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South Africa adopts
declaration despite US
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News

Israel launches strikes in
Giaza ceaselire’s latest test as
\_ hospitals say 20 killed

EIRAL-BALAH. GazaStrip: Israel’s

military on Saturday launched
airstrikes against Hamas militants in
Gaza in the latest test of the ceasefire that
began on Oct. 10. Health officials in Gaza
reported at least 24 people killed and
another 54 wounded. including children.
The Israeli strikes came as international
momentum was building on Gaza. with
the UN Security Council on Monday
approving the US blueprint to secure
and govern the territory. It authorizes
an international stabilization force to
provide security. approves a transitional
authority to be overseen by President
Donald Trump and envisions a possible
future path to an independent Palestinian
state.
Israel has previously carried out similar
waves of strikes after reported attacks on
its forces. At least 33 Palestinians were
killed over a 12-hour period Wednesday
and Thursday. mostly women and
children. health officials said.
One of Saturday’s strikes targeted a
vehicle. killing 11 and wounding over
20 Palestinians in Gaza City’s Rimal
neighborhood. said Rami Mhanna.
managing director of Shifa Hospital.
where the casualties were taken.
The majority of the wounded were
children. director Mohamed Abu
Selmiya said. Associated Press video
showed children and others inspecting
the blackened vehicle. whose top was
blown off.
Another strike targeting a house near
Al-Awda Hospital in central Gaza killed
at least three people and wounded 11
others. according to the hospital. It said
a strike on a house in Nuseirat camp in
central Gaza killed at least seven people
including a child and wounded 16 others.
And a strike targeting a house in Deir Al-

Balah in central Gaza killed three people.
including a woman. according to Al-
Agsa Hospital.

“Suddenly. I heard a powerful explosion.
I looked outside and saw smoke covering
the entire area. I couldn’t see a thing. I
covered my ears and started shouting to
the others in the tent to run.” said Khalil
Abu Hatab in Deir Al-Balah. “When I
looked again. I realized the upper floor of
my neighbor’s house was gone.”

He added: “It’s a fragile ceasefire. This
is not a life we can live. There’s no safe
place.”

Israel’s military in a statement said it
launched attacks against Hamas after an
“armed terrorist” crossed into an Israeli-
held area and shot at troops in southern
Gaza. It said no soldiers were hurt. The
military said the person had used a
road on which humanitarian aid enters
the territory. and called it an “extreme
violation” of the ceasefire.

In separate statements. the military
said soldiers killed five “terrorists” in
the Rafah area. and two others after
firing at four people who crossed into
Israeli-held areas in northern Gaza and
advanced toward soldiers in two separate
incidents.

The war began with the Hamas-led attack
on southern Israel on Oct. 7. 2023. that
killed some 1.200 people and took over
250 hostage. Almost all of the hostages
or their remains have been returned in
ceasefires or other deals.

Gaza’s Health Ministry says 69.733
Palestinians have been Kkilled and
170.863 injured in Israel’s retaliatory
offensive. The toll has gone up during
the ceasefire both from new Israeli
strikes and from the recovery and
identification of bodies of people
killed earlier in the war.
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At least 2 Kids Killed per day
In Gaza since ceasefire: UNICEF

ENEVA: At least

67 children have
been killed in conflict-
related incidents since
the ceasefire began in
Gaza. the United Nations
children’s agency said.
“Dozens more have been
injured. That is an average
of almost two children
killed every day since
the ceasefire took effect.”

UNICEF  spokesperson
Ricardo Pires said in
Geneva.

UNICEF said on

Thursday that a baby girl
was killed in an airstrike
in eastern Khan Younis in
southern Gaza. alongside
her parents.

On Wednesday. seven

children were killed in
airstrikes in Gaza City
and the south. UNICEF
said.

Meanwhile. Medecins
Sans Frontieres said that
its medical teams in Gaza
had treated Palestinian
women and children this
week for injuries from
Israeli airstrikes and
gunfire. almost six weeks
into a fragile Israel-
Hamas ceasefire.

Since Wednesday.
medical staff in northern
and  southern  Gaza
have treated women
and children with open
fractures and gunshot
wounds to their limbs
and heads. according

to Medecins Sans
Frontieres. a  charity
also known as Doctors
Without Borders.

MSEF said that medical
care had been provided
in hospitals and clinics
in Gaza City in the north
and Rafah in the south.

A nine-year-old girl was
treated on Wednesday
at a Gaza City hospital
for an injury to her face
caused by gunfire from an
Israeli drone. MSF said.
citing a nurse in Gaza.
Under the ceasefire deal.
Israel’s military pulled
back to a so-called
“yellow line.” leaving it
in control of 53 percent
of the Gaza Strip. Gaza

City. the enclave’s largest
urban area. is under
Hamas control. Rafah is
under Israeli control.
Both Israel and Hamas
have accused each other
of repeatedly violating
the ceasefire. although it
is still formally holding.
Israel’s  military  has
said that since Oct. 10 it
has killed individuals it
described as “terrorists”
crossing the yellow line.
and carried out strikes it
hassaid were in retaliation
for attacks on its soldiers.
According to the Gaza
Health ~ Ministry. 312
Palestinians have been
killed in Gaza by the Israeli
military since Oct. 11.

AIRO: Almost two

23 children die ol malnutrition within
a month in Sudan’s Kordoian region

450 people. according to the

dozen children died of
malnutrition-related  causes
within a month in central
Sudan where fierce fighting
between the country’s military
and a paramilitary group has
centered. a medical group
said.
The deaths of 23 children
in the Kordofan region
underscores the deteriorating
humanitarian situation in the
northeastern African country
where famine is spreading
after more than 30 months of
devastating war.
Sudan plunged into chaos
in April 2023 when a power
struggle between the military
and the powerful paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces
exploded into open fighting
in the capital. Khartoum. and
elsewhere in the country.
The devastating war has killed
more than 40.000 people.
according to UN figures.
but aid groups say that is
an undercount and the true
number could be many times
higher. It created the world’s
largest humanitarian crisis.
with over 14 million people
forced to flee their homes.
fueled disease outbreaks and
pushed parts of the country
into famine.
About 370.000 people had
been pushed into famine in
Kordofan and the western
region of Darfur as of
September. with another 3.6
million people one step from
famine in the two regions.

international

according to
hunger experts.

Children’s deaths blamed
on severe malnutrition
and supplies shortages

The children’s deaths were
reported between Oct. 20
and Nov. 20 in the besieged
city of Kadugli and the town
of Dilling. said the Sudan
Doctors Network. a body of
professionals that tracks the
conflict.

The group said late Friday that
the deaths were a “result of
severe acute malnutrition and
shortages of essential supplies”
in the two areas. where a
blockade “prevents the entry
of food and medicine and
puts the lives of thousands of
civilians at risk.”

Kadugli. the capital of South
Kordofan province. is where
famine was declared earlier this
month by the Integrated Food
Security Phase Classification.
The RSF has besieged Kadugli
town for months. with tens of

thousands of people trapped
as the group tries to seize more
territory from the Sudanese
military.

Dilling. also in  South
Kordofan. has  reportedly
experienced the same hunger
conditions as Kadugli. but the
IPC didn’t announce famine
there because of a lack of data.
it said.

Fighting for the control of
Kordofan intensified earlier
this year after the military
forced the RSF out of
Khartoum. The paramilitary

group has since then focused its
resources on Kordofan and the
city of el-Fasher. which was the
military’s last stronghold in the
sprawling Darfur region.

The RSF drove the military out
of el-Fasher earlier this month.
and forced tens of thousands
to flee to overcrowded camps
to escape reported atrocities
by the paramilitary force.
according to aid groups and
UN officials.

RSF  fighters ~ rampaged
through the Saudi Hospital
in the city. killing more than

World Health Organization.
The fighters also went house
to house. killing civilians and
committing sexual assaults.
aid workers and displaced
residents say.

Continued disposal of
bodies in el-Fasher

New satellite images appear
to show continued efforts by
RSF to dispose of corpses at
locations in el-Fasher. the
Yale School of Public Health’s
Humanitarian Research Lab
said Friday.

The apparent disposal of
bodies on the Saudi Hospital
facility grounds and around
a compound in Daraja Oula
neighborhood are in locations
where RSF reportedly carried
out mass killings when they
took over the city late last
month. the HRS said.

“The combination of likely
body disposal via immolation.
lack of traditional burial
activities and lack of market
activity ~ raises  significant
concerns about the presence of
civilians and the sustainment
of life for those who remain in
el-Fasher.” the HRL said.

The lab said it’s highly likely
that most civilians who were
in the city before the RSF
attack on Oct. 26 “have been
killed. have died. are detained.
are in hiding. have fled. or
are otherwise unable to move
freely.”
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ON climate deal increases money
[0 countries hit by climate change,
bt o explicit fossil fwel plan

ELEM. Brazil: United Nations climate talks

in Brazil reached a subdued agreement
Saturday that pledged more funding for
countries to adapt to the wrath of extreme
weather. But the catch-all agreement doesn’t
include explicit details to phase out fossil fuels
or strengthen countries’ inadequate emissions

cutting plans. which dozens of nations
demanded.

The Brazilian hosts of the conference said
they’d eventually come up with a road map to
get away from fossil fuels working with hard-
line Colombia. but it won’t have the same force
as something approved at the conference called
COP30. Colombia responded angrily to the
deal after it was approved. citing the absence of
wording on fossil fuels.

The deal. which was approved after negotiators
blew past a Friday deadline. was crafted after
hours of late night and early morning meetings
in COP30 President André Corréa do Lago’s
office. Do Lago said the tough discussions
started in Belem will continue under Brazil’s
leadership until the next annual conference
“even if they are not reflected in this text
we just approved.” UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said the deal shows “that
nations can still come together to confront the
defining challenges no country can solve alone.”
But he added: “I cannot pretend that COP30
has delivered everything that is needed. The
gap between where we are and what science
demands remains dangerously wide.”

Deal gets mix of lukewarm
praise and complaints

Many gave the deal lukewarm praise as the
best that could be achieved in trying times.
while others complained about the package
or the process that led to its approval. “Given
the circumstances of geopolitics today. we’re
actually quite pleased with the bounds of the
package that came out.” said Palau Ambassador
Ilana Seid. who chaired the coalition of small
island nations. “The alternative is that we don’t
get a decision and that would have been a
worse alternative.” “This deal isn’t perfect and
is far from what science requires.” said former
Ireland President Mary Robinson. a fierce
climate advocate for the ex-leaders group The
Elders. “But at a time when multilateralism
is being tested. it is significant that countries
continue to move forward together.”

da el

Gilinea-Bissau’s president Seeks second
[erm in close race marked by tensions

ISSAU. Guinea-Bissau:

Guinea-Bissau will vote
on Sunday in a presidential
election marked by political and
ethnic tensions with President
Umaro Sissoco Embalo seeking
a second term that would make
him the nation’s first leader
elected to successive terms.
The presidential and
parliamentary elections come
at a critical time in West Africa
where democracy has recently
been challenged by disputed
elections that analysts say
could embolden militaries that
have forcefully taken power in
several countries.
Guinea-Bissau is one of the
world’s poorest countries. with
half its population of around
2.2 million people considered
poor. according to the World
Bank. It has emerged as a hub
for drug trafficking between
Latin America and Europe.
and has been dogged by coups
and attempted coups since its
independence from Portugal
more than 50 years ago.
Embalo. a 53-year-old ex-army
general first elected in 2021 and
backed by a political coalition
of more than 20 groups. is
being challenged by 11 other
candidates.
Analysts say Sunday’s vote is a
close race between Embalo and
Fernando Dias da Costa. a little-
known 47-year-old backed
by former Prime Minister
Domingos  Simoes Pereira.
the runner-up in the 2019
presidential election.
Pereira  and  the  main
opposition African Party for the
Independence of Guinea and
Cape Verde. which he leads.
were barred from Sunday’s
election after authorities said
they failed to submit their
application early.
Nearly half the country’s
population are registered to
vote. and a runoff will be held if
no candidate wins more than 50
percent of votes.
It is seen as one of the most
contentious votes in recent
history because of the exclusion
of the main opposition party.
“The democracy we knew
. is no longer the model
we are experiencing; we are
experiencing a model defined by
a single person.” said political

analyst Augusto Nansambe.

Uncertainty clouds
the election

The vote comes at a critical time
for the African country which
has endured multiple coups.
with an attempt reported in
October. Embal6 has also faced
a legitimacy crisis with the
opposition saying his tenure had
long expired and that they do
not recognize him as president.
The Guinea-Bissau leader won
an election in Nov. 2019. and
was sworn in as president in
Feb. 2020. but the opposition
contested the result and
the Supreme Court did not
recognize his victory until Sept.
4. The opposition says Embalo’s
term should have ended on Feb.
27 of this year. but the Supreme
Court ruled it should run until
Sept. 4. The vote. however was
delayed until November.

The legislative election is
also being held in unusual
circumstances. The opposition-
dominated parliament has not
convened since December 2023.
when it was dissolved by Embalo
after an attempted coup. The
main opposition party won the
legislative election in 2023 and
in 2019.

“Aside from questions of who
emerges victorious. the ongoing
electoral story in Guinea-Bissau
will be about how to build and
sustain momentum for a stable
system of government and

institutional guardrails against
the abuse of executive power.”
the Africa Center for Strategic
Studies said in its review.

Embalo pitches
infrastructure while
challenger promises stability

The election campaign was
marked by accusations of hate
speech. murder and corruption
from the different candidates
— a trend that could throw the
country into crisis. according
to Denise dos Santos Indeque.
coordinator of the West Africa
Network for Peacebuilding in
Guinea-Bissau.

Embalo hinged his campaign
on infrastructural development
including roads construction
and the modernization of the
country’s main airport.

Dias. on the other hand.
promised to promote stability.
freedoms and security. He
accused Embalo’s government
of “systematic” human rights
violations. urging people to
“vote for change. for national
unity. for reconciliation. for
peace. and for an end to the
authoritarian regime in Guinea-
Bissau.”

In the capital of Bissau. resident
Marinho Insolde expressed
optimism the election outcome
would improve conditions.

“I hope that these elections will
bring peace and tranquility so
that there is no more hunger.”
said Insolde.

News

US denies pushing Russian
‘wish 1ist’ as Ukraine plan

ASHINGTON: The Trump

administration insisted Saturday that its
Ukraine proposal is indeed official US policy.
denying claims by a group of senators that
Secretary of State Marco Rubio told them the
document under discussion is just a Russian
“wish list.”
The dispute over the 28-point plan — which
cedes Ukrainian territory long sought by
Moscow — threw an extraordinary element
of confusion into efforts to negotiate an end to
the war.
President Donald Trump has pushed the
28-point plan. pressuring the Ukrainians to
accept it within days. Negotiators will meet in
Switzerland on Sunday.
However. after a storm of criticism that the
proposalisalmostentirely favorable to Moscow.
several US senators spoke out. holding a press
conference at the Halifax Security Forum in
Nova Scotia. Canada on Saturday.
The senators — Republican Mike Rounds.
independent Angus King. and Democrat
Jeanne Shaheen — said Rubio told them the
current Ukraine proposal is not the official
US position. but instead lays out a “Russian
wish list.” “What he (Rubio) told us was that
this was not the American proposal. This was
a proposal that was received by someone...
representing Russia in this proposal. It was
given to Mr.Witkoff.” Rounds said. referring
to Trump’s diplomatic envoy Steve Witkoft.

.It is not our recommendation”

“.Itisnot our peace plan

King corroborated those comments. saying
“the leaked 28-point plan — which according
to Secretary Rubio is not the administration’s
position — it is essentially the wish list of the
Russians that is now being presented to the
Europeans and to the Ukrainians.”

State Department spokesman Tommy Pigott
denied the claims. sharing a post on X citing
King’s comments.

“This is blatantly false.” Pigott posted. “As
Secretary Rubio and the entire Administration
has consistently maintained. this plan was
authored by the United States. with input from
both the Russians and Ukrainians.”

Shaheen said she and Rounds spoke to Rubio
on a shared call while the top US diplomat
was en route to Geneva for the latest round of
negotiations with Ukrainian officials.

Rounds said he and his colleagues had asked
for a conversation with Rubio over their
concerns with the plan. In the call. Rubio was
“very frank about it.” he said. “It doesn’t look
like normally something that would come out
of our government. particularly the way it was
written. It looked more like it was written in
Russian to begin with.” Rounds said.

King noted that the plan should not reward
Moscow for its invasion. “Everyone wants this
war to end but we want it to end on a fair and
just peace that respects the integrity and the
sovereignty of Ukraine and does not reward
aggression and also provides adequate security
guarantees.” he said.

(:20 Summit In South Africa adopis declaration despite US boycot, 0lll)0Sili0R

JOHANNESBURG/
WASHINGTON: Group of 20
leaders adopted a declaration
addressing the climate crisis
and other global challenges on
Saturday over US objections.
prompting the White House
to accuse South Africa of
weaponizing its leadership of
the group this year.

The declaration. which was
drafted without input from
the United States. “can’t
be  renegotiated.”  South
African  President  Cyril
Ramaphosa’s  spokesperson
told  reporters. reflecting

initially saying he would pass
the gavel to ‘an empty chair.
“This. coupled with South
Africa’s push to issue a G20
Leaders Declaration. despite
consistent and robust US
objections. underscores the

r¢c

a summit declaration.
But at the
Argentina. whose
President Javier Milei is a
close ally of Trump. quit the
negotiations right before the
envoys were about to adopt he
the draft text. South African

about
last minute
far-right

how the
referred to geopolitical issues.
“Specifically it addresses the
longstanding  Middle
conflict in a manner that fails
to capture its full complexity.”
said. The
mentions the conflict once.

document

East
tradition  to
consensus
document

declaration on Friday without
US involvement. four sources
familiar with the matter said.

“It is a longstanding G20
issue
deliverables. and
it is shameful that the South

countries.

The mention of climate
change was a snub to Trump.
who doubts the scientific
consensus that global warming
is caused by human activities.
US officials had indicated they
would oppose any reference to
it in the declaration.

In opening remarks to the
summit. Ramaphosa said: “We
should not allow anything to
diminish the value. the stature
and the impact of the first
African G20 presidency.”

His bold tone was a striking
contrast to his subdued decorum

only

strains between Pretoria and
US President Donald Trump’s
administration. which
boycotted the event.

“We had the entire year of
working toward this adoption
and the past week has been
quite intense.” spokesperson
Vincent Magwenya said.
Hours later. the White House
said Ramaphosa was “refusing

to facilitate a smooth transition
of the G20 presidency” after

fact that they have weaponized
their G20 presidency to
undermine the G20’s founding
principles.” said White House
spokeswoman Anna Kelly.
Trump looks forward to
“restoring legitimacy” to the
group next year. when the US
holds the rotating presidency.
Ramaphosa. host of this
weekend’s gathering of Group
of 20 leaders in Johannesburg.
had earlier said there was
“overwhelming consensus” for

officials said.

“Argentina. although it cannot
endorse the declaration
remains fully committed to
the spirit of cooperation that
has defined the G20 since
its conception.” its foreign
minister Pablo Quirno said at
the summit. Ramaphosa noted
this. but went ahead with it
anyway.

In explanation. Quirno said
Argentina was  concerned

saying members agree to work
for a just. comprehensive.
and lasting peace in ..
the Occupied Palestinian
Territory.”

Declaration mentions

climate change

Envoys from the G20 —
which brings together the
world’s major economies
— drew up a draft leaders’

African government is now
trying to depart from this
standard practice.” a senior
Trump administration official
said on Friday. The declaration
used the kind of language
long disliked by the US
administration: stressing the
seriousness of climate change
and the need to better adapt to
it. praising ambitious targets
to boost renewable energy and
noting the punishing levels of
debt service suffered by poor

during his visit to the White
House in May. in which he
endured Trump repeating a false
claim that there was a genocide
of white farmers in South Africa.
brushing aside Ramaphosa’s
efforts to correct his facts.
Trump said US officials would
not attend the summit because of
allegations. widely discredited.
that the host country’s Black
majority government persecutes
its white minority.
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