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Trump sues the BBC lor delamation over editng of
January 6 speech, Seeks up to $10 billion in damages

ASHING: President Donald

Trump sued the BBC on
Monday for defamation over edited
clips of a speech that made it appear
he directed supporters to storm the
US Capitol. openinganinternational
front in his fight against media
coverage he deems untrue or unfair.
Trump accused Britain’s publicly
owned broadcaster of defaming
him by splicing together parts of a
January 6. 2021 speech. including
one section where he told supporters
to march on the Capitol and another
where he said “fight like hell.” It
omitted a section in which he called
for peaceful protest.
Trump’s lawsuit alleges the BBC
defamed him and violated a
Florida law that bars deceptive
and unfair trade practices. He is
seeking $5 billion in damages for
each of the lawsuit’s two counts.
The BBC has apologized to Trump.
admitted an error of judgment and
acknowledged that the edit gave the
mistaken impression that he had
made a direct call for violent action.
But it has said there is no legal basis
to sue.
Trump. in his lawsuit filed Monday
in Miami federal court. said the
BBC despite its apology “has made
no showing of actual remorse for
its wrongdoing nor meaningful
institutional changes to prevent
future journalistic abuses.”
The BBC is funded through a
mandatory license fee on all TV
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viewers. which UK lawyers say
could make any payout to Trump
politically fraught.

A spokesman for Trump’s legal
team said in a statement the BBC
“has a long pattern of deceiving its
audience in coverage of President
Trump. all in service of its own leftist
political agenda.”

A BBC spokesperson told Reuters
earlier on Monday that it had “no
further contact from President
Trump’s lawyers at this point. Our
position remains the same.” The
broadcaster did not immediately
respond to a request for comment
after the lawsuit was filed.

CRISIS LED TO
RESIGNATIONS

Facing one of the biggest crises in its
103-year history. the BBC has said
it has no plans to rebroadcast the
documentary on any of its platforms.
The dispute over the clip. featured
on the BBCs “Panorama”
documentary show shortly before
the 2024 presidential election.
sparked a public relations crisis
for the broadcaster. leading to the
resignations of its two most senior
officials. Trump’s lawyers say the
BBC caused him overwhelming

reputational and financial harm.
The documentary drew scrutiny
after the leak of a BBC memo by
an external standards adviser that
raised concerns about how it was
edited. part of a wider investigation
of political bias at the publicly funded
broadcaster. The  documentary
was not broadcast in the United
States. Trump may have sued in the
US because defamation claims in
Britain must be brought within a year
of publication. a window that has
closed for the “Panorama” episode.
To overcome the US Constitution’s
legal protections for free speech and
the press. Trump will need to prove
not only that the edit was false and
defamatory but also that the BBC
knowingly misled viewers or acted
recklessly. The broadcaster could
argue that the documentary was
substantially true and its editing
decisions did not create a false
impression. legal experts said. It could
also claim the program did not damage
Trump’s reputation. Other media
have settled with Trump. including
CBSand ABC when Trump sued them
following his comeback win in the
November 2024 election. Trump has
filed lawsuits against the New York
Times. the Wall Street Journal and a
newspaper in Iowa. all three of which
have denied wrongdoing. The attack
on the US Capitol in January 2021
was aimed at blocking Congress from
certifying Joe Biden’s presidential win
over Trump in the 2020 US election.
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Russia has thrust world into new
‘age of uncertainty’: UK spy chief

ONDON: Russia has propelled the world

into an “age of uncertainty” and the UK is
now operating in “a space between peace and
war.” Britain’s new MI6 spy chief said Monday.
“Let’s be in no doubt. Our world is more
dangerous and contested now than it has been
for decades.” Blaise Metreweli. the first woman
tolead the MI6 Secret Intelligence Service (SIS).
warned.
“Contflict is evolving and trust eroding. just as
new technologies spur both competition and
dependence.” she said.
In her maiden speech. the new head of Britain’s
MI6 foreign intelligence service highlighted the
“threat” posed by an “aggressive. expansionist
and revisionist” Russia.
In its war against Ukraine. Russian President
Vladimir Putin “is dragging out negotiations
and shifting the cost of war onto his own
population.” she said. “Russia is testing us
in the grey zone with tactics that are just
below the threshold of war.” she added.
Metreweli highlighted tactics by Moscow to
“bully. fearmonger and manipulate” through
cyberattacks on critical infrastructure. drones
buzzing around European airports. aggressive
activity on the seas and state-sponsored arson.
“Across the globe. we are now confronting not
one single danger. but an interlocking web of
security challenges — military. technological.
social. ethical even — each shaping the other in
complex ways.” she said.
“We are now operating in a space between
peace and war.”
And Metreweli warned that “our world is being
actively remade. with profound implications
for national and international security.
“Institutions which were designed in the ashes
ofthe Second World War are being challenged.”
Metreweli was appointed in June as the 18th
head of the service. The MI6 chief is the only
publicly named member of the organization
and reports directly to the foreign minister.

ONDON: Bondi Beach. one of —
Australia’s most beloved seaside =

-————_1

How an Australian citizen of Syrian origin
became the hero ol Bondi Beach and his nation

protect people.” he said. “When he
saw people lying on the ground and

destinations. became the site of
unspeakable violence on Sunday
evening. What started as a joyful
Hanukkah celebration attended by
families and tourists transformed in
moments into a scene of chaos and
bloodshed.

Gunmen opened fire on crowds
gathered for the “Chanukah by the
Sea” event. leaving multiple people
dead and dozens wounded. But amid
the terror and panic. a single act of
courage stood out.

An unarmed man tackled one of
the attackers. wrestled a rifle from
his hands and placed it out of reach.
likely saving scores of lives. The man
was Ahmed Al-Ahmed. a 43-year-
old father of two. a fruit-shop owner
and a Muslim Australian of Syrian
heritage.

Before that night. Al-Ahmed was far
from a public figure. He ran a modest
fruit shop in Sydney’s Sutherland
Shire. greeting customers by name
and living a life centered on family.
faith and community.

But his actions that evening
transformed him from a quiet local
business owner into a symbol of
bravery recognized around the world.
According to his cousin Mustafa Al-
Asaad. who spoke to Australian media
after the attack. Al-Ahmed acted not
out of calculation but conscience.
“When he saw people dying and their
families being shot. he couldn’t bear
to see people dying.” Al-Asaad said.
“It was a humanitarian act. more
than anything else. It was a matter of
conscience.

“He’s very proud that he saved even
one life. When he saw this scene.
people dying of gunfire. he told me.
T couldn’t bear this. God gave me
strength. I believe 'm going to stop
this person killing people’.”

The footage that emerged soon after

i

the attack captured the moment Al-
Ahmed ran toward danger.

With chaos erupting around him. he
sprinted at a gunman and brought
him to the ground. disarming the
attacker in the process. The images
spread across television and social
media. shocking viewers in Australia
and beyond.

But the act of confronting an armed
assailant came at great personal cost.
Al-Ahmed was shot twice during the
struggle. sustaining serious injuries
to his hand and shoulder.

He was rushed to hospital and
underwent  surgery. where he
remained in serious but stable
condition as tributes poured in.

The attack itself has been widely
condemned. Australian authorities
quickly characterized it as a terrorist
act. and Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese made a public address
praising the courage of civilians who
confronted the gunmen.

“We have seen Australians today
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run towards danger in order to help
others.” he said. “These Australians
are heroes. and their bravery has
saved lives.” In a separate statement.
New South Wales Premier Chris
Minns wrote on Facebook: “His
incredible bravery no doubt saved
countless lives when he disarmed a
terrorist at enormous personal risk.”
Minns. who visited the injured Al-
Ahmed at a hospital in Sydney on
Sunday. said it was an honor to “to
pass on the thanks of people across
NSW.” “There is no doubt that more
lives would have been lost if not for
Al-Ahmed’s selfless courage.”

Across the Pacific. US political leaders
also weighed in. President Donald
Trump. speaking at the White House.
commended Al-Ahmed’s decisive
action.

“It’s been a very. very brave person
.. who went and attacked frontally
one of the shooters and saved a lot
of lives.” Trump said. He referred to
the Bondi Beach attack as “a terrible

situation” butemphasized the courage
that shone through in a moment of
crisis. For many observers. theimages
of Al-Ahmed intervening challenged
simplistic narratives about identity
and violence.

Here was a Muslim of Middle Eastern
heritage. acting not out of ideology.
but out of a sense of moral obligation
and human solidarity. intervening
to protect people — many of them
Jewish — at a festival of light.

It was a moment that not only
captured global attention but
resonated deeply with communities
confronting rising Islamophobia and
antisemitism alike.

Muslim leaders in Australia and
abroad condemned the violent attack
while  highlighting ~ Al-Ahmed’s
response as reflective of values shared
across faith traditions.

His father. Mohamed Fateh Al-
Ahmed. told reporters through an
interpreter that he was proud of his
son’s actions. “He has the urge to

blood everywhere. his conscience
and soul immediately compelled him
to pounce on one of the terrorists
and snatch the gun from him.

“I feel pride and honor — because
my son is a hero of Australia.”

His mother. Malakeh Hasan Al-
Ahmed. echoed her husband’s
sentiments.

“He saw they were dying. and people
were losing their lives. and when that
guy (the shooter) ran out of ammo.
he took it from him. but he was hit.”
she said. “We pray that God saves
him.”

Al-Ahmed’s family background
is rooted in the Syrian diaspora.
Relatives say his parents emigrated
from the Idlib region. a part of
northwest Syria marked by decades
of conflict and displacement.

In Australia. they built a new life.
working hard. raising children and
becoming part of a multicultural
society where people from many
backgrounds live and work side by
side. It was in that environment —
shaped by community ties yet rarely
thrust into the spotlight — that
Al-Ahmed grew up. A practising
Muslim. he attended local mosque
events and was known as a generous
presence in his neighborhood. His
life before the attack was defined by
ordinary concerns: early mornings
at the fruit shop. football games with
his children. weekend dinners with
extended family. Nothing in his
personal history suggested that he
would become a symbol of defiance
and courage in the face of terror.
After the attack. though. his
community rallied around him.
Messages of support and admiration
came from across Australia. with
neighbors who knew him before
the tragedy expressing shock at the
sudden spotlight.




15 ‘ 2025 Jg¥1 581 (17) slagy¥t
(4000) aualt

Israel to demolish 25 residential
buildings in West Bank camp

ULKARM. Palestinian

Territories: The Israeli army
is to demolish 25 residential
buildings in the north West
Bank’s Nur Shams refugee camp
later this week. local authorities
said on Monday.
Abdallah Kamil. governor of the
Tulkarem governorate where
Nur Shams is located. said he
was informed of the planned
demolition by the Israeli Defense
Ministry body COGAT.
Faisal Salama. head of the
popular committee for Tulkarm
camp. which is near Nur Shams.
said the demolition order would
affect 25 buildings holding up to
100 family homes.
“We were informed by the
military and civil coordination
that the occupation will carry out
the demolition of 25 buildings on
Dec. 18. Thursday.” he said.
On Monday. a dozen displaced
Nur Shams residents held
a demonstration in front of
the armored military vehicles

blocking their way back to the
camp. protesting the demolition
orders.

Aisha Dama. a camp resident
whose four-floor family home.
housing about 30 people. is
among those to be demolished.
said she felt alone against the
military.

Also on Monday. appeals judges
at the International Criminal
Court rejected one in a series of
legal challenges brought by Israel
against the court’s probe into its
conduct of the Gaza war.

On appeal. judges refused
to overturn a lower court
decision that the prosecution’s
investigation into alleged crimes
under its jurisdiction could
include events following the
attack on Oct. 7. 2023.

The ruling means the arrest
warrants issued last year for
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his former
defense chief Yoav Gallant
remain in place.

Australian police say Bondi Beach mass
shooting was inspired by Daesh group

Australia:
shooting  in
which 15 people were killed
during a Hanukkah celebration
at Sydney’s Bondi Beach was
“a terrorist attack inspired by
Islamic State.” Australia’s federal

ELBOURNE.
A mass

police  commissioner
Barrett said Tuesday.
The suspects were a father and
son. aged 50 and 24. authorities
have said. The older man was
shot dead while his son was being
treated at a hospital on Tuesday.
A news conference by political
and law enforcement leaders on
Tuesday was the first time officials
confirmed their beliefs about
the suspects’ ideologies. Prime
Minister ~ Anthony  Albanese
said the remarks were based on
evidence obtained. including “the
presence of Islamic State flags in
the vehicle that has been seized.”
There are 25 people still being
treated in hospitals after Sunday’s
massacre. 10 of them in critical
condition. Three of them are
patients in a children’s hospital.
Also among them is Ahmed al
Ahmed. who was captured on
video tackling and disarming
one assailant. before pointing the
man’s weapon at him and then
setting it on the ground.

Krissy

Those killed ranged in age from
10 to 87 years old. They were
attending a Hanukkah event at
Australia’s most famous beach
Sunday when the gunshots rang
out.

Calls for stricter gun laws

Albanese and the leaders of some
of Australia’s states have pledged
to tighten the country’s already
strict gun laws in what would be
the most sweeping reforms since
a shooter killed 35 people in Port
Arthur. Tasmania in 1996. Mass
shootings in Australia have since
been rare.

Officials divulged more
information as public questions
and anger grew on the third
day following the attack about
how the suspects were able to
plan and enact it and whether
Australian Jews had been
sufficiently protected from rising
antisemitism.

Albanese announced plans to
further restrict access to guns. in
part because it emerged the older
suspect had amassed his cache of
six weapons legally.
“Thesuspected murderers. callous
in how they allegedly coordinated
their attack. appeared to have no
regard for the age or ableness of
their victims.” said Barrett. “It
appears the alleged killers were
interested only in a quest for a
death tally.”

Authorities probe suspects’ trip
to Philippines

The suspects traveled to the
Philippines last month. said Mal
Lanyon. the Police Commissioner
for New South Wales state. Their
reasons for the trip and where in
the Philippines they went would
be probed by investigators.
Lanyon said.

-
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Lelensky hails ‘real progress’ in
Berlin talks with Trump envoys

ERLIN: Ukrainian

President  Volodymyr
Zelensky said Monday that
talks in Berlin with US
President Donald Trump’s
envoys on ending the war
with Russia were “not easy”
but brought “real progress”
on the question of security
guarantees.
Zelensky met for a second
day with Trump’s special
envoy Steve Witkoff and
the president’s son-in-law
Jared Kushner for talks
aimed at ending the war that
started with Russia’s 2022
full-scale invasion. building
on a proposal initially put

forward by Trump.
He hailed new security
guarantees  offered by

Washington but also said
differences remained on the
question of what territories
Ukraine would have to cede
to battlefield enemy Russia.
“There has been sufficient
dialogue on the territory.
and I think that. frankly
speaking. we still have
different positions.”
Zelensky told reporters.

An upbeat German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
said the talks had created
the “chance for a real peace
process” and praised the US
for offering “substantial”
security guarantees.

From Washington. Trump
said he would hold a phone
call later Monday with
Zelensky and a group of
European leaders set to meet
in Berlin. among them UK
Prime Minister Keir Starmer
and  French  President
Emmanuel Macron.

Also expected were Italian
Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni. Polish  premier
Donald Tusk and Finland’s
President Alexander Stubb
and other leaders. as well as
NATO chief Mark Rutte and
European Commission head
Ursula von der Leyen.

The United States said it
had offered strong. NATO-
like security guarantees
to Ukraine and voiced
confidence that Russia would

accept. in what Washington
said would be a breakthrough
in ending the war.

- ‘Very strong
deterrence’ -

US officials described the
hours of talks in Berlin as
positive and said Trump in
his call would seek to push
forward the deal.

The US officials warned
Ukraine must accept the
deal. which they said would
provide security guarantees
in line with NATO’s Article
Five — which calls an attack
on one ally an attack on all.
“The basis of that agreement
is basically to have really.
really strong guarantees —
Article Five-like — also a
very. very strong deterrence”
in the size of Ukraine’s
military. a US official said on
condition of anonymity.
“Those guarantees will not
be on the table forever.
Those guarantees are on the
table right now if there’s a
conclusion that’s reached in
a good way.” he said.

Trump has previously ruled
out a formal entry of Ukraine
into NATO and sided with
Russia in calling Kyiv’s
aspirations to the alliance

a reason for the full-scale
invasion by Moscow.

Merz said any ceasefire must
be “secured by substantial
legal and material security
guarantees from the United
States and Europe. which
the United States has put on
the table here in Berlin in
terms of legal and material
guarantees.”

“This is truly remarkable.
This is a very important step
forward. which I very much
welcome.” he said.

- ‘Criminal attack’ -

Zelensky said about the talks
with the US side that “these
conversations are always not
easy” but that it had been “a
productive conversation.”
An official briefed on the US-
Ukrainian talks earlier told
AFP that US negotiators still
want Ukraine to cede control
of the eastern Donbas —
made up of the Donetsk and
Lugansk regions.

Moscow controls almost
all of Lugansk and about
80 percent of the Donetsk
region. according to the US-
based Institute for the Study
of War.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin “wants territory.”
said the official. adding

that the United States was
demanding that Ukraine
“withdraw” from the regions
and that Kyiv was refusing.
One of the US officials
acknowledged that there was
no agreement on territory.
Trump has called it inevitable
that Ukraine would need to
surrender territory to Russia.
an outcome anathematic to
Zelensky after his country’s
defense of nearly four years.
Russia.  meanwhile.  has
signalled it will insist on its
core demands. including
on territory and on Ukraine
never joining NATO.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on Monday that
Russia was expecting the
United States to “provide us
with the concept that is being
discussed in Berlin today.”
Merz vowed  sustained
support for Ukraine as it
fights back against what he
labelled “Putin’s criminal
attack.”

“We will only be able to
achieve lasting peace in
Europe together. with a
free and sovereign Ukraine.
a strong Ukraine that can
defend itself against Russian
attacks now and in the
future.” he said.

“The fate of Ukraine is the
fate of all Europe.”

Europe to launch international
commission for Ukraine war damages

HE HAGUE: European

leaders including
Ukraine's Volodymyr
Zelenskiy meet in The

Hague on Tuesday to launch
an International Claims
Commission to compensate
Kyiv for hundreds of billions
of dollars in damage from
Russian attacks and alleged
war crimes.

The one-day conference. co-
hosted by the Netherlands
and the 46-nation Council
of Europe. the continent's
top rights group. was to be
attended by dozens of senior
figures including European
Union foreign policy chief
Kaja Kallas.

The meeting coincides with
ongoing U.S.-backed peace
diplomacy aimed at stopping
the war. which began with
Russia's full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022.
Russian officials were not
immediately reachable to

comment on the plan. but
have repeatedly rejected
allegations  that  Russian

forces committed war crimes
during the conflict.
POSSIBLE AMNESTY IN
PEACE DEAL

The possible inclusion of
an amnesty for wartime

atrocities in a  peace
deal. which was at one
point proposed by the
administration of President
Donald Trump. could
complicate Europe's plans
to also compensate victims
of abuses in Ukraine ranging
from sexual violence and
child  deportations  to
destruction of religious sites.
The two-year-old Register of

Damage . which will become
part of the commission.
has received more than
80.000 claims submitted by
individuals.  organisations
and public bodies in Ukraine
under a wide range of
categories.

More than 50 states and
the European Union have
drafted a Council of Europe
convention to create the
commission. which will take
force after it has been ratified
by 25 signatories. as long as
sufficient funds have been
secured to finance the work.
Dozens of countries have

already indicated support
for the commission. likely
to be based in The Hague.
As many as 35 nations have
indicated they will sign the
convention at Tuesday's
meeting. a source familiar
with the discussions said.
The commission - thesecond
part of an international
compensation mechanism
for Ukraine - will review.
assess and decide on claims
submitted to the Register of
Damage for Ukraine. which
was created by the Council
of Europe in 2023. and
determine compensation
awards on a case-by-case
basis. Claims can be filed for
damage. loss or injury caused
by Russian acts committed
in or against Ukraine on
or after the February 24.
2022 invasion. The claims.
which  cover violations
of international law. can
be brought by affected
individuals. companies or
the Ukrainian state. a draft
of the proposal said.
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