UN: Gaza plunged into Myanmar US envoy urges Sudan India intensifies
‘human-made abyss' as election not warring sides to crackdown in disputed 7
economy collapses 87%, free or credible: accept truce proposal Kashmir after New

wiping out decades of growth Thai FM ‘without preconditions’ Delhi bombing
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Israel receives remains of hostage held
In Gaza as Cairo hosts follow-up talks

AIRO: Israel said it had received

from the Red Cross on Tuesday the
remains of a deceased hostage who had
been held by Palestinian militants in
Gaza. with the bodies of two still to be
located more than six weeks into a fragile
ceasefire.
The Israeli prime minister’s office did
not name the deceased former hostage.
saying the remains would be handed
over to the National Center of Forensic
Medicine for identification.
Under the October deal between Hamas
and Israel after two years of devastating
war. Hamas freed all 20 surviving
hostages held in Gaza in exchange for
nearly 2.000 Palestinian prisoners and
wartime detainees held by Israel.
The pact also stipulated the return of the
remains of 28 hostages in exchange for
the remains of 360 Palestinian militants.
Meanwhile. Egyptian  state-affiliated
Al-Qahera News TV said on Tuesday
that the Cairo government had hosted
a follow-up meeting for mediators and

guarantors of the ceasefire deal.

It was attended by Egypt’s head of
intelligence. the Qatari prime minister
and the head of Turkish intelligence. the
channel said. without mentioning when
the gathering was held.

They discussed joint efforts to implement
the second phase of US President
Donald Trump’s 20-point plan for
post-war Gaza and overcome challenges
including ceasefire violations to ensure
its consolidation. Al-Qahera reported.

A Hamas delegation. led by its exiled
chief Khalil Al-Hayya. held talks with
Egyptian officials in Cairo over the past
two days to explore how to carry out
the next steps in Trump’s plan. which
would include a transitional governing
authority for Gaza and a multinational
security force.

Since the ceasefire took effect on October
10. Israel and Hamas have traded blame
for deadly truce violations and accused
each other of pushing back against later
steps required by Trump’s plan.

FBI surge leads to charges in 2020
Killing in Native American community

ERNALILLO: Unconditional love.

That’s what Vangie Randall-Shorty
felt the moment she first held her son.
She still feels it — even though Zachariah
Shorty is now gone.
“I carry him in my heart every day.”
she said. while trying to find the words
to describe the wave of emotions that
washed over her Monday when she
learned that federal authorities had
charged three people in connection with
her son’s killing on the Navajo Nation in
2020.
She had waited so long for answers.
telling herself with each new year that
she would finally see justice for her
23-year-old son. Her wait ended as the
US Department of Justice announced the
results of the latest deployment under
Operation Not Forgotten.
Under the operation this year. more than
60 extra FBI agents. analysts and other
personnel were temporarily assigned to
field offices in 10 states. ranging from
Albuquerque and Phoenix to Seattle.
Salt Lake City. Detroit. Minneapolis and
Jackson. Mississippi. Over six months.
they investigated unsolved violent
crimes in Indian Country with the goal
of addressing a crisis of disappearances
and killings that have left Native
American communities frustrated and
heartbroken.
Federal statistics show that Native
Americans experience some of the highest
per capita rates of violent victimization of
any racial or ethnic group in the United
States. At the beginning of the 2025 fiscal
year. the FBI's Indian Country program
had about 4.300 open investigations.
including over 900 death investigations.
1.000 child abuse investigations. and
more than 500 domestic violence and
adult sexual abuse investigations.
As part of its intensified operations this
year. the FBI's Indian Country initiatives
netted 1.123 arrests. along with the
recovery of over 300 weapons. More than
450 children who were victims of crimes
were identified or located.
FBI Director Kash Patel acknowledged

Monday that the challenge of covering
such large jurisdictions is complicated
by a lack of resources. He described
Operation Not Forgotten as “a major step
forward” in giving tribal communities the
justice that they deserve.

Work to bring more attention to the crisis
has spanned decades. President Donald
Trump was the first president to formally
recognize the issue when he signed an
executive order during his first term.
establishing a task force to tackle the
high rate of killings and disappearances
among Native Americans and Alaska
Natives. Former US Interior Secretary
Deb Haaland during her tenure created
a national commission to explore ways
to bridge jurisdictional gaps and other
challenges to curbing crime in tribal
communities.

Officials said this year’s operation
marked the longest and most intense
deployment of FBI resources to date to
address Indian Country crime.
Advocates say the investment should be
made permanent. They fear now that
cases will continue to sit on the back
burner with fewer federal resources in
the field.

Randall-Shorty  believes the
resources helped in her son’s case.
She can’t help but wonder what her son
could have accomplished had his life not
been taken. A father himself. Zachariah
Shorty loved art and music and aspired
to be a tattoo artist. She showed oft some
of his work. pointing to the inked treble
clef on her left hand.

Shorty was last seen at the Journey Inn
Motel in the northwestern New Mexico
city of Farmington. where he was out
with friends to make music. his mom
said. Hewasfound dayslaterinafield near
the Navajo community of Nenahnezad.
He had been shot multiple times.

The indictments provide no details about
what might have let to the shooting or
how Shorty was connected to the people
charged in his death. Defense attorneys
say they have yet to be provided with any
discovery related to the case.
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ON: Gaza plunged Info “human-made abyss' as
economy collapses 87%, wipimg out decades of rowth

ENEVA: The two-

year Gaza war and
economic restrictions
have triggered an
unprecedented collapse in
the Palestinian economy.
wiping out decades of
growth. a United Nations
report said on Tuesday.
“Extensive damage to
infrastructure. productive
assets and public services
has reversed decades
of socioeconomic
progress in the Occupied
Palestinian ~ Territory.”
according to the report by
the United Nations trade
and development agency
(UNCTAD).
The Palestinian GDP per
capita by the end of last
year returned to that of
2003. erasing 22 years of
development  progress.
it added. The resulting
economic crisis is among
the ten worst globally
since 1960. the report
said.
The scale of the damage
in Gaza after the two-
year war between Israel
and Hamas means the

enclave will be reliant on
extensive  international
support and recovery
could still take decades.
the report said.

The West Bank is also
suffering its most severe
downturn on record.
driven by movement and
access restrictions and
the loss of opportunities
across all sectors of the
economy. the UN report
said.

‘Gaza ‘survival
at stake

The UN report also said
that rebuilding the Gaza
Strip will cost more than
$70 billion and could take
several decades.

“The military operations
have significantly
undermined every pillar
of survival.” from food
to shelter to health care.
“and plunged Gaza into
a human-made abyss.” it
said.

“The sustained.
systematic  destruction
casts significant doubt

on the ability of Gaza
to reconstitute itself
as a liveable space and
society.”

The scale of destruction
wrought on the
territory has “unleashed
cascading crises.
economic. humanitarian.
environmental and social.
propelling (it) from de-
development to utter
ruin.” UNCTAD’s report
said.

Even “in an optimistic
scenario of double-digit
growth rates facilitated
by a significant level of
foreign aid. it will take
several decades for Gaza
to return to pre-October
2023 welfare levels.” it

said.

UNCTAD called for
a “comprehensive
recovery plan.”

combining “coordinated
international assistance.
restoration  of  fiscal
transfers. and measures
to ease constraints on

trade. movement and
investment.”
With Gaza’s

entire population
facing “extreme.
multidimensional
impoverishment.”  the
UN agency is also calling
for the introduction of
a universal emergency
basic income.
providing everyone
there a renewable and
unconditional ~monthly
transfer of cash.

The  report  showed
that Gaza’s economy
contracted by 87 percent
over the course of
20232024-. leaving its
gross domestic product
per capita at just $161
— among the lowest
globally.

While the situation was
not as bad in the West
Bank. the report found
that “violence. accelerated
settlement expansion and
restrictions on worker
mobility have decimated
the economy” there as
well. “resulting in the
worst economic decline
since  UNCTAD began
to maintain records in
1972

US envoy urges Sudan warring sides to
accept truce proposal ‘without preconditions’

BU DHABI:

Trump’s Africa
envoy Massad Boulos
said on Tuesday neither
warring side in Sudan
had accepted the latest
ceasefire proposal.
urging both to agree to
the truce presented by
Washington on behalf
of mediators without
preconditions.
“We appeal
sides to accept the
humanitarian truce
as presented without
preconditions.” he told
reporters in the Emirati
capital Abu Dhabi.
The  United  States
presented the warring
Sudanese army and
paramilitary Rapid
Support  Forces (RSF)
with a strong text for a
peace plan but neither
side has accepted it.
Boulos said.
Trump said last week he
would intervene to stop
the devastating conflict.
which broke out in April
2023 and has spread

to both

famine and ethnic killings
across the country and
threatened a split. the
second in its history.

Previous efforts led by
the United States. Saudi
Arabia. Egypt. and the
United Arab Emirates
have failed to bear fruit.
The group submitted a
proposal to the two forces
in early November.

Boulos. US  President
Donald Trump’s adviser
for African and Arab
affairs. said both Sudan’s

warring factions had
welcomed the US plan
but neither had formally
accepted the text.

On Sunday however.
army chief Abdel Fattah
Al-Burhan described
the US’s latest proposal
as the worst he’d seen.
saying it sidelined the
army and granted the RSF
legitimacy. Boulos said
the army had come back
with “preconditions” but
the US wanted the plan
accepted in its original

form.

Meanwhile. on Monday.
RSF  chief Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo said
his forces would enter
into a unilateral ceasefire
immediately. It  was
unclear on  Tuesday
whether that ceasefire
held. Boulos said he
welcomed the RSF’s
declaration and hoped
it would be upheld. and
said Burhan’s criticisms
were based on the wrong
facts.
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Taiwan plans extra $40 billion In

(efense spending to counter China

AIPEI: Taiwan will introduce a $40-billion
supplementary  defense  budget to
underscore its determination to defend itself in
the face of a rising threat from China. President
Lai Ching-te said on Wednesday.
China. which views democratically-governed
Taiwan as its own territory. has ramped up
military and political pressure over the past
five years to assert its claims. which Taipei
strongly rejects.
As Taiwan faces calls from Washington to
spend more on its own defense. mirroring
US pressure on Europe. Lai said in August
he hoped for a boost in defense spending to 5
percent of gross domestic product by 2030.
Unveiling the T$1.25 trillion ($39.89 billion)
package. Lai said history had proven that
trying to compromise in the face of aggression
brought nothing but “enslavement.”
“There is no room for compromise on national
security.” he said at a press conference in the
presidential office.
“National sovereignty and the core values
of freedom and democracy are the very
foundation of our nation.”
Lai. who first announced the new spending
plan in an op-ed comment in the Washington
Post newspaper on Tuesday. said Taiwan was
showing its determination to defend itself.
“It is a struggle between defending democratic
Taiwan and refusing to submit to becoming
‘China’s Taiwan’.” he added. rather than
merely an ideological struggle or a dispute over
“unification versus independence.”
Lai had previously flagged extra defense
spending. but had not given details.
For 2026. the government plans such spending
will reach T$949.5 billion ($30.3 billion). to
stand at 3.32 percent of GDP. crossing a 3
percent threshold for the first time since 2009.
government figures showed.
Speaking earlier in Beijing. a spokesperson
for China’s Taiwan Affairs Office said Taiwan
was allowing “external forces” to dictate its
decisions.
“They squander funds that could be used to
improve people’s livelihoods and develop the
economy on purchasing weapons and currying
favor with external powers.” the spokesperson.
Peng Qingen. told reporters.
“This will only plunge Taiwan into disaster.”
The United States is bound by law to provide
Taiwan with the means to defend itself. despite
a lack of formal diplomatic ties.
But since President Donald Trump took office
in January. it has approved only one new arms
sale to Taiwan. a $330-million package for
fighter jet and other aircraft parts announced
this month.
“The international community is safer today
because of the Trump administration’s pursuit
of peace through strength.” Lai wrote in the
Washington Post.

Secretary-General selection
process begins at UN

HE UNITED NATIONS. United States:

The search for the next Secretary-General
of the United Nations launched Tuesday.
as member states were invited to send
nominations to replace Antonio Guterres for
the term starting in 2027.
Inaletter from UNleadersto 193 member states.
the 80-year-old global intergovernmental
organization is seeking candidates with
extensive experience in international relations.
diplomacy and language skills.
“The position of Secretary-General is one of
great importance and one that requires the
highest standards of efficiency. competence
and integrity and a firm commitment to the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations.” said the joint letter from
Sierra Leone ambassador and current Security
Council president Michael Imran Kanu
and General Assembly President Annalena
Baerbock. Some member states are advocating
for a woman to be selected. and in its letter
UN leadership noted “with regret that no
woman has ever held the position of Secretary-
General” and called on members “to strongly
consider nominating women.”

.

Myanmar election not iree
or credible: Thai FM

ANGKOK: Military-ruled

Myanmar’selectionstarting
next month will be neither free
nor credible. Thailand’s foreign
minister said. calling for the
release of detained democratic
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.
Myanmar’s military ousted
the Nobel laureate’s elected
government and seized power
in a 2021 coup. sparking a civil
war.
The junta is trumpeting the
vote as an opportunity for
reconciliation. but  neither
Aung San Suu Kyi nor her
dissolved National League for
Democracy (NLD) will take
part.
The election will not be held
in the swathes of the country
not controlled by the military
or its allies. and analysts have
dismissed it as a ploy to disguise
continuing military rule.
“We want it to be free and
credible. but it’s not going to
be the case. we know that.”
Thailand’s  Foreign Minister
Sihasak Phuangketkeow said
late Tuesday.
“My feeling is that we won’t be
in a position to recognize the
elections.”
But he suggested it could be a
stepping stone toward reform.
saying that general Thein Sein
was elected president in an

“imperfect” poll in 2010 and
went on to release Aung San Suu
Kyi. with the NLD winning the
next poll.

“Maybe an imperfect election
can also be a good opportunity
to return the country back to
stability and democracy.” he
told reporters in Bangkok.
Neighbouring Thailand hosts
millions of people who have fled
the conflict in Myanmar or left
the country to seek work outside
its moribund economy.

A career diplomat and former
ambassador to France. Sihasak
urged the Myanmar authorities

to free 80-year-old Aung San
Suu Kyi on humanitarian
grounds.

“It’s time to release her.” he said.
“Sometimes we must say things
that are the right thing to say.
“She’s been in custody for too
long. At her age. we don’t know
the condition of her health. and
so I hope that they do that the
first thing. or immediately.”

The first phase of voting in
Myanmar begins on December
28. with a second slated for
January 11. but subsequent
rounds and a result date have
not been announced.

News

Landslides and ilash floods on
[ndonesia’s Sumatra island leave at
|east 10 dead and 6 missing

MEDAN: Torrential rains unleashed
flash floods and triggered landslides on
Indonesia’s Sumatra island. killing at least 10
people and leaving six others missing. police
said Wednesday.

Rescue teams were struggling to reach affected
areas in six regencies of North Sumatra
province after the monsoon rains over the past
week caused rivers to burst their banks. tearing
through hilly villages as mud. rocks and trees
tumbled down. leaving destruction in their
wake. the National Police said in a statement.
Rescue workers by Wednesday had recovered
at least five bodies and three injured people
in the worst-hit city of Sibolga and were
searching for four villagers who were reported
missing. the statement said. In the neighboring
district of Central Tapanuli. landslides hit
several homes. killing at least a family of four.
and floods submerged nearly 2.000 houses and
buildings.

Floods and landslides also uprooted trees that
killed a villager in South Tapanuli district and
hurt another. destroyed a bridge in Mandailing
Natal district and submerged 470 houses. A
main road was blocked by mud and derbies in
Nias island. the statement said.

Videos on social media show water cascading
down rooftops as panicked residents scramble
for safety. In some areas. flash floods rose
rapidly. transforming streets into raging
torrents carrying tree trunks and debris.
Sibolga police chief Eddy Inganta said
emergency shelters have been set up and
authorities urged residents in high-risk zones to
evacuate immediately. warning that continued
rainfall could trigger more landslides after six
landslides in the hilly city flattened 17 houses
and a café.

EW DELHI: Hours after
police in Indian-controlled
Kashmir released shopkeeper Bilal
Ahmed Wani but kept his son in

India intensifies crackdown in disputed
Kashmir aiter New Delhi bombing

a “white-collar terror ecosystem
of radicalized professionals and
students.” increasing scrutiny
of several Kashmiri doctors.

custody in this month’s deadly
New Delhi blast investigation.
Wani set himself on fire. members
of his family said.

The 55-year-old dry fruit
seller was treated at three
hospitals but died a day later.
His relatives. who spoke on
condition of anonymity as
they feared reprisals from
authorities for talking to media.
said stress and humiliation
over the detentions drove him
to  self-immolation. Police
said Wani died due to “self-
inflicted burn injuries.”

The Nov. 10 explosion near
New Delhi’s historic Red Fort
killed at least 10 people and
wounded 32 others. Indian
investigators quickly focused on
Kashmir. launching sweeping
raids. detaining suspects and
questioning  thousands  for
possible links to what authorities
called a “heinous terror incident.”
Hundreds still remain in custody.
The blast occurred hours after
police in Indian-controlled
Kashmir  said  they  had
dismantled a suspected militant
cell operating from the region
to the outskirts of New Delhi.
Officers initially arrested at least
seven people. including two
Kashmiri doctors. and seized a
large quantity of bombmaking
material in Faridabad. a city near
the capital.

On Nov. 14. some of the explosives
seized in Faridabad and brought
to a police station in Kashmir’s
Srinagar city detonated. killing
at least nine people. Authorities
were still investigating the police
station blast but the region’s top
police officer. Nalin Prabhat.
ruled out any sabotage. indicating
mishandling of the explosive

material may have caused the
explosion.

Crackdown drove man to
despair: relatives say

The New Delhi blast set off a
sweeping  security crackdown
in Kashmir. marked by raids.
mass questioning and dozens of
detentions.

Police detained Wani’s eldest son.
student Jasir Bilal Wani. on Nov.
14. A day later. authorities held
Wani. his younger son and his
brother. who is a physics lecturer.
Wani and the younger son were
released that evening. and his
brother was freed after Wani’s
death.

Wani’s relatives said the men were
innocent and accused authorities
of using them as scapegoats.

They said Wani returned home a
day later. distraught and broken.
The next morning. he walked
outside. doused himself with
gasoline and set himself ablaze.
relatives said. He was rushed to
a nearby hospital. which referred
him to a larger medical facility
before being transferred to the
main hospital in Srinagar where he
died. they said.

There have been  security
crackdowns in the region before.
especially during periods of
mass public uprising. But the

ongoing crackdown is notably
severe. topped only by restrictions
imposed in 2019. when India
revoked the special status for
Indian-controlled Kashmir. which
had given the region a degree of
autonomy.

Fear in the medical

community

India’s National Investigation
Agency said the car used in the
New Delhi blast was registered
to a Kashmiri man and identified
the suspected suicide bomber as
Umar Un Nabi. a doctor.
Government forces demolished
his family home in Kashmir’s
southern  Pulwama  district.
officials  said. Troops have
previously blown up houses of
suspects they accuse of aiding
militants fighting Indian rule in
Kashmir.

The agency said last week that
Wani’s son “worked closely with
the terrorist Umar Un Nabi to
plan the terror carnage.” alleging
he provided technical support by
modifying drones and attempting
to make rockets. He remains in
custody.

Authorities have also intensified
a crackdown on what police call

Police said such individuals have
maintained contact with “foreign
handlers based in Pakistan and
other countries.”

Security officials have reportedly
sought details about doctors’
personal backgrounds.
professional ~ networks  and
ideological leanings. prompting
anxiety and fear within the
medical ~community. Several
doctors. speaking on condition
of anonymity because they
feared reprisals for talking to the
media. described the scrutiny as
unprecedented and intrusive.
Avinash Mohananey. a former
Indian intelligence officer who
served in Kashmir and Pakistan.
said that the module. regardless of
what authorities call it. involved
educated people and reflects
deep anger that has been building
beneath the surface for along time.
Mohananey said Kashmiris feel a
deep. underlying anger because
their political aspirations remain
unmet and that the region’s
people “feel disempowered and
humiliated.”

A groundswell of anger

Militants in the Indian-controlled
portion of Kashmir have been
fighting New Delhi’s rule since
1989. India insists the Kashmir
militancy is Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism. Pakistan denies the
charge. and many Kashmiris
consider it a legitimate freedom
struggle. India and Pakistan each
administer a part of Kashmir.
but both claim the territory in its
entirety. Praveen Donthi. a senior
analyst with the International
Crisis Group. said the political
disenfranchisement following
India’s 2019 decision “is fueling a
groundswell of quiet anger and a
resurgence of militancy.”
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