  discussions
focused on Lebanon’s political.

Qatar PM says Gaza truce incomplete
without ‘Tull withdrawal’ by Israel

economic.  and security
situation. with  particular
attention to UNIFIL’s work and
the Lebanese Armed Force’s
role in maintaining stability.

< . . . .

This mission is a
demonstration of the
international community’s

support for Lebanon and its

people.” he said. reaffirming
the council’s backing for the
country’s territorial integrity.
sovereignty. and  political
independence.

He urged all parties to uphold
last year’s ceasefire agreement
and noted “progress achieved
by Lebanon this year.” He also

2025 Jg¥1 54l (8) ol ‘ 1 4
(3991) adalt

praised UNIFIL and the UN
Special Coordinator’s office
for their role in de-escalation
efforts. adding that the safety
of peacekeepers “must be
respected and they must never
be targeted.”

Zbogar called for intensified
international support to the
Lebanese  Armed  Forces.
including for their continued
deployment south of the Litani
River. and welcomed the
government’s commitment to
ensuring a state monopoly on
arms.

He said the council also used
the visit to examine options
for implementing Resolution
1701 once UNIFIL leaves
Lebanon. saying that the
issue will require “thorough
conversation during 2026” and
that members were awaiting
recommendations from the
UN secretary-general.

The delegation also reiterated
support for Lebanon’s
economic and institutional
reforms. which international
donors have made a condition
for unlocking major recovery
and reconstruction assistance.
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OHA: Negotiations on

consolidating the US-backed truce
in the war in Gaza are at a “critical”
moment. Qatar’s Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani
said on Saturday.
Mediators are working to force the next
phase of ceasefire forward. the Qatari
prime minister. whose country has been
a key mediator in the war. said during a
panel at the Doha Forum conference in
Qatar.
“We are at a critical moment. It’s not
yet there. So what we have just done is
a pause.” Al-Thani said. referring to
violence subsiding after the Gaza truce
took effect nearly a month ago.
“We cannot consider it yet a ceasefire.
A ceasefire cannot be completed unless
there is a full withdrawal of the Israeli
forces — (untily there is stability back in
Gaza. people can go in and out — which
is not the case today.”
Talks on achieving the next stages of
US President Donald Trump’s plan to

]
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end the two-year war in the Palestinian
enclave have been ongoing.
The plan calls for an interim technocratic

Palestinian ~ government in Gaza.
overseen by an international “board of
peace” and backed by an international
security force. Agreeing on the makeup
and mandate of the international security
force has been particularly challenging.
On Thursday. an Israeli delegation held
talks in Cairo with mediators on the
immediate return of the last hostage held
in Gaza. which would complete a key
initial part of Trump’s plan.

Since the fragile truce started. Hamas
has returned all 20 living hostages and
27 bodies in exchange for around 2.000
Palestinian detainees and convicted
prisoners.

Violence has tailed off since the October
10 ceasefire but Israel has continued to
strike Gaza and conduct demolitions
of what it says is Hamas infrastructure.
Hamas and Israel have traded blame for
violating the US-backed agreement.

| India nightelub fire Kills 23 in Goa )

UMBAL India: At least 23 people

were killed in a fire at a popular
nightclub in the west Indian state of Goa.
chief minister Pramod Sawant and other
officials said early Sunday.
Several tourists were among the dead
in the blaze. which broke out at about
midnight at a club in Arpora in North
Goa district. according to officials cited
by the Press Trust of India news agency.
“Today is a very painful day for all of us
in Goa. A major fire incident at Arpora
has taken the lives of 23 people.” Sawant
wrote on X. “I visited the incident site
and have ordered an inquiry into this
incident.” he said.

“Those found responsible will face most
stringent action under the law — any
negligence will be dealt with firmly.”

The minister said he was deeply grieved
and offered his condolences to the
bereaved families.

Sawant told journalists at the scene that
“three to four” tourists had died.

Three people died from burn injuries.
while the others died from suffocation.
he said.

Goa. a former Portuguese colony on the
shores of the Arabian Sea. lures millions
of tourists every year with its nightlife.
sandy beaches and laid-back coastal
atmosphere.

Sudanese paramilitary drone attack Kills 50,
Including 33 children in Kordoian, doctor Sroup Says

AIRO: A drone

attack by  the
Sudanese  paramilitary
forces hit a kindergarten
in south-central Sudan.
killing 50 people.
including 33 children. a
doctors’ group said.
Paramedics on the scene
in the town of Kalogi
in  South  Kordofan
state were targeted in
“a second unexpected
attack.” Sudan Doctors’
Network said in a
statement late Friday.
Emergency Lawyers. a
rights group tracking
violence against civilians
in Sudan reported in
a statement Saturday
the second strike on
paramedics treating
survivors in Kalogi and
said “a third civilian site
near the previous two”
was also attacked.
The group condemned
the attack. blaming the
paramilitary group. the
Rapid Support Forces.
or RSF. for the strikes.
calling them “a flagrant
violation of international
humanitarian law.
including the protection
of civilians. especially
children. and vital
civilian infrastructure.”
The death toll s
expected to be higher.
but communication
blackouts in the area have
made it difficult to report
casualties.
Thursday’s attack is the
latest in the fighting
between the RSF. and
the Sudanese military.
who have been at war for
over two years. It is now
concentrating in the oil-
rich Kordofan states.
“Killing  children in
their school is a horrific
violation of children’s
rights.” said UNICEF
Representative for
Sudan Sheldon Yett in a
statement Friday.
“Children should never
pay the price of conflict.”

said Yett.

UN Human Rights Chief

RSF’s violent takeover

He said UNICEF urges
all parties “to stop these
attacks immediately and
allow safe. unhindered
access for humanitarian
assistance to reach those
in desperate need.”
Hundreds of civilians
were killed throughout
the Kordofan  states
in the last few weeks
as intensified fighting
shifted from Darfur after
the RSF took over the
besieged city of el-Fasher.
Sudanese military aerial
strikes on Sunday killed
at least 48 people. mostly
civilians. in Kauda. South
Kordofan.

Volker Turk warned that
Kordofan could face new
atrocities like those in el-
Fasher.

Separately. the  RSF
condemnedinastatement
Friday a drone strike on
the Chad-Sudan border.
accusing the Sudanese
military of being behind
it and posted a video
showing billowing black
smoke. This couldn’t be
independently  verified
and it is unclear whether
there were casualties in
this strike. There was no
immediate comment
from the  Sudanese
military.

of el-Fasher was marked
with  executions  of
civilians.  rapes and
sexual assaults. and other
atrocities. Thousands
escaped and thousands
more are feared killed or
trapped in the city.

The RSF and the
Sudanese military have
been fighting for power
over Sudan since 2023.
More than 40.000 people
were killed in the war.
according to the World
Health Organization.
and 12 million displaced.
However. aid groups say
the true death toll could
be way higher.
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Hong Kong election (urnout
In focus amid anger over deadly fire

ONG KONG: Hong Kong’s

citizens were voting on Sunday
in an election where the focus is on
turnout. with residents grieving and
traumatized after the city’s worst fire
in nearly 80 years and the authorities
scrambling to avoid a broader public
backlash.
Security was tight in the northern
district of Tai Po. close to the border
with mainland China. where the fire
engulfed seven towers. The city is
holding elections for the Legislative
Council. in which only candidates
vetted as “patriots” by the China-
backed Hong Kong government
may run.
Residents are angry over the blaze
that killed at least 159 people and
took nearly two days to extinguish
after it broke out on November
26. The authorities say substandard
building materials used in renovating
a high-rise housing estate were
responsible for fueling the fire.
Eager to contain the public dismay.
authorities have launched criminal
and corruption investigations into
the blaze. and roughly 100 police
patrolled the area around Wang Fuk
Court. the site of the fire. early on
Sunday.
A resident in his late 70s named
Cheng. who lives near the charred
buildings. said he would not vote.
“I'm very upset by the great fire.” he
said during a morning walk. “This
is a result of a flawed government
... There is not a healthy system now

and I won’t vote to support those
pro-establishment politicians who
failed us.”

Cheng declined to give his full
name. saying he feared authorities
would target those who criticize the
government.

At a memorial site near the burned-
out residential development. a sign
said authorities plan to clear the area
after the election concludes close to
midnight. suggesting government
anxiety over public anger.

Beijing’s national security office in
Hong Kong has said it would crack
down on any “anti-China” protest
in the wake of the fire and warned
against using the disaster to “disrupt
Hong Kong.”
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China’s national security office in
Hong Kong warned senior editors
with a number of foreign media
outlets at a meeting in the city
on Saturday not to spread “false
information” or “smear” government
efforts to deal with the fire.

The blaze is a major test of Beijing’s
grip on the former British colony.
which it has transformed under a
national security law after mass pro-
democracy protests in 2019.

An election overhaul in 2021 also
mandated that only pro-Beijing
“patriots” could run for the global
financial hub’s 90-seat legislature
and. analysts say. further reduced
the space for meaningful democratic
participation.

Publicly inciting a vote boycott was
criminalized as part of the sweeping
changes that effectively squeezed
out pro-democracy voices in Hong
Kong. Pro-democracy voters. who
traditionally made up about 60

percent of Hong Kong’s electorate.
have since shunned elections.

The number of registered voters for
Sunday’s polls — 4.13 million — has
dropped for the fourth consecutive
year since 2021. when a peak of 4.47

million people were registered.

Seven people had been arrested as
of Thursday for inciting others not
to vote. the city’s anti-corruption

body said.

Hong Kong and Chinese officials
have stepped up calls for people to

vote.

“We absolutely need all voters

to come out and vote today.

because every vote represents our
push for reform. our protection
of the victims of disaster. and a
representation of our will to unite
and move forward together.” Hong
Kong leader John Lee said after

casting his vote.

Hong Kong’s national

to “actively participate in voting.”

saying it was critical in supporting

reconstruction  efforts the
government after the fire.

“Every voter is a stakeholder in the
homeland of Hong Kong.” the office
said in a statement. “If you truly love

Hong Kong. you will vote sincerely.”

by

ONDON: Within  living

memory. knowledge of the
famously vivid night skies over
Arabia was essential for the safe
passage of sailors on the high seas.
and travelers crossing the region’s
great. trackless deserts.
Now. fascination  with. and
knowledge of. the heavenly
bodies over the deserts of Saudi
Arabia is flourishing once again as
astronomy and simple stargazing
are poised to play a starring role in
the development of the Kingdom
as an attractive destination for
cultural tourism.
The science of astronomy
flourished during the Golden
Age of Islam. from the 9th to the
13th centuries. to the extent that

Why Saudi Arabia’s desert night skies
are becoming a magnet for stargazers

conservation strategy. and a clear
commitment to education and
public access.”

Naif Al-Malik. executive program
director at AlUla Manara.
welcomed the accreditation as
“a major boost ... particularly
to the development of a new
astrotourism ecosystem.”

He added: “Preserving and
celebrating access to the night sky
is an important part of what makes
AlUla a unique destination where
visitors can explore the natural.
scientific and cultural world. while
alsoraisingawarenessoftheimpact
of light pollution and the need to
protect dark skies globally.” In its
accreditation. DarkSky noted that
amid stunning rocky landscapes.

security
office urged residents on Thursday

News

Hiegse says he would fave ordered
second Strike on Cartbbean vessel

ASHINGTON: US Defense Secretary

Pete Hegseth said on Saturday that
he backs a September 2 decision to launch a
second strike on a suspected drug boat in the
Caribbean.
“I fully support that strike.” Hegseth said at
the Reagan National Defense Forum in Simi
Valley. California. “I would have made the
same call myself.”
A video of the attack was shown to members
of Congress on Capitol Hill behind closed
doors on Thursday. days after reports surfaced
that the commander overseeing the operation
ordered a second strike to take out two survivors
to comply with Hegseth’s direction that
everyone should be killed.
Officials from President Donald Trump’s
administration have since said that Hegseth
did not order the additional strike. and that
Admiral Frank Bradley. who led the Joint
Special Operations Command at the time.
concluded the boat’s wreckage must be
neutralized because it might contain cocaine.
Hegseth on Saturday repeated his account
of the day. saying that he had seen the first
strike on September 2. but then left the room
to attend another meeting. He declined to say
whether the administration would release the
full video. calling the issue “under review.”
The September 2 attack was the first of 22 on
vessels in the southern Caribbean and Pacific
carried out by the US military as part of what
the Trump administration calls a campaign to
stem the flow of illegal drugs into the United
States.
The strikes have killed 87 people. with one
carried out in the eastern Pacific on Thursday.
Accounts of the September 2 strikes have
prompted concerns that US forces carried out
a war crime.
The video of the attack shown to lawmakers
showed two men clinging to wreckage after
their vessel was destroyed. according to two
sources familiar with the imagery.
They were shirtless. unarmed and carried no
visible communications equipment.
The Defense Department’s Law of War
Manual forbids attacks on combatants who are
incapacitated. unconscious or shipwrecked.
as long as they abstain from hostilities and do
not attempt to escape. The manual cites firing
upon shipwreck survivors as an example of a
“clearly illegal” order that should be refused.
The Trump administration has framed the
attacks as a war with drug cartels. calling them
armed groups and saying the drugs being
carried to the United States kill Americans.

supporters of Venezuelan
opposition leader Maria Corin
Mactiado march in cities worldwide

Moorish Spain to Egypt and even
China. was entering its Golden
Age (and) astronomy was of
particular interest.”

Now. in the dramatic landscapes
of northwestern Saudi Arabia.
astronomy is becoming a subject
of particular interest once again.
Near the ancient Nabataean city
of Hegra. work is underway on a
unique visitor attraction. AlUla
Manara. described by the Royal
Commission for AlUla as “a
place unlike anywhere else on
Earth. an inspiring destination
within a destination where the
universe unveils its secrets. a space
dedicated to advancing research
and education in astronomy and
space science.”

The full details are not expected
to be revealed until next year but.
says the RCU. AlUla Manara will
be “an architectural marvel and
state-of-the-art facility that invites
visitors to explore the wonders of
the cosmos.”

Interactive exhibits.  high-
tech telescopes and immersive

and modern scientific discovery.”
As a hub for astrotourism. the
attraction will offer “unique
stargazing experiences. drawing
visitors from around the world
to connect with the cosmos in an
unforgettable way.”

AlUla is already recognized as a
unique destination for stargazing.
In October 2024. AlUla Manara
and Gharameel Nature Reserve.
two key protected areas covering a
total of 2.334 sq. km. were formally
designated as an International
Dark Sky Park.

This certification.  awarded
by the organization DarkSky
International. was a first for the
Gulf region. As a spokesperson for
AlUla said at the time. it recognizes
“a vast stretch of desert where the
stars can still be seen as they were
byancient travelers: clearly. vividly
and without interference.”

AlUla joins the ranks of 249
other dark-sky locations around
the world certified by DarkSky
International since 2001. To earn
its certification. AlUla had to
demonstrate “strict environmental

the reserves at AlUla “offer
captivating and surreal desert
vistas paired with stunning views
of the night sky. Thanks to their
isolation from urban lights. and
optimal atmospheric conditions.
AlUla is the perfect destination for
travelers seeking an unparalleled
dark-sky experience.”

There is also much to see nearby at
ground level. including towering
rock formations sculpted by the
desert winds. and the ancient
ruins and rock art of the Nabatean
civilization. But as the sun sets and
dusk gives way to true darkness.
unspoiled by man-made lighting.
“another spectacle unfolds. as
travelers are greeted by thousands
of stars and the Milky Way arching
across the night sky.” creating “one
of the best stargazing spots in the
world.” Even before AlUla Manara
is fully up and running. curious
tourists are already traveling
to the area to sample the new
“astrotourism” on offer. camping
under clear night skies for organized
in which “Bedouin

many stars still have their original
Arabic names. including Altair
in the constellation Aquila. and
Aldebaran in Taurus.

The astronomical terms azimuth
and nadir. still in universal use.
are also Arabic in origin. and Arab
scientists are credited with the
invention of navigational tools
such as the astrolabe. an ingenious
mechanical computer that could
be used to fix a ship’s position
by the stars. or to indicate the
direction of Makkah.

In addition to creating the famous
House of Wisdom academy. the
Abbasid Caliph Abu Al-Mamun
(who ruled from 813 to 833
A.D.) also built the region’s first
observatory in Baghdad.

As the journal Astronomy has
noted: “While the pinnacle of
the science is most commonly
thought to have been during the
Renaissance. it actually began a
thousand years earlier and 8.000
kilometers to the east.” While in
the Dark Ages “Europe was in

of Venezuelan
opposition leader Maria Corina Machado

ARACAS: Supporters

demonstrated Saturday in several cities
worldwide to commemorate her Nobel Peace
Prize win ahead of the prestigious award
ceremony next week.

Dozens of people marched through Madrid.
Utrecht. Buenos Aires. Lima and other cities
in support of Machado. whose organization
wants to use theattention gained by theaward to
highlight Venezuela’s democratic aspirations.
The organization expected demonstrations
in more than 80 cities around the world on
Saturday.

The crowd in Lima carried portraits of
Machado and demanded a “Free Venezuela.”
With the country’s yellow. blue and red flag
draped over their backs or emblazoned on
their caps. demonstrators clutched posters that
read. “The Nobel Prize is from Venezuela.”
Venezuelan Verdnica Duran. who has lived
in Lima for eight years. said Machado’s Nobel

an intellectual coma. the Islamic
empire. which stretched from

workshops “will bridge the gap
between ancient celestial wisdom

and lighting controls. a long-term

experiences
storytelling meets astrophysics.”

Peace Prize is celebrated because “it represents
all Venezuelans. the fallen and the political
prisoners in their fight to recover democracy.”
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