Why US-Syrian
coordination

is more important
than ever
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at a Jewish event

Gunmen

at Sydney’s Bondi Beach

Kill at least
16 people
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Jeddah's King Abdulaziz
International Airport
reaches record 50 million
passengers in 2025

Oles

Australian Prime Minister
Albanese proposes tougher
national gun laws after
mass shooting in Sydney
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[srael army Says stvuck ree Hezbollan
members in southern Lebanon

ERUSALEM: The Israeli military said it
targeted three members of the Iran-backed
Hezbollah group in southern Lebanon on
Sunday.
“Since this morning (Sunday). the IDF
(military) has struck three Hezbollah terrorists
in several areas in southern Lebanon. The
terrorists took part in attempts to reestablish
Hezbollah’s terror infrastructure.” the military
said in a statement.
“Their activities constituted a violation of the
understandings between Israel and Lebanon.”
it added: referring to a November 2024
ceasefire that sought to end over a year of
fighting between Israel and Hezbollah.
A November 2024 ceasefire sought to end
over a year of fighting between Israel and the
Hezbollah militant group: which broke out
after the start of the Gaza war in October 2023.
But Israel has repeatedly bombed Lebanon
despite the truce: usually saying it is targeting
Hezbollah members and infrastructure to stop
the group from rearming.
The Israeli military issued a warning earlier on
Saturday announcing an imminent strike and
warning people in the Yanuh area of south
Lebanon to evacuate immediately.
But later Arabic-language spokesman Avichay
Adraee said “the strike was temporarily
suspended.” adding that the military “continues
to monitor the target.”
The suspension came after the Lebanese army
“requested access again to the specified site...
and to address the breach of the agreement.”
he said on X.
Adraee added that the military would “not
allow” Hezbollah to “redeploy or rearm.”
The year-old ceasefire monitoring mechanism
includes the United Nations: the United States
and France.
A Lebanese security source said the army had
previously tried to search the building that the
Israeli military wanted to target but could not
because of objections from residents.
But the source told AFP that the Lebanese army
was able to enter and search the building after
returning a second time: because residents “felt
threatened:” adding that they were evacuated
over fears of a strike.

Jeddan’s King Abdulaziz
[nternational Alrport reaches record
50 million passengers in 2025

EDDAH: King Abdulaziz International

Airport in Jeddah recorded a new historic
milestone on Sunday with the arrival of the
50-millionth passenger for year 2025.
The 50 million milestone marks the highest
number ever recorded by a Saudi airport since
the launch of civil aviation in the Kingdom the
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) reported.
It also placed KAIA among the world’s mega
airports in terms of passenger numbers.
The figure represents a 1.83 percent growth
from 49.1 million passenger arrival recorded
in 2024. “This achievement reflects the
qualitative transformation at KAIA and its
growing status as a regional hub and national
gateway connecting the Kingdom to the world.”
the report said.
It also underscores the airport’s vital role in
enhancing the Kingdom’s position as a global
tourist destination and a gateway to the Two
Holy Mosques by facilitating the movement of
visitorss Umrah performers: and pilgrims.
KAIA serves as a gateway to the holy cities
of Makkah and Madinah by facilitating the
movement of visitorsi Umrah performers: and
pilgrims. The lucky 50-millionth passenger
was a French national arriving from Paris
on a Saudia flight to participate in a sports
tournament hosted in Jeddah.
She was welcomed by JEDCO’s leadership. who
greeted her and presented a commemorative
gift to mark the occasion.
JEDCO Chief Executive Officer Mazen Johar
said that reaching 50 million passengers
reflects the airport’s high operational readiness
and marks a pivotal milestone in preparations
to double this figure in the coming years.
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Why US-Syrian coordination

IS more Important than ever

ONDON: A deadly terrorist

attack that targeted a joint
patrol of Syrian security forces
and US troops near the ancient
city of Palmyra has drawn strong
condemnation across the Arab
world: while also highlighting
the importance and potential of
emerging cooperation between
Damascus and Washington.
Saturday’s attack in Palmyra: in
Syria’s central Homs countryside:
struck a joint Syrian-US patrol
during a field tour of the area. The
cityc home to UNESCO-listed ruins:
was occupied by Daesh during two
periods between 2015 and 2017,
marked by systematic cultural
destruction: public executions and
severe repression of civilians.
According to official accounts:
the assailant opened fire on the
patroli killing two US soldiers and a
civilian interpreter. and wounding
three US troops and two Syrian
security personnel. US Central
Command said the attacker was
an alleged Daesh militant who was
subsequently killed.
In a post on the social-media
platform X¢ Syria’s Foreign Minister
Asaad Al-Shaibani condemned the
attack: calling it a “terrorist” assault
on a joint counterterrorism patrol.
He extended condolences to the
families of the victims and to the US
government and people: and wished
the injured a swift recovery.
On  Sunday: Syria’s Interior
Ministry said the attacker was a
member of the security forces who
had been identified for dismissal
over extremist views. Noureddine
Al-Baba: a ministry spokesperson:
said the individual had served for
more than 10 months; had been
posted to several cities and was due
to be fired for holding “extremist
Islamist ideas.”
US President Donald Trump:
meanwhile. warned of “very serious
retaliation.” describing the incident
as a Daesh attack in a part of Syria
“not fully controlled” by Damascus.
He added that Syria’s interim
president: Ahmad Al-Sharaa; was
“extremely angry and disturbed” by
the assault.
For Ghassan Ibrahim: a Syria
expert and founder of the Global
Arab Network: the attack exposes
long-standing structural problems
rather than a sudden failure.
“These problems are not new; what
is happening now is that we are
uncovering them:” he told Arab
News.
He said extremism and the
resurgence of Daesh were rooted in
the legacy of the deposed regime of
Bashar Assad: compounded by years
of international disengagement
and mismanagement of the Syrian
conflict. “Daesh: extremism and
similar threats are the direct result
of that failure” he said: adding
that the current moment should be

used to confront: rather than evade:
these realities.

Ibrahim argued that the Palmyra
incident must be understood in the
context of a rapidly rebuilt security
apparatus. The Syrian government:
he saidi has been working under
intense pressure to reconstruct its
army and internal security forces
after years of war. “What happened
was largely a consequence of the
urgency of that rebuilding process.”
he said.

Crucially: he added: the incident
could  ultimately  strengthen
cooperation with ~ Washington.
Syrian officials; through ongoing
contacts with US counterparts:
understand that despite the tragedy:
the attack could serve as a catalyst
for deeper coordination. “The
Americans understand this does not
point to a systemic security gap.”
Ibrahim said. “Incidents like this
can occur in any army: especially
one that is barely a year old.”

Both Ibrahim and Ibrahim Hamidi
editor-in-chief of the Arabic
magazine Al-Majalla; stressed that
the Palmyra attack underscores the
inseparable link between security
and development.

Central Syria: particularly the
vast and sparsely populated areas
around Palmyra stretching toward
the Euphrates; remains vulnerable
to Daesh remnants. Ibrahim said.
Many militantsc he noted: escaped
from prisons or camps once
controlled by Kurdish-led forces in
the northeast: sometimes through
bribery. and now operate with
relative freedom.

“Eliminating Daesh is essential
for  sustainable development.”
Ibrahim said. “Without security:
development cannot be sustained.”
He added that this dual imperative
explains Syria’s decision to join
the international coalition against

Daesh — a strategy aimed at
restoring stability while laying
the groundwork for long-term
recovery.

Hamidi echoed that assessment:
saying US talk of “retaliation”
would likely be interpreted in
Damascus as a signal of readiness
for closer cooperation rather than
confrontation. Such cooperation;
he said¢ could involve intelligence
sharing, operational coordination:
and stricter vetting of new recruits
in Syria’s General Security services.
But he cautioned that cooperation
is a delicate process. “It is built
quietly.” Hamidi said¢ noting that
Syria formally joined the Global
Coalition Against Daesh during
interim President Al-Sharaa’s visit
to Washington and his meeting
with Trump on Nov. 10. The
Palmyra attacki he added: is a
major test of whether trust can be
institutionalized.

Hamidi said when he met Al-
Sharaa in August. the Syrian leader.
who has survived three attempts
on his life by Daeshs: identified
the group as his enemy number
one citing the loss of 2,000 men so
far. Damascus. he added: expects
greater US support given that
Syrian government forces are Sunni
conservatives and direct partners in
the fightagainst Daesh: unlike other
regional actors.

Addressing the deeper question
of Syria’s need for international
backingi Hamidi said dismantling
the legacy of the former regime
— built over five or six decades —
cannot be achieved quickly or in
isolation. “The Palmyra attack is the
first in which both American and
Syrian victims were killed: but it
will not be the last.” he said. “Joint
counterterrorism operations will
reduce the risks.”

That message was echoed by Tom

Barracke the US ambassador to
Turkiye and special envoy for Syria
who said the attack underscored
Daesh’s enduring global threat.
Washington’s strategy: he said: is
to empower capable Syrian partners
with  limited US operational
support. keeping the fight local
while preventing a resurgence of the
group.

Meanwhile; Arab states have
strongly condemned the attack
in Syria. Saudi Arabia; the UAE
Bahrain and Jordan all issued
statements  rejecting  terrorism
and expressing solidarity with
Syria and the US: underscoring
regional backing for stability and
counterterrorism cooperation.

The attack came amid a broader
recalibration of US policy toward
Syria following the fall of the Assad’s
regime on Dec. 8 2024. Sanctions
have been eased: the Caesar Act
partially suspended: and Syria has
been reintegrated into international
frameworks: including the Global
Coalition Against Daesh as its 90th
member.

While Syria’s formal participation
in the anti-Daesh coalition is new:
coordination with the US began
shortly after the fall of Bashar
Assad’s regime: when the extremist
group appeared to be regrouping
and expanding its operations.
Daesh mounted at least 660 attacks
across Syria in 2024 — its most
active year since its territorial
defeat in 2019 — according to data
compiled by Syria Weekly.

On Nov. 8 two days before
President ~ Al-Sharaa’s trip to
Washington:  Syria’s Interior

Ministry said it had carried out 61
nationwide raids targeting Daesh
cells. The operations resulted in 71
arrests and the seizure of weapons
and explosives: the ministry told
state-run Al-Ekhbariya TV.

OS  ANGELES: Director-
actor Rob Reiner and his wife
Michele were the two people found
dead Sunday at a Los Angeles
home owned by Reiner: according

to a law enforcement official
briefed on the investigation.

The official could not publicly
discuss details of the investigation
and spoke to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity.

Investigators believe they suffered

stab wounds and a family
member is being questioned by
investigators. the official said.

The Los Angeles Fire Department

said it responded to a medical aid
request shortly after 3:30 p.m.
and found a 78-year-old man and
68-year-old woman dead inside.
Detectives with the Robbery
Homicide Division were
investigating an  “apparent
homicide” at Reiner’s home: said
Capt. Mike Bland with the Los
Angeles Police Department.

Los Angeles authorities have not
confirmed the identities of the
people found dead at the residence
in the upscale Brentwood
neighborhoodonthecity’swestside
that's home to many celebrities.

Rob Reiner and his wiie found dead with stab
wounds In Los Angeles home, AP source says

Reiner was long one of the most
prolific directors in Hollywood:
and his work included some of the
most memorable movies of the
1980s and ‘90s: including “This is
Spinal Tap.” “A Few Good Men.”
“When Harry Met Sally” and
“The Princess Bride.” His role as
Meathead in the 1970s TV classic
“All in the Family” alongside
Carol O’Connor’s Archie Bunker
catapulted him to fame and won
him two Emmy Awards.

Reiner turned 78 in March.
Messages to his representatives
were not immediately returned

Sunday night.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass
called Reiner’s death a devastating
loss for the city.

“Rob  Reiner’s contributions
reverberate throughout
American culture and society:
and he has improved countless
lives through his creative work
and advocacy fighting for social
and economic justice.” Bass said
in a statement. “An acclaimed
actor director. producer. writer:
and engaged political activist. he
always used his gifts in service of
others.”
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at a Jewish event at Sydney’s Bondi Beach

Gunmen Kill at least 16 people

~

YDNEY: An attack at one

of the world’s most famous
beaches killed 16 people.
including a child. Australian
officials said Monday. after
two gunmen opened fire at
a Hanukkah celebration on
Sydney’s Bondi Beach. Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
called it an act of antisemitic
terrorism.
Hundreds of people had
gathered at the beach for an
event to celebrate the first day
of Hanukkah. when gunmen
opened fire. At least 38 others
were injured in the attack.
New South Wales Health
Minister Ryan Park said the
death toll had risen from 12
to 16 overnight. including a
12-year-old child. Three other
children are being treated in
hospital. he said.
“This is absolutely horrendous
for the community broadly.
but particularly the Jewish
community. ... What we saw
last night was the worst of
humanity. but at the same time.
the very best of humanity.”
Park said.

The massacre at one of
Australia’s  most  popular
beaches followed a wave
of antisemitic attacks that

have roiled the country over
the past year. although the
authorities didn’t suggest those
and Sunday’s shooting were
connected. It is the deadliest
shooting in almost three
decades in a country with strict
gun control laws.

One gunman was fatally shot
by police and the second
was arrested and in critical
condition. authorities  said.
Police said one gunman was
known to security services. but
there was no specific threat.

At least 29 people were
confirmed wounded. including
two police officers. said Mal
Lanyon. police commissioner
for New South Wales state.
where Sydney is located.

Police said officers were
examining a number of
suspicious  items. including

improvised explosive devices
found in one of the suspect’s
car.

The shooting targeted a Jewish
celebration

“This attack was designed
to target Sydney’s Jewish
community.” New South Wales

L

Premier Chris Minns said.

The violence erupted at the
end of a summer day when
thousands had flocked to Bondi
Beach. including hundreds
gathered for the Chanukah by
the Sea event celebrating the
start of the eight-day Hanukkah
festival.

Chabad. an Orthodox Jewish
movement that runs outreach
around the world and sponsors
public events during major
Jewish  holidays. identified
one of the dead as Rabbi Eli
Schlanger. assistant  rabbi
at Chabad of Bondi and an
organizer of the event.

Israel's  Foreign  Ministry
confirmed the death of an
Israeli citizen. but gave no
further details.

Police said emergency services
were called to Campbell Parade
in Bondi about 6:45 p.m.
responding to reports of shots
being fired. Video filmed by
onlookers showed people in
bathing suits running from
the water as shots rang out.
Separate footage showed two
men in black shirts firing with
long guns from a footbridge
leading to the beach. as sirens
wailed and people cried out in
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the background.

One dramatic clip broadcast on
Australian television showed
a man appearing to tackle and
disarm one of the gunmen.
before pointing the man’s
weapon at him. then setting the
gun on the ground.

Minns called the man. named
by relatives to Australian media
as fruit shop owner Ahmed al
Ahmed. a “genuine hero.”
Witnesses fled and hid as shots

rang out
Arsen Ostrovsky. a lawyer
attending  the  Hanukkah

ceremony with his wife and
daughters. was grazed in the
head by a bullet. Ostrovsky
said he moved from Israel to
Australia two weeks ago to
work for a Jewish advocacy
group.

“What I saw today was pure
evil. just an absolute bloodbath.
Bodies strewn everywhere.” he
told The Associated Press in an
email from the hospital. “It was
like reliving Oct. 7 all over.”

“I never thought would be
possible here in Australia.”
Lachlan Moran. 32. from
Melbourne. told the AP he was
waiting for his family when he
heard shots. He dropped the

‘1 1.;'- r‘j ﬂ‘*.

L

beer he was carrying and ran.
“I sprinted as quickly as I
could.” Moran said. He said he
heard shooting off and on for
about five minutes. “Everyone
just  dropped all their
possessions and everything
and were running and people
were crying and it was just
horrible.”
Australian leader
shock and grief
Albanese told reporters in the
capital. Canberra. that he was
“devastated” by the massacre.
“This is a targeted attack on
Jewish Australians on the
first day of Hanukkah. which
should be a day of joy. a
celebration of faith. An act of
evil. antisemitism. terrorism
that has struck the heart of our
nation.” Albanese said.

He vowed the violence would be
met with “a moment of national
unity where Australians across
the board will embrace their
fellow Australians of Jewish
faith.”

King Charles III said he and
Queen Camilla were “appalled
and saddened by the most
dreadful antisemitic terrorist
attack”  United  Nations
Secretary-General =~ Antoénio

expresses

Guterres said on X he was
horrified. and his “heart is
with the Jewish community
worldwide.”

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said in a post on X:
“The United States strongly
condemns the terrorist attack
in Australia targeting a Jewish
celebration. Antisemitism has
no place in this world.”

Police in cities around the
world. including London. said
they would step up security at
Jewish sites.

Antisemitic attacks have roiled
Australia

Australia. a country of 28
million people. is home to
about 117.000 Jews. according
to official figures. Antisemitic
incidents. including assaults.
vandalism.  threats and
intimidation. surged more
than threefold in the country
during the year after Hamas
attacked Israel on Oct. 7. 2023.
and Israel launched a war on
Hamas in Gaza in response. the
government’s Special Envoy to
Combat Antisemitism Jillian
Segal reported in July.

Last year. the country was
rocked by antisemitic attacks
in Sydney and Melbourne.

Australian Prime Minister Albanese proposes
national gun laws aiter mass shooting in Sydney

YDNEY: Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
on Monday proposed tougher
national gun laws after a mass
shooting targeted a Hanukkah
celebration on Sydney’s Bondi

Beach leaving at least 15
people dead.

Albanese said he would
propose new restrictions:

including limiting the number
of guns a licensed owner can
obtain. His proposals were
announced after the authorities
revealed that the older of the

two gunmen — who were a
father and son — had amassed
his six guns legally.

“The government is prepared
to take whatever action is
necessary. Included in that is
the need for tougher gun laws.”
Albanese told reporters.

“People’s circumstances

can change. People can be
radicalized over a period of
time. Licenses should not be
in perpetuity.” he added.

At least 38 people were being
treated in hospitals after
the massacre on Sunday:
when the two shooters fired
indiscriminately ~ on  the
beachfront festivities. Those
killed included a 10-year-old
girle a rabbi and a Holocaust
survivor.

The horror at Australia’s most
popular beach was the deadliest
shooting in almost three
decades in a country with strict
gun control laws primarily
aimed at removing rapid-
fire rifles from circulation.
Albanese called the massacre
an act of antisemitic terrorism
that struck at the heart of the
nation.

swift

He pledged change:
planning on Monday
afternoon to present his gun
law proposals to a national
cabinet meeting that includes
state leaders. Some of the
measures would also require
state legislation.

“Some laws are commonwealth
and some laws are implemented
by the states.” the Australian
leader said. “What we want to
do is to make sure that we’re all
completely on the same page.”
Australia’s gun laws were
revised after a 1996 massacre

in the Tasmanian town of Port
Arthurc where a lone gunman

killed 35 people.

Jewish leaders lambast
antisemitism measures
Meanwhile, the  massacre

provoked questions about
whether Albanese and his
government had done enough
to curb rising antisemitism.
Jewish  leaders and the
massacre’s survivors expressed
fear and fury as they questioned
why the men hadn’t been
detected before they opened
fire.

“There’s been a heap of
inaction”  said  Lawrence
Stand: a Sydney man who raced
to a Bar Mitzvah celebration
in Bondi when the violence
erupted to find his 12-year-old
daughter. “But the people were
warned about this. ... And still

Synagogues and cars were
torched. businesses and homes
graffitied and Jews attacked
in those cities. where 85
percent of the nation’s Jewish
population lives.

Albanese in August blamed
Iran for two of the attacks and
cut diplomatic ties to Tehran.

Pastor Matt Graham was
conducting a service at
Bondi  Anglican  Church

when panicked people began
entering for shelter. He said
antisemitism has been brewing
in Sydney’s eastern suburbs
including Bondi. where the
Jewish community is centered.
“I'm surrounded by antisemitic
graffiti constantly. I think for
our community in the east (of
Sydney). and as a Christian.
I just want to declare I stand
with the people of Israel.”
Graham told the Australian
Broadcasting Corp.

Israel ~ urged  Australia’s
government to address crimes
targeting Jews. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said he
warned Australia’s leaders
months ago about the dangers
of failing to take action against
antisemitism. He  claimed
Australia’s decision — in line
with scores of other countries
— to recognize a Palestinian

state “pours fuel on the
antisemitic fire.”
“Your  government  did

nothing to stop the spread of
antisemitism in Australia ...
and the result is the horrific
attacks on Jews we saw today.”
Netanyahu said.

Shooting deaths in Australia
are rare

Mass shootings in Australia
are extremely rare. A 1996
massacre in the Tasmanian
town of Port Arthur. where a
lone gunman killed 35 people.
prompted the government to
drastically tighten gun laws.
making it much more difficult
to acquire firearms.

Significant mass shootings this
century included two murder-
suicides with death tolls of
five people in 2014 and seven
in 2018. in which gunmen
killed their own families and
themselves.

In 2022. six people were killed
in a shootout between police
and Christian extremists at a
rural property in Queensland
state.

tougher

not enough has been done by
our government.”

“I think the federal government
has made a number of
missteps on antisemitism(”
Alex Ryvchini spokesperson
for the Australian Council of
Executive Jewry: told reporters
gathered on Monday near the
site of the massacre. “I think
when an attack such as what we
saw yesterday takes place the
paramount and fundamental
duty of government is the
protection of its citizens
so there’s been an immense
failure.”

An investigation was needed:
Ryvchin saidi into “how that
was allowed to take place.”
Those investigations  were
beginning to unfold Monday.
More details about the shooters
emerge
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