Hamas official says 5 killed in
Miami talks must Israeli

end Israel's Gaza shelling of
truce 'violations’ Gaza shelter

US, Russian
officials to meet
in Florida for more
Ukraine talks
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Ukraine says It hit Russian oil
Iig, patrol ship in (aspian Sea

YIV: Ukraine said its drones struck

a Russian oil rig belonging to Lukoil
in the Caspian Sea and a military patrol
ship near a rig as Kyiv steps up attacks on
Moscow’s oil infrastructure.
The attack. which Ukraine’s general staft
said took place on Friday. is one of a
string of strikes targeting Russian drilling
infrastructure in the Caspian Sea in recent
weeks. but the first one that the Ukrainian
military acknowledged officially. A
drilling platform of the Filanovsky oil rig
was damaged in the attack. according
to the Ukrainian military. The rig came
under drone attacks at least two more
times in December.
Reuters was not able to confirm the

report. Lukoil was not available for
immediate comment.

Ukraine says that Russian oil
infrastructure is a legitimate target since
the trade revenue is Russia’s main source
for financing its almost four-year-old
full-on war against the country.

The general staff added that a military
patrol ship was targeted in the strike as
well. and the level of damage was being
assessed.

Ukraine has been attacking Russian oil
refineries throughout 2024 and 2025. but
has visibly widened its campaign in recent
weeks. claiming credit for sea-drone
attacks on Russian shadow fleet tankers
in the Black Sea and Mediterranean.

U3 tech enabled China’s Surveillance empire. Now
Tibetan refugees in Nepal are paying (e price

atmandu: The white dome of

Boudhanath rises like a silent
guardian over the chaotic sprawl of
Nepal’s capital. Katmandu. crowned by a
golden spire that pierces the sky. Painted
on each of the spire’s four sides are the
benevolent eyes of the Buddha — wide.
calm. and unblinking — said to see all
that unfolds below.
Those eyes have served as a symbol of
sanctuary for generations of Tibetans
fleeing the Chinese crackdown in their
homeland. But today. Tibetan refugees
are also watched by far more malevolent
eyes: Thousands of CCTV cameras from
China. perched on street corners and
rooftops to monitor every movement
below. This intense surveillance has
stifled the once-vibrant Free Tibet
movement that had resonated around
the world.
Nepalisjustoneofatleast 150 countriesto
which Chinese companies are supplying
surveillance technology. from cameras
in Vietnam to censorship firewalls in
Pakistan to citywide monitoring systems
in Kenya. This technology is now a key
part of China’s push for global influence.
asit provides cash-strapped governments
cost-effective. if invasive. forms of
policing — turning algorithms and data
into a force multiplier for control.

The irony at the heart of this digital
authoritarianism is that the surveillance
tools China exports are based on
technology developed in its greatest rival.
the United States. despite warnings that
Chinese firmswould buy. copy or outright
steal American designs. an investigation
by The Associated Press has found.

For decades. Silicon Valley firms often
yielded to Beijing’s demands: Give us
your technology and we will give you
access to our market. Although tensions
fester between Washington and Beijing.
the links between American tech and
Chinese surveillance continue today.
Forexample. Amazon Web Services offers
cloud services to Chinese tech giants like
Hikvision and Dahua. assisting them in
their overseas push. Both are on the US
Commerce Department’s Entity List
for national security and human-rights
concerns. which means transactions
with them are not illegal but subject to
strict restrictions. AWS told AP itadheres
to ethical codes of conduct. complies
with US law. and does not itself offer
surveillance infrastructure. Dahua said
they conduct due diligence to prevent
abuse of their products. Hikvision said
the same. and that they “categorically
reject any suggestion that the company is
involved in or complicit in repression.”
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Hamas ofiicial says Miami (alks mus
end Israel’s Gaza truce ‘violations’

AZA CITY: A top

Hamas official said
that talks in Miami on
Friday to advance the
next phase of the Gaza
ceasefire must aim to end
Israeli truce “violations”
in the Palestinian
territory.
US President Donald
Trump’s special envoy.
Steve Witkof. is to meet
senior  officials  from
Qatar. Egypt and Turkiye
in Florida on Friday.
amid fears that efforts to
reach the second stage of
the deal are stalling.
“Our  people  expect
these talks to result in
an agreement to put an
end to ongoing Israeli
lawlessness.  halt  all
violations and compel
the occupation to abide
by the Sharm El-Sheikh
agreement.” Hamas
political bureau member.
Bassem Naim. told AFP.
Under the second stage.
Israel is supposed to

an interim authority
is to govern the
Palestinian territory
instead  of  Hamas.
and an international
stabilization force is to
be deployed.

But progress in moving
to that phase of October’s
agreement between Israel
and Hamas. which was
brokered by Washington
and its regional allies. has
so far been slow.

The ceasefire also remains
fragile with both sides
alleging violations. and
mediators fearing that
Israel and Hamas alike
are stalling.

The health ministry in
Hamas-run Gaza said
on Thursday that at least
395 Palestinians have
been killed by Israeli fire
in the territory since the
ceasefire came into effect
on October 10.

Israel has also repeatedly
accused  Hamas  of
violating the ceasefire.

killed in the territory
since the truce entered
into force.

Naim said the new talks
should boost entry of
humanitarian aid into
Gaza.

The talks should also
focus on “the entry
of aid. the opening of
the Rafah crossing in
both directions and the
delivery of everything

necessary for repairs
and infrastructure
rehabilitation.” Naim
said.

He said talks should
also address  “how

to implement the
remaining elements of
the Trump plan in a way
that achieves sustainable
stability. launches
a comprehensive
reconstruction  process
and paves the way for a
political track enabling
Palestinians to govern
themselves. culminating
in a fully sovereign and

Gaza deal. Palestinian
militants committed to
releasing the remaining

48 living and dead
captives held in the
territory.

To date. they have

released all of the hostages
except for one body.

But the Trump
administration is now
keen to proceed to the
difficultsecond stage. with
the provision for Hamas
to lay down its weapons
being a particular sticking

point.
Hamas’s Gaza  chief
Khalil Al-Hayya said

Sunday that the militant
group had a “legitimate
right” to hold weapons.
Israel has repeatedly
insisted Hamas “will be
disarmed.”

The ceasefire’s  third
phase includes plans for
the reconstruction of the
vast areas of Gaza levelled
by Israel’s retaliatory
military campaign for

withdraw
positions in

from its
Gaza.

with the Israeli military
reporting three soldiers

independent state.”

In the first phase of the

Hamas’s October 2023
attack on Israel.
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ASHINGTON:

Negotiators are set
to meet Russian officials in
Florida on Saturday for the
latest talks aimed at ending
Russia’s war in Ukraine. as
President Donald Trump’s
administration tries to coax
an agreement out of both
Russia and Ukraine to end
the conflict.
The meeting follows US talks
on Friday with Ukrainian
and European officials.
the latest discussions of a
peace plan that has sparked
some hope of a resolution
to the conflict that began
when  Russia  launched
its full-scale invasion in
February 2022. President
Vladimir Putin’s envoy.
Kirill Dmitriev. is leading
the Russian delegation that
will meet with property
tycoon-turned-diplomat
Steve Witkoff and Trump’s
son-in-law. Jared Kushner.
Marco Rubio. Trump’s
top diplomat and national
security adviser. said he
may also join Othe talks.
Previous meetings have
taken place at Witkoff’s golf
club in Miami’s Hallandale
Beach. US. Ukrainian and
European officials earlier
this week reported progress
on security guarantees for

Kyiv as part of the talks to
end the war. but it remains
unclear if those terms will be
acceptable to Moscow.

A Russian source told
Reuters that any meeting
between Dmitriev and the
Ukrainian negotiators had
been ruled out.

PUTIN OFFERING NO
COMPROMISE

US intelligence reports
continue to warn that
Russian President Vladimir
Putin intends to capture
all oof Ukraine. sources
familiar with the intelligence
said. contradicting some
US officials’” assertions that
Moscow is ready for peace.
Putinofferedno compromise
during his annual press
conference in  Moscow.
insisting that Russia’s terms
for ending the war had not
changed since June 2024.
when he demanded Ukraine
abandon its ambition to
join NATO and withdraw
entirely from four Ukrainian
regions Russia claims as its
own territory.

Kyiv says it will not cede
land that Moscow’s forces
have failed to capture in
nearly four years of war.
Ukraine’s top negotiator
Rustem Umerov said US
and European teams on

Uy, Russian officials to meet in Florida for more Ukraine (alks

Friday held talks and agreed
to pursue their joint efforts.

“We agreed with our
American  partners on
further steps and on
continuing our joint work
in the near future.” Umerov
wrote on Telegram of
the oOdiscussions in the
United States. adding that
he had informed President
Volodymyr Zelensky of the
outcome of the talks.

The White House did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Rubio told reporters earlier
on Friday that progress has
been made in discussions to
end the war but there is still
a way to go.

“In the end. it’s up to them
to make a deal. We can’t
force Ukraine to make a
deal. We can’t force Russia
to make a deal. They have to
want to make a deal.” Rubio
said.

“The role we’re trying to
play is a role of figuring out
whether there’s any overlap
here that they can agree
to. and that’s what we’ve
invested a lot of time and
energy and continue to do
so. That may not be possible.
I hope it is. I hope it can get
done this month before the
end of the year.”
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5 Killed In Israell
shelling of aza Shelter

AZA CITY. Palestinian

Territories: Gaza’s civil
defense agency said Israeli
shelling on a school-turned-
shelter killed five people on
Friday. while the military
said it had fired at “suspicious
individuals.”
Spokesman for the agency.
Mahmud Bassal. told AFP
that “five martyrs have been
recovered as a result of the
Israeli shelling of the shelter at
the Gaza Martyrs School.” in
the Tuffah neighborhood east of
Gaza City.
When asked by AFP about the
incident. the Israeli military
said that “during operational
activity in the area of the Yellow
line in the northern Gaza
Strip. a number of suspicious
individuals were identified in
command structures west of the
Yellow line.”
Under  the  US-brokered
ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas in Gaza. Israeli forces
have withdrawn to positions
east of the so-called Yellow
Line.
“Shortly after identification. the
troops fired at the suspicious
individuals to eliminate the
threat.” the military said. adding
that it was “aware of the claim
regarding casualties in the
area. and the details are under

review.”

any harm

effect in

violations.

deal.

“The (Israeli military) regrets

individuals and operates to
mitigate harm to the extent
possible.” it said.

The ceasefire. which came into
October.
fragile with both sides alleging

fearing that Israel and Hamas
alike are stalling.

US President Donald Trump’s
special envoy. Steve Witkoft.
was to meet officials from Qatar.
Egypt and Turkiye in Florida on
Friday. hoping to salvage efforts
to reach the second stage of the

“Our people expect these talks

to result in an agreement to
put an end to ongoing Israeli
lawlessness. halt all violations
and compel the occupation to
abide by the Sharm El-Sheikh

uninvolved

agreement.” Hamas political
bureau member Bassem Naim
remains told AFP.

The health ministry in Gaza said
on Thursday that at least 395
Palestinians have been killed by
Israeli fire in the territory since
the ceasefire came into effect on
October 10.

Israel has also repeatedly
accused Hamas of violating
the ceasefire. with the military
reporting three soldiers killed
in the territory since the truce
entered into force.

mediators

Beetles block mining oi Europe’s \
biggest rare earths deposit

LEFOSS: As Europe

seeks to curb its
dependence on China for
rare earths. plans to mine the
continent’s biggest deposit
havehitaroadblockoverfears
that mining operations could
harm endangered beetles.
mosses and mushrooms. A
two-hour drive southwest of
Oslo. in the former mining
community of  Ulefoss
home to 2.000 people. lies
the Fensfeltet treasure: an
estimated 8.8 million tons of
rare earths.
These elements. used to
make magnets crucial to the
auto. electronics and defense
industries. have been defined
by the European Union as
critical raw materials.
“You have rare earths in your
pocket when you carry a
smartphone.” said Tor Espen
Simonsen. a local official
at Rare Earths Norway. the
company that owns the
extraction rights.
“You're driving with rare
earths when youre at the
wheel of an electric car. and
you need rare earths to make
defense materiel like F-35
jets.” he added.
“Today. European industry
imports almost all of the rare

((We

Act

Europe.

Due to
concerns.

earths it needs — 98 percent
— from one single country:
China.” he added.
are therefore
situation where Europe must
procure more of these raw
materials on its own.” he said.
In its Critical Raw Materials
(CRMA)
securing Europe’s
the EU has set as an objective
that at least 10 percent of its
needs should be extracted
within the bloc by 2030.

No rare earth deposits are

currently being mined in

- ‘Rush slowly’ -

environmental
Rare
Norway has already been
forced to push back its

schedule. Now it aims to
begin mining in the first half
of the 2030s. Its so-called
“invisible mine” project is
intended to limit the mine’s
environmental footprint. It
plans to use underground
extraction and crushing — as
opposed to an open-pit mine
— and re-inject a large part
of the mining residue.

But the location of the mineral
processing park. where ore
extracted underground would
be handled and pre-processed.
has posed a problem. The
company had planned to
transport the minerals on
an underground conveyor
belt emerging above ground
behind a hill. in an area out of
sight from the town and largely
covered by ancient natural
forests. rich in biodiversity.

in a

aimed  at
supply.

Earths
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