Australia’s former PM
tells Netanyahu

‘Stay out of
our politics,’

Saudi-EU
relations:
Huge progress
achieved

Ancient cures and Al:
WHO seeks
evidence for
traditional medicine

Funerals for people slain

in Australian antisemitic
mass shooting begin as
suspected gunman charged
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Sudan general ready to
falk to Trump ior peace

ORT SUDAN: Sudan’s de facto leader:

General Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan: is ready
to work with US President Donald Trump to
resolve the conflict splitting his country. the
foreign ministry said Tuesday.
The ministry released a statement after the army
chief visited Riyadh as a guest of Saudi Arabia’s
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman: who
recently presented Trump with a proposed
Sudan peace plan during a Washington visit.
According to Sudan’s statement. Burhan hailed
Trump’s “determination to engage in efforts to
achieve peace and end the war in the country:
with the participation of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. “He affirmed Sudan’s keenness to work
with President Trump. his secretary of state:
and his envoy for peace in Sudan to achieve this
unquestionably noble goal:” it said: referring
to Marco Rubio and US envoy Massad Boulos.
International peace efforts led by mediators
from the United States: Egypt: Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates have been at a
standstill since Burhan rejected Boulos’s last
suggested framework. The RSF says it supports
the international ceasefire plani but heavy
fighting continues notably in the southern
region of Kordofan. For the moment: no new
date has been announced for talks: neither
under the US-led mediators nor a parallel
United Nations’ led effort. Since April 2023,
Sudan has been gripped by a war pitting the
army. which controls the north and east of the
country: against the RSF. dominant in the west
and certain areas of the south.

Damage from record flooding in Washington Stat
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‘Stay out ol our politics,’

Australia’s iormer PM tells Netanyahu

ONDON: Australia’s former

Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull has told Benjamin
Netanyahu to “stay out of

our politics” after the Israeli
leader linked the recognition
of Palestine to the Bondi Beach
mass shooting.

Fifteen people were killed when
a father and son opened fire on

people celebrating the Jewish
festival of Hanukkah on Sunday
evening.

Netanyahu said Australia’s decision
to recognize Palestinian statehood
earlier this year had poured “oil
on the fire of antisemitism” in the
weeks leading up to the attack.
When asked about the comments
on “Channel 4 News” in the UK:
Turnbull said: “T would respectfully
say to ‘Bibi’ Netanyahu: please stay
out of our politics.

“If you've got that kind of
commentary to make: you are not
helping ... and it’s not right.”
Turnbull backed the current
Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese’s government for
recognizing Palestinian statehood

in August — along with many other
Western nations — as international
pressure grew over the war in Gaza.
In a speech after the Bondi attack:
Netanyahu said: “A few months
ago I wrote to the Australian prime
minister that your policy is pouring
oil on the fire of antisemitism.”

He added: “Antisemitism is a
cancer that spreads when leaders
are silent.”

Turnbull said the vast majority of

countries in the world recognized
Palestine as a state and supported a
two-state solution to the conflict.
He said Australia was a very
successful multicultural society that
could not allow foreign conflicts to
be imported.

“We need to ensure that wars in the
Middle East or wars in any other
part of the world are not fought
out here.” he said. “Trying to link
them: which is what Netanyahu

has done: is not helpful and that’s
exactly the reverse of what we want
to achieve.”

Albanese also rejected Netanyahu’s
comments when asked whether
there was a link between his
approach to Palestine and the
Bondi attack.

“Overwhelmingly. most of the
world recognizes a two-state
solution as being the way forward
in the Middle East.” he told
broadcasters. “This is a moment
of national unity where we need to
come together ... We need to wrap
our arms around members of the
Jewish community who are going
through an extraordinarily difficult
period.”

Albanese has visited in hospital the
man hailed as a hero for disarming
one of the attackers.

Ahmed Al-Ahmed: a shopkeeper
who moved to Australia from Syria
in 2006 is recovering after tackling
the gunman.

Albanese said on Tuesday that
the attackers Sajid Akram and his
son Naveed were driven by Daesh
ideology.

e Ausiralian police charge alleged Bondi

killer with terrorism, 15 murder couns

YDNEY: Police

I§ profound, with more on the way, Sovernor says

EATTLE: The extent of

the damage in Washington
state is profound but unclear
after more than a week of heavy
rains and record flooding. Gov.
Bob Ferguson said Tuesday.
as more high water. mudslides
and power outages were in the
forecast.
A barrage of storms from
weather systems stretching
across the Pacific has dumped
close to 2 feet (0.6 meters) of
rain in parts of the Cascade
Mountains. swelling  rivers
far beyond their banks and

prompting more than 600
rescues across 10 counties.

As of Tuesday. there had
been only one death —
of a man who drove past
warning signs into a flooded
area — but key highways
were buried or washed out.
entire communities had been
inundated. and  saturated
levees had given way. It could
be months before State Route
2. which connects cities in
western Washington with the
Stevens Pass ski area and the
faux Bavarian tourist town

of Leavenworth across the
mountains. can be reopened.
Ferguson said.

“We're in for the long haul.”
Ferguson said at a news
conference. “If you get an
evacuation order. for God’s
sakes. follow it.”

It won’t be until after waters
recede and landslide risk
subsides that crews will
be able to fully assess the
damage. he said. The state
and some counties are making
several  million dollars
available to help people pay

for hotels. groceries and
other necessities. pending
more  extensive  federal
assistance that Ferguson and
Washington’s congressional
delegation expect to see
approved.

According to the governor’s
office. first responders had
conducted at least 629 rescues
and 572 assisted evacuations.
As many as 100.000 people had
been under evacuation orders at
times. many of them in the flood
plain of the Skagit River north of
Seattle.

charged
alleged  Bondi  gunman
Naveed Akram with terrorism.
15 counts of murder and a litany
of other crimes on Wednesday
after Australia’s deadliest mass
shooting in decades.
“Police will allege in court the
man engaged in conduct that
caused death. serious injury
and endangered life to advance
a religious cause and cause fear
in the community.” New South
Wales state police said.
“Early indications point to a
terrorist attack inspired by Daesh.
a listed terrorist organization
in Australia.” they said in a

statement. using another name
for the Daesh group.

Authorities say Naveed and his
father Sajid Akram opened fire
on a Jewish festival at Sydney’s
famed Bondi Beach on Sunday
evening. killing 15 people and
wounding dozens more.

Among the victims were a
10-year-old girl. two Holocaust
survivors and a married couple
shot dead as they tried to thwart
the attack. Naveed was critically
wounded by police during
the shooting. and local media
reported he woke from a coma on
Tuesday night. Sajid Akram was
killed in a shootout with police.

Ancient cures and AL WHO seeks evidence [or traditional medicine

EW DELHI: The World Health

Organization opens a major
conference on traditional medicine
on Wednesday: arguing that new
technologies: including artificial
intelligence: can bring scientific
scrutiny to centuries-old healing
practices.
The meeting in New Delhi will
examine how governments can
regulate traditional medicine while
using emerging scientific tools to
validate safe and effective treatments.
The UN body hopes this push will
help make ancestral practices more
compatible with modern health care
systems.
“Traditional medicine is not a thing
of the past” WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a
video released ahead of the three-day
conference.
“There is a growing demand for
traditional medicine across countries:
communities; and cultures.”
Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi: in his own message: said the
summit would “intensify efforts to
harness” the potential of traditional
medicine.
Modi is a longtime advocate of yoga
and traditional health practices and
has backed the WHO Global Center
for Traditional Medicine launched
in 2022 in his home state of Gujarat.
Shyama Kurvilla; the head of the
center( said reliance on traditional
remedies was “a global reality.” noting
that 4090- percent of populations in
90 percent of WHO member states

used them.

“With half the world’s population
lacking access to essential health
services, traditional medicine is often
the closest — or only care — available
for many people.” she told AFP in
New Delhi.

‘Evidence-informed*

The UN agency defines traditional

medicines as the accumulated
knowledge: skills and practices used
over time to maintain health and
prevent. diagnose and treat physical

and mental illness.

But many lack proven scientific
value: while conservationists warn
that demand for certain products
drives trafficking in endangered
wildlife: including tigers: rhinos and
pangolins.

“WHO’s role: therefore: is to help
countries ensure that. as with any
other medicine: traditional medicine
is safe. evidence-informed: and
equitably integrated in systems.”
Kurvilla added.

Kurvilla, who studied at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical

WEware 2
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Medicine: and taught global health
policy at Boston University: said that
“40 percent or more of biomedical
Western medicine: pharmaceuticals
derive from natural products.”

She cited aspirin drawing on
formulations using willow tree bark:
contraceptive pills developed from
yam plant roots and child cancer
treatments based on Madagascar’s
rosy periwinkle flower.

The WHO also lists the development
of the anti-malaria treatment
artemisinin as drawing on ancient
Chinese medicine texts.

‘Frontier science’

“It’s a huge: huge opportunity —
and industry has realized this/”
Kurvilla.

Rapid technological advancements:
including artificial intelligence: had
pushed research to a “transformative
moment.” to apply scientific rigour
to traditional remedies.

The WHO will also launch what
it calls the world’s largest digital
repository of research on the subject
— a library of 1.6 million scientific
records intended to strengthen
evidence and improve knowledge-
sharing.

Dr. Sylvie Briandc WHO’s chief
scientistc said AI can assist in
analizing drug interactions.
“Artificial intelligence  for
instance: can screen millions
of compounds: helping us
understand the complex structure
of herbal products and extract
relevant constituents to maximize
benefit and minimize adverse
effects.” she told reporters ahead
of the conference.

Briand said advanced imaging
technologies: including brain scans:
were shedding light on how practices
such as meditation and acupuncture
affect the body.

Kurvilla said she was excited by the
possibilities.

“It is the frontier science that’s
allowing us to make this bridge...
connecting the past and the future.”
she said.
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Funerals for people slain in Australian antisemitic \
_mass shooting begin as suspected sunman charged

YDNEY: A  suspected

gunman in Sydney’s Bondi
Beach massacre was charged
with 59 offenses including
15 charges of murder on
Wednesday. as hundreds of
mourners gathered in Sydney
to begin funerals for the
victims.
Two shooters slaughtered
15 people on Sunday in an
antisemitic mass shooting
targeting Jews celebrating
Hanukkah at Bondi Beach.
and more than 20 other
people are still being treated
in hospitals. All of those
killed by the gunmen who
have been identified so far
were Jewish.
Police said that Naveed Akram.
the 24-year-old  suspected
shooter. was charged on
Wednesday after waking from
a coma in a Sydney hospital.
where he has been since police
shot him and his gunman
father at Bondi. His 50-year-
old father Sajid Akram died at
the scene.
The charges include one count
of murder for each fatality and
one count of committing a
terrorist act.
Akram was also charged with
40 counts of causing harm with
intent to murder in relation to
the wounded and with placing
an explosive near a building
with intent to cause harm.
Police said the Akrams’ car.
which was found at the crime
scene. contained improvised
explosive devices.
Funerals began as a country
reeling from its deadliest hate-
fueled massacre of modern
times turned to searching
questions. growing in volume
since the attack. about how
it was able to happen. As
investigations unfold. Australia
faces a social and political
reckoning about antisemitism.
gun control and whether police
protections for Jews at events
such as Sunday’s were sufficient
for the threats they faced.
First. however. was a day of
anguish for families from
Sydney’s  close-knit Jewish
community who gathered. one
after another. to begin to bury
their dead. The victims of the
attack ranged in age from a
10-year-old girl to an 87-year-
old Holocaust survivor.

A father of 5 who ministered

in prisons is buried

The first farewelled was Eli
Schlanger. 41. a husband and
father of five who served as
the assistant rabbi at Chabad-
Lubavitch of Bondi and
organized Sunday’s Chanukah
by the Sea event where the attack
unfolded. The London-born
Schlanger also served as chaplain
in prisons across New South
Wales state and in a Sydney
hospital.“After what happened.
my biggest regret was — apart
from. obviously. the obvious - I
could have done more to tell Eli
more often how much we love
him. how much I'love him. how
much we appreciate everything
that he does and how proud we
are of him.” said Schlanger’s
father-in-law. Rabbi Yehoram
Ulman. who sometimes spoke
through tears.“I hope he knew
that. ’'m sure he knew it.” Ulman
said. “But I think it should’ve
been said more often.”

Funerals draw heavy
police presence

Outside the funeral. not far

from the site of the attack. the
mood was hushed and grim.
with a heavy police presence.
Jews are usually buried within
24 hours from their deaths. but
funerals have been delayed by
coronial investigations.

One mourner.  Dmitry
Chlafma. said as he left the
service that Schlanger was his
longtime rabbi.

“You can tell by the amount of
people that are here how much
he meant to the community.”
Chlafma said. “He was warm.
happy. generous. one of a
kind.”

Among others killed were Boris
and Sofia Gurman. a husband
and wife aged in their 60s who
were fatally shot as they tried to
disarm one of the gunmen when
he got out of his car to begin the
attack. Another Jewish man in
his 60s. Reuven Morrison. was
gunned down by one shooter
while he threw bricks at the
other. his daughter said.

Many  children  attended
the Hanukkah event. which
featured face painting. treats
and a petting zoo. The youngest
killed was Matilda. 10. whose
parents urged attendees at
a vigil on Tuesday night to
remember her name.

“It stays here.” said Matilda’s
mother. who identified herself
only as Valentyna. pressing her
hand over her heart. “It just
stays here and here.”

Authorities are probing a
suspected connection to the
Daesh group

Authorities believe that the
shooting was “a terrorist attack
inspired by Islamic State.”
Australia’s  federal  police
commissioner Krissy Barrett
said Wednesday.

The authorities have said
that Naveed Akram came to
the attention of the security
services in 2019 but have
supplied little detail of their
previous investigations. Now
authorities will probe what was
known about the men.

That includes examining a
trip the suspects made to the

Philippines in November.
The Philippines Bureau of
Immigration confirmed

Tuesday that the two suspected
shooters traveled to the country
from Nov. 1 to Nov. 28. giving
the city of Davao as their final
destination.

Groups of Muslim separatist
militants. including Abu Sayyaf
in the southern Philippines.
once expressed support for IS

and have hosted small numbers
of foreign militants from Asia.
the Middle East and Europe
in the past. Philippine military
and police officials say there
has been no recent indication
of any foreign militants in the
country’s south.

The younger suspect was
Australian-born. Indian police
on Tuesday said the older
suspect was originally from the
southern city of Hyderabad.
migrated to Australia in 1998
and held an Indian passport.

Leader pledges action on

guns and antisemitism

The news that the suspects were
apparently inspired by DAESH
provoked more questions
about  whether Australia’s
government had done enough
to stem hate-fueled crimes.
especially directed at Jews. In
Sydney and Melbourne. where
85 percent of Australia’s Jewish
population lives. a wave of
antisemitic attacks has been
recorded in the past year.

After Jewish leaders and
survivors of Sunday’s attack
lambasted the government for
not heeding their warnings

of violence. Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese vowed
Wednesday to take whatever
government action was needed
to stamp out antisemitism.
Albanese and the leaders
of some Australian states
have pledged to tighten the
country’s already strict gun
laws in what would be the
most sweeping reforms since
a shooter killed 35 people
in Port Arthur. Tasmania.
in 1996. Mass shootings in
Australia have since been
rare.

Albanese announced plans to
further restrict access to guns.
in part because it emerged the
older suspect had amassed six
weapons  legally. Proposed
measures include restricting
gun ownership to Australian
citizens and limiting the
number of weapons a person
can hold.

Australians come

together to grieve

Meanwhile. Australians
seeking ways to make sense
of the horror settled on
practical acts. Hours-long
lines were reported at blood
donation sites and at dawn
on Wednesday. hundreds of
swimmers formed a circle on
the sand. where they held a
minute’s silence. Then they
ran into the sea.

Not far away. part of the beach
remained behind police tape
as the investigation into the
massacre continued. shoes
and towels abandoned as
people fled still strewn across
the sand.

One event that would return
to Bondi was the Hanukkah
celebration ~ the  gunmen
targeted. which has run for 31
years. Ulman said. It would
be in defiance of the attackers’
wish to make people feel like it
was dangerous to live as Jews.
he added.

“Eli lived and breathed this
idea that we can never ever
allow them not only to succeed.
but anytime that they try
something we become greater
and stronger.” he said.

“We’re going to show the world
that the Jewish people are
unbeatable.”

Saudi-EU relations: Huge progress achieved

IYADH: The European
arliament on Tuesday endorsed
a roadmap to boost EU-Saudi

relations into a full-fledged strategic
partnership. marking what Saudi
Ambassador to the EU Haifa Al-Jedea
described as “an important milestone”
in the evolution of bilateral ties.
Parliamentarians  overwhelmingly
supported deepening collaboration
with Saudi Arabia on the political
economicc and social levels in
light of escalating tensions in the
Middle Easti acknowledging the
Kingdom’s growing geopolitical
role as a diplomatic actor who made
significant contributions to regional
and global stability.

The report recognizes the Kingdom’s
expanding diplomatic footprint in the
context of the wars in Gaza Ukraine:
and Yemen: as well as maritime
security in the Red Sea.

It highlights Saudi Arabia’s hosting
of peace talks: ceasefire negotiations:
and its leading role in reviving
the two-state solution for the
longstanding Palestine-Israel conflict

and inclusive peace processes across

the region — including in Syria
Sudan( and Lebanon.
The report outlined enhanced

cooperation across a wide spectrum
— from energy security and economic
diversification to human rights
dialogue: regional diplomacy: and
cross-cultural exchanges.

It comes at a time when the Kingdom
is undergoing sweeping reforms
under Vision 2030 and expanding
its global role in regional diplomacy:
infrastructure  development: and
green energy transitions.

Members of the European Parliament
noted that Saudi Arabia’s reforms
opened new opportunities for
collaboration in areas of shared
interest including economic
diversification: innovation: climate
actioni educationc and  regional
stability.

“The Kingdom is engaged in a broad
process of transformation that is
unprecedented in its scope.” Al-Jadea
told Arab News.

“By unlocking new horizons for

cooperation between Saudi Arabia
and the EU: we can co-create solutions
that advance growth. stability: and
opportunity — notjust for our peoples
but for the wider global arena.”

The report: adopted by 417 votes in
favor: backs the start of negotiations
for a strategic partnership agreement
with Saudi Arabia: describing it as a
“pivotal opportunity” to align foreign
policy. energy security: and regional
stability under a common framework.
In line with the report: the EU has
appointed for the first time a dedicated
rapporteur for EU-Saudi relations.
“This reflects not only Saudi Arabia’s
growing strategic importance —
including as a leading member of
the Gulf Cooperation Council — but
also the Parliament’s intention to
play a more proactive role in shaping
this evolving partnership.” the report
read.

The new rapporteurc Hana Jalloul
Muro: vice-chair for the European
Parliament’s Committee on Foreign
Affairs; said in a statement that
the report comes “at a pivotal

moment: recognizing Saudi Arabia’s
geopolitical role in Ukraine: Gaza and
Syria.”

She reiterated support of this
“engagement and progress” as EU-
GCC strategic ties advance.

The report also underscored Saudi
Arabia’s importance as both a
traditional energy partner and a future
green energy leader. It highlighted
major potential for cooperation in
renewables; green hydrogen. and
critical raw materials.

The Kingdom’s pledge to produce
four million tonnes of clean hydrogen
annually by 2030 and achieve net-zero
emissions by 2060 was commended as
a cornerstone of future joint ventures.
Saudi Arabia is now among the top
10 global energy storage markets:
with the EU aiming to leverage its
advanced clean tech capabilities for
joint sustainability projects.

The parliament also acknowledged
Saudi Arabia’s strides in
entrepreneurship and  economic
reform. inviting deeper cooperation
on sustainable energy: critical raw

materialsc information technology:
and entrepreneurship — areas where
European investors and tech players
are expected to play a growing role.
The report stressed that economic
cooperation was “the cornerstone” of
the Saudi-EU ties.

“Together. Saudi Arabia and Europe
can reimagine how renewable energy
and connectivity power sustainable
growth. strengthen resilience; and
link our regions in ways that benefit
the global economy.” Al-Jedea told
Arab News.

“Impactful growth can be achieved
if we move forward together. with
confidence: mutual respect: and a
shared belief in a brighter future.”
While urging continued progress on
reform( the European Parliament
acknowledged = Saudi  Arabia’s
“meaningful social transformation.”
citing rising female workforce
participation (now at 36 percent)
the abolition of male guardianship

restrictions and the launch of
curriculum reforms to promote
tolerance.
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