Optimism ahead of
pope's visit to Turkiye for
reopening of Istanbul's
Greek Orthodox seminary
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Precision Israeli
strike on southern
Beirut targets
Hezbollah's number two
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Indonesia grants
unlimited stay permit
for former citizens in
lieu of dual citizenship
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Hamas says
discussed second
phase of Gaza
truce in Cairo
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Australian judge rules Synagogue
Arsonist was motivated by
mental illness, not antisemiism

MELBOURNE

A man who set fire to a Melbourne
synagogue while worshippers were inside
was motivated by mental illness rather than
antisemitism: an Australian magistrate said
on Monday.

Angelo Loras: 35 had pleaded guilty to arson
and recklessly placing people at risk of death
on July 4 when he doused the front door of the
East Melbourne Synagogue with flammable
liquid and ignited it. Around 20 worshippers
were inside sharing a Shabbat meal: but no one
was injured.

Reports of antisemitic and Islamophobic
incidents have risen sharply across Australia
since the war between Israel and Hamas began
in 2023. Government leaders suspected the
attack on the synagogue: which is also known
as the East Melbourne Hebrew Congregation.
was a hate crime.

The morning after the fire. Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese released a statement saying
the arson attack was “cowardly: is an act of
violence and antisemitism: and has no place in
Australian society.”

But Magistrate Malcolm Thomas ruled on
Monday that Loras was not motivated by
antisemitism but had been in the grip of a
terrifying delusion stemming from his failure
to take medication for schizophrenia.

Thomas sentenced Loras to four months’
imprisonment. which is less than the 138 days
he had already spent in custody.

While Loras was eligible for release on Monday:
he was also ordered to continue medical
treatment for schizophrenia for 20 months and
to perform unpaid work.

The Australian government has blamed Iran
for an earlier arson attack on a Melbourne
synagogue: which security officers describe as
an antisemitic crime aimed at undermining
Australian social cohesion.

Australian spy agencies accuse Iran’s
paramilitary = Revolutionary ~Guards of
organizing arson attacks on Melbourne’s
Adass Israel Synagogue in December last
year and on a Sydney kosher food business
two months earlier. Iran has denied any
involvement. Both buildings were extensively
damaged.

Loras« who was arrested two days after hisarson
attack told police he thought the synagogue
was a residential address.

Thomas advised the Jewish congregation not
to apply for a restitution order against Loras
for the 54000 Australian dollars ($35.000)
in damage he caused because Loras had been
homeless for an extended period.

Loras is a former Sydney-based forklift driver
who had no previous criminal record.

His arson attack was one of three suspected
antisemitic incidents across Melbourne the
weekend of July 4 to July 6.

Around 20 masked protesters harassed diners
at an Israeli-owned restaurant on July 5. A
window was cracked: tables were flipped and
chairs thrown as protesters chanted “Death
to the IDF.” referring to the Israel Defense
Forces.

Police also investigated the spray-painting
of a Melbourne business and an arson attack
on three vehicles attached to that business
before dawn on July 6. Police said they found
antisemitic “inferences” at the scene. without
elaborating.
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Optimism ahead of pope’s visit to Turkiye for
reopening of Istanbul’s Greek Orthodox seminary

HEYBELIADA

As Pope Leo XIV prepares to
embark on his first trip abroad with
a visit to Turkiye to mark a key
event that shaped the foundations
of Catholic and Orthodox
Christianity: there has been a
surge of renewed optimism over
the possible reopening of a Greek
Orthodox religious seminary that
has been closed since 1971.

The Halki Theological School has
become a symbol of Orthodox
heritage and a focal point in the
push for religious freedoms in
Turkiye.

Located on Heybeliada Island: off
the coast of Istanbul: the seminary
once trained generations of Greek
Orthodox patriarchs and clergy.
They include Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I the spiritual leader
of some 300 million Orthodox
Christians worldwide.

Turkiye closed the school under
laws restricting private higher
education: and despite repeated
appeals from international religious
leaders and human rights advocates
—aswellassubsequentlegal changes
that allowed private universities to
flourish — it has remained shut ever
since.

Momentum for reopening it
appeared to grow after Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
discussed theissue with US President
Donald Trump at the White House
in September. Erdogan said Turkiye
would “do our part” regarding its
reopening. Erdogan had previously
linked the move to reciprocal
measures from Greece to improve
the rights of Muslims there.

On schooli which was founded
in 1844, stands surrounded by
scaffolding as renovation work
continues. Inside. one floor that
serves as the clergy quarters and
two classrooms have already been
completed: standing ready to
welcome students once the seminary
reopens.

Political and diplomatic’
‘anachronism

During his visit to Turkiye: starting
on Nov. 27. Leo is scheduled to
meet Erdogan and join Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew in
commemorating the  1.700th
anniversary of the Council of
Nicaea: in a pilgrimage honoring
Christianity’s theological roots. He
will then travel to Lebanon for the
second leg of his trip.

Turkiye is now “ready to make the
big step forward for the benefit
of Turkiye: for the benefit of the
minorities and for the benefit of
religious and minority rights in this

country” by reopening the seminary:
Archbishop Elpidophoros: head of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America: told The Associated Press
in a video interview from his base in
New York.

A committee of representatives from
the Istanbul-based Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate and the Turkish
government has begun discussions
on the reopening: Elpidophoros
said. expressing optimism that the
school could welcome students again
by the start of the next academic
year.

“Keeping this school closed after
more than 50 years is a political
and diplomatic anachronism that
doesn’t help our country.” said the
Istanbul-born  archbishop. “We
have so many private universities
and private schools in Turkiye: so
keeping only Halki closed doesn’t
help Turkiye: doesn’t help anyone.”

A test of religious freedom

The fate of the seminary has
long been viewed as a test of
predominantly Muslim Turkiye’s
treatment of religious minorities:
including the country’s Christian
population: estimated at 200,000 to
370.000 out of nearly 86 million.
Since coming to power in 2002
Erdogan’s government has enacted
reforms to improve the rights of
religious groups: including opening
places of worship and returning
some property that was confiscated
— but problems linger.

Although the Constitution
guarantees freedom of religion
only Armenians. Greeks and Jews
— non-Muslim minorities were

recognized undera 1923 peace treaty
that established modern Turkiye’s
borders — are allowed to operate
places of worship and schools.
Other Christian groups lack formal
recognition and often face obstacles
in registering churches or religious
associations.

There have been isolated incidents of
violence: including a 2024 attack on
a Catholic church in Istanbulc where
a worshipper was killed during
Mass. The Daesh group claimed
responsibility for the attack.
Turkiye denied recent reports that
claimed it had deported foreign
nationals belonging to Protestant
groups as national security threats.
Turkiye blamed what it said was
“a  deliberate  disinformation
campaign” against the country for
the claims.

In July 2020. Turkiye converted
Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia — once of
one of the most important historic
cathedrals in Christianity and a
United Nations-designated world
heritage site — from a museum
back into a mosque: a move that
drew widespread international
criticism. Although popes have
visited Hagia Sophia in the past: the
important landmark was left out of
Leo’s itinerary.

The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate:
based in Istanbuli is internationally
recognized as the “first among
equals” in the Orthodox Christian
world. Turkiye however: does not
recognize its ecumenical status:
insisting that under the 1923
treaty. the patriarch is only head
of the country’s ever-dwindling
Greek Orthodox minority.
The Patriarchate dates from

the Orthodox Greek Byzantine
Empire. which collapsed when
the Muslim Ottoman  Turks
conquered the Byzantine Empire of
Constantinople: today’s Istanbuli in
1453.

‘A school with this spirit’

At the shuttered seminary. Agnes
Kaltsogianni: a visitor from Greece:
said the seminary was important
for both Greece and Turkiye and
its reopening could be a basis for
improved ties between the two
longtime rival countries.

“There should be a gradual
improvement between the two
countries on all levels; and this
(place) can be a starting point
for major cultural development
and affinity.” said the 48-year-old
English teacher.

Elpidophoros: 57. was too young to
make it to Halki and was forced to
study to join the clergy in a Greek
seminary. However. he served as
abbot of the Halki monastery for
eight years before his appointment
as archbishop of America.

“The Theological School of
Halki is in my heart.” he said.

Asked about the significance of
the school for the Greek Orthodox
community. Elpidophoros  said
Halki represents a “spirit” that
is open to new ideas: dialogue
and coexistence. while rejecting
nationalist and religious prejudice:
and hate speech.

“The entire world needs a school
with this spirit.” he said.

Indonesia grants unlimited stay permit for \
former citizens In lieu of dual citizenship |§

JAKARTA

Indonesia has opened applications
for a permit that would allow former
Indonesian citizens to live and work
in the country for an indefinite period
as an alternative to dual citizenship.
an official at the immigration
ministry has said.

Indonesian law does not recognize
dual citizenship for adultsc and
anyone with two passports must
make a choice of nationality when
they turn 18.

The new policyc named Global
Citizenship of Indonesia (GCI)
is modelled after the Overseas
Citizenship of India (OCI); which
allows foreigners of Indian ancestry

to visitt work and live in India
indefinitely: the ministry said.

“GCI is a strategic solution to
the issues of dual citizenship by
giving an unlimited stay permit for
foreign nationals with strong ties to
Indonesia.” Is Edy Eko Putranto: the
ministry’s director of immigration
residence permits; told Reuters on
Saturday:. adding the Indonesian
diaspora could help with national
development.

Putranto said former Indonesian
citizens foreign  nationals  of
Indonesian descent up to the second
degree. and children from mixed
marriages would be eligible to apply.
Calls to allow dual citizenship have

increased amid concerns about a
‘brain drain’ as Indonesians leave
the country for better opportunities
abroad.

Nearly 4.000 Indonesians became
Singaporean citizens from 2019 to
2022 according to data from the
Directorate General of Immigration.
Indonesia’s population is 280 million
people: making it the fourth most
populous country in the world.

“The ministry essentially responds
to the ‘brain drain’ phenomenon by
turning it into a strategic opportunity
by facilitating a special right to the
diaspora so that Indonesian talents
can return or contribute remotely.”
Putranto said.
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Precision Israeli strike on southern
_ Belrut targets Hezbollah’s number two

BEIRUT

Israeli army
Avichai Adraee confirmed
Sunday evening the
“elimination of Haytham Ali
Tabtabai. Hezbollah's chief
of staft.” whom he described
as a “terrorist.” in an Israeli
airstrike  that targeted a
residential building in Beirut's
southern suburbs.

The escalation was described
in Beirut as “very dangerous.”
coming nearly a year after the
ceasefire agreement between
Israel and Lebanon came into
effect.

Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun said “the Israeli airstrike
targeting Beirut's southern
suburbs is further proof that
Israel disregards repeated calls
to cease its attacks on Lebanon
and refuses to implement
international resolutions and
all efforts and initiatives aimed
at ending the escalation and
restoring stability not only
to Lebanon but to the entire
region.”

Aoun  emphasized  that
Lebanon “has adhered to the
cessation of hostilities for
nearly a year and has presented
initiative  after  initiative.”
reiterating his “call on the
international community to
assume its responsibilities”
and intervene “forcefully and
seriously” to stop the attacks
on Lebanon and its people. He
warned that further escalation
risked  reigniting  regional
tensions and causing additional
bloodshed.

Israeli media reported that Tel
Aviv informed the ceasefire
monitoring committee (the
Mechanism Committee) that
it would not escalate unless
Hezbollah retaliated.

In the initial hours following
the  operation. Hezbollah
confirmed only that the Israeli
strike targeted “one of its
officials.” without providing

spokesman

Micide bombers Kill 3 at Pakistan

paramilitary
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further details.

Prime Minister Nawaf Salam
said that “protecting the
Lebanese people and preventing
the country from sliding into
dangerous situations is the
government's priority at this
criticaljuncture. It will continue
to work through all political
and diplomatic means with
brotherly and friendly nations
to protect the Lebanese people.
prevent any open escalation.
and ensure a halt to Israeli
aggression. its withdrawal from
our land. and the return of our
prisoners.”

Approximately four hours
after the attack. Adraee posted
that the strike “eliminated
Tabatabai.” whom he
described as “a key Hezbollah
operative ~who joined its

headquarters

ranks in the 1980s and held a
series of leadership positions.
including commander of the
Radwan Unit and Hezbollah's
operations officer in Syria.
He worked to enhance
Hezbollah's capabilities and
was a prominent figure in the
development of the Radwan
Unit. As part of his duties
in Syria. he strengthened
the terrorist organization's
presence there.”

He added that “during the
last war between Israel
and Hezbollah. Tabatabai
assumed the position of
commander of Hezbollah's
operations system and was
responsible for shaping the
organization's situation and
building its strength. During
Operation Northern Arrows.

after the elimination of most
of the organization's military
leadership. he took charge
of managing the war with
Israel. At the conclusion of
Operation Northern Arrows.
Tabatabai became Hezbollah's
chief of staff. leading the
organization's reconstruction
efforts and commanding
most of its units. working to
rehabilitate them for war with
Israel.”

The Israeli army spokesman
said the military “will act
against attempts to rebuild
and rearm the terrorist group
Hezbollah and will work
forcefully to eliminate any
threat to the citizens of the State
of Israel. It remains committed
to the understandings reached
between Israel and Lebanon.”

According to initial reports
from Beirut. the target was
the second-in-command of
Hezbollah. His father is Iranian
and his mother is Lebanese.
and he resided in Lebanon.
The Lebanese Ministry of
Health said the airstrike. which
hit several floors of a residential
building on Al-Arid Street
in Haret Hreik without prior
warning,. killed five people and
injured 28 others.

The Lebanese army imposed
a security cordon around
the site. Panic swept the
neighbourhood. with several
families fleeing the southern
suburbs for fear of further
attacks amid continuous. low-
altitude Israeli reconnaissance
flights extending as far as
Baalbek and Hermel.

The airstrike.  described
as “precise.” was ordered
by Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu based
on recommendations from
the Minister of Defense and
the Chief of Staff. according to
Netanyahu's office.

Israeli Channel 12 reported
that “Israel attempted to
assassinate Tabatabai twice
during the war. and this was
the third time. The raid against
the Hezbollah chief of staffathis
hideoutinthe southernsuburbs
of Beirut was coordinated with
the Americans.”

Three missiles hit the building.
Israeli media said they were
GBU-39s. “characterized
by their high accuracy. light
weight. and small dimensions.
allowing them to be precisely
guided to specific targets
and capable of penetrating
approximately six feet of
reinforced concrete.”

The US State Department
had offered a reward of up to
$5 million for information
leading to the location or arrest
of Tabatabai.

According to the department.
he commanded elite forces
and played a direct role in
Hezbollah’s  operations in
Syria. as well as overseeing
special forces operatives who
worked in Yemen. activity
Washington says contributed
to  destabilizing  regional
actions  through training.
equipment. and expertise. He
was designated a “Specially
Designated Global Terrorist”
in 2016. The Iranian Embassy
in Lebanon said on its social
media accounts that “the
terrorist Israeli entity does not
hesitate to threaten the safety
of the dear Lebanese people.
These cowardly attacks will not
diminish the resolve of those
who are in the right. nor will
they weaken their unwavering
will to confront it.”

Hamas says discussed second

CAIRO

agreement on

militant group said.
Led by Hamas

PESHAW AR Pakistan

Three suicide bombers targeted
the headquarters of a Pakistani
paramilitary force on Monday:

killing three personnel and
wounding at least five, authorities
said.

The attackers opened fire as
they forced themselves into the
headquarters of the frontier
constabulary in Peshawar city
before blowing themselves up
inside the complex: police said.
Three paramilitary personnel
were killed: said Javed Igbal: the
deputy commandant of the force.
“The first suicide bomber carried
outanattack on the main entrance
of the constabulary and the others
entered the compound.” a senior
official said on condition of
anonymity as he is not authorized
to speak to the media.

A delegation of senior Hamas
leaders discussed the second
phase of the Gaza ceasefire
Sunday
with the head of Egyptian
intelligence; the Palestinian

negotiator Khalil Al-Hayya.
the delegation arrived in the
Egyptian capital on Saturday
for talks on Sunday with

phase oI Gaza truce in Cairo

chief

“Law enforcement personnel
including the army and police:
have cordoned off the area
and are carefully handling the
situation as we suspect there
are some terrorists inside the
headquarters.”  the  official
added.

The headquarters of the force is
located in a densely populated
area of Peshawar the capital of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.
“The road has been closed for
traffic and cordoned oft by the
army. police and (security)
personnel:”  Safdar Khan( a
resident of the area: said.

The five wounded people
including  two  paramilitary
personneli were taken to

Lady Reading Hospitali its
spokesperson Mohammad Asim
said.

Egyptian intelligence chief
Hassan Rashad: two officials
from the movement told

AFP.

Hamas said in a statement
that it “reaffirmed
its commitment to

implementing the first phase
of the (ceasefire) agreement:
stressing the importance
of putting an end to Israeli
violations.”

“The nature of the second
phase of the agreement”
was also discussed in Cairox
Hamas added: without giving

force.
Hamas: excluded from any
role in the future governance

further details. of the territory under the
The second stage of Trump plan adopted by the
the Gaza ceasefire plan UN Security Councili is

refusing to disarm.

Over the past few days: Israel
and Hamas have accused
each other of violating the

concerns disarming Hamas:
establishing a transitional
authority and deploying an
international  stabilization

US-brokered truce that came
into effect on October 10
after two years of war.

Gaza’s civil defense agency
said 21 people were Kkilled
and dozens more wounded
in multiple Israeli air strikes
on Saturday.

The Israeli military
an “armed terrorist”

said
had

crossed the so-called Yellow
Line within the Gaza Strip:
behind which Israeli forces
have withdrawn: and fired at
Israeli soldiers.

In response to the incident
in southern Gaza: the Israeli
military said it “began
striking terror targets in the
Gaza Strip.”
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