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News

Top US military adviser visits
Caribbean as Trump ramps

ASHINGTON: The nation’s top military

officer is visiting American troops
Monday in Puerto Rico and on a Navy warship
in the region. where the US has amassed an
unusually large fleet of warships and has been
attacking alleged drug-smuggling boats.
Gen. Dan Caine. the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and President Donald Trump’s
primary military adviser. will be joined by
David L. Isom. the senior enlisted adviser to
Caine. Caine’s office said in a statement that
the men will “engage with service members
and thank them for their outstanding support
to regional missions.”
This will be Caine’s second visit to the region
since the US military started building up its
presence. which now includes the nation’s most
advanced aircraft carrier. Caine and Defense
Secretary Pete Hegsethcame to Puerto Rico in
September after ships carrying hundreds of US
Marines arrived for what officials said was a
training exercise.
Hegseth said then that the deployed Marines
were “on the front lines of defending the
American homeland.”
Caine’s visit this week comes as Trump
evaluates whether to take military action
against Venezuela. which he has not ruled
out as part of his administration’s escalating
campaign to combat drug trafficking into the
US The buildup of American warships and the
strikes. which have killed more than 80 people
on 21 alleged drug boats. are seen by many
as a pressure tactic on Venezuelan President
Nicolds Maduro to resign.
The Trump administration also is ramping up
pressure by designating the Cartel de los Soles.
or Cartel of the Suns. as a foreign terrorist
organization. although the entity that the US
government alleges is led by Maduro is not a
cartel per se.
Until this year. the label of foreign terrorist
organization had been reserved for groups like
the Islamic State or Al-Qaeda that use violence
for political ends. The Trump administration
applied it in February to eight Latin American
criminal organizations involved in drug
trafficking. migrant smuggling and other
activities.
The administration blames such designated
groups for operating the boats it is striking but
rarely identifies the organizations and has not
provided any evidence.
Hegseth said last week that the designation
of Cartel de los Soles will provide a “whole
bunch of new options to the United States”
for dealing with Maduro. In an interview with
conservative news outlet OAN. Hegseth did
not provide details on what those options are
and declined to say whether the US military
planned to strike land targets inside Venezuela.
“So nothing is off the table. but nothing’s
automatically on the table.” he said.

Northern Nigeria faces
record hunger due to resurgent
militants attacks: WFP

AGOS:Resurgent militant attacks and

instability in northern Nigeria are pushing
hunger “to levels never seen before.” with
thousands facing “famine-like conditions.”
the World Food Programme (WFP) said on
Tuesday.
Nearly 35 million people in northern Nigeria
are “projected to face severe food insecurity
during the 2026 lean season.” which stretches
from May to September. the UN agency said
in a statement.

-

controversial US-backed aid
wpressure on Venemwela - COIMPANY IN Gaza GHF shuts

ERUSALEM: A controversial

US- and  Israel-backed
company that provided aid to
Gaza said Monday it would
shutter operations.
The  Gaza  Humanitarian
Foundation had already closed
distribution sites after a US-
brokered ceasefire took effect
six weeks ago in Gaza. It
announced Monday that it was
permanently shutting down.
claiming it had fulfilled its
mission.
“We have succeeded in our
mission of showing there’s
a better way to deliver aid to
Gazans.” GHF director John
Acree said in a statement.
The operations of the GHF
were shrouded in secrecy
during its short time in
operation. Launched  with
US and Israeli backing as
an alternative to the United
Nations. the group never
revealed its sources of funding
and little about the armed
contractors who operated the
sites. It said its goal was to
deliver aid to Gaza without it
being diverted by Hamas.
Palestinians. aid workers and
health officials have said the
system forced aid-seekers to
risk their lives to reach the
sites by passing Israeli troops
who secured the locations.
Soldiers often opened fire.
killing hundreds. according to
witnesses and videos posted to
social media. The Israeli military
saysit only fired warning shots as
acrowd-control measure or ifits

troops were in danger.

GHEF said there was no violence
in the aid sites themselves but
acknowledged the potential
dangers people faced when
traveling to them on foot.
However. contractors working
at the sites. backed by video
accounts. said the American
security guards fired live
ammunition and stun grenades
as hungry Palestinians
scrambled for food.

Acree said that GHF would
hand off its work to the US-led
center in Israel overseeing the
Gaza ceasefire. called the Civil-
Military Coordination Center.
“GHF has been in talks with
CMCC and international
organizations now for weeks
about the way forward and
it’s clear they will be adopting
and expanding the model GHF
piloted.” he said.

GHF began operating in late

May. after Israel had halted
food deliveries to Gaza for three
months. pushing the population
toward famine.

Israel intended for the private
contractor group to replace the
UN food distribution system.
claiming Hamas was diverting
large amounts of aid. The UN
denied the claims.

The UN had opposed the
creation of GHF. saying the
system gave Israel control
over food distribution and
could force the displacement
of Palestinians. Throughout
the war. the UN led a massive
humanitarian  effort  with
other aid groups. distributing
food. medicine. fuel and other
supplies at hundreds of centers
around Gaza.

In the release. GHF said it had
delivered over 3 million food
boxes to Gaza. totaling 187
million meals.

ARIS: French President

Emmanuel Macron
said a US plan to end the
war between Ukraine and
Russia had elements worth
discussing  but  warned
against any “capitulation”
by Kyiv. in an interview
broadcast Tuesday.
“We want peace. But not
a peace that is in essence
a capitulation. which puts
Ukraine in an impossible
situation. which gives Russia
all the freedom to continue
to go further. including to
other European (countries)
and  putting  everyone’s
security in danger.” Macron
told RTL radio.
He said the American plan
for ending the conflict
sparked by Russia’s 2022
invasion of its neighbor was
a step “in the right direction”
with “elements” that should
be “discussed. negotiated.
improved.”
“What is put on the table
gives us an idea of what is
acceptable for the Russians.”
he said. stressing that
Ukrainians were the “only
ones” who could agree to
terms set out in the plan.
“No one can say for the
Ukrainians what territorial
concessions they are willing
to make.” he said. speaking
ahead of a video conference
later Tuesday with the leaders
of Ukraine’s main European
allies to discuss the proposal.
Washington’s 28-point
plan initially hewed close to
Russia’s hard-line demands.
requiring Ukraine to cede
territory. cut its military and

Macron says France must not be
‘Weak’ faced with Russia ‘threar’

pledge never to join NATO.
An updated version. aiming
to  “uphold Ukraine’s
sovereignty.” was thrashed
out over the weekend at
emergency talks in Geneva.
The plan also foresees using
Russian assets frozen in
Europe in US-led projects to
rebuild Ukraine after the war.
But Macron insisted it was up
to Europeans to decide what
to do with the funds.

“The Europeans are the only
ones to have say” on this
issue. he said.

But he said that the “only
red line” was Russia itself.

three-and-a-half years after

President Vladimir Putin
launched  the  full-scale
invasion.

“The only question we don’t
have an answer to is whether
Russia is ready to make a
lasting peace.” he said. “A
peace where they don’t re-
invade Ukraine six months.
eight months later. two years
later.”

Russia rained missiles and
drones overnight on Kyiv.
killing six people. authorities
said Tuesday. as three people
died in Russia’s Rostov region
in massive Ukrainian strikes.

2025 1 a5 (26) slagy¥i ‘1 4
(3979) aua!

Ukraine, Russia trade
deadly strikes as
negotiators hammer ai deal

YIV: Russia rained missiles and drones

overnight on Kyiv. killing six people.
authorities said Tuesday. as three people died
in Russia’s Rostov region in massive Ukrainian
strikes.
The heightened attacks came after US
President Donald Trump initially gave Kyiv
until November 27 — the American holiday of
Thanksgiving — to respond to his proposal to
end the fighting. a timeline and blueprint that
European leaders have baulked at.
Tymur Tkachenko. head of Kyiv’s military
administration. said four people died and at
least three were wounded in the Svyatoshynsky
district. Emergency services earlier said two
people died in a strike on an apartment building
in the eastern Dniprovsky quarter.
Before dawn Tuesday. Russia’s defense
ministry said it had intercepted and destroyed
249 Ukrainian drones — one of the highest
figures reported.
In Russia’s Rostov region. acting governor Yuri
Sliusar said at least three people were killed.
adding: “Tonight’s enemy attack brought great
grief.”
In the Krasnodar frontier region. Governor
Veniamin Kondratyev called the overnight
bombardment “one of the Kyiv regime’s most
sustained and massive attacks.”
Kyiv and its allies spent the weekend
hammering away at Washington’s 28-point
plan. which initially hewed close to Russia’s
hard-line demands. requiring the invaded
country to cede territory. cut its military and
pledge never to join NATO.
An updated version. aiming to “uphold
Ukraine’s sovereignty.” was thrashed out over
the weekend at emergency talks in Geneva.
Countries supporting Kyiv are due to hold a
video call Tuesday to discuss the state of the
plan.

‘Russia will not ease pressure’

“We must be cognizant that Russia will not ease
its pressure on Ukraine.” President Volodymyr
Zelensky said.

Zelensky has described his country as being
in a “critical moment.” saying Ukraine risked
losing either its “dignity” or Washington as an
ally.

Russian  President Vladimir Putin. who
welcomed the original US plan to end
the fighting. has threatened to seize more
Ukrainian territory if Kyiv walks away from
the negotiations.

Russia’s military already occupies around a
fifth of Ukraine — much of it ravaged by years
of fighting.

Kyiv and its European allies say the war. the
largest and deadliest on European soil since
World War II. is an unprovoked and illegal
land grab.

Tens of thousands of civilians and military
personnel have been killed since Russia
launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022.

Revised plan

Ukrainian. American and European officials
met in Switzerland Sunday after the US
proposal to halt the war was widely criticized
as requiring too much capitulation.

A joint US-Ukrainian statement after the
weekend talks announced an “updated and
refined peace framework.”

While the latest draft has not been published.
the White House hailed it as progress. and the
joint statement affirmed “any future agreement
must fully uphold Ukraine’s sovereignty.”
Kyiv’s delegation said the latest draft “already
reflects most of Ukraine’s key priorities.”
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz had thrown
doubt on the ability to strike a deal by Trump’s
November 27 deadline. saying that discussions
would be a “lengthy. long-lasting process.” The
United States had bypassed Europe with the
original plan. and many EU governments were
unsettled by the prospect of ending the war on
Moscow’s terms.

The White House has pushed back on criticism
that Trump was favoring Russia.

“The idea that the United States of America
is not engaging with both sides equally in this
war to bring it to an end is a complete and total
fallacy.” Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt told
reporters on Monday.

A senior official told AFP the United States had
pressed Ukraine to accept the proposal.

The official. speaking on condition of
anonymity. said Washington did not directly
threaten to cut off aid if Kyiv rejected its
proposals. but that Ukraine understood this
was a distinct possibility.
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Hezhollah mourns fop commandex

EIRUT: Hezbollah will hold a

funeral on Monday for its top
military chief and other members
of the militant group. a day after
Israel killed them with a strike on
Beirut’s southern suburbs.

Haytham Ali Tabatabai is
the most senior Hezbollah
commander to be killed by Israel
since a November 2024 ceasefire
sought to end over a year of
hostilities between the two sides.
Tabatabai’s assassination comes
as Israel has escalated its attacks
on Lebanon. with the United
States increasing its pressure
on the Lebanese government to
disarm Hezbollah.

The group called on its supporters
to attend the mass funeral for its
“great leader” Tabatabai which
will take place in the southern
suburbs. a densely populated area
where it holds sway.

The Israeli military said on
Sunday that it had “eliminated
the terrorist Haytham Ali
Tabatabai. Hezbollah’s chief of
general staft.”

The group announced the death
of Tabatabai and four other
members in the attack.
Hezbollah ~ said  Tabatabai
assumed the role of military
leader after the most recent war
with Israel. which saw the group
suffer heavy losses including the
killings of its senior leaders.
Israel has repeatedly bombed
Lebanon despite the truce. usually
saying it is targeting Hezbollah
members and infrastructure to
stop the group from rearming.
According to the agreement.
Hezbollah was to pull its forces
north of the Litani River. some
30 kilometers (20 miles) north of
the border with Israel and have
its military infrastructure there
dismantled.

Under a government-approved
plan. the Lebanese army is to
dismantle Hezbollah military
infrastructure south of the river
by the end of the year. before
tackling the rest of the country.
Hezbollah has strongly rejected
the move.

Limited options

After the assassination. Israeli
Prime  Minister =~ Benjamin
Netanyahu said he would “not
allow Hezbollah to rebuild
its power” and called on the
Lebanese government to “fulfil

Killed in Israell strike

its commitment to disarm
Hezbollah.”

A source close to Hezbollah told
AFP on condition of anonymity
that there are currently “two
opinions within the group —
those who wish to respond to the
assassination and those who want
to refrain from doing so — but
the leadership tends to adopt the
utmost forms of diplomacy at the
present stage.”

The group’s choices now seem
limited. Not only was it weakened
by the last war with Israel. it also
lost its supply route through Syria
with the fall of former ruler and
ally Bashar Assad in December.
In addition to disarmament.
Washington is also demanding
that Beirut dry up the group’s
funding from Iran. which
slammed Sunday’s “cowardly”
assassination.

“Hezbollah’s options are very
limited.”  Atlantic ~ Council
researcher Nicholas Blanford
told AFP. as “its support base is
clamouring for revenge but if
Hezbollah responds directly...
Israel will strike back very hard
and no one in Lebanon will thank
Hezbollah for that.”

Blanford said the strike was
the biggest blow to Hezbollah
since the ceasefire “because
of (Tabatabai’s) seniority and
the fact that it demonstrates
the Israelis can still locate and
target senior officials despite
whatever protective measures
Hezbollah is undertaking” after
the war.

The Lebanese military has said
it is carrying out its plan to
disarm the group. but the US
and Israel have accused Lebanese
authorities of stalling the process.
A military official told AFP
last week that the American
and Israeli demands to have
Hezbollah  fully  disarmed
by the end of the year were
“impossible” given a shortage
of personnel and equipment
and fears of confrontations with
local communities that support
Hezbollah.

In his condemnation of the Israeli
strike on Sunday. Lebanese Prime
Minister Nawaf Salam stressed
that “the only way to consolidate
stability” is through “extending
the authority of the state over all
its territory with its own forces.
and enabling the Lebanese army
to carry out its duties.”

Aighanistan says Pakistani airstrikes in east of the
country hiave Killed 10 people, mostly children

ABUL: Afghanistan’s

Taliban government on
Tuesday accused Pakistan of
launching overnight airstrikes in
three eastern provinces. killing 10
civilians. including nine children.
in a sign of worsening tensions
between the two neighbors.
Zabihullah Mujahid. the chief
spokesperson for the Afghan
government. said on X that
Pakistan “bombed” the home of a
civilian in Khost province. killing

nine children and a woman.
He said additional strikes were
carried out in the provinces of
Kunar and Paktika. injuring four
others.

Pakistan’s military and
government did not immediately
comment on the allegation. which
comes more than a month after
cross-border clashes erupted
when the Afghan government
claimed Pakistani drone strikes
hit Kabul.
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to seize Palestinian neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah

How Israel IS leveraging legal
100ls and development plans

ONDON: Israel is

entering a “new and
dangerous phase” to cement
its hold over occupied East
Jerusalem. using sweeping
legal and  bureaucratic
measures to reshape the
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood
and expand settlements. an
Israeli nonprofit said in a
new report.
The report. released in
late October by human
rights group Ir Amim. says
the Israeli government
is promoting two major
housing projects under the
guise of urban renewal.
Together. they would see
about 2.000 Israeli families
settled in Sheikh Jarrah.
a  neighborhood  long
emblematic of Palestinian
identity.
According to the report.
the plans would displace all
Palestinians in the western
section. a key Palestinian
area known as the Western
Neighborhood or Umm
Haroun.
This push. Ir Amim notes.
forms part of a wider set
of state actions reshaping
control over one of East
Jerusalem’s most contested
areas.
For residents. these policies
compound years of pressure.
“Our neighborhood has
been suffering for more than
20 years because of court
cases. eviction orders and
rising rents.” said Mahmoud
Al-Saou. a  community
representative facing
eviction. “All of this is being
done to force the residents
out.”
Al-Saou said that his own
legal struggle began in 2005.
“They decided they wanted
to demolish my house and
build a six-story building on
its land. forcing me out.” he
told Arab News.
“We go to the Israeli courts
because there are no others.
but they don’t give us justice.
Honestly. we only go to court
to buy time.”
That uncertainty. he said.
has become a constant
burden. “Imagine living in
your home and constantly
being threatened that at
any moment. you might be
forced to leave. with nowhere
to go.”
His family has lived in their
Umm Haroun home since
1963. “I was born here. my
children were born here.
and all our memories are in
Sheikh Jarrah.” he said. “We
can’t imagine handing our
homes over to settlers.”
According to  Al-Saou.
settler groups have already
seized several plots. turning
empty land into parking
lots to strengthen future
claims. “They want to
build  settlement  units.
shopping centers. malls and
playgrounds — all through
land seizure.” he said.
Two families have
already been  removed;
the Shamasnehs and the
household of Hajj Abu Khalil
and Hajjah Umm Khalil. The
latter had no heirs. and the
Israeli General Custodian
placed settlers in their home
after their passing.
“We tried so hard to take

over that house legally.
but we couldn’t.” Al-Saou
said. “The neighborhood

desperately needs housing
for its own families.”

The Shamasneh family. AFP
reported. was evicted in
2017 after an eight-year legal
battle that ended with courts
siding with heirs claiming
pre-1948 Jewish ownership.
Ir Amim’s report confirms
that the second household
had no heirs and was seized
by the state.

These evictions. the report
shows. lay the groundwork
for the state-backed plans
now moving forward. In
late 2024. the Jerusalem
Development Authority
submitted a zoning plan to
replace about 40 Palestinian
homes in Umm Haroun with
316 housing units.

The plan is marketed as
the renewal of the historic
Jewish neighborhood of
Nahalat ~ Shimon. which
existed before 1948.

The authority. jointly owned
by the Ministry of Jerusalem
Affairs and the Jerusalem
Municipality. is responsible
for carrying out government
development initiatives.

Ir Amim said that past
attempts at mass eviction
stalled because residents held
protected tenancy rights.
But rebranding the effort as
urban renewal. the group
says. allows authorities and
settler  organizations  to
bypass these legal protections

entirely.

In May. the Jerusalem
Municipality’s Local
Planning Committee
recommended  advancing
the plan with several
amendments.

Pressure is also mounting in
the Eastern Neighborhood.
or Karm Al-Jaouni. where
several families — including
the Hanouns. Al-Kurds and
Al-Ghaouis — have already
been evicted.

“They were evicted years
ago.” Al-Saou said. “And the
court cases continue in the
eastern section.”

Beyond evictions. Ir Amim’s
report cites ongoing land-
registration processes
enabling state and settler
bodies to claim ownership.
along with the expropriation
of public spaces for Jewish
institutions.

One such plan includes a
yeshiva — a Jewish religious
school and dormitory — on
land expropriated by the
municipality.  Additional
public spaces are also being
targeted. further tightening
Israel’s grip on the area.

A September study by the
Israeli nonprofit Bimkom
similarly found that the

Israeli government’s
Settlement of Land Title
procedures in East Jerusalem
have been used to dispossess
and displace Palestinians.
The group argues that the
legal framework structurally
disadvantages  Palestinian
landowners seeking to prove
and formalize ownership.
These processes. Bimkom
concluded. are “part of the
broader policy to promote
the annexation” of occupied
East Jerusalem.

These legal  maneuvers
accompany large-scale
municipal projects across
East Jerusalem. including a
business complex in Wadi
Joz and a planned municipal
park near Sheikh Jarrah.
according to Ir Amim.
While city officials say the
projects willimprove services
for Palestinian residents.
Ir Amim argues they will
instead entrench Israeli
control over Sheikh Jarrah
and the Old City Basin.

accelerating Palestinian
displacement.

Together.  the report
notes.  these actions
form a coordinated
strategy of demographic

transformation.

Titled “A Stranglehold on
Sheikh Jarrah: New Tools
for Israeli Takeover and
Palestinian Displacement.”
the report warns that the
measures could turn Sheikh
Jarrah from a historically
Palestinian = neighborhood
into a major Israeli enclave.
severing the heart of
Palestinian Jerusalem from
surrounding neighborhoods.
Aviv Tatarsky. an Ir Amim
researcher. said that the state
is now openly steering these
initiatives.

“All  the projects we
discuss in the report are
state-initiated — whether
so-called urban renewal
or the yeshiva project.”
Tatarsky told Arab News.
“Even though the yeshiva
is supposedly a religious
organization’s initiative. the
land was allocated by the
Israel Land Authority and
the municipality.

“In  the  past. settler
organizations would file
eviction claims. and when
criticized. state officials could
say. ‘I’s a private matter;
it has nothing to do with
us.” That pretense has now
dropped. What we’re seeing
today s the state itself directly
driving these projects.”

The  intensifying  state
role builds on decades of

efforts by settler groups to
seize properties in Sheikh
Jarrah. north of Jerusalem’s
Old City. since the area
came under Israeli control
following the 1967 Arab-
Israeli war.

The  neighborhood s
divided into two primary
sections: Karm Al-Jaouni.
east of Nablus Road. and
Umm Haroun. to the west.
Each area has its distinct
legal battles. community
composition and historical
land claims.

Central to many cases
is the 1970 Legal and
Administrative Matters

Law. which Ir Amim calls
“discriminatory” because it
grants Jews exclusive rights
to reclaim pre-1948 property
while offering no equivalent
right to Palestinian refugees
displaced during the same

period.
Since  1970. nearly 80
Palestinian  families  in

Sheikh Jarrah have faced
eviction lawsuits. according
to Ir Amim.

Pressures intensified in 2021.
when Israel’s Supreme Court
considered appeals from
seven Palestinian families
in Karm Al-Jaouni. The
court proposed allowing
the families to remain
as “protected tenants” if
they acknowledged Jewish
ownership and paid rent
to a settler organization.
according to media reports.

But Palestinian families
insisted they were the rightful
owners under a 1954 Jordan-
UNRWA agreement. They
were originally displaced
during the 1948 Arab-Israeli
war from areas including
Haifa and Jaffa.

Amid protests in August
2021. the Israeli government
declined to intervene in the
cases. The Foreign Ministry
insisted Sheikh Jarrah was a
“private real estate dispute”
that had been turned into
an international anti-Israel
issue. The Times of Israel
reported then.

Jordanian civil law Article
395. along with the 1950s
resettlement agreements
with  UNRWA. affirms
Palestinian families’ claims.
according to the Beirut-
based Institute for Palestine
Studies.

But Israel’s 1950 Absentee
Property Law and 1972
Tenant Protection Law
have enabled authorities to
transfer refugee property to
state or settler control.
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