Blaze at Mexico Top diplomats from Tourists return to US envoy calls Lebanon
store kills 23, Germany, Jordan and the Vietnam's Hoi An a 'failed state’ as Syria
including UK call for immediate as cleanup efforts expected to join anti-
children ceasefire in Sudan progress after floods Daesh coalition
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Blaze at Mexico Store
Kills 23, including children

MEXICO CITY

A festive holiday weekend turned tragic for
families in northwestern Mexico on Saturday
when a deadly blaze engulfed a discount store in
the city center of Hermosillo: killing at least 23
people and injuring a dozen.

Mexico is celebrating the Day of the Dead
this weekend with colorful festivities in which
families honor and remember deceased loved
ones.

“I have ordered a thorough and transparent
investigation to clarify the causes of the
accident,” Alfonso Durazo: governor of the
state of Sonora home to the city: said in a video
on social media; adding that children were
among the victims.

Most of the deaths appeared to have been from
inhalation of toxic gases: said Gustavo Salas:
the state’s attorney general: citing its forensic
medical service.

“My heartfelt condolences to the families
and loved ones of those who lost their lives.”
President Claudia Sheinbaum said in a post
on X¢ adding that she had directed support
teams to be sent to help victims’ families and
the injured.

Sonora’s Red Cross said its 40 staff and 10
ambulances joined in the effort: making six
trips to the hospital.

The cause of the fire: now doused: was still
unclear. though some media blamed an
electrical failure. City officials said the store:
part of popular discount chain Waldo’s: was
not the target of an attack.

The chief of the city’s firefighters said it was
still being investigated whether there was an
explosion.
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(anada and Philippines (o Si3n defense pact (0
hoost comba drills and deter China’s aggression

MANILA: Canada and the
Philippines: both staunch critics
of China’s increasingly coercive
actions in the disputed South China
Sea, were to sign a key defense
agreement on Sunday that would
allow their forces to hold joint
battle-readiness drills and expand
a web of security alliances to deter
aggression. Philippine  officials
said.

Canada and other Western nations
have been bolstering their military
presence in the Indo-Pacific to
help promote the rule of law and
expand trade and investment in
the region. The moves dovetail
with President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr.’s efforts to build defense ties
with other countries to help his
country’s underfunded military
face a militarily superior China in
the disputed waters.

There was no immediate comment
from China; which has accused
the Philippines of being a
“troublemaker” and a “saboteur of
regional stability” for staging joint
patrols and combat drills with the
United States and other countries in
the South China Sea. Beijing claims
the waterway: a major trade route:
virtually in its entirety despite a 2016
arbitration ruling that invalidated
those claims based on the 1982 UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea.
China has dismissed the ruling
and continues to defy it. It has
employed powerful water cannons
and dangerous blocking maneuvers
against Philippine coast guard and
fisheries vessels in the disputed
waters. resulting in minor collisions
and injuries to Filipino personnel.
Vietnam: Malaysia; Brunei and
Taiwan have also been involved
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in the long-simmering territorial
disputes.

Philippine = Defense  Secretary
Gilberto Teodoro Jr. would sign the
Status of Visiting Forces Agreement
with his Canadian counterpart:
David McGuinty: after a meeting in
Manila on Sunday: the Department
of National Defense in Manila
said. The agreement takes effect
after ratification. Such agreements
provide a legal framework for
temporary visits by foreign troops
with their weapons and large-scale
combat exercises in either territory
of the signatory countries.

The Philippines signed the first
such defense pact with its longtime
treaty ally. the United States: in
1998, followed by a similar accord

Federal judse rules Trump can’t require \
citizenship proof on the federal voting form

NEW YORK
President Donald
Trump’s request to add
a documentary proof of
citizenship requirement to
the federal voter registration
form cannot be enforced: a
federal judge ruled Friday.
Us District Judge
Colleen Kollar-Kotelly in
Washington: D.C.. sided
with Democratic and civil
rights groups that sued
the Trump administration
over his executive order to
overhaul US elections.
She ruled that the proof-
of-citizenship directive

~ HERE

| <

has stalled in the Senate
and several attempts to pass
similar legislation in the
states have proved equally
difficult.

Such requirements have
created  problems and
confusion for voters when
they have taken effect at
the state level. It presents
particular  hurdles for
married women  who
have changed their name:
since they might need to
show  birth certificates
and marriage certificates
as well as state IDs. Those
complications arose earlier

is an unconstitutional

comments she made when

this year when a proof-of-
citizenship ~ requirement
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with Australia nine years later.
The agreement with Canada would
be the third signed under Marcos
after similar ones with Japan and
New Zealand. Talks are ongoing
with France and Singapore for
similar agreements. Efforts are
also underway to launch similar
negotiations with the United
Kingdom and possibly with
Germany and India; Teodoro and
other officials said.

Teodoro renewed his criticisms
of China’s actions in the South
China Sea in an annual meeting of
defense ministers of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations with
Asian and Western counterparts
on Saturday in Malaysia. He
condemned a recent announcement

by China that it would establish a
“nature reserve” in the Scarborough
Shoal: arich fishing area claimed by
Manila and Beijing.

“This: to us: is a veiled attempt to
wield military might and the threat
for use of force. undermining the
rights of smaller countries and their
citizens who rely on the bounty of
these waters.” Teodoro said.
Canada criticized China’s planwhen
it was announced in September:
saying it opposes “attempts to use
environmental protection as a way
to take control” of Scarborough.
When Chinese ships tried to forcibly
drive away Philippine vessels in the
shoal; also in September; Canada
expressed  concern: criticizing
“China’s dangerous use of water
cannons.” which injured a civilian
Filipino fisheries officer during the
Scarborough face-off.

Canadian Ambassador to Manila
David Hartman has said his country
has “been vocal in confronting the
provocative and unlawful actions
of the People’s Republic of China in
the South China Sea and the West
Philippine Sea” and “will continue
to do so.”

Last year. Canada signed an
agreement on defense cooperation
with the Philippines. Another

agreement signed in Ottawa in
2023 gave the Philippines access to
data from Canada’s “Dark Vessel
Detection System:” which harnesses
satellite technology to track illegal
vessels even if they switch off their
location-transmitting devices.

The Philippine coast guard has used
the high-tech Canadian technology
to track Chinese coast guard ships
and fishing vessels in the South
China Sea.

violation of the separation
of powers: dealing a blow to
the administration and its
allies who have argued that
such a mandate is necessary
to restore public confidence
that only Americans are
voting in US elections.
“Because our Constitution
assigns responsibility for
election regulation to the
States and to Congress:
this Court holds that the
President lacks the authority
to direct such changes.”
Kollar-Kotelly wrote in her
opinion.

She further emphasized
that on matters related
to setting qualifications
for voting and regulating
federal election procedures
“the Constitution assigns no
direct role to the President
in either domain.”

Kollar-Kotelly echoed

she granted a preliminary
injunction over the issue.
The ruling grants the
plaintiffs a partial summary
judgment that prohibits
the  proof-of-citizenship
requirement from going
into effect. It says the
US Election Assistance
Commission: which  has
been considering adding the
requirement to the federal
voter form: is permanently
barred from taking action to
do so.

In a statement. Sophia Lin
Lakin of the ACLU: one of
the plaintiffs in the case
called the ruling “a clear
victory for our democracy.
President Trump’s attempt
to impose a documentary
proof  of  citizenship
requirement on the federal
voter registration form is

an unconstitutional power
grab.”

The White House disagreed
with the judge’s ruling in a
statement late Friday.
“President  Trump  has
exercised his lawful
authority to ensure only
American  citizens  are
casting ballots in American
elections.” said  Abigail
Jacksoni a White House
spokesperson. “This is so
commonsense that only
the Democrat Party would
file a lawsuit against it. We
expect to be vindicated by a
higher court.”

While a top priority for
Republicans; attempts to
implement  documentary
proof-of-citizenship
requirements for voting
have been fraught. The US
House passed a citizenship
mandate last spring that

took effect for the first time
during local elections in
New Hampshire.

In Kansasc a proof-of-
citizenship requirement that
was in effect for three years
created chaos before it was
overturned in federal court.
Some 30.000 otherwise
eligible people  were
prevented from registering
to vote.

Voting by noncitizens also
has been shown to be rare.
The lawsuit brought by the
DNC and various civil rights
groups will continue to play
out to allow the judge to
consider other challenges
to Trump’s order. That
includes a requirement
that all mailed ballots be
received. rather than just
postmarked: by Election
Day.

Tourists refurn to Vietnam’s Hoi An as
cleanup efforts progress aiter floods
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Tourists are returning to
Vietnam’s ancient town of Hoi
An asresidents clean up mud and
debris to reopen the UNESCO-
listed site following floods that
devastated the central region and
killed at least 35 people.
Tourism and services. driven
by accommodation: dining and
ticket sales. form the backbone
of Hoi An’s economy and
contributed nearly two-thirds of
regional income last year as the
town welcomed more than 4.4
million visitors. including 3.6
million foreigners: official data
showed.

Domestic and international
visitors were seen strolling
along the riverfront and visiting
heritage =~ landmarks  from
Saturday: despite most hotels:
lantern shops and restaurants
undergoing extensive cleaning
to prepare for a full reopening
ahead of the peak travel season.

The historic floods last week
submerged Hoi An’s lantern-lit
streets and centuries-old wooden
houses: forcing hundreds of
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businesses to temporarily close.
While no official financial
damage estimates have been
released: small shop owners
reported losses in the hundreds
of millions of dong: which
equates to thousands of US
dollars.

The nearby city of Thua Thien
Hue: also impacted by the heavy
rains, reopened its iconic citadel
to tourists on Friday.
Authoritiess however:. continue
to warn of rising river levels and
potential renewed flooding as
prolonged rains are expected in
the coming days.

The floods also left five people
missing and inundated more
than 16,000 houses and 5:300
hectares (13.100 acres) of crops.
Around 75,000 people are still
experiencing power shortages:
the government’s disaster agency
said in a report.

Vietnam: prone to severe storms
and flooding: frequently faces
widespread property damage
during its storm season: which
typically lasts from June to
October.
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Top diplomats irom Germany, Jordan and
Jhe UK call for Immediate ceaselire in Sudan

DUBAI

The foreign ministers of
Germany. Jordan and the
United Kingdom jointly called
on Saturday for an immediate
ceasefire in the war in Sudan.
describing the situation there
in stark. apocalyptic terms
after a paramilitary force
seized the last major city in the
East African nation’s Darfur
region. United Nations officials
have warned that fighters
with the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces have rampaged
through the Darfur city of El-
Fasher. reportedly killing more
than 450 people in a hospital
and carrying out ethnically
targeted killings of civilians
and sexual assaults. While the
RSF have denied killing people
at the hospital. those who have
escaped El-Fasher. satellite
images and videos circulating
social media provide glimpses
of what appears to be mass
slaughter taking place in the
city.

At the Manama Dialogue
security summit in Bahrain.
British ~ Foreign  Secretary
Yvette Cooper on Saturday
spoke in grim words about
events in El-Fasher. where a
paramilitary force known as

A\

¢

“Just as a combination of
leadership and international
cooperation has made progress
in Gaza. it is currently badly

devastating conflict in Sudan.
because the reports from
Darfur in recent days have truly
horrifying atrocities.” Cooper

and the devastating use of rape
asaweapon of war. with women
and children bearing the brunt
of the largest humanitarian

has been neglected. while
suffering has simply increased.”
She added that “no amount of
aid can resolve a crisis of this

German  Foreign  Minister
Johann Wadephul echoed
Cooper’s  concern. directly

calling out the RSF for its
violence in El-Fasher.

“Sudan is in  absolutely
an  apocalyptic  situation.”
Wadephul said.

Jordan’s  Foreign Minister

Ayman Safadi said Sudan has
not received “the attention
it deserves. A humanitarian
crisis of inhumane proportions
has taken place there.”

“We've got to stop that” he
added.

Bahrain’s government late
on Wednesday rescinded
an accreditation for The
Associated Press to cover

the summit. after a “post-
approval review” of that
permission. The government
did not elaborate on why
the visa was revoked. Earlier
that day. the AP published
a story on long-detained
activist Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja
beginning an “open-ended”
hunger strike in Bahrain over
his internationally criticized
imprisonment.

Al-Khawaja halted his hunger
strike late on Friday after
receiving letters from the
European Union and Denmark

the Rapid Support Forces has
seized the city.

failing to
humanitarian crisis and the

deal with the

US envoy calls Lebanon a ‘Tailed state’ as

Syria expected (o jom

in Syria following the downfall
of Bashar Assad in December.

He confirmed that Syrian
President Ahmad Al-Sharaa is
expected to visit Washington
on Nov. 10 — the first such
visit by a Syrian president since
the country’s independence in
1946.

Barrack also said that Syria is
expected to join the US-led
anti-Daesh group coalition:
describing it as “a big step” and
“remarkable.” The coalition
includes some 80 countries
working to preventa resurgence

of Daesh.
As for Lebanon: Barrack
pointedly said it was the

only state in the region “not
jumping in line” with the new
Middle East realignments.
“The state is Hezbollah:” he
said¢ noting that the Iran-
backed group provides for its
supporters and fighters in ways
the Lebanese state cannot — in
a country where basic services
like electricity and water are
chronically unreliable.

“It is really up to the Lebanese.
America is not going to get
deeper involved in the situation
with a foreign terrorist
organization and a failed state
dictating the pace and asking
for more resources and more
money and more help.” he
said.

Barrack added that the US
would not intervene in regional
disputes but would support its

nti-Daesh coalition

ally “if Israel becomes more
aggressive toward Lebanon.”
Israel recently intensified its
strikes on southern Lebanon.
Both sides have accused each
other of violating a ceasefire
which nominally ended the
latest Israel-Hezbollah war
last November. The conflict
started after the Oct. 7. 2023,
Hamas-led attack on Israel that
triggered the war in Gaza.
Hezbollah began firing rockets
into northern Israel in support
of Hamas and the Palestinians:
prompting Israeli airstrikes and
artillery shelling in return. The
low-level exchanges escalated
into full-scale war in September
2024.

Since the ceasefire; Israel has
continued to carry out near-
daily strikes across southern
Lebanon: saying they target
Hezbollah militantsc weapons
depots and command centers.
Israeli forces have also
maintained positions on several
strategic points inside Lebanese
territory. Lebanese officials
have accused Israel of striking
civilian areas and destroying
infrastructure unrelated to
Hezbollah: calling on Israeli
forces to withdraw and respect
Lebanon’s sovereignty.
Barrack said that Israel is still
bombing southern Lebanon
because  “thousands of
rockets and missiles” remain
there. threatening it. But
he acknowledged that “it is
not reasonable for us to tell
Lebanon to forcibly disarm
one of its political parties —
everybody is scared to death to
go into a civil war.”

“The path is very clear — that it
needs to be to Jerusalem or Tel
Aviv for a conversation along
with Syria. Syria is showing the
way.” Barrack said: adding that
Syria and Israel are expected to
hold a fifth set of de-escalation
discussions.

said.
“Mass executions.

crisis in the 21st century. For
too long. this terrible conflict

starvation

magnitude until the guns fall
silent.”

regarding his case. his daughter
Maryam Al-Khawaja said.

How the bloody siege ol Sudan’s El-
Fasher triggered a humanitarian disaster

LONDON

In Sudan’s North Darfur
region, by all accounts: a
humanitarian  catastrophe
is unfolding as hospitals
overflow. food  supplies
dwindle and families flee
violence that has engulfed
El-Fasher.

Since the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces stormed
the city in late October:
aid workers have been
overwhelmed as civilians
arrive on foot in nearby
towns while many others
remain missing.

“Right now: many people
are arriving to locations
like  Tawilac  Al-Malha
Melit and Kosti with no
possessions and in desperate
need of  humanitarian
support;” Kashif Shafique:
country director at Relief
International Sudan: told
Arab News by email.
“Terrifyingly: hundreds of
thousands are still missing
and unaccounted for. It will
take some families weeks
to reach safe havens; a lot
of people who were already
severely malnourished are in
open deserts without enough
to eat or drink.”

Sudan plunged into conflict
in April 2023 after a violent
struggle for power broke out
between the RSF and the
Sudanese Armed Forces.
More than 150.000 people
were killed across the
country: and about 12 million
have fled their homes in what
the UN has called the world's
largest humanitarian crisis.
For many: not knowing the
fate of loved ones since Oct.
26 when the RSF seized El-
Fasher. has been agonizing
according to Sudan-based
journalist Yosra Sabir.

“Everyone I speak to fears
that their families are dead.”

she wrote in a LinkedIn
post on Oct. 30. “They are
desperately reaching out to
contacts in Tawila to see if
anyone has made it there: or
scanning through hundreds
of graphic videos: trying
to recognize their relatives
among the victims being
humiliated and killed on
camera.”

In Tawila: about 60 km from
El-Fasher. people have been

trickling in — exhausted:
starved: traumatized and
injured — many missing

family members.

“Among all the people
arriving in  Tawilac we
are seeing very few adult

men;” Javid Abdelmoneim:
president of  Medecins
Sans Frontieres: said in a
statement on Oct. 28.

“Given the history of
ethnically targeted violence
in El-Fasher. we are deeply
concerned about the risk of a
potential bloodbath.”

He also highlighted that his
teams have been observing
“extremely alarming levels of
malnutrition among women
and children ... indicative of
a famine-like situation.

Sabir  noted that “the
testimonies of survivors from
the genocide in El-Fasher are

beyond horrific.”
“Starved and skeletal; they
describe  witnessing  their

loved ones executed before

their eyes. being beaten:
raped: injured: and then
forced to flee for their lives
— running past countless
bodies that lined the road.”
According to the
International Organization
for Migration. 33,485 people
were displaced from El-
Fasher in just three days:
from Oct. 26 to 28. Since
Aprili more than half a
million have arrived in
Tawila from El-Fasher and
nearbytowns: the Norwegian
Refugee Council said.

But the road to Tawila is

perilous.
One man who escaped
described the suffering

during the four-day journey
on foot. “We were divided
into groups and beaten:” he
told the BBC on Oct. 30.
“We saw people murdered in
front of us. We saw people
being beaten.

“I myself was hit on the head.
back and legs. They beat me
with sticks. They wanted to
execute us completely. But
when the opportunity arose:
we ran. while others in front
were detained.”

Sabir noted that even by
cari the journey is far from
easy. “Fleeing to Tawila
may sound like a short
escape« but it is not.” she
wrote. “The dirt road from
El-Fasher to Tawila takes
around three hours by car.
Though it’s only about 70
km on the map: the road
winds and twists: making it
even longer.

“People who have been
starving under siege for
months are now walking this
entire distance on foot.”

The walk takes three to four
days. according to the UN
Human Rights office.
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