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News

. Bissau to choose president, aiming

[0 furn page on troubled past
BISSAU

Guinea-Bissau will elect its next president
on Sunday: seeking to turn the page on a
tumultuous history of coups and unrest with a
vote that nonetheless lacks the country’s main
opposition.
Some 860000 voters will choose between 12
candidates: including incumbent President
Umaro Sissoco Embalo: who is favorite to land
a second five-year term.
Voters in the west African nation will also
elect 102 members of parliament: which has
remained dissolved by Embalo since December
2023.
Guinea-Bissau is one of the poorest
countries in the world. with more than 40
percent of its population living in extreme
poverty.
Its recent history is marked by political
crises including four coups: a string
of attempted coups:c and government
collapses.
“Our parents fought to liberate this country:
but the heirs have destroyed everything for
personal gain,” Djibril Sanha: a 30-year-old
teacher: told AFP in Bissau.
“We don’t want to hear about violence or coups
anymore. Enough is enough.”
The vote marks the first time in Guinea- Bissau’s
history that the PAIGC party: which led the
former Portuguese colony to independence in
1974, will be absent from the ballot.
PAIGC and its candidate Domingos Simoes
Pereira. who also leads the Pai Terra Ranka
coalition of parties. were all three disqualified
by the Supreme Court.

- Post-election worries -

While stability is the main issue; many of
Guinea-Bissau’s 2.2 million citizens also want
the next president to deliver better health care:
education and infrastructure.

They are also demanding jobs and reforms to
address poverty: corruption: drug trafficking
and other problems.

Lucia Bird: an expert at the Global Initiative
against Transnational Organized Crime:
doubts the legislative and presidential elections
will bring greater stability given the country’s
recent history.

As was the case in the 2019 presidential
election. she fears there will be allegations of
irregularities after the vote.

“In Guinea-Bissaw. problems usually arise
after elections.” said Bird: who directs the
organization’s Observatory of Illicit Economies
in West Africa.

Embalo’s main challengers are former president
Jose Mario Vaz and opposition candidate
Fernando Diasi who poses the biggest threat
after receiving support from both PAIGC and
Pereira.
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France expansion ol 1ab
monkey center sparks division

ROUSSET

Monkey calls ring out from a
compound tucked away from the
iconic vineyards and rolling hills of
southern France. where one of the
country’s key primatology centers
is facing pushback over expansion
plans.

The site run by the National Center
for Scientific Research (CNRS) in
Rousset in the Provence region has
for decades been raising hundreds
of primates destined for laboratories
to use in scientific experiments.

But a plan to triple the number of
primates at the site to 1,800 by 2029
has been met with criticism from
rights groups.

The CNRS: with the backing of
the French government: says the
move will cut costs compared to
importing lab animals and allow for
better oversight of conditions.
France and Europe have been
looking for alternatives to source
primates for experiments after
imports from China and Africa
halted due to the Covid-19
pandemic and prices skyrocketed to
sometimes 15,000 to 20,000 euros
($17.000 to $23,000) per animal — a
prohibitive cost for public research.
It’s a matter of “France’s research
sovereignty,” the CNRS said in
April. But the France-based animal
rights group One Voice says the
project goes “against the course
of history.” The European Union
has agreed to gradually phase out
animal testing but has set no specific
targets and has banned cosmetic
testing since 2013.

In response to criticismi the center
has held public meetings and this
month opened its doors to AFP on
the seven-hectare site.

Nestled in a pine forest behind
barbed wire: tight security and
discreet signage. enclosures of
varying sizes house 300 olive
baboons: 60 Guinea baboons:
130 rhesus macaques and 120
marmosets; all born in captivity.

- Academic research -

In one of the outdoor enclosures:

monkeys climb and groom each
other among piles of boulders and
tree trunks.

Nearby: a 20-year-old monkey
called Babar mingles with his mates
Bibi and Faustine: currently fitted
with contraceptive implants. while
Vanille; 11 months old: climbs on a
wooden swing.

The site — to be redubbed the
National Primate Center (CNP) —
has a budget of 31 million euros in
public funds to triple its capacity.
Claire Duliere; head of the
campaign against animal testing
at One Voice: says the project was
aiming for “profitability because it
will be necessary to justify this use
of public funds.”

But according to Ivan Balansard:
head of the ethics and animal
research models department at
CNRS: the plan is “anything but
profit-driven: it is the public
funding the public.”

Keeping the operation in France
allows for better monitoring of
the animals’ living conditions and
ensuring their well-beingi CNRS
says.

1%

Each animal is due to have an
average living space of 1.49 square
meters (16 square feet). which
exceeds EU requirements.
Established in 1978 the center is
one of three main public facilities
in France that breed monkeys for
experimental purposes.

Balansard said: “Our monkeys
are used only in academic
research and not in clinical
researchi” including at the
National Institute of Health and
Medical Research (Inserm) and
the Pasteur Institute. with only a
few private sector collaborations.
Some 3,500 monkeys were used
for scientific purposes in France
in 2023, including in neuroscience
and immunology: according to the
government. Most of them were
eventually euthanized to spare them
from excessive suffering.

It was not immediately clear how
many came from Rousset.

But the center said it aimed in the
future to provide 30 percent of
primates used in research in France.
The United States uses 60,000
monkeys for testing annually. while

-

China had 240,000 in 2021 with 57
breeding centers. according to the
CNRS.

- Developing alternatives -

A 2023 Ipsos survey commissioned
byOne Voicefoundthat 74 percentof
French people expressed opposition
to animal experimentation.
Technological developments
and artificial intelligence have
contributed to a 3.8-percent
reduction in the scientific use of
animals in France between 2022
and 2023 bringing the annual
total to around two million: the
vast majority mice. according to
authorities.

But “these substitution models
cannot encapsulate the complexity
of a living organism” for certain
research: such as in oncology: the
national academies of medicine
sciences: pharmacy: and veterinary
sciences warned in 2021.

Monkeys have been wused in
the testing of key vaccines and
treatments for diseases including
polio. Ebolac HIV and Parkinson’s.

UNDISCLOSED

Ukrainian soldiers frowned as they
pored over asmall device plugged into
a computer — a drone interceptor
captured from the Russian side.

The green device with a dome-shaped
nose and 30-centimeter wingspan
epitomises the technological arms
race playing out between Kyiv and
Moscow as their troops battle on the
sprawling front line.

Deployed in their hundreds by

Your're late: Ukrainian Soldiers Say NATO lags In (echnological arms race

artificial intelligence and tools to
extend the range.

The dominance of technology has
also changed the profile of a typical
soldier.
resembles a tech manufacturing
startup —
lines of code and the smell of melted
plastic from the 3D printers.

- Video games -

Konstantin’s drone lab

screens covered with

both sides every day. drones have
become the chief technology of the
war¢ scouting out enemy positions
and packed with explosives to crash
down into soldiers. vehicles and
equipment.

They have transformed the front line
into a 15-kilometer (9-mile) deep
kill-zone and overhauled the very
strategy of modern warfare.

Ukraine first deployed drone
interceptors in spring 2024 having
judged them effective against the
thousands of Russian Geran-2 attack
drones that bombard Ukrainian cities
and infrastructure every month.

The specimen showed that Moscow
has now caught up.

“They copied our model:” said
Konstantin, the 27-year-old deputy
commander of an anti-aircraft unit in
Ukraine’s 3rd Army Corps.

But Russia printed theirs from a
single block of material: meaning it is
“faster and cheaper to produce.”

The 3D-printed interceptors. which
race toward larger drones to take

them out mid-airc have been a
turning point in both the technology
and economics of air defense.

US Patriot missilesc which Ukraine
has and wants more ofi cost about $3
million a shot.

Konstantin held up a Ukrainian
drone interceptor that he said cost
just $2.000 to make.

Such a price is more viable when
facing hundreds of targets a day:
and Ukraine’s defense ministry has

ordered their mass production.
- ‘Chess’ -

But such is the pace of change that
there are concerns about whether
Ukraine’s models are up to date.
Russian attack drones have recently
shown signs of being able to evade
interceptors by using Al-driven
sensors. “We need to adapt every
month, sometimes even faster.”
Konstantin told AFP.

Earlier this year his unit was the first

to shoot down a Russian attack drone
using a small explosive drone that is
usually used on ground targets.

“We thought. okay why not let’s try?“
“It’s like a chess game. You always
need to think ahead:” he added.

In a recent analysisi the US-based
Center for Strategic and International
Studies noted that “The last three
years of warfare have dramatically
accelerated technology innovation.”
Both sides are now locked in a “highly
iterative game of cat and mouse.”
seeking a brief upper hand by using

The young men working there: some
with long hair. are engineers: pilots
and computer scientists. The younger
the soldier: or the more video games
they have played: the better drone
pilot they tend to make: Konstantin
said. “They: like/ play a lot of games
with a controller: so theyre used to:
you know: different controls.”

- ‘Late’-

Soldiers say Ukraine’s front line has
become a laboratory for military
innovation: and Kyiv pitches itself
as being at the forefront of low-cost:
cutting-edge technology. Now it
hopes to leverage that expertise with
its European partners after years of
reliance on whatever weapons its
Western backers agreed to send. And
experts say drone warfare appears
to have outdated some of NATO’s
strengths. such as in heavy equipment
and centralized logistics.
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Kingdom would invest up to $1 trillion in the US economy

@ The crown prince praised deiense cooperation and US leadership In Al technology, while

Trump confiirmed his intention to sell Saudi Arabia F-35 jets

WASHINGTON

Saudi Arabia is increasing its
commitment to invest $600
billion in the US economy to
up to $1 trillion. Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman told
US President Donald Trump at
the White House on Tuesday.
The crown prince said Saudi
collaboration with the US was
creating real opportunities in
artificial intelligence and that
the relationship between the
two countries is essential. He
also acknowledged joint work
in the fight against terrorism.
“We can announce that we
are going to increase that $600
billion to almost $1 trillion for
investment.” the crown prince
said during a press briefing in
the Oval Office.

President Trump asked him
to confirm the figure. to which
the crown prince replied:
“Definitely.”

Earlier in the day. the Saudi
crown prince and prime
minister touched down in
Washington DC to a lavish
welcome. marking his first
official visit to the US since 2018
and the first formal encounter
between him and President
Trump since the latter’s visit to
the Kingdom in May.

The atmosphere around the
White House was one of grand
spectacle. signaling the deep
personal and strategic ties the
two men have fostered.

The crown prince’s visit is
being seen as reaffirmation
of an enduring partnership.
which is being buttressed by a
raft of deals in defense. nuclear
energy and high-technology.

During the press briefing.
President Trump lavished
praise on Crown Prince
Mohammed bin  Salman.

calling him “a good friend for
a long time” and saying that it
was “an honor” to have him at
the White House. He described
Saudi Arabia as astrongallyand

@portant partner as he paid his

respects to King Salman.

Tuesday’s events included a
fly-by. a gun salute. and a gala
dinner organized by First Lady
Melania Trump to honor the
Saudi crown prince. attended
by Portuguese football legend
Cristiano Ronaldo. who plays
for Saudi side Al-Nassr.

Speaking on the nature of the
visit. Trump told reporters
aboard Air Force One on

Friday: “We’re more than
meeting ... We’re honoring
Saudi Arabia. the crown
prince.”

At the heart of the bilateral
discussions lies a mutual
drive to strengthen the Saudi

military’s  capabilities and
its strategy of economic
diversification.

The most significant defense
deal on the table is sale of
advanced F-35 stealth fighter
jets. which in the Middle East
are currently only owned by
Israel.

Despite objections reportedly
voiced by Israeli officials.
President Trump has made
it clear he intends to proceed
with the sale. “As far as I'm
concerned. I think they are both
at a level where they should get
top of the line F-35s.” President
Trump said in his remarks on
Tuesday.

The push to sell this highly
coveted jet to Saudi Arabia
therefore represents a strategic
shift in US arms export policy
to the region.

Alongside the F-35s. deals
on advanced air and missile
defense systems are also
expected to enhance the
Kingdom’s security capabilities.
Another key announcement
is a deal on a framework for
civilian nuclear cooperation.
During  Tuesday’s  press
briefing. Trump indicated he
would sign a deal with the
Saudi crown prince on such a
framework.

US media reports have said

Israel and Bahrain. Morocco.
and the UAE through an effort
dubbed the Abraham Accords.
Speaking in the Oval Office.
the crown prince said the
Kingdom wanted to normalize
relations with Israel through
the Abraham Accords. but
first needed a “clear path” to
Palestinian statehood to resolve
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.
“We want to be part of the
Abraham Accords. But we
want also to be sure that we
secure a clear path of two-state
solution.” he said.

“We’re going to work on that.
to be sure that we can prepare
the right situation as soon as
possible.” he added.

Saudi Arabia is the home of
two of Islam’s holy sanctuaries.
Makkah and Madinah. making
it central to the Islamic world
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President Trump is considering
giving assurances to Saudi
Arabia that define the scope
of US military protection.
especially following the Sept. 9.
Israeli strikes on Qatar. which
since 2022 has enjoyed the
status of a “major non-NATO
ally.”

A presidential  assurance.
although not the equivalent
of a comprehensive defense
agreement ratified by Congress.
would underscore the personal
commitment of the current
administration.

A key topic on the agenda is
the question of normalization

of
Saudi
relations
with Israel
— amove
the US sees
as essential
to a wider
Middle East
peace deal
following the
war in Gaza.
In his first
term. Trump
helped forge
commercial
a n d
diplomatic
t i e s
between

Trump: ‘Honox’ to host ‘good Iriend’
saudi crown prince at the White House

@ During his White House visit, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman confirmed the

and deeply invested in regional
stability and Palestinian issues.
The Saudi government has
maintained that a clear path
toward Palestinian statehood
must first be established before
normalizing relations with
Israel can be considered.
Asked by Arab News’ Editor-
in-Chief Faisal J. Abbas
where he believes the bilateral
relationship is headingand how
it fits into the bigger picture of
the Kingdom’s strategic vision.
the crown prince said the next
chapter would bring huge
opportunities.

“Idon’t think it is a relationship
that we can replace. from the
Saudi side or the American
side” the crown prince
responded.

“It is a critical relationship for
our political tent. our economic
tent. for our security. our
military. for many things. and
being there for nine decades.
“And the opportunities that
we have today — it’s huge
— and we’re seeing if
that’s going to get deeper
in the next few decades.
And what we are having
today and tomorrow
with President Trump. ,
its really a huge iy
new chapter in this
relationship that will
addvaluetoboth ofus.”
The crown prince’s visit
is heavily focused
on economics
and  the
ongoing
efforts
t o

reshape the Saudi economy.

Saudi Arabia launched Vision
2030 almost a decade ago to
diversify its economy away
from oil by investing in sectors
like culture. sports. technology
and tourism. A substantial
component of the economic
dialogue between Saudi Arabia
and the US centers on cutting-

edge technology.

This economic push will
be spotlighted at a major
investment summit at
the Kennedy Center on
Wednesday.

The event is slated to include
the heads of major Saudi
and American corporations.
including Salesforce.
Qualccmm. Pfizer. the
Cleveland Clinic. Chevron
and Aramco. Saudi Arabia’s
national energy company.
This forum is expected
to be the venue for the
announcement of
even more
deals.

Texas governor declares Muslim civil
[ights group a terrorist organization

Republican Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott on Tuesday declared one
of the largest Muslim civil rights
and advocacy groups in the US a
“foreign terrorist organization”
under a proclamation that he said
allows the state to try shutting
them down.

He also designated the Council on
American- Islamic
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student escapes as authorities search
for 24 other girls abducted in Nigeria

transnational criminal
organization” and said it would
not be allowed to buy land in

the state. The proclamation
also included the Muslim
Brotherhood.

Neither the CAIR nor the Muslim
Brotherhood are designated as
foreign terrorist organizations by
the US government.

CAIR told Abbott in a letter
that his announcement had no
basis “in law or fact.” The group
accused his office of stoking
“anti-Muslim hysteria.”

“You do not have the authority
to unilaterally declare any
Americans or  American
institutions terrorist groups:

nor is there any
.-'r basis to level this
smear against our

organization.” wrote
Robert S. McCaw:
CAIR’s government
affairs director.

MAGA

A schoolgirl who was
abducted with 24 others from
a dormitory in northwestern
Nigeria has escaped and is
safe. the school’s principal
told The Associated Press on
Tuesday: as hunters joined
security forces in the search
for the missing students in
forests close to the school.
The girls were kidnapped
before dawn on Monday:
when gunmen attacked the
dormatthe Government Girls
Comprehensive  Secondary
School in Kebbi state’s Maga
town. Local police said the
gunmen scaled the fence to
enter the school premises
and exchanged gunfire with
police officers before seizing
the girls and killing a staff
member.
No group has claimed
responsibility for taking the
girls: but analysts and locals

say gangs of bandits often

target  schools. travelers
and remote villagers in
kidnappings for ransoms.
Authorities say the bandits
are mostly former herders
who have taken up arms
against farming communities
after clashes between them
over strained resources.

Mass school kidnappings
are especially common in
northern Nigeriai and the
Kebbi school is close to

where several

gangs

out.

according to the

conflict hot spots including
Zamfara and Sokoto states
are
known to operate and hide

The student who escaped
arrived home late Monday:
hours after the kidnapping:
school
principal Musa Rabi Magaji.
Another student was able
to escape the gunmen in
the minutes after the raid
and was not abducted: the

principal told AP.

They are safe and”
.sound:” Magaji said

A video verified by AP shows
the two schoolgirls. whoappear
to be in their early teens: lost
in thought and surrounded by
family and other villagers with
hijabs covering their heads.
High schoolers in Nigeria are
usually aged between 12 and
17.

Intensified rescue efforts

Security forces and hunters:
meanwhile. have intensified
efforts to find and rescue
the others: local officials
said. Security teams swept
nearby forests where gangs
often hide while others were
deployed along major roads
leading to the school.
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