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leaving 130,000 people without power

San Francisco hit by
electricity outage

AN FRANCISCO: A huge electricity

outage hit San Francisco on Saturday:
leaving 130000 residents without power and
prompting city authorities to ask residents
to stay home: according to official and utility
provider statements.
Large parts of the West Coast tech hub. which
has a population of more than 800.000 people:
were plunged into darkness with disruptions
to public transport and many traffic lights
not working on a busy Christmas shopping
weekend.
“We are working with first responders and city
officials on an outage in San Francisco affecting
approximately 130,000 customers.” said Pacific
Gas & Electric Company: the city’s main power
provider: in a statement on X.
The city’s mayor told residents to stay off roads
if possible; adding some traffic signals were
out and authorities had sent police and traffic
officers to manage intersections.
“But we’ve got rain coming; it’s night time. If
you don’t need to go out: stay home and I'll
keep you posted.” Mayor Daniel Lurie said
at the city’s emergency operations center in a
video posted on X.
A fire at a substation had caused the fire Lurie
added: saying it was not clear when power
would be fully restored.
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DR Cﬂllgﬂ S amputees bear
scars of years ol conilict

OMA: They survived the

bombs and bullets: but many
lost an arm or a leg when M23
fighters seized the city of Goma in
the eastern Democratic Republic of
Congo nearly a year ago.
Lying on a rugi David Mubhire
arduously lifted his thigh as a carer
in a white uniform placed weights
on it to increase the effort and work
the muscles.
The 25-year-old’s leg  was
amputated at the knee — he’s one
of the many whose bodies bear the
scars of the Rwanda-backed M23’s
violent offensive.
Muhire was grazing his cows in
the village of Bwiza in Rutshuru
territoryc. North Kivu province:
when an explosive device went off.
He lost his right arm and right leg
in the blast. which killed another
farmer who was with him.
Fighting had flared at the time in
a dramatic escalation of a decade-
long conflict in the mineral-rich
region that had seen the M23 seize
swathes of land.
The anti-government M23 is one
of a string of armed groups in the
eastern DRC that has been plagued
by internal and cross-border
violence for three decades: partly
traced back to the 1994 Rwanda
genocide.
Early this year. clashes between
M23 fighters and Congolese armed
forces raged after the M23 launched
a lightning offensive to capture two
key provincial capitals.
The fighting reached outlying areas
of Muhire’s village — within a few
weeks: both cities of Goma and
Bukavu had fallen to the M23 after
a campaign which left thousands
dead and wounded.
Despite the signing in Washington
of a US-brokered peace deal

between the leaders of Rwanda and
the DRC on December 4: clashes
have continued in the region.

Just days after the signing: the M23
group launched a new offensive:
targeting the strategic city of Uvira
on the border with the DRC’s
military ally Burundi.

More than 800 people with
wounds from weapons: mines or
unexploded ordnance have been
treated in centers supported by the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) in the eastern DRC
this year.

More than 400 of them were taken
to the Shirika la Umoja center in
Goma, which specializes in treating
amputees: the ICRC said.

“We will be receiving prosthetics

and we hope to resume a normal life
soon:” Mubhire; who is a patient at
the center: told AFP.

- ‘Living with the war’ -

In a next-door room: other victims
of the conflict: including children:
pedalled bikes or passed around
a ball. Some limped on one foot
while others tried to get used to a
new plastic leg.

“An amputation is never easy to
accept.” ortho-prosthetist Wivine
Mukata said.

The center was set up around 60
years ago by a Belgian Catholic
association and has a workshop for
producing prostheses: splints and
braces.

Talwan police rule out

Feet. hands: metal bars and pins —
entire limbs are reconstructed.
Plastic sheets are softened in an
oven before being shaped and
cooled. But too often the center
lacks the materials needed: as well
as qualified technicians.

Each new flare-up in fighting sees
patients pouring into the center:
according to Sylvain Syahana: its
administrative official.

“We’ve been living with the war for
along time:” he added.

Some 80 percent of the patients at
the center now undergo amputation
due to bullet wounds: compared to
half around 20 years ago« he said.
“This clearly shows that the longer
the war goes on the more victims
there are.” Syahana said.

Australia holds day of
reflection to honor victims
of Bondi Beach attack

YDNEY: Australia held a day of reflection
on Sunday to honor those killed and

‘terrorism’ in metro stabbing

AIPEL: Taiwan police on
Sunday ruled out “terrorism”
in a metro stabbing in the capital
Taipeic where an attacker killed
three and wounded 11.
A 27-year-old man. identified by
police by his family name Chang
set off smoke bombs at Taipei
Main Station metro on Friday
afternoon before launching into a
three hour stabbing spree.
The attacker then moved to a
shopping district near Zhongshan
station, authorities said.
“Based onwhatwehaveestablished

so far in the investigation: the
suspect Chang did not make or
display any statements or views
related to politics: religion: or
any specific ideology. and we

have preliminarily ruled out
terrorism¢” a senior Taipei City
Police Department official told
AFP( under the condition of
anonymity.

“Terrorist attacks have a specific
definition and the suspect does
not meet that definition.” he
added.

Taipei Mayor Chiang Wan-an
said the suspect was found dead
the same day: after jumping off a
nearby building.

The senior police official said
investigators also found searches
for “random killings” on Chang’s
iPad: including material related to
a Taipei metro stabbing in 2014
when a man killed four people.
Chang had served in the military

but was discharged over driving
under the influence of alcohol:
according to police: who said he
was wanted after he failed to report
for reserve military training.
Taiwan requires former soldiers
to undergo seven to 14 days of
reserve training within eight years
of discharge. Failure to report
is treated as evasion of military
service.

In the immediate aftermath of the
Friday stabbing officials called the
attack “deliberate” but said the

motive was not clear.

Police said they believe Chang
had acted alone and planned to
“randomly kill people.” He rented
an apartment in the district in
January and scouted the area in
advance.

The city doubled its police
deployment for the Taipei
Marathon on Sunday and is
expected to conduct a “high-
intensity” drill at metro stations
ahead of New Year’s Eve: the
mayor said.

Taiwan’s President Lai Ching-te
said on Saturday that authorities
should be “more cautious and
proactive” and improve emergency
protocols. Lai said the police must
be “trained and equipped for
counter-terrorism operations” to
protect citizens.

Metro Taipei announced that
it had shut down a Christmas
market near Zhongshan station
on Saturday. which will remain
closed for three days in honor of
the victims.

wounded in a mass shooting that targeted
a seaside Hanukkah celebration at Sydney’s
Bondi Beach a week ago.

The gun attack: Australia’s worst in nearly 30
years: isbeing investigated asan act of terrorism
targeting Jews. Authorities have ramped up
patrols and policing across the country to
prevent further antisemitic violence.
Australian flags were flown at half-mast on
Sunday on federal and New South Wales state
government buildings with an official minute
of silence to be held at 6:47 p.m. local time.
Authorities also invited Australians to light
a candle on Sunday night “as a quiet act of
remembrance with family. friends or loved
ones” of the 15 people killed and dozens
wounded in the attack: allegedly carried out by
a father and son.

“At 6:47 p.m.. you can light a candle in
your window to remember the victims of
the antisemitic terrorist attack in Bondi
and support those who are grieving:” Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese said on social
media platform X late on Saturday.

Albanese; under pressure from critics who
say his center-left government has not done
enough to curb a surge in antisemitism since
Israel launched its war in Gaza: has vowed
to strengthen hate laws in the wake of the
massacre. On Saturday: the government of
New South Wales: which includes Sydney:
pledged to introduce a bill on Monday to ban
the display of symbols and flags of “terrorist
organizations.” including those of Al-Qaeda:
Al Shabab: Boko Haram: Hamas: Hezbollah
and Daesh. Around 1.000 surf lifesavers
returned to duty at Bondi Beach on Saturday:
restarting patrols after a halt sparked by the
shooting on the first evening of the Jewish
festival.

A day earlier. Australia’s Jewish community
gathered at Bondi Beach for prayers: while
hundreds of swimmers and surfers formed a huge
circle in the waters off the beach to honor victims.
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talks in Rivadh led to the end
US sanctions on Syria

IYADH: What began

as a Saudi-led push to
reengage Syria after the fall of
Bashar Assad reached a pivotal
moment on Dec. 17 when
the US Congress voted to
permanently repeal the Caesar
Syria Civilian Protection Act
of 2019.
The long-awaited step has
removed a major obstacle
to foreign investment and
economic recovery in Syria.
analysts say. further easing the
nation’s global reintegration
after years of international
isolation.
“Saudi Arabia believed that
bringing Syria back into the
Arab fold was the right path
forward.” Ghassan Ibrahim.
a Syria expert and head of the
London-based Global Arab
Network. told Arab News.
“To achieve this. it required
a strong and clear decision
to support Syria. One of the
main challenges was lifting
sanctions and reconnecting
Syria with the US. and Saudi
Arabia played a major role in
accomplishing that.”
Hani Nasira. aregional political
analyst. said the decision
stemmed from a meeting in

Trump met Al-Sharaa — who
had led the rebel offensive that

Vision 2030. and all
shared similar perspectives and

n.mm‘ﬂﬁ\\\

sides

removal. Syria was left with just
one uncertain partner: Russia.

through
Defense

the 2025 National
Authorization Act.

Investment Forum.
producing more than 40
preliminary agreements
worth about $6 billion
across sectors including
infrastructure. telecoms.

tourism and health care.

That same month. Syria signed
an $800 million agreement
with Dubai Ports World to
upgrade port infrastructure.

In  August. it  reached
additional energy deals with
Saudi Arabia. while a separate
$7 billion energy project
involving Turkish. Qatari and
US firms promises to boost

electricity supply.
Even so. sanctions relief alone.
while “necessary.” is “far

from sufficient.” said Vittorio
Maresca di Serracapriola. lead
sanctions expert at Karam
Shaar Advisory

“For international capital to
enter Syria at scale. deeper
conditions must be met;
meaningful banking sector
reform. upgraded anti-money
laundering and combating
the financing of terrorism
standards. and above all.
political and security stability.”
he said.

Nevertheless. Ibrahim believes

Riyadh in May between Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman. US President Donald
Trump. and Syria’s interim
President Ahmad Al-Sharaa.
“Following this decision. Syria
will regain its vitality. and
the train of development will
return to the country.” Nasira
told Arab News.

He said Saudi Arabia has
emerged as “the foremost
driving force and the most
important incubator” of Syria’s
return to the international
community — a  role
underscored by Washington’s
decision to end its strictest
sanction.

Trump signaled that intent at
the start of his three-day visit to
Saudi Arabia on May 13. “After
discussing the situation in Syria
with the (Saudiy crown prince.
I will be ordering the cessation
of sanctions against Syria in
order to give them a chance at

toppled Assad on Dec. 8. 2024
— marking the first high-level
US-Syria meeting in a quarter
of a century.

The meeting represented a
dramatic turn for a country
still adjusting to life after more
than five decades of Assad
family rule. and for an interim
president who until recently
had a $10 million bounty on his
head.

“The meeting in Riyadh
between the three leaders was
carefully arranged and reflected
a shared desire and need for
cooperation between Syria and
Saudi Arabia.” Ibrahim said.
“This cooperation laid the
groundwork for a new type
of coalition — one aimed at
bringing greater stability and
prosperity to the region.

“The Saudi. American and
Syrian  leaderships  came
together around a common
vision; that stability is the

objectives.”

Diplomatic momentum
quickly followed. On May 23.
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio signed a 180-day waiver
of the Caesar Act’s secondary

sanctions to facilitate
humanitarian aid and early
recovery efforts.

Nearly a month later. on June
30. Trump issued an executive
order terminating the broader
US sanctions program on Syria.
effective July 1. and instructed
the State Department to review

whether additional Caesar-
mandated sanctions should be
suspended.

In November. following Al-
Sharaa’s historic visit to the
White House — the first Syrian
leader to do so — the Caesar Act
suspension was temporarily
extended for another 180 days

That made reconnecting with
the world essential.

“President Al-Sharaa chose
Saudi Arabia as the first gateway
to reestablish Syria’s ties with
the international community.
Saudi Arabia did not hesitate; it
supported the new Syria and its
new leadership.

“The relationship between
the two countries had always
existed. but it needed this push
to be fully restored.”

First imposed in 2019 during
Trump’s first term. the Caesar
Act was a cornerstone of US
pressure on the former Syrian
regime.

Designed to deter foreign
entities from doing business
with  Damascus. the law
reportedly exacted a heavy toll
on ordinary Syrians already
suffering through a civil war

extending its reach into 2029
before reversing course months
later.

Assad fled to Russia on Dec.
8. 2024. after Al-Sharaa’s
Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham seized
Damascus. In the months that
followed. and amid appeals
from Saudi Arabia and other
regional powers. the Trump
administration reassessed its
Syria policy.

Beyond the symbolic
importance of repealing the
Caesar Act. Nasira said it will
facilitate the release of Syrian
assets held abroad. estimated at
about $400 million. providing
critical funding for economic
reforms.

The World Bank estimates
that reconstruction will cost
between $140 billion and $345
billion. with a “best estimate” of

the repeal of the Caesar Act
will allow Syria to “move to
the next phase; reconstructing
the country and ensuring there
is no vacuum of authority or
power.”

“It gives Syria a real
opportunity.” he said. “The
next step is strengthening the
new leadership. deepening
cooperation. attracting
investment and restoring Syria
as a normal member of the
international community.”
-Sharaa echoed that message in
his first post on X following the
repeal. congratulating Syrians
and thanking those who helped
lift the sanctions.

“Through the will of the Syrians
and the support of brothers and
friends. a page of suffering has
been turned. and a new phase
of reconstruction has begun.”
he said.

“Hand in hand. we move
forward toward a future

greatness.” he said.
The following day in Riyadh.

pathway to prosperity. This
visionaligns with Saudi Arabia’s

US, Qatar, Egypt, Turkiye push for
restraint in Gaza following Miami talks

IAMI: The US was joined

Saturday by Qatarc Egypt
and Turkiye in urging parties in
the Gaza ceasefire to uphold their
obligations and exercise restraint
the chief US envoy said after talks
in Miami.
Top officials from each nation
met with Steve Witkoffi President
Donald Trump’s special envoy:
to review the first stage of the
ceasefire that came into effect on
October 10.
“Wereaffirm our full commitment
to the entirety of the President’s

20-point peace plan and call
on all parties to uphold their
obligations, exercise restraint
and cooperate with monitoring
arrangements.” said a statement

posted by Witkoff on X.
Their meeting came amid
continuing  strains on the

agreement.

Gaza’s civil defense said six people
were killed Friday in Israeli
shelling of a shelter. That brought
to 400 the number of Palestinians
killed by Israeli fire since the deal
took effect.

Russia.” Ibrahim said. “After his

clause. Congress renewed it its

before Congress ultimately that began in 2011. $216 billion — nearly 10 times
moved to repeal it. Although the act formally Syria’s 2024 gross domestic
“When Assad was in power. expired in December last year product of $21.4 billion.

Syria’s only allies were Iran and  under its five-year sunset In July. Damascus hosted

first

Syrian-Saudi

worthy of our people and our
homeland.”

Rubio says new governance hodies
Ior Gaza will be In place soon

ASHINGTON: US  Secretary

of State Marco Rubio said that
a new governance structure for Gaza
— made up of an international board
and a group of Palestinian technocrats
— would be in place soon: followed by
the deployment of foreign troops: as the
US hopes to cement a fragile ceasefire in
Israel’s war in the Palestinian enclave.
Rubio: speaking at a year-end news
conference: said the status quo was not
sustainable in Gaza: where Israel has
continued to strike Hamas targets while
the group has reasserted its control
since the October peace agreement
brokered by the US.
“That’s why we have a sense of
urgency about bringing phase one
to its full completioni which is the
establishment of the Board of Peace:
and the establishment of the Palestinian
technocratic authority or organization
that’s going to be on the ground: and
then the stabilization force comes closely
thereafter.” Rubio said.
Rubio said progress had been made
recently in identifying Palestinians
to join the technocratic group and

that Washington aimed to get the
governance bodies in place “very soon:”
without offering a specific timeline.
Rubio was speaking after the US Central
Command hosted a conference in Doha
this week with partner nations to plan
the International Stabilization Force for

Gaza.

Two US officials said last week that
international troops could be deployed
in the strip as early as next month:
following the UN Security Council’s
November vote to authorize the force.
It remains unclear how Hamas will be
disarmed: and countries considering
contributing troops to the ISF are wary
that Hamas will engage their soldiers in
combat.

Rubio did not specify who would be
responsible for disarming Hamas and
conceded that countries contributing
troops want to know the ISF’s specific
mandate and how it will be funded.

“I think we owe them a few more
answers before we can ask anybody to
commit firmly. but I feel very confident
that we have a number of nation states
acceptable to all sides in this who are
willing to step forward and be a part
of that stabilization force.” Rubio said:
noting that Pakistan was among the
countries that had expressed interest.
Establishing security and governance
was key to securing donor funding for
reconstruction in Gaza: Rubio added.
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