Trump tells Hamas to Arah Coalition announces Israel defends |
disarm or ‘hell to pay’, limited" airstrike targeting Somaliland move at
warns Iran against two ships that smuggled UN amid concerns
resuming nuke program weapons to Yemen over Gaza motives
= “ U
g o Mal! Sl of -
X PR 0 o
Y | 0 gmttS CIL0S it 9 dlglag ol
(a8 = 6:09 Al o * * o 3
shady 1
: = 1240 4 v, q o 1 *
3t il ddoulgy B9aAsdl Mg—all ;o
sl il ¢ ¢
" w o s e 00 Vo a1 a0 1 Jals lgas Joloill 5525 olee
% 710 sl 3 luly &a¥1 3362 ¥1 o Gauiill aganl (upa SIS US ety o LY a4 all & Suall ZEL cdasal
(4014) aual "’5’, S f—*‘ee-"é!ﬁtbx-ﬁ&‘desffi i‘.:-‘é—"l“?:‘ Aol g2 &laa 5,054 lgh! G0 8,258 laeS i Alglns
5 Ao I ailel 2 ¥ SlASY el &bl 3 eals dga 5o il gl
o
«

Bangladesh’s first
female prime
minister, Khaleda
Zia, dies at 80
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2025: The most successiul year
In Syrian history Since 1970

ONDON: One year after the fall of

Bashar Assad: Syrians are holding fast to
hope as 2025 emerges as the country’s most
diplomatically successful year in about five
decades: marked by renewed international
engagement and regional reintegration: even
as the legacy of repression and war remains
deeply etched into daily life.
The scale of that change is best understood
against the longevity of the rule that preceded
it. Modern Syria was shaped by more than five
decades of Assad family dominance: beginning
when Hafez Assad: then defense minister:
seized power in a military coup on Nov. 16
1970.
He formally became president in March 1971,
inaugurating an era of centralized authority
and political repression that would persist
through his son’s presidency.
Over the following decades: Syria drifted
deeper into rigid Cold War alignments:
recurrent confrontations with its neighbors
and: eventually. entrenched international
isolation. That trajectory hardened under
both Hafez and Bashar Assad: leaving little
room for political reform and laying the
groundwork for the uprising that erupted in
2011.
But today. post-Assad optimism was on
display earlier this month: when thousands
gathered in cities including Damascus: Homs:
and Aleppo to mark the anniversary of Assad’s
downfall.
In Damascus’s Umayyad Square. crowds
danced to an Arabic song repeating the chorus:
“Raise your head up high( you're a free Syrian.”
reflecting aspirations shaped by nearly 14 years
of civil war.
Behind the public celebrations: analysts say
Assad’s removal opened a rare historical
window.
“Syria has opened a new chapter that many
once thought impossible.” Nanar Hawach: a
senior Syria analyst at the International Crisis
Group: told Arab News. “Diplomatic ties
are rebuilding: investment is returning: and
the country is beginning to shake off years of
isolation.”
Even so: he added: the country’s future hinges
on developments at home. “T'o maintain this
momentum: the government needs to focus
internally: prioritizing day-to-day security and
building trust with all communities.
“External support remains vitali but lasting
peace will depend on Syrians feeling safe
included: and represented in the new order
they are working to build.”
That view is shared by Comfort Ero: the
ICG’s president and CEO. “Syria has made
incredible strides forward on the international
stage in the past year — forging partnerships:
attracting funding and securing the easing of
some of its most crippling sanctions.” she told
Arab News. “But its future now depends on
what happens at home.”
Indeed: the past year brought a wave of
diplomatic normalization. Syria restored
regional and international ties; saw US and
European sanctions lifted or suspended: and
rejoined major global forums.
The war-weary country reappeared at high-
profile gatherings including the Arab League
Summit in Baghdad: the Russian-Arab
Summit; the World Economic Forum in
Davos: and the Doha Forum.
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Trump tells Hamas to disarm or ‘hell to pay’,
warns Iran against resuming nuke program

ALM BEACH: Florida: US

President Donald Trump is
urging Hamas to disarm or would
have “hell to pay” and warNed that
the United States could support
another major strike on Iran
were it to resume rebuilding its
ballistic missile or nuclear weapons
programs.
“If they don’t disarm as they agreed
to do¢ then there will be hell to
pay for them:” Trump told a joint
news conference with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in
Florida.
Israel and Hamas accuse each other
of major breaches of the deal and
look no closer to accepting the
much more difficult steps envisaged
for the next phase. Hamas( which
has refused to disarm: has been
reasserting its control as Israeli
troops remain entrenched in about
half the territory.
During his Monday comments:
Trump heaped the blame on the
militant group for not disarming
more promptly. arguing that
Israel had lived up to its side of the
deal and warning that Hamas was
inviting grave consequences.
“They have to disarm in a fairly
short period of time;” he said.
Trump publicly threw his support
behind Netanyahu, who has taken
a hard line on moving to the next
stage of the Gaza ceasefire plan.
“I'm not concerned about anything
that Israel’s doing:” Trump said.
“m concerned about what other
people are doing or maybe aren’t
doing. But I'm not concerned.
They’ve lived up to the plan.”

Iran’s weapons program

Trump suggested Tehran may be
working to restore its weapons
programs after a massive US strike
in June.

“I've been reading that they’re
building up weapons and other
things. and if they are: they’re not
using the sites we obliterated: but
possibly different sites.” Trump told
reporters during a press conference.
“We know exactly where they're
going: what they’re doing and I
hope they’re not doing it because we
don’t want to waste fuel on a B-2.”
he added: referring to the bomber
used in the earlier strike. “It’s a 37-
hour trip both ways. I don’t want to
waste a lot of fuel.”

Trump: who has broached a
potential nuclear deal with Tehran
in recent months: said his talks
with  Netanyahu focused on
advancing the fragile Gaza peace
deal he brokered and addressing
Israeli concerns over Iran and over

Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Iran: which foughta 12-day war with
Israel in June: said last week that it
had conducted missile exercises for
the second time this month.
Netanyahu said last week that Israel
was not seeking a confrontation
with Iran. but was aware of the
reports and said he would raise
Tehran’s activities with Trump.

A second phase in Gaza?

Trump said he wanted to move to
the second phase of the ceasefire deal
between Israel and the Palestinian
militant group Hamas reached in
October after two years of fighting
in Gaza: a progression that entails
international peacekeeping forces
deployed in the Palestinian enclave.
Netanyahu said this month that
Trump had invited him for the
talksc as Washington pushes to
establish transitional governance
for the Palestinian enclave amid
Israeli reluctance to move forward.
The deployment of the international
security force was mandated by a
November 17 UN Security Council
resolution.

While Washington has brokered
three ceasefires involving its
longtime ally — between Israel
and Hamas: Israel and Iran and
Israel and Lebanon — Netanyahu is
wary of Israel’s foes rebuilding their
forces after they were considerably
weakened in multiple wars.

Overallk  Trump’s comments
suggested he remains firmly in
Netanyahu’s camp:. even as some
aides have privately questioned

the Israeli leader’s commitment to
the Gaza ceasefire. His comments
also suggested he is willing to risk
additional hostilities related to Gaza
and Iran( even as Trump has taken
credit for resolving Israel’s wars in
both places.

Trump struck a warm tone as he
greeted Netanyahu before their
meeting: going so far as to say that
Israeli President Isaac Herzog had
told him he planned to pardon
Netanyahu of corruption-related
charges — a conversation Herzog’s
office immediately denied took
place.

Netanyahu reciprocated: telling
reporters after the meeting that he
was gifting Trump the country’s
Israel Prize. which he said has
historically been reserved for
Israelis.

Next steps in Gaza
Ceasefire plan

Trump’s plan to end the Gaza war
ultimately calls for Israel to withdraw
from the Palestinian territory and
Hamas to give up its weapons and
forgo a governing role.

The first phase of the ceasefire
included a partial Israeli withdrawal:
an increase in aid and the exchange
of hostages for Palestinian detainees
and prisoners.

An Israeli official in Netanyahu’s
circle said that the prime minister
would demand that the first phase
of the ceasefire be completed by
Hamas returning the remains of
the last Israeli hostage left in Gaza.

before moving ahead to the next
stages. The family of the deceased
hostage: Ran Gvili( joined the prime
minister’s visiting entourage.

Israel has yet to open the Rafah
crossing between Gaza and Egypt.
also a condition of Trump’s plan
saying it will only do so once Gvili’s
remains are returned.

Trump said that he and Netanyahu
did not agree fully on the issue of
the Israeli-occupied West Bank but
the Republican leader did not lay
out what the disagreement was.

Turkey: Syria also discussed

Before the meetinge Trump
told reporters he would talk to
Netanyahu about the possibility of
stationing Turkish peacekeepers in
Gaza. That is a fraught subject —
while Trump has frequently praised
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan:
Israel and Turkiye have a much
more circumspect relationship.
While the fighting in Gaza has
abated: it has not stopped entirely.
Although the ceasefire officially
began in October Israelistrikes have
killed more than 400 Palestinians —
most of them civilians. according
to Gaza health officials — and
Palestinian militants have killed
three Israeli soldiers.

Netanyahu said on Monday that
Israel was keen to ensure a peaceful
border with Syria; and Trump said
he was sure Israel would get along
with President Ahmed Al-Sharaa;
who took power after longtime
strongman Bashar Assad was
deposed last year.

NITED NATIONS: Israel
defended on Monday
its formal recognition of

UN  Ambassador
Abdelfattah Abdelaziz told the
UN Security Council.

Israel defends Somallland move at UN amid concerns over Gaza motives

Maged

Guyana, Sierra Leone and
Somalia “unequivocally reject
any steps aimed at advancing

the self-declared Republic
of Somaliland: but several
countries at the United
Nations questioned whether
the move aimed to relocate
Palestinians from Gaza or to
establish military bases.

Israel became the first country
to recognize Somaliland as an
independent and sovereign
state on Friday.

The 22-member Arab League:
a regional organization of
Arab states in the Middle East
and parts of Africa rejects
“any measures arising from
this illegitimate recognition
aimed at facilitating forced
displacement of the Palestinian
people or exploiting northern
Somali ports to establish
military bases;” Arab League

“Against the backdrop of
Israel’s previous references
to  Somaliland  of the
Federal Republic of Somalia
as a destination for the
deportation of Palestinian
peoplec  especially  Ofrom
Gaza its unlawful recognition
of Somaliland region of
Somalia is deeply troubling:”
Pakistan’s  Deputy =~ UN
Ambassador Muhammad
Usman Igbal Jadoon told the
council.

Israel’s UN mission did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment on the
remarks or address any of
them in its statement at the
council meeting. In March: the
foreign ministers of Somalia
and Somaliland said they had

not received any proposal
to resettle Palestinians from
Gaza. US President Donald
Trump’s peace plan for Gaza
states: “No one will be forced
to leave Gaza; and those who
wish to leave will be free to do
so and free to return.”

Israel’s coalition government:
the most right-wing and

religiously ~conservative in
its history: includes far-right
politicians who advocate the
annexation of both Gaza and
the West Bankand encouraging
Palestinians to leave their
homeland.

Somalia’s UN Ambassador
Abukar Dahir Osman said
council members Algeria(

this objective: including any
attempt by Israel to relocate
the Palestinian population
from Gaza to the northwestern
region of Somalia.”

SOMALILAND VS
PALESTINIAN STATE

Somaliland  has  enjoyed
effective autonomy — and
relative peace and stability
— since 1991 when Somalia
descended into civil war. but
the breakaway region has
failed to receive recognition
from any other country.

“It is not a hostile step toward
Somalia; nor does it preclude
future dialogue between [the
parties. Recognition is not

an act of defiance. It is an
opportunity.” Israel’s Deputy
UN Ambassador Jonathan
Miller told the council.

In September.  several
Western  statesc including
France: Britaini Canada and
Australia announced they
would recognize a Palestinian
state; joining more than
three-quarters of the 193 UN
members who already do so.
Deputy US Ambassador to the
UN Tammy Bruce said: “This
council’s  persistent  double
standards and misdirection of
focus distract from its mission
of maintaining international
peace and security.” Slovenia’s
UN Ambassador Samuel Zbogar
disputed her argument: saying:
“Palestine is not part of any state.
It is illegally occupied territory
... Palestine is also an observer
state in this organization.”
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Arab Coalition announces ‘limited’ airstrike
targeting two ships that smuggled weapons to Yemen

IYADH: The Coalition

to Support Legitimacy
in Yemen on Tuesday said it
conducted a “limited” airstrike
targeting two ships that
smuggled weapons and other
military hardware into Mukalla
in southern Yemen.
In a statement carried by the
Saudi Press Agency (SPA). the
Coalition Forces spokesman.
Major General Turki Al-
Maliki. said that two ships
coming from the port of
Fujairah in the United Arab
Emirates entered the Port of
Mukalla in Hadramaut without
obtaining official permits from
the Joint Forces Command of
the Coalition.
“The crews of the two ships
disabled the tracking systems
of the two ships and unloaded
a large quantity of weapons
and combat vehicles to support
the Southern Transitional
Council forces in the eastern
governorates  of  Yemen
(Hadramawt. Al-Mahra) with
the aim of fueling the conflict.
This is a clear violation of
imposing a truce and reaching
a peaceful solution. as well
as a violation of UN Security
Council ~ Resolution  No.
(2216) of 2015 AD.” said the
spokesman.
The coalition urged civilians
and fishermen to evacuate the
Port of Mukalla. signaling that
a major military operation to
force an STC withdrawal could
be imminent.
Al-Maliki said the Coalition
Forces acted on a request by

Netanyahu hands Trump ISrael’s
highest civilian honor, aiter Nobel Snub

ASHINGTON: US
President Donald Trump
will receive Israel’s highest

civilian honor in 2026 after Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
announced Monday that his
country will break with decades
of tradition to recognize a non-
citizen.

Speaking after a cordial Florida
meet-up with Trump: Netanyahu
said the move  reflected
“overwhelming sentiment” in
Israel in appreciation of the
US president’s support for the
country.

“President Trump has broken so
many conventions to the surprise
of people: and then they figure
outc ‘oh. well — maybe: you
know: he was right after all.”
Netanyahu said to reporters.

“So we decided to break a
convention too or create a new
one. and that is to award the
Israel Prize.”

Netanyahu hailed Trump as
Israel’s “greatest friend ever” in
October — praise that followed
militant group Hamas freeing the
last 20 surviving hostages taken in

Rashad Al-Alimi. the president
of the Yemeni Presidential
Leadership Council. “to take
all necessary military measures
to protect civilians in the

governorates of Hadramawt
and Al-Mahra.”

Al-Alimi. the president of
the  Yemeni  Presidential

Leadership Council. warned
last week that unilateral actions
by the STC were pushing the
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country toward a dangerous
tipping point.

“Given the danger and
escalation posed by these
weapons. which  threaten
security and stability. the
Coalition Air Forces conducted
alimited military operation this
morning targeting weapons and
combat vehicles unloaded from
the two ships at the port of Al-
Mukalla. This was done after

documenting the unloading.
and the military operation was
carried out in accordance with
international humanitarian
law and its customary rules.
ensuring no collateral damage
occurred.”  spokesman Al-
Maliki said on Tuesday.

He affirmed the Coalition’s
"continued commitment to de-
escalationand enforcing calmin
the governorates of Hadramawt

and Al-Mahra. and to prevent
any military support from any
country to any Yemeni faction
without coordination with the
legitimate Yemeni government
and the Coalition. This is aimed
at ensuring the success of the
Kingdom and the Coalition’s
efforts to achieve security
and stability and prevent the
conflict from spreading.”

Disregarding previous

agreements with the
Coalition. the group calling
itself Southern Transitional
Council: or STC. launched a
sweeping military campaign
early in December. seizing the
governorates of Hadramaut
along the Saudi border and
the eastern governorate of Al-
Mahra in Yemen’s border with
Oman.

The UAE-backed STC forces
captured the city of Seiyun.
including its international
airport and the presidential
palace. They also took control
of the strategic PetroMasila
oilfields. which account for a
massive portion of Yemen’s
remaining oil wealth.

This prompted Saudi Arabia
to issue a firm demand for
the STC to withdraw and
hand over the seized areas to
the National Shield Forces. a
Saudi-backed unit.

The coalition warned that
any military movements
undermining  de-escalation
efforts would be dealt with
immediately  to  protect
civilians. according to the
Saudi Press Agency.

On Dec. 26. the UAE issued
a statement welcoming Saudi
Arabia’s efforts to support
security and stability in
Yemen.

The statement carried by state
news agency WAM praised
Saudi Arabia’s constructive role
in advancing the interests of the
Yemeni people and supporting
their legitimate aspirations for
stability and prosperity.

Bangladesh’s Iirst iemale prime

HAKA:

Khaleda
believed

Zia. who
would

(BNP) said.

Bangladesh’s
former prime minister

elections next year to lead
her country once again: died
on Tuesday aged 80. her
Bangladesh Nationalist Party

Despite years of ill health and

many
sweep

minister, Khaleda Zia, dies at 80

“Her
leadership

uncompromising
repeatedly
freed the nation from
undemocratic ~ conditions
and inspired people to strive
for freedom.”
Three-time prime minister
Zia was jailed for corruption
in 2018 wunder Hasina’s
government. which also
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the October 7 2023 attacks. under
a Gaza peace deal brokered by
Trump and his team.

“I have to say that this reflects
the overwhelming sentiment of
Israelis across the spectrum.”
the Israeli leader said of Trump’s
award. “They appreciate what
you've done to help Israel and to
help our common battle against
the terrorists and those who
would destroy our civilization.
So again: that’s an expression of
thanks and appreciation.”
Normally: the Israel Prize is
reserved for Israeli citizens or
residents, with the lone loophole
being a category for “special
contribution to the Jewish
people.”

The only other non-Israeli to have
received this version of the honor
is Indian conductor Zubin Mehta:
in 1991.

Trump: clearly tickled: said the
award was “really surprising and
very much appreciated:” hinting
that he might jet to Israel for the
ceremony: traditionally held on
the eve of the Middle Eastern
country’s Independence Day.

imprisonment: Zia vowed in
November to campaign in
elections set for February
2026 — the first vote since
a mass uprising toppled her
arch-rival Sheikh Hasina last
year.

The BNP is widely seen as
a frontrunner. and Zia’s
son Tarique Rahman: who
returned only on Thursday
after 17 years in exile: is seen
a potential prime minister if
they win a majority.

In late November Zia was
rushed to hospital: where:
despite the best efforts
of medicsc her condition
deteriorated from a raft of
health issues.

Nevertheless. hours before
her death. party workers
had on Monday submitted
nomination papers on her
behalffor three constituencies

for the polls.
“The BNP Chairperson and
former prime  minister

the national leader Begum
Khaleda Zia; passed away
today at 6:00 am (0000
GMT). just after the Fajr
(dawn) prayer.” the party
said in a statement.

“We pray for the forgiveness
of her soul and request

everyone to offer prayers for
her departed soul.” it added.

‘Uncompromising

leadership’

Braving cold rain mourners
gathered  on  Tuesday
morning outside the hospital
in Dhaka where Zia’s body
rests.

“This is an irreparable loss
for the nation.” senior BNP
leader Ruhul Kabir Rizvi told
reporters, his voice choking
with emotion.

“She chose prison over luxury
and spent years behind bars.”

said Golam Kibriac 29. a
BNP loyalist who said he
was tortured under Hasina’s
government; calling Zia an
“unmatched leader who can
never be replaced.”

During her final days: interim
leader Muhammad Yunus
called for the nation to pray
for Zia: calling her a “source
of utmost inspiration.”

“The nation has lost a great
guardian.” Yunus: a Nobel
Peace Prize winner: said in a
statement.

blocked her from traveling
abroad for medical
treatment.

She was released last year:
shortly after Hasina was
forced from power.

There had been plans earlier
this month to fly her on a
special air ambulance to
London¢ but her condition
was not stable enough.

Her son Rahman will lead the
party through the February
12 general election: and is
expected to be put forward
as prime minister if his party
wins a majority.
Bangladesh’s Prothom Alo
newspaper. which said Zia
had “earned the epithet of the
‘uncompromising  leader’.”
reported that Rahman and
other family members were
by her side at the time of her
death.

“The lives of politicians are
marked by rises and falls.”
the newspaper wrote on
Tuesday.

“Lawsuits: arrests
imprisonment: persecution:
and attacks by adversaries
are far from uncommon.
Khaleda Zia endured
such ordeals at their most
extreme.”
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