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give French
president rockstar
greeting in China
2
.30
>
?’;» 557l
& R
il 314 e
Wb 0 0
. 3 530wl
(3990) st 3 N
3,
e
X
2

Saudi Arabia, regional
partners reject any
move to displace
Palestinians from Gaza

Russian drone strike
kills 12-year-old boy in
Ukraine as peace talks
kept under wraps
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Lebanon is committed
to talks with Israel
to avoid more

war, president says
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News

Screaming Students ive French
president WCKSI _greeing In Chin

HENGDU. China: Surrounded by
security. French President Emmanuel
Macron made his way through crowds of
young fans. screaming with excitement. at
a university in southern China on Friday.
receiving a greeting more reminiscent of a rock
star than a politician.
Hundreds of students and residents lined up
outside a university sports hall in Chengdu to
welcome Macron. some waiting for hours for
the resident’s arrival.
“I'm delighted and honored that he has come
to Chengdu and our Sichuan University.”
21-year-old material sciences student Ye
Maoxuan said. describing the French leader as
“charming.”
With a wall of students’ cellphone cameras
fixed on the French head of state. the buzz
around Macron’s visit quickly spread via social
media.
He had already caused a stir after he was filmed
on a surprise jog in a local park on Friday
morning.
“We saw the videos online. He looks like he is
still very lean and very healthy.” said 20-year-
old student Su Chang. standing behind
temporary barriers erected to contain the
waiting crowd.
When Macron arrived around 3 p.m.. students
jostled for a chance to shake his hand in
rapturous scenes that echoed his 2023 visit to
a university campus in Guangzhou.
Macron arrived in Chengdu on Thursday
evening after talks with President Xi Jinping
in Beijing that canvassed relations between
the two governments. and as the French leader
sought to shore up Chinese support for a path
to a ceasefire in Ukraine.
Closer to home. Sichuan University students
said they hoped Macron’s visit would bring
stronger academic ties.
“I think we should carry out some cooperative
projects between our universities and France.”
Ye. the material sciences student. said as he
waited to enter the venue via a security check.
“China and France have advantages in different
fields. so that we can learn from each other.”
While the president spent the afternoon on
campus. his wife. Brigitte Macron. paid a visit
to Chengdu’s giant panda research base.
The two nations signed an agreement to bring
two pandas from China to France by 2027.
replacing two that were recently returned to
Chengdu from a French zoo.
“Sending the pandas to France is a display
of the very friendly interactions between the
Chinese and French people.” clinical medicine
student Gu Xingyu said. ahead of Macron’s
arrival.
“Wereallyhope ... it can promote the friendship
between our two countries.”

FIEA gives President Donald Trump
 [eace prize in a departure
[rom s traditional focus on Sport

ASHINGTON: President  Donald

Trump was awarded the new FIFA
peace prize on Friday at the 2026 World Cup
draw — giving the soccer spectacle to set
matchups for the quadrennial tournament even
more of a Trumpian flair.
Trump. who has openly campaigned for the
Nobel Peace Price. had been heavily favored to
win the newly created FIFA prize.
He and FIFA president Gianni Infantino are
close allies. and Infantino had made it clear that
he thought Trump should have won the Nobel
for his efforts to broker a ceasefire in Gaza.
“This is your prize. this is your peace prize.”
Infantino said. He has repeatedly spoken about
soccer as a unifier for the world. but the prize
is a departure from the federation’s traditional
focus on sport.
Trump told reporters upon arriving at the
Kennedy Center that he didn’t know whether
he was going to get the award. and added: “I
don’t need prizes. I just want to save lives.”

-

Report higkignts role of Brifish Muslim charitabie
OIving In supporting UK public services

ONDON: British Muslim

charitable giving is playing
an  increasingly  significant
role in supporting frontline
public services across the
UK. according to a new
report by policy and research
organization Equi.
The study. “Building Britain:
British Muslims Giving Back.”
finds that donations from
British Muslims are helping to
bolster overstretched services.
including local councils. the
NHS and welfare systems. at
a time of growing financial

pressure.
The report estimates that
Muslim  donors  contribute

around £2.2 billion ($2.9 billion)
annually. making them the UK’s
most generous community.
This figure is around four
times the national giving
average and rises to almost
10 times the average among
higher earners.

According to the findings.
Muslim-led ~ charities  are
providing a wide range of
support. including  housing
assistance. emergency  cash
grants. food provision and
mental health services. easing
demand on statutory services.
Equi points to evidence from
2023 showing that housing
support delivered by the
National Zakat Foundation
helped prevent evictions that
would have cost councils an
estimated £28.8 million. with
every £1 of charitable spending
generating £73 in public sector
savings.

The report also highlights a
generational shift. with younger
British Muslims increasingly
directing  their ~ donations
toward domestic causes such as
homelessness. child poverty and
mental health challenges.
Despite their growing impact.
Muslim charities face a number
of barriers. including de-
banking. restrictive funding
rules. securitization measures
and what the report describes
as limited recognition from
government. Equi argues
that these challenges are
constraining the sector’s ability
to maximize its contribution.
“British Muslim giving is not
just generosity but a lifeline
for public services that needs
recognizing.” said Equi
Managing Director Prof. Javed
Khan.

“From preventing evictions
to supporting mental health.
these donations are saving
millions for the taxpayer and
strengthening communities

across Britain. The evidence is
clear that Muslim-led action
is delivering frontline support
where the state is struggling.” he
added.

Equi is calling on policymakers
to engage more closely with
Muslim-led charities and to
move beyond what it describes
as symbolic recognition.

The  report  recommends
measures such as UK-based
match-funding schemes and
greater faith literacy within
policymaking. which it says
could unlock billions of
pounds in additional domestic
spending while maintaining
the UK’s global humanitarian
commitments.

The study concluded that
with  greater  collaboration
between  government and
Muslim  charities. charitable
giving could play an even
more transformative role in
strengthening public services
and social cohesion across the
country.

NTANANARIVO.

Madagascar:
Madagascar’s new ruler told
France 24 on Friday that he
wanted former President
Andry Rajoelina to stand trial
for “crimes” including the
shooting of demonstrators in
unrest that led him to flee in
October.
Col. Michael Randrianirina
also said in an interview with
the French broadcaster that
he remained committed to
a plan to call new elections
in the Indian Ocean island
within two years.
Youth-led demonstrations
that started in September
against persistent water and
power shortages snowballed
into a protest movement
that the government tried to
stop with a crackdown. which
left many people dead and
injured.
After Randrianirina’s
CAPSAT army unit
announced its support for
the protesters on Oct. 14.
Rajoelina fled with the help
of French forces. and his
whereabouts are still not
known.

France’s role in

secretly
helping Rajoelina to escape
had outraged people who

wanted him to stand
trial. although it had also
“stabilized” the situation. said
the army colonel. who was
sworn in as president on Oct.
17. “There were injuries. there
were human losses. Our wish
is to try him in Madagascar.”
he told France24.

“Everything that happened
in Madagascar stems from

Ousted Madagascar president
must face justice, SﬂYS new leader

the president’s initiatives.
the president’s orders. even
the bullet wounds. These
are crimes that could be
subject to trial.” he said.
accusing the former leader of
impoverishing the nation.
Rajoelina’s wealthy
businessman ally Maminiaina
“Mamy” Ravatomanga. who
fled to neighboring Mauritius
as the tensions mounted.
should also face justice. the
colonel said. “Our resources
have been plundered.” he
said.
Randrianirina
administration’s plan
for Madagascar included
a  national consultation
starting next week.
followed by a constitutional

said  his

referendum and elections
within two years. Asked if
he would stand for election.
he said: “Right now. I am
working. and I am not
thinking about being a
candidate at this time.”

The colonel also denied
that he had seized control
in a coup. saying the
Constitutional Court had
“transferred power” to him.
After speaking with French
President Emmanuel Macron
last month. he had agreed
to accept support from
France. the colonel said.
Asked about the National
Assembly president’s recent
trip to Moscow. he said.
“We are open to all types of
collaboration.”
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Russian drone Strike Kills
12-year-old boy in Ukraine as
peace (alks kept under wraps

YIV: Russian drones struck a house in

central Ukraine. killing a 12-year-old
boy. officials said. while long-range Ukrainian
strikes reportedly targeted a Russian port and
an oil refinery as US peace efforts continued
out of public view.
US special envoy Steve Witkoft and Trump’s
son-in-law Jared Kushner’s meeting in Florida
on Thursday with Rustem Umerov. Ukraine’s
lead negotiator. was “productive.” according to
a White House official who was not authorized
to comment publicly and spoke on the
condition of anonymity.
The American and Ukrainian officials were due
to brief their respective leaders on Friday and
reconvene for further talks later in the day . the
official added.
The talks came after discussions between
President Vladimir Putin and the US envoys at
the Kremlin on Tuesday.
Previous diplomatic attempts to break the
deadlock have come to nothing and the
nearly four-year war has continued unabated.
Officials largely have kept a lid on how the
latest talks are going. though Trump’s initial
28-point plan was leaked.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said
his country’s delegation in Miami wanted to
hear from the US side about the talks at the
Kremlin.
Zelensky. as well as European leaders backing
him. have repeatedly accused Putin of stalling
in peace talks while the Russian army tries to
press forward with its invasion.
Zelensky said in a video address late Thursday
that officials wanted to know “what other
pretexts Putin has come up with to drag out
the war and to pressure Ukraine.”
Meanwhile. Kremlin foreign affairs adviser
Yuri Ushakov. who accompanied Putin on a
visit to India on Friday. repeated the Russian
leaders’ recent criticism of Europe’s stance
on the peace talks. Kyiv’s European allies are
concerned about possible Russian aggression
beyond Ukraine and want a prospective peace
deal to include strong security guarantees.
Kyiv’s allies in Europe are “constantly putting
forward demands that are unacceptable to
Moscow.” Ushakov told Russia’s state-owned
Zvezda TV. “Putting it mildly. the Europeans
don’t help Washington and Moscow reach a
settlement on the Ukrainian issues.”
French President Emmanuel Macron said
Friday that he made progress during a visit to
Beijing on getting Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s
support for peace efforts.
“We exchanged deeply and truthfully on
all points. and I saw a willingness from the
(Chinese) president to contribute to stability
and peace.” Macron said.
The French president said he stressed that
Ukraine needs guarantees that Russia won’t
attack it again if a settlement is reached and
that Europe must have a voice in negotiations.
“The unity between Americans and Europeans
on the Ukrainian issue is essential. And I say
it. repeat it. emphasize it. We need to work
together.” Macron said.
In Ukraine’s central Dnipropetrovsk region. a
Russian drone attack Thursday night destroyed
a house where the boy was killed and two
women were injured. according to the head of
the regional military administration. Vladyslav
Haivanenko.
The Ukrainian air force said Russia fired 137
drones of various types during the night.
Ukrainian drones attacked a port and an oil
refinery inside Russia overnight as part of
Kyiv’s campaign to disrupt Russian logistics.
Ukraine’s general staff said.
The drones struck Temriuk sea port in Russia’s
Krasnodar region and the Syzran oil refinery in
the Samara region. starting blazes. a statement
said. Syzran is about 800 kilometers (500 miles)
east of the border with Ukraine.
The Russian Defense Ministry said only that its
air defenses intercepted 85 Ukrainian drones
over Russian regions and the illegally annexed
Crimea overnight.
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Saudi Arabia, regional partners reject any
move to displace Palestinians irom Gaza

IYADH: The foreign
inisters of Saudi Arabia.

Egypt. Jordan. UAE. Indonesia.
Pakistan. Turkiye and Qatar on
Friday expressed deep concern
over Israeli statements about the
opening of the Rafah crossing
in one direction only. the Saudi
Press Agency reported.
In a joint statement. the ministers
said it was a move that could
facilitate the displacement of
Palestinians from the Gaza Strip
into Egypt.
They firmly rejected any attempts
to force Palestinians from their
land. stressing the need for full
adherence to the plan put forward
by US President Donald Trump.
which stipulated opening of the
Rafah crossing in both directions
and guaranteeing freedom of
movement without coercion.
The ministers emphasized that
conditions must be created to
allow Palestinians to remain
on their land and take part in
rebuilding their homeland. under

They reiterated their appreciation
for Trump’s commitment to
regional peace and underscored
the importance of implementing
his plan in full and without
obstruction.

The statement also highlighted
the urgent need for a sustained
ceasefire. an end to civilian
suffering. unrestricted
humanitarian access to Gaza. and
the launch of early recovery and
reconstruction efforts.

The ministers further called for
conditions that would enable
the Palestinian Authority to
resume its responsibilities in
the enclave.

The eight countries reaffirmed
their readiness to continue
coordinating with the US and
international partners to ensure
full implementation of UN
Security Council Resolution 2803
and other relevant resolutions.
in pursuit of a just and lasting
peace based on international
law and the two-state solution.

a comprehensive framework including the establishment of
aimed at restoring stability and an independent Palestinian state
addressing the humanitarian along the 1967 borders with East

crisis in Gaza.

Jerusalem as its capital.

Syria nears anniversary of Assad’s fall amid
renewed ‘deeply troubling’ abuses, UN warns

EW YORK: Syria is days
away from marking the first
anniversary of the fall of President
Bashar Assad’s regime. but the

country’s interim authorities
face mounting criticism over
continuing abuses and a fragile
security environment. the UN
human rights chief said.

In a statement on Friday. UN
High Commissioner for Human
Rights Volker Turk said early
steps by the interim leadership.
including the creation of national
commissions for transitional
justice and missing persons. and
investigative bodies examining
violence in coastal areas and in
Suweida. were “encouraging but
only the beginning” of a long
process of accountability.

Trials for suspects linked to
last year’s coastal violence
have begun. and a draft law on
transitional justice has been
announced. But Turk said the
human rights situation remains
deeply troubling.

According to the UN. hundreds
of people have been killed

over the past year in summary
executions. arbitrary killings.
and abductions.  Victims
include members of minority
communities and individuals
accused of ties to the former
government.  Deaths were
attributed to gunfire. stabbings.
blunt-force attacks. shelling.
hand grenades and explosive
remnants of war.

The UN said perpetrators include
security forces under the interim
authorities. armed  groups
aligned with them. remnants of
the former government’s forces.
local militias. and unidentified
armed actors.

Investigators also documented
reports of sexual violence.
arbitrary  detention. looting.
destruction of homes. forced
evictions. and property
confiscations.  along with
restrictions on free expression
and peaceful assembly.

Turk warned that rising hate
speech. both online and on the
streets. had intensified violence
against Alawite. Druze. Christian.
and Bedouin communities.

The past year has also seen
repeated Israeli military
operations inside Syrian territory.
including incursions and the
occupation of additional areas.
The UN said it had received
reports of civilian casualties
in a recent Israeli strike near
Damascus. along with arrests and
home searches carried out during
military actions.

Turk expressed concern that
former armed groups have been
integrated into new security
forces without adequate human
rights checks. raising the risk of
repeat violations.

News

Lebanon 1§ committed to (alks wi
[srael to avold more war, president says

EIRUT: Lebanese

President Joseph Aoun
told a visiting UN Security
Council delegation on Friday
that Lebanon has chosen the
path of negotiations. not
war. with Israel. as tensions
continue to rise along the
southern border between the
countries.
Former ambassador Simon
Karam has been appointed
to lead the Lebanese
delegation in  ceasefire
discussions with Israel. he
added. in an effort “to spare
the country another round of
violence.”
Aoun’s comments came
during talks in Beirut
with the 15-member UN
delegation. which was led
by Ambassador Samuel
Zbogar  from  Slovenia.
which holds the presidency
of the Security Council this
month.
On Wednesday. Lebanese
and Israeli civilian
representatives held their
first direct talks in decades in
Ras Al-Naqoura. beginning
what Aoun described as “a
new phase of negotiations.”
He continued: “Wars have
never  brought  lasting
solutions. Only negotiations
can create the conditions for
stability. resolve outstanding
issues and reduce the
suffering of civilians.”
The  Security  Council
delegates traveled to Beirut
from Damascus. where they
had met Syrian officials
on Thursday to reaffirm
international support for
Syria in the aftermath of the
fall of the Assad regime a
year ago.
In Lebanon. their meetings
focused on implementation
of UN Security Council
Resolution 1701. particularly
efforts to place all weapons
under the control of
the Lebanese state. The
resolution was adopted by
the council in 2006 with the
aim of resolving the conflict
that year between Israel and
Hezbollah. It calls for an end
to hostilities. the withdrawal
of all Israeli forces from
Lebanon. the withdrawal of
Hezbollah and other armed
groups from parts of the
country south of the Litani
River. and the disarmament
of Hezbollah and other
armed groups.
Zbogar said the delegation
sought clarity on the
process for disarmament on
nonstate armed groups. and
specifically the continued
armed presence of Hezbollah.
Aoun affirmed the
government’s commitment
to the disarmament process.
He vowed that the Lebanese
army would fulfill its role in
protecting citizens across
the country. especially in the
south. and stressed that there
was a national consensus
that no weapons should exist
outside of state control.
“We have asked all parties to
cooperate in implementing
this decision. even if it takes
time.” he said. “There will be
no turning back.”
Zbogar  reiterated  the
UN’s “full support for the
diplomatic efforts required
to resolve the dispute or
reach a settlement regarding
the international border
with Israel.” The Security
Council also backs the start
of a negotiation process with

Syria. he added.

He also affirmed the
delegation’s  commitment
to stability in Lebanon. and
the wider region. and its
full support for the work
of the UN Interim Force in
Lebanon. the mandate for
which is due to expire at the
end of 2026. With this in
mind. he asked for Lebanon’s
assessment of the future role
of international forces.
Aoun told the delegation
that Lebanon’s peace talks
with Israel were shaped
by national interest. not
international pressure.
“Lebanon’s approach
to the Joint Mechanism
negotiations is not about
appeasing the international
community; it is driven
by Lebanon’s own best
interests.” he said.

“Our decision is final. I have
communicated this to Arab
and international officials.
including US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio. and we
are committed to taking this
path.”

The peace talks aim to enable
the full implementation
of the November 2024
ceasefire agreement between
Lebanon and Israel. end
Israeli hostilities against
Lebanon. secure the release
of prisoners. establish a
timetable for a complete

Israeli ~withdrawal from
occupied areas. and resolve
remaining points of

contention along the Blue
Line. the demarcation line
between the countries set by
the UN in June 2000.

“We hope they will produce
positive results.” Aoun said.
“Ultimately. their success
depends on Israel’s position.”
He highlighted the Lebanese
army’s successes so far in its
efforts to clear the region
south of the Litani River
of armed groups and their
weapons. but reiterated
that the continuing Israeli
occupation of some areas
along the border was
hindering full deployment.
“This. however. did not
prevent the army from
carrying out its mission in
geographically vast regions.
filled with wvalleys. where
access is not always easy.”
Aoun said.

He called on the international

community to support the

army’s mission. stressing
the interconnected nature
of regional stability. and
adding that enhancement
of “Lebanon’s  stability
contributes to the safety of
other brotherly and friendly
countries.”

Regarding Lebanon’s
relationship ~ with  the
UN’s Interim Force.

Aoun confirmed that the
Lebanese army will continue
to coordinate with the
peacekeepers in southern
Lebanon until their “final
day” in the country.

He added: “We had hoped
UNIFIL  would remain
until the army completes its
full deployment along the
internationally  recognized
border.

“We welcome any country
that is willing to keep its
forces. partially or fully. in
place to assist the army after
UNIFIL’s withdrawal at the
end of 2026.”

The  speaker of the
Lebanese parliament.
Nabih  Berri. who also
met the Security Council
delegation. said stability in
southern Lebanon requires
commitments by Israel
to the implementation of
Resolution 1701 and the
2024 ceasefire agreement.
“Negotiating  under fire

is  impermissible  and
unacceptable.” he added.
warning that  “Israel’s

ongoing aggression could
reignite the war.”

During his meeting with the
delegates. Prime Minister
Nawaf Salam stressed the
need for an international
force to provide support
for the army when the
UNIFIL mandate ends. to
avoid a vacuum in southern
Lebanon.

He suggested that a new
international force could
operatewithin theframework
of the UN Truce Supervision
Organization. or as a limited
peacekeeping force similar
to UN  Disengagement
Observer Force in the Golan
Heights. in terms of its tasks.
the nature of deployment
and border control.
Meanwhile. UNIFIL said on
Friday that peacekeepers on
patrol near Bint Jbeil had
been approached by six men

on three mopeds. one of
whom fired approximately
three shots into the back of
their vehicle. No casualties
were reported.

The force said attacks
on peacekeepers ~ “are
unacceptable” and

represent grave violations of
Resolution 1701. It reminded
Lebanese  authorities “of
their obligations to ensure
the safety and security of
peacekeepers. and demand
a full and immediate
investigation to bring the
perpetrators to justice.”

UNIFIL  also  reported
Israeli airstrikes in its area
of operations on Thursday.
while the Lebanese army
continued its operations to
clear unauthorized weapons
and related infrastructure in
southern Lebanon. The force
encouraged the Israeli army
to “benefit from the available
mechanisms for liaison and
coordination.”

In a statement on Friday
during a Hezbollah
gathering in the southern
suburbs of Beirut. the
Iran-backed organization’s
secretary-general. Naim
Qassem. commented on the
negotiation process with
Israel.

“All of our dealings. as a
Lebanese State. with the
Israeli enemy are limited to
the ceasefire agreement.” he
said.

Hezbollah  supports  the
state’s choice to pursue
a diplomatic path to end
hostilities with Israel and
“we stand by its decision to
continue in this direction.”
he added.

However. he argued that the
participation of a civilian
delegation in peace talks was
a violation. because this was
supposed to be contingent
on the cessation of hostilities
by Israel.

“You offered a free
concession. which  won’t
change the enemy’s stance or
aggression.” Qassem told the
Lebanese government.

He also reiterated that
Hezbollah refuses to give up
its weapons in areas north of
the Litani. stating that “this is
an internal Lebanese matter
and we reject any attempt to
erase our existence.”
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