Can citizen-led clinics Syria's president vows US Congress moves Pakistani Taliban
fill the void left in to promote coexistence, ‘g toward repeal kill six soldiers
Sudan's shattered reconciliation one year . Sof st of tough 'Caesar’ in checkpoint
health system? after Assad's ousting J sanctions on Syria attack
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ASHINGTON: A set of tough US

sanctions imposed on Syria under its
former leader Bashar Assad could be lifted
within weeks. after their repeal was included
in a sweeping defense policy bill unveiled
during the weekend and due for votes in
Congress within days. The Senate and House
of Representatives included repeal of the so-
called Caesar sanctions. a move seen as key to
Syria’s economic recovery. in a compromise
version of the National Defense Authorization
Act. or NDAA. a sweeping annual defense
policy bill that was unveiled late on Sunday.
The provision in the 3.000-page defense bill
repeals the 2019 Caesar Actand requires regular
reports from the White House certifying that
Syria’s government is fighting Daesh militants.
upholding religious and ethnic minority rights
within the country and not taking unilateral.
unprovoked military action against its
neighbors. including Israel.
The NDAA is expected to pass by the end of
this year and be signed into law by President
Donald Trump. whose fellow Republicans
hold majorities in both the House and Senate
and lead the committees that wrote the bill.
Lifting the sanctions is considered a key to
the success of Syria’s new government. Several
Saudi Arabian firms are planning billion-dollar
investments in the country as part of Riyadh’s
drive to support the country’s recovery. The
US sanctions have been a significant obstacle to
Syria’s economic revival.
Trump announced plans to lift all sanctions
on Syria during a meeting with Syrian
President Ahmed Al-Sharaa in May. and
his administration has suspended them
temporarily. However. the Caesar sanctions.
the most stringent restrictions. can only be
removed permanently by an act of Congress.
The 2019 Caesar Act imposed wide-ranging
sanctions on Syria targeting individuals.
companies and institutions linked to Assad.
who was the president of Syria from 2000 until
his ouster in 2024 by rebel forces led by Sharaa.
Syrian central bank Governor AbdulKader
Husrieh told Reuters last week that the
country’s economy was growing faster than
had been expected. He described the repeal of
many US sanctions as “a miracle.”
The sanctions are named after a Syrian military
photographer. code-named “Caesar.” who
smuggled out thousands of gruesome photos
documenting torture and war crimes by
Assad’s government.

The U aid coordination agency cut it
Junding appeal alter Western Support lanes

ENEVA: The UN’s humanitarian aid

coordination office is downsizing its
appeal for annual funding in 2026 after support
this year. mostly from Westerngovernments.
plunged to the lowest level in a decade.
The United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs said Monday it was
seeking $33 billion to help some 135 million
people cope with fallout from wars. climate
disasters. earthquakes. epidemics and food
shortages. This year. it took in $15 billion. the
lowest level in a decade.
The office says next year it wants more than $4.1
billion to reach 3 million people in Palestinian
areas. another $2.9 billion for Sudan — home
to the world’s largest displacement crisis — and
$2.8 billion for a regional plan around Syria.
“In 2025. hunger surged. Food budgets were
slashed — even as famines hit parts of Sudan
and Gaza. Health systems broke apart.” said
OCHA chief Tom Fletcher. “Disease outbreaks
spiked. Millions went without essential food.
health care and protection. Programs to protect
women and girls were slashed. hundreds of aid
organizations shut.” The UN aid coordinator
sought $47 billion for this year and aimed to
help 190 million people worldwide. Because of
the lower support. it and humanitarian partners
reached 25 million fewer people this year than in
2024. The donor fatigue comes as many wealthy
European countries face security threats from
an increasingly assertive Russia on their eastern
flank and have experienced lackluster economic
growth in recent years. putting new strains on
government budgets and the consumers who
pay taxes to sustain them.

(an citizen-led clinics fill the void leit
In Sudan’s Shattered health system?

ONDON: As Sudan’s war

forces millions to flee. the
remote frontier town of Wadi
Halfa. near the Egyptian border.
has become a bottleneck for
displaced families — and a focal
point of the country’s spiraling
public health crisis.
Where trauma. hunger. and
war wounds converge daily.
one clinic is offering desperate
families much-needed respite.
Grassroots health initiatives
like this are filling the gaps
where state and international
aid agencies have fallen short.
Since April 2023. when a violent
power struggle between the
Sudanese Armed Forces and
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces plunged the country
into civil war. Sudan has faced a
multi-layered catastrophe.
More than 12 million people
have been displaced. and the
conflict between the SAF and
RSF — which some estimates
suggest has killed over 150.000
— has triggered the world’s
largest humanitarian crisis.
In Northern State. Wadi Halfa
has transformed from a sleepy
border town into a safe haven
for thousands of people on the
move.
Here. a grassroots. diaspora-
supported facility — Nubia
Health — is offering a
community-based model of care
built to withstand the collapse of
the national health system.
Dr. Majdi Osman. a doctor and
scientist at the University of
Cambridge and the founder of
Nubia Health. recently returned
from Sudan and noted that the
city’s population had “grown so
much” since his last visit.
“So many of the people who
were there have come from
other parts of Sudan. from
Khartoum and from Darfur and
Blue Nile. the Nuba Mountains.
The city itself has become much
more diverse.” he said.
Many new arrivals. including
doctors. had originally intended
to reach Egypt. which now hosts
the largest share of Sudanese
refugees. Instead. they remained
in Wadi Halfa. giving the town
newfound status as a place of
refuge.
Despite the sanctuary it offers.
signs of war are everywhere.
Osman said that while the
conflict has not reached Wadi
Halfa directly. a heavy military
presence is felt through
checkpoints and a 10 p.m.
curfew.
Even here. he said. “you do
feel like life is very different to
how it once was before the war.
where it was much freer and
people could congregate and
move around freely.”
The newarrivals carrythe hidden
scars of a brutal conflict. but it
is often medical emergencies —
chronic. unmanaged. and severe
— that finally force families to
flee.
Osman described one family
who stayed in Khartoum for
months despite the violence.
only moving north when a
dire health crisis struck. One of
their children appeared to have
leukemia and was deteriorating
rapidly. while the mother. who
had severe kidney disease.
needed dialysis.
“Eventually they were able to
transfer their son through to
Egypt to get treatment. but
the rest of the family stayed in
Sudan because they couldn’t
move over.” he said.
Such trauma is widespread.
Health emergencies are
“triggering their need to move
to Wadi Halfa.” he said. leading
to “families separated because of

the medical needs of one or two
members of the family.”

Maternal health has also
suffered devastating  blows.
Osman recounted the story
of an expectant mother who
“unfortunately went into labor
early and lost her child” while
fleeing to Wadi Halfa. Now
pregnant again. her hope is
simply to deliver safely and raise
her baby with access to basic
child healthcare.

Beyond injuries and chronic
illness. the collapse of supply
chains has produced severe.
preventable  health  crises.
Osman recalled meeting a
teacher whose student had gone
blind from untreated Vitamin A
deficiency — “something that
you only hear or read about in
the UK in medical textbooks.”
He said the health effects of the
war are “very obvious.” and that
the absence of medical support
appears in “every conversation.”
The tragedies unfolding in
Wadi Halfa reflect a national
health system in free fall. Even
before the war. decades of
underinvestment left Sudan’s
system fragile. with 70 percent
of healthcare providers
concentrated in Khartoum.
which serves just 20 percent of
the population.

Since fighting began. fewer than
30 percent of health facilities
remain functional.

The World Health Organization
has verified 198 attacks on
health infrastructure since April
2023, resulting in 1.735 health
workers and patients killed. and
438 wounded.

Hospitals have been looted.
bombed. and  militarized.
including the occupation of
Al-Nuhud Hospital in West

Kordofan. WHO  Director-
General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus has said such

attacks “must stop.”

The public health crisis is
now spiraling. Medecins Sans
Frontieres teams report extreme
levels of acute malnutrition.
finding that more than 70
percent of children under 5
who fled El-Fasher were acutely
malnourished.

Malnutrition is also widespread
in Khartoum and Blue Nile.
driven by “inadequate food.
disease. insecurity. lack of
livelihoods and unsafe living
conditions.”

Cholera. measles. and malaria
are spreading rapidly. Since
cholera’s resurgence in July
2024. more than 83.000 cases
and 2.100 deaths have been
reported. Immunization
coverage has fallen to its lowest
level in 40 years.

Women and children are
bearing the heaviest burden.
Maternal. newborn. and child
health services typically collapse
early in conflict. and pregnant
women are increasingly giving

birth without skilled attendants.
Even before the war. the UN
Children’s Fund estimated
that 78.000 children under
5 were dying annually from
preventable causes — a number
expected to triple.
Gender-based violence is also
surging. with reports of rape
used systematically as a weapon
of war. including against very
young girls. Survivors have
almost no access to mental
health or protection services.

In this vacuum. grassroots
initiatives such as Nubia Health
are emerging as resilient new
models.

Osman described his shock
upon returning to Sudan last
month expecting a major
international humanitarian
presence responding to “the
largest humanitarian disaster
in the world at the moment.”
Instead. he found “there’s
nothing.”

Support was instead coming
from ordinary Sudanese. “It’s
just people in the neighborhoods
providing support to each other.
Many houses in Wadi Halfa
were just hosting refugees.”
This reality underscores the
importance of the Nubia Health
model. centered on community
ownership and long-term
sustainability.

Though based in Wadi Halfa.
the organization aims to scale
community health programs
nationwide. ensuring people
can access basic care with
dignity and safety.

Dr. Khalil. the director of
Nubia Health. highlighted the
effectiveness of the model.
“Sudanese-run and diaspora-
supported clinics like ours play
an important role in expanding
access to reliable. community-
based healthcare.” he said.

“We combine local knowledge
and trust with the technical
and financial support of our
diaspora colleagues.”

The clinic provides a vital range
of services. from managing
chronic conditions such as
hypertension and diabetes to
treating respiratory infections.
diarrheal disease. and seasonal
malaria.

Khalil said many pregnant
women face anemia. delayed
antenatal visits. and limited
follow-up. The clinic provides
antenatal care  throughout
pregnancy and is establishing

pathways to ensure safer
deliveries.
Recognizing widespread

depression and post-traumatic
stress disorder linked to the
war. the center also employs a
psychologist.

Osman said they will work with
the International Organization
for Migration and UNICEF to
support survivors of gender-
based violence. offering both
medical and psychological care.
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U8 Judge rejects Trump administration'
fall of wind energy permils

OSTON: A federal judge on Monday struck

down an order by US President Donald
Trump’s administration to halt all federal
approvals for new wind energy projects. saying
that agencies’ efforts to implement his directive
were unlawful and arbitrary.
Agencies including the US Departments of the
Interior and Commerce and the Environmental
Protection Agency have been implementing
a directive to halt all new approvals needed
for both onshore and offshore wind projects
pending a review of leasing and permitting
practices.
Siding with a group of 17 Democratic-led
states and the District of Columbia. US District
Judge Patti Saris in Boston said those agencies
had failed to provide reasoned explanations for
the actions they took to carry out the directive
Trump issued on his first day back in office on
January 20.
They could not lawfully under the
Administrative Procedure Act indefinitely
decline to review applications for permits.
added Saris. who was appointed by Democratic
President Bill Clinton.
New York Attorney General Letitia James. a
Democrat whose state led the legal challenge.
called the ruling “a big victory in our fight to
keep tackling the climate crisis” in a social
media post.
White House spokeswoman Taylor Rogers said
in a statement that Trump through his order
had “unleashed America’s energy dominance
to protect our economic and national security.”
Trump has sought to boost government
support for fossil fuels and maximize output in
the United States. the world’s top oil and gas
producer. after campaigning for the presidency
on the refrain of “drill. baby. drill.”
The states. led by New York. sued in May. after
the Interior Department ordered Norway’s
Equinor to halt construction on its Empire
Wind offshore wind project off the coast of
New York.
While the administration allowed work on
Empire Wind to resume. the states say the
broader pause on permitting and leasing
continues to have harmful economic effects.
The states said the agencies implementing
Trump’s order never said why they were
abruptly changing longstanding policy
supporting wind energy development.
Saris agreed. saying the policy “constitutes
a change of course from decades of agencies
issuing (or denying) permits related to wind
energy projects.”
The defendants “candidly concede that the
sole factor they considered in deciding to stop
issuing permits was the President’s direction to
do so.” Saris wrote.
An offshore wind energy trade group welcomed
the ruling.
“Overturning the unlawful blanket halt to
offshore wind permitting activities is needed
to achieve our nation’s energy and economic
priorities of bringing more power online
quickly. improving grid reliability. and driving
billions of new American steel manufacturing
and shipbuilding investments.” Oceantic
Network CEO Liz Burdock said in a statement.

(ambodian deaih toll In Thai border
clashes rises (o 6: defense ministry

forces shelled
overnight into

HNOM PENH: Thai
Cambodian positions
Tuesday. killing two more civilians. Phnom

Penh’s defense ministry said. bringing
Cambodia’s civilian death toll in the reignited
border conflict to six.

The Thai military fired into the border
province of Banteay Meanchey after midnight.
“resulting in the deaths of two civilians
who were traveling on National Road 56 by
shelling.” the Cambodian defense ministry
said in a Facebook post.

Information minister Neth Pheaktra said that
at least four Cambodian civilians were killed by
Thai shelling on Monday in the provinces of
Preah Vihear and Oddar Meanchey which also
border Thailand.

Around 10 other civilians were wounded. he
said on Monday.
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SYTI@'s president vows fo promote coexistence,
reconciliation one year iter Assad's ousting

AMASCUS: Syrian

President Ahmad Al-Sharaa
vowed to usher in an era of justice
and coexistence a year after the
overthrow of Bashar Assad. with
tens of thousands taking to the
streets to mark the anniversary.
Sharaa’s  alliance  launched
a lightning offensive in late
November last year and took
Damascus on December 8.
bringing a sudden end to more
than five decades of Assad family
rule and over a decade of civil
war.
Jubilant ~ crowds  thronged
the streets of the capital and
other major cities. many
people waving Syrian flags.
AFP  correspondents  said.
after mosques in the Old City
began the day broadcasting
celebratory prayers at dawn.
“Today. with the dawn of
freedom. we declare a historic
break with that legacy. a
complete dismantling of the
illusion of falsehood. and a
permanent departure from the
era of despotism and tyranny.
ushering in a bright new dawn
— a dawn founded on justice.
benevolence... and  peaceful
coexistence.” Sharaa said in a
speech to mark the occasion.
His speech was followed by
continued celebrations across
Syria with fireworks exploding
above the massive crowds who
chanted along to revolutionary
songs played over loudspeakers.
Sharaa also reaffirmed “our
commitment to the principle
of transitional justice to ensure
accountability for all those who
violated the law and committed
crimes against the Syrian people.”
The civil war. which erupted
in 2011 with the Assad
government’s brutal crackdown

on pro-democracy protests.
killed more than half a million
people and displaced millions
from their homes.

Tens of thousands of people
are still missing. many after
disappearing into the former

government’s  prisons. with
families awaiting justice for
Assad-era atrocities.

‘Like a miracle’

“What happened over the past
year seems like a miracle.” said
Iyad Burghol. 44. a doctor. noting
major developments including
President Donald Trump’s
embrace of Sharaa. who once had

a US bounty on his head.
After years of war and economic
crisisc. people need  basics

like electricity “but the most
important thing to me is civil
peace.” Burghol told AFP.

Sharaa has made progress
abroad like restoring Syria’s
international ~ standing  and

winning sanctions relief. but he
faces major challenges at home
including gaining people’s trust.
guaranteeing security. rebuilding
institutions and keeping his
fractured country united.

“The current phase requires
the unification of efforts by all
citizens to build a strong Syria.
consolidate its stability. safeguard
its sovereignty. and achieve a
future befitting the sacrifices of
its people.” Sharaa said following
dawn prayers at Damascus’s
famous Umayyad Mosque.

He was wearing military garb
as he did when he entered the
capital a year ago.

Humanitarian worker Ghaith
Tarbin. 50. expressed hope
the government would now
“prioritize civil peace” after years
of war laid waste to swathes of the
country.

Beijing court orders Malaysia Airlines to

wil

EIJING: A Beijing court

has ruled that Malaysia
Airlines must pay 2.9 million
yuan ($410.000) each to the
families of eight passengers who
went missing in the mysterious
disappearance of the MH370
flight more than a decade ago.
The court ordered the airline to
pay each family compensation
for the death of their loved one.
funeral expenses and damages
stemming  from  emotional
distress. it said in a statement
Monday. Although it is not
known what happened to the
passengers. they have been
declared legally dead.
There were 239 passengers and

pay damages to iamilies of MH370 victims
s op b .. *‘::,r ﬂéﬁ. o

crew members on the flight that

disappeared  after  departing
Kuala Lumpur for Beijing in
2014. Despite years of searches.
it's unknown why the plane
went down or what happened
to the people on board. Most of
the passengers were Chinese.
and their families in China have
continued to seek answers.

The court said that another 23
cases remain pending. In 47
other cases. families have reached
agreements with the airlines and
withdrawn their suits.

Last Wednesday. the Malaysian
government said it would resume
a search for the missing plane
starting Dec. 30.

.

News

saudi Arabia, Qatar sign deal
10 build high-speed rail link

IYADH: Saudi Arabia

and Qatar signed an
agreement on Monday to
build a high-speed rail link
between the two countries.
The announcement came
after a meeting in Riyadh
between Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and
Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani. held
under the framework of the
Saudi-Qatari Coordination
Council.
The train link. which will

connect King  Salman
International Airport
in Riyadh to Hamad
International ~ Airport in

Doha. will be a first for the
two nations and reduce travel
time between the two capitals
to just two hours.

According to a joint
statement. the project is
expected to be completed
within six years and create
30.000 jobs across the two
countries. Once operational
it will carry more than 10
million passengers a year.
The leaders witnessed the
signing of the deal at Al-
Yamamah Palace in Riyadh.
where they also co-chaired
the eighth session of the
Qatari-Saudi Coordination
Council.

The deal was signed by

Saudi

Transport  and
Logistics Services Minister
Saleh Al-Jasser and Qatar’s
Transport Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulla bin
Mohammed Al-Thani. It is
seen as a strategic step aimed
at enhancing cooperation.
developmental integration
and sustainable development
and demonstrating a shared
commitment to regional
prosperity.

The high-speed line will
stretch 785 km and carry
trains capable of traveling
at speeds above 300 kph.
There will be a number
of stops between the two
airports. including Hofufand

Dammam.

The service is expected to
significantly improve rail
travel in the region and
provide a boost to trade
and tourism. The economic
benefit to both countries
has been estimated at SR115
billion ($30.6 billion).
Designed using state-of-the-
art technologies and smart
engineering. the line will also
contribute to environmental
sustainability by reducing

carbon  emissions  and
supporting the transition
to more efficient and
innovative transport

options. This makes it one of
the key projects supporting

regional development and
strengthening connectivity
and integration among the
Gulf Cooperation Council
countries.

During the council meeting.
the two sides highlighted the
strength of their economic
ties. with bilateral trade in
2024 up 634 percent since
2021 at $930.3 million
(excluding re-exported
goods).

Sheikh Tamim was
accompanied at the
talks by Prime Minister
Sheikh  Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Al-Thani and other senior
officials.

Magniiude 7.5 quake In northern Japan injures
23 people and triggers a 2-ool (sunami

OKYO: A powerful 7.5

magnitude earthquake
struck off northern Japan late
Monday. injuring 23 people
and triggering a tsunami in
Pacific coast communities.
officials said. Authorities
warned of possible
aftershocks and an increased
risk of a megaquake.
The Japanese government
was still assessing damages
from the tsunami and late-
evening quake. which struck

at about 11:15 p.m. in the
Pacific Ocean. around 80
kilometers (50 miles) off
the coast of Aomori. the
northernmost prefecture of
Japan’s main Honshu island.

“I've  never experienced
such a big shaking”
convenience store owner

Nobuo Yamada told the
public broadcaster NHK in
the Aomori prefecture town
of Hachinohe. adding that
“luckily” power lines were

still operating in his area.

A tsunami of up to 70
centimeters (2 feet. 4 inches)
was measured in Kuji port in
Iwate prefecture. just south of
Aomori. and tsunami levels
of up to 50 centimeters struck

other coastal communities
in the region. the Japan
Meteorological Agency

said. The Fire and Disaster
Management Agency said 23
people were injured. including
one seriously. Most of them

were hit by falling objects. NHK
reported. adding that several
people were injured in a hotel
in Hachinohe and a man in
Tohoku was slightly hurt when
his car fell into a hole. The
meteorological agency reported
the quake’s magnitude as 7.5.
down from its earlier estimate
of 7.6. It issued an alert for
potential tsunami surges of up
to 3 meters (10 feet) in some
areas and later downgraded to
an advisory.

Pakistani Taliban Kill SIX
soldiers In checkpoint attack

ESHAWAR. Pakistan:

Pakistani Taliban
militants stormed a security
checkpoint in Pakistan’s
northwestern border area
with Afghanistan. killing six
soldiers and wounding four
others. a government official
said Tuesday.
Pakistan has faced a surge
in militant attacks along
its border regions since the
Taliban authorities retook
control in Kabul in 2021.
It accuses Afghanistan of
harboring the insurgents.
a claim the Taliban
government denies.
Late Monday. more than a
dozen armed men attacked
the checkpoint. leading to
a heavy exchange of fire in
Kurram. a tribal district
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province.
“Six security personnel were
martyred and four were
injured. while two militants
were also killed in the
fighting.” the government
official posted in Kurram.
who was not authorized
to speak to the media. told
AFP on the condition of

anonymity.

The Pakistani Taliban group.
or Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP). has long
been active in the region.
and claimed responsibility
for the attack.

Pakistan accuses the Taliban
authorities in Afghanistan
of sheltering TTP militants

and allowing them to launch

cross-border attacks from
there — a charge Kabul
denies.

The border between the
two countries has been
closed since the clashes in
October. though Pakistan
said last week it would allow
UN aid supplies to pass to

Afghanistan soon.

The attack comes days after
an exchange of gunfire and
shelling between Afghan and
Pakistani forces at a major
border crossing that killed
four civilians and one soldier.
according to Afghanistan.
Each side accused the other
of starting the fighting.
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