Bulgaria moves to
prevent shutdown of
its only oil refinery
ahead of US sanctions
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Putin appoints
deputy defense
minister Bulyga to
security council
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UN genocide adviser
warns ‘threshold about
to be crossed’ in Sudan'’s
El-Fasher atrocities
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News

Indonesia probes student ater
nearly 100 hurt in school blasts

JAKARTA

Indonesian authorities said Saturday they
were investigating a student over their
alleged involvement in explosions that
wounded nearly 100 people at a school in
the capital Jakarta.

The blasts hit a school mosque in North
Jakarta just as people were gathering for
Friday prayers. sparking panic among
worshippers.

Thenational police chiefsaid investigators
had gathered “several pieces of evidence”
as part of their probe.

“There’s writing. and there is also
evidence of powder that could potentially
have caused an explosion.” Listyo Sigit
Prabowo said in comments broadcast
by Kompas TV. Authorities so far have
identified one suspect. a student who was
wounded in the explosions. but Listyo
did not rule out the involvement of
others. Investigators are also examining

the suspect’s family and social media. the
police chief added.

Ninety-six people were wounded in the
incident. Listyo said. revising the police’s
earlier casualty figure of 54.

At least 14 victims remain hospitalized.
two of whom are in intensive care. he
said.

Mayndra Eka Wardhana. spokesman for
the counter-terrorism police unit Densus
88. said that investigators had searched
the suspect’s home.

He added that they were still probing the
motive behind the incident.

A witness told AFP there was confusion
over what happened.

“At first we thought it came from some
electronic equipment. maybe the sound
system... but it turned out the explosion
came from under the prayer mat.” Kinza
Ghaisan Rayyan. a 17-year-old student.
said Friday.

Putin appoints deputy deiense
Minister Bulyga to security council

MOSCOW

President Vladimir Putin has appointed
Andrei Bulyga. one of Russia’s deputy
defense ministers since last year. as
deputy secretary of the country’s powerful
security council. according to a decree
published on the Kremlin’s website on
Saturday.

In a separate decree. Putin appointed
Colonel-General Alexander Sanchik.
who had been serving as commander
of Russia’s southern military district.
as a deputy defense minister. replacing
Bulyga.

Bulyga. a lieutenant-general in the

Russian army. had held the post of
deputy minister in charge of logistical
support since March 2024.

He took office on the eve of a series of
swirling corruption cases that began in
April 2024 and has seen more than a
dozen people. including three former
deputy defense ministers. arrested on
charges including embezzlement and
bribe-taking.

Long-serving defense minister Sergei
Shoigu was appointed secretary of the
security council in May 2024. amid the
corruption scandals and criticism of his
forces’ performance in Ukraine.

[(€ i5sues arrest warrant for ally of Philippine ex-
President Duterte over drug war, ombudsman says

MANILA

The International Criminal Court has
issued an arrest warrant for Philippine
Senator Ronald Dela Rosa. who oversaw
then-President Rodrigo Duterte’s war on
drugs. the nation’s ombudsman said on
Saturday. although the ICC denied the
assertion.

Duterte. in office from 2016 to 2022.
was arrested and taken to The Hague
in March on a warrant linking him to
murders committed during his war on
drugs. in which thousands of alleged
narcotics peddlers and users were killed.
Ombudsman Jesus Crispin Remulla
told Reuters in a text message that the
information about Dela Rosa’s warrant
had been relayed to him by the officer-
in-charge of the Department of Justice.
Asked for comment. DOJ spokesperson
Polo Martinez said the ministry was still
verifying the information.

“We have not yet received a copy of said
arrest warrant. We shall provide further
details as soon as it becomes available.”
Martinez said in a text message.

ICC spokesperson Fadi El Abdallah.
when asked whether there was an arrest
warrant. said: “No. ICC news can only be
found on ICC official communications
channels and press releases.”

The office of Dela Rosa. a police chief
under Duterte. did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.
He and Duterte. who is in detention
at The Hague. have petitioned the
Philippine Supreme Court to compel the
government to stop cooperating with the
ICC.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr’s office
has yet to independently verify the
information about Dela Rosa’s warrant.
Executive Secretary Lucas Bersamin told
reporters.

A document containing the charges
prosecutors want to bring against
Duterte mentioned Dela Rosa. including
statements he made as police chief.

Dela Rosa was quoted in a Senate
photo release in April as saying he
received a communication from the ICC
“regarding the extra-judicial killings of
suspected drug dependents and other
personalities. which constitute crimes
against humanity.”

Duterte and his lawyers maintain his
arrest was unlawful. Last month. Duterte
appealed the ICC’s decision to continue
its case against him and sought his release.
Ombudsman Remullasaid the extradition
rules approved by the Supreme Court
will be applied in the case of Dela Rosa.
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Bulgaria moves (0 prevent Shutdown ol
11§ only oil refinery anead oI US sanctions

SOFIA

Bulgaria is racing to
prevent the shutdown of
its only oil refinery before
US sanctions on the
Russian owner take effect
later this month.
Parliament in  Sofia
approved legal changes
that grant additional
state authority to a
government-appointed
manager of the Lukoil-
owned Burgas refinery on
the Black Sea coast.

The move came after
a top international
commodities trader
dropped plansto purchase
Lukoil’s international
assets. as the company
rejected US government
allegations of being “the
Kremlin’s puppet.”

Lukoil said it was selling
its international assets in

response to US sanctions
aimed at pushing Russia
to agree to a ceasefire in
its war against Ukraine.
The company has stakes
in oil and gas projects in
11 countries. including
the Burgas refinery. as
well as gas stations in
many countries.

Under the new
amendments. the
manager is  granted
significant  operational

control of the refinery.
including the right to sell
its shares. Opposition
lawmakers criticized
the changes. saying they
could prompt legal action
against Bulgaria.

“This person will
be granted such
extraordinary ~ powers

that. in the end. Lukoil
will sue Bulgaria — and

the money will end up
in Russia.” said Ivaylo
Mirchev. leader of the

Democratic Bulgaria
alliance.

The ruling coalition
introduced the changes.
arguing that the US
sanctions. scheduled

to take effect on Nov.
21. “will effectively lead
to the shutdown of the
refinery’s operations
due to the refusal of all
counterparties to make
payments to Lukoil-
owned companies.”

In 1999. the Russian oil
giant Lukoil acquired
the Neftochim plant on
the Black Sea. It is the
largest oil refinery in the
Balkans. Recent estimates
by experts set the value of
the refinery at 1.3 billion
euros ($1.5 billion).

The  Lukoil-Neftochim
refinery is Bulgaria’s
largest company. playing
a significant role in the
country’s economy. In
2024. it had a turnover
of about 4.7 billion
euros ($5.4 billion). Its
nationwide network of oil
depots and gas stations.
as well as its supply of
ships and aircraft. gives it
near-monopoly status.
Last week.  Bulgaria
imposed temporary
restrictions on the export
of petroleum products.
including those destined
for other European Union
members.  to ensure
sufficient domestic supplies
ahead of new US sanctions
on Russian energy. The ban
covers exports of petroleum
products. including diesel
and aviation fuel.

Tanzania charges hundreds with (reason and
ISsues arrest warrants for more opposition figures

NAIROBI

Tanzanian authorities
charged hundreds of
people with treason
over  demonstrations
around disputed polls
last month. in a major
escalation of political
tension as the country
reels from violence in
which an  unknown
number of people were
killed.

In addition to dozens
criminally charged a day
earlier in Dar es Salaam.
dozens more face similar
treason charges elsewhere
in the East African
country according to
numerous charge sheets
that became publicly
available Saturday.

Police also issued arrest
warrants for some of
the top  opposition
officials who had not
yet been jailed. They
include Brenda Rupia.
communications
director for the Chadema
opposition  group. as
well as John Mnyika. its
secretary-general.
Chadema is Tanzania’s
leading opposition party.
Its leader. Tundu Lissu.
has been jailed for several
months and also faces
treason charges after he
urged electoral reforms
ahead of voting on Oct.
29.

Authorities face questions

over the death toll after
security forces tried to
quell riots and opposition
protests before and after
the vote. Chadema has
claimed that more than
1.000 people were killed
and that security forces
were trying to hide the
scale of the deaths by
secretly disposing of the
bodies. The  Catholic
Church in Tanzania has
said that hundreds were
likely killed.
President

Suluhu  Hassan. who
automatically took
office as vice president
in 2021 after the death
of her predecessor. took
more than 97 percent
of the vote. according
to an official tally. She
faced 16 candidates from
smaller parties after Lissu
and Luhaga Mpina. of
the ACT-Wazalendo
party. were barred from

Samia

running.

Rights groups described
a climate of repression
ahead of voting.
There were enforced
disappearances. arbitrary
arrests and extrajudicial
killings. according to
Amnesty  International
and others. Tanzania’s
government denies the
allegations.

The African Union said
this week thatits observers
had  concluded the
election “did not comply
with AU  principles.
normative frameworks.
and other international
obligations and standards
for democratic elections.”
AU observers reported
ballot stuffing at several
polling  stations and
cases  where  voters
were issued multiple
ballots. The environment
surrounding the election
was “not conducive to

peaceful conduct and
acceptance of electoral
outcomes.” the statement
said.

Single-party rule has been
the norm in Tanzania
since the advent of multi-
party politics in 1992.
But government critics
point out that previous
leaders tolerated
opposition while
maintaininga firm grip on
power. whereas Hassan is
accused of leading with
an authoritarian  style
that defies youth-led
democracy movements
elsewhere in the region.
Aversion of the governing
Chama cha Mapinduzi
party. which maintains
ties with the Communist
Party of China. has
ruled Tanzania since
its independence from
Britain in 1961. a streak
that Hassan extended
with her victory.
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US forces working with Israel
0 Gaza aid, ISraeli official Says

JERUSALEM

US forces are taking part in overseeing and
coordinating aid transfer into the Gaza Strip
together with Israel as part of US President
Donald Trump’s ceasefire plan. an Israeli
security official said on Saturday.

The Washington Post on Friday reported that
the US-led Civil-Military Coordination Center
(CMCC) will replace Israel in overseeing aid
into Gaza. It cited a US official and people
familiar with the matter as saying Israel was
partofthe process but that CMCC would decide
what aid enters Gaza and how.

The Israeli security official said that Israeli
security services remain part of policy.
supervision and monitoring with decisions
made jointly. and that the integration of the
CMCC was already underway.

The US embassy in Israel and CMCC did not
immediately respond to requests for comment.
Aid agencies say too little aid getting in

Israel and Palestinian militant group Hamas
agreed a month ago to a first phase of a plan
presented by Trump. It paused a devastating
two-year war in Gaza triggered by a cross-
border attack by Hamas militants on Oct.
7.2023. and secured a deal to release Israeli
hostages and Palestinian prisoners.

The CMCC began operating from southern
Israel in late October. tasked with helping aid
flow and stabilizing security in Gaza. according
to the US Central Command.

While the truce was meant to unleash a torrent
of aid across the tiny. crowded enclave where
famine was confirmed in August and where
almost all the 2.3 million inhabitants have lost
their homes. humanitarian agencies said last
week that far too little aid is reaching Gaza.
Israel says it is fulfilling its obligations under
the ceasefire agreement. which calls for an
average of 600 trucks of supplies into Gaza
per day. Reuters reported on October 23 that
Washington is considering new proposals for
humanitarian aid delivery.

The Israeli official said that the United States
will lead coordination with the international
community. with restrictions still in place on
the list of non-governmental organizations
supplying aid and the entry of so-called dual-
use items. which Israel considers to have both
civilian and military use.

US hit with second day of flight
CUIS as Shutdown drags on

WASHINGTON

US airlines and travelers slogged through a
second day of flight cuts across the country on
Saturday as the government shutdown was
expected to drive more cancelations in the days
to come.

The Federal Aviation Administration
instructed airlines to cut four percent of flights
on Saturday at 40 major airports because of the
shutdown. The cuts will rise to six percent on
Tuesday and then to 10 percent by November
14.

The cuts. which began at 6a.m. ET (1100 GMT)
on Friday. include about 700 flights from the
four largest carriers — American Airlines.
Delta Air Lines. Southwest Airlines and United
Airlines.

Airlines will cut fewer flights on Saturday than
Friday because of lower overall volume. United
will cut 168 flights. down from 184 Friday.
while Southwest will cancel just under 100
flights. down from 120.

During the record 39-day government
shutdown. 13.000 air traffic controllers and
50.000 security screeners have been forced
to work without pay. leading to increased
absenteeism. Many air traffic controllers were
notified on Thursday that they would receive
no compensation for a second pay period next
week.

The Trump administration has ramped up
pressure on Congressional Democrats to
agree to a Republican plan to fund the federal
government. which would allow it to reopen.

EU condemns Israeli
strikes in Lebanon

BRUSSELS

The European Union on
Saturday condemned Israeli
strikes in southern Lebanon
and asked it to respect a
ceasefire with the militant
group Hezbollah.

Israel conducted fresh attacks
in southern Lebanon on
Thursday. claiming to target
the Iran-backed organization
and accusing the group of
rearming.
“The EU calls on Israel to
cease all actions that violate
resolution 1701 and the
ceasefire agreement reached
a year ago in November
2024 the EU’s foreign
affairs spokesman Anouar El
Anouni stated.
“At the same time. we urge all
ebaneseactorsand especially

Hezbollah to refrain from
any measures Or responses
that could further inflame the
situation.” he added.

“Focus by all parties must be
on preserving the ceasefire
and the progress achieved so
far.”

The Israeli army had
previously told residents
of four villages to evacuate
buildings. warning that it
planned to target Hezbollah’s
military infrastructure.

The Lebanese army has
accused Israel of seeking
to “undermine Lebanon’s
stability” with Thursday’s
strikes and to “prevent the
completion of the army’s
deployment” in line with the
ceasefire.

Lebanese President Joseph

Aoun has condemned the
Israeli strikes. as has Iran.
which on Friday called
them “savage” attacks and
appealed for the international
community to intervene.
Lebanon and Israel are still
technically in a state of war.
but all the recent armed
conflicts with Israel were
fought by Hezbollah. not the
Lebanese military.

Hezbollah was the only
movement in Lebanon that
refused to disarm after the
19751990- civil war. first
claiming it had a duty to
liberate territory occupied by
Israel. and then to continue
defending the country.

The group is backed by Iran.
which also fought its own war
against Israel earlier this year.

UN genocide adviser warns ‘threshold about
[0 be crossed’ In Sudan’s El-Fasher atrocities

NEW YORK

The UN special adviser on
the prevention of genocide on
Friday said that Sudan may
be nearing a tipping point
for atrocities amid growing
reports of widespread killings
and attacks on civilians in El-
Fasher.

Warning that “a threshold is
about to be crossed.” Chaloka
Beyani said that “once our
office sounds the alarm. (it)
rings over and beyond ordinary
violations of human rights or
of international humanitarian
law.”

He said the scale of atrocities
shows “there has to be early
action taken.”

Beyani  said there  had
been “massive violations of
international human rights law”
and “direct attacks on civilians”
by warring parties in Darfur.
Graphic reports and videos
that surfaced late last month
appeared to show atrocities
carried out by the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces after they
seized control of El-Fasher from
government troops. ending a
siege that had lasted more than
500 days.

UN Emergency Relief
Coordinator Tom Fletcher told
the Security Council recently

that “the horror is continuing”

in  Darfur. warning that
civilians remain trapped amid
widespread violence.

Beyani’s office said several
risk indicators for atrocities
were now present in Sudan.
though only an international
court could determine whether
genocide had occurred.

The International Criminal
Court also expressed “profound
alarm” earlier this week. saying
it was gathering evidence of
mass killings. rapes. and other
atrocities allegedly committed in
El-Fasher.

Meanwhile. reports indicate
that the RSF has agreed to
a  “humanitarian  ceasefire”
proposed by the US. Saudi
Arabia. and the UAE.

The UN has warned of
deteriorating conditions
in North Darfur. where
hundreds of  thousands

displaced from El-Fasher
face acute shortages of food.
water. and medical care. Aid
agencies are setting up new
camps in Tawila and other
nearby areas. but more than
650.000 people remain in
desperate need of assistance.

News

[ndonegian activists protest plan
[0 niame Suharto as national hero

JAKARTA

Indonesian activists are rallying against a
government proposal to name as national
hero the late military ruler Suharto who led the
country for over three decades.

Suharto’s New Order military dictatorship was
considered one of the most brutal and corrupt
of the 20th century. The former president. who
died in 2008. held power for 32 years before
student-led protests forced him to step down
in 1998. amid an economic crisis and deadly
riots in Jakarta.

He was included in a list of 49 candidates to
receive the national hero title this year. an
honor bestowed annually on National Heroes’
Day on Nov. 10 for those considered to have
made a significant contribution to the country.
The plan. which has yet to be finalized.
has sparked protests among members of
Indonesia’s civil society. who pointed to
widespread allegations of human rights abuses
and corruption during Suharto’s regime.

“In his 32-year reign. Suharto committed
many human rights violations. He also came to
power through a coup ... corruption. collusion.
and nepotism were also widespread during
his rule.” Damairia Pakpahan. an Indonesian
women’s rights activist based in Yogyakarta.
told Arab News.

Pakpahan was part of a coalition of hundreds
of Indonesian citizens and organizations. who
signed a letter demanding the government to
remove Suharto from the list of national hero
candidates. A similar petition published online
has received over 13.500 signatures so far.
Suharto “did not deserve to be granted a
National Hero title.” the coalition said in the
letter issued on Oct. 30. before detailing at least
nine cases of gross human rights violations that
took place under his rule.

This includes the unsolved violence during
the riots in May 1998 as well as the 196566~
killings. a series of countrywide political purges
targeting members and alleged sympathizers
of Partai Komunis Indonesia — at the time the
third-largest communist party after China and
the Soviet Union.

While an accurate and verified count of the
dead is unlikely ever to be known. historians
say that a total of 500.000 to 1 million people
had been killed. Another 1.5 million had been
imprisoned. while their family members still
face stigma and discrimination. and many
were prevented from holding government jobs
up until recently.

“(The) Suharto government’s track record.
particularly during the New Order era.
demonstrates a pattern of authoritarian and
repressive rule that had a far-reaching impact
on the lives of the Indonesian people.” the civil
society coalition said.

“Numerous policies and security operations
implemented under Suharto’s rule resulted in
serious human rights violations. ranging from
murder and enforced disappearances. torture.
sexual violence. toland grabbing and systematic
social discrimination.”

On Thursday. about 100 activists rallied near
the presidential palace in Jakarta to protest
Suharto’s candidacy for the national hero
title. Some carried posters that read: “Stop the
Whitewashing of the General of Butchery” and
“Thousands Died But The Country Chose to
Forget.”

Indonesia’s social and culture ministries have
said that public input was part of the process to
nominate national hero candidates.

Culture Minister Fadli Zon. who heads the
committee in charge of naming national
heroes. said at a press conference that
“there was never evidence” that Suharto
was involved in the 1960s massacres. which
scholars have said amounted to genocide due
to its scale.

“Every one of these candidates have fulfilled
all the requirements ... their struggles are
clear. their background and life history. all of
it has undergone academic evaluation ... This
includes (former) President Suharto. whose
name has been suggested two. three times
now ... We are looking at their extraordinary
contributions (to the country).” he told
reporters earlier this week.

Andreas Harsono. senior Indonesia researcher
at Human Rights Watch. told Arab News that
the process to grant national hero status has
always been controversial in Indonesia.

“Gen. Suharto. for instance. is a hero to some
groups in Indonesia. but obviously. not a hero
to many other groups. especially those who
have suffered from his authoritarian regime.
including the 1965 genocide.” he told Arab
News.

“It'smuchbetterif (theIndonesian government)
is to end these jokes about national heroes. Let
historians do their work and let the public
decide their own respective heroes.”
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