Chinese ship jams Looking back at
communications as Filipino more than 80 years
forces deliver supplies to of Saudi-US economic
Philippines-occupied shoal cooperation
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Tennessee state Japan warns
judge blocks National citizens in China
Guard deployment to over safety amid
Memphis Taiwan row
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News

Chinese Ship Jams communications

as Fllipino forces deliver supplies (o
Philippines-occupied shoal

@ Fresh batch oi navy personnel to the Second Thomas Shoal was successiully ‘conducted without any

untoward incident’ on Friday

@ The Philippine military deliberately grounded the Sierra Madre in the turquoise shallows of the Second

Thomas Shoal in 1999

ANILA: Philippine
forces transported food.
fuel and new personnel

to a territorial outpost in a long-
disputed shoal i n the South China
Sea. where Chinese government
ships jammed communications
during the hourslong supply
mission as part of Beijing’s security
practice in the far-flung atoll. two
top officials in the Philippines said
Tuesday.

The transport by the Armed Forces
of the Philippines of supplies and
a fresh batch of navy personnel
to the Second Thomas Shoal was
successfully “conducted without
any untoward incident” Friday
despite the presence of Chinese
Coast Guard and other ships which
have been guarding the periphery
of the Philippines-occupied shoal
for years. the officials told The
Associated Press.

They did not elaborate and spoke on
condition of anonymity because of
the issue’s sensitivity.

Chinese officialsdid notimmediately
issue a statement. They have
previously claimed the fishing atoll

has  caused

faceoffs

and virtually the entire South China
Sea and have repeatedly demanded
the Philippines pull away a grounded
warship. the BRP Sierra Madre. from
the Second Thomas Shoal.

One of the officials said the
Chinese Coast Guard jammed
communications in and around
the shoal while Philippine forces
were delivering supplies to the
Sierra Madre apparently to prevent
possible drone surveillance by the
United States and other foreign
forces which have committed to help
preserve the rule of law in the South
China Sea. a key global trade route.
The Philippine military has carried

out 12 such deliveries of supplies
and new personnel without incident
to the long-grounded Sierra Madre
since last year. Confrontations have
been averted after China and the
Philippines signed a temporary
nonaggression arrangement in July
2024 to prevent new confrontations
in the fishing atoll. which both Asian
countries have long claimed.

In August. however. China deployed
more coast guard and suspected
militia ships to the closely guarded
shoal. including some with more
powerful machine guns. backed
by a helicopter and an unmanned
surveillance drone.

At the time. a Chinese Coast Guard

ship was spotted firing its powerful
water cannon in an apparent drill or
intimidating gesture and a Chinese
boat came as close as 50 meters to
the Sierra Madre. The Chinese vessel
was blocked by two boatloads of
Filipino forces from coming closer
to the Filipino ship outpost. the
Philippine military said.

The Philippine military deliberately
grounded the Sierra Madre in the
turquoise shallows of the Second
Thomas Shoal in 1999 to serve as a
territorial outpost. China. which also
claims the shoal. later surrounded
the atoll with its ships.

The yearslong territorial standoff

frequent
between Philippine military supply
boats and Chinese forces in the
past until Filipino and Chinese
diplomats forged the nonaggression
arrangement last year covering the
shoal. a landmark deal between two
claimant Asian states.

Vietnam. Malaysia. Brunei and
Taiwan also have overlapping
territorial claims in the sea passage.
The US lays no claims to the waters
but has repeatedly warned it is
obligated to defend the Philippines.
its oldest treaty ally in Asia. if Filipino
forces. aircraft and ships come under
an armed attack. including in the
South China Sea.

Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. rejects his Sister’s
accusation he uses cocaine

ANILA:  Philippine President
MFerdinand Marcos Jr.’s estranged

sister. a senator. publicly accused
him Monday of being a longtime drug addict
whose alleged cocaine dependence has led
to problems in his governance. including
corruption. allegations that his spokesperson
said was a recycled issue that has long been
disproven.
Communications ~ Undersecretary ~ Claire
Castro said Sen. Imee Marcos’ baseless
accusations against her own brother may have
been a desperate attempt to distract ongoing
investigations into a corruption scandal
involving flood control projects that may
implicate her allies in the Senate.
“Sen. Imee. I hope you'll be a patriot and help
in the investigation that your own brother has
been doing and condemn all the corrupt.”
Castro said. “Don’t side with them. don’t hide
them. Let President Marcos work to stop all the
corruption.”
An independent fact-finding commission
created by Marcos. a Senate committee and
government agencies have been investigating
allegations that influential members of
Congress and the Senate have pocketed huge
kickbacks from construction companies.
which had won lucrative contracts to build
flood-control projects. which turned out to
be substandard. incomplete or nonexistent.
The scandal has sparked outrage in an Asian
country long prone to deadly flooding and
typhoons.

Tennessee State judge blocks National
Guard deployment to Memphis

Ew YORK: A
Tennesseestate court
judge  temporarily

blocked on Monday
Republican Governor Bill
Lee’s deployment of National
Guard troops to the city of
Memphis. ruling that the use
of troops was likely not legal
under the state’s militia law.
Chancellor Patricia Head
Moskal of the Davidson
County Chancery Court in
Nashville said the militia
law required Tennessee’s
General Assembly to call
in the National Guard for
public safety.

She ruled that crime rates in
Memphis were not a “grave
emergency” or “disaster”
that would authorize Lee
to send troops in his role as
commander-in-chief of the
state’s military forces.

Her order blocks the governor
from  “continuing the
activation and deployment
of Tennessee National Guard
personnel” pending further
court proceedings. But it will

not take effect for five days. to
give Lee time to appeal.
National Guard troops began
patrolling Memphis as part of
a federal task force to combat
crime after  Republican
President Donald Trump
requested the deployment in
September.

State lawmakers and Shelby
County mayor Lee Harris
sued the governor to block

the deployment. saying the
use of the troops for law

enforcement violates the
Tennessee constitution and
state laws.

“This is a positive step toward
ensuring the rule of law
applies to everyone. including
everyday Tennesseans and
even the governor.” Harris
said in a Facebook post on
Monday.
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Heavy rain triggers landslides
and iloods in central
Vietnam, Killing seven

ANOI: Heavy rain swept central
HVietnam on Monday. triggering

landslides and floods. killing at
least seven. injuring dozens and stranding
thousands.
The deluges have wreaked widespread
destruction across a region already battered
weeks ago by floods from record rainfall and
the powerful typhoon Kalmaegi.
Rainfall through Wednesday is expected to
reach 30-60 centimeters (12-24 inches) in
parts of central Vietnam. with some areas likely
to exceed 85 centimeters (33 inches).

Landslide causes bus crash

The hard-hit province of Khanh Hoa. a coastal
region with hilly inland terrain. recorded
one of its heaviest rainfall in years on Sunday
night when earth and rocks collapsed on a bus
traveling through the Khanh Le pass in the
central highlands. state media reported.

The landslide crushed the front of the bus at
around 9.30 p.m. local time. killing six people
and trapping many passengers. Rescuers
struggled for hours to reach the scene as heavy
rain had also caused landslides on both sides
of the pass. cutting off access. Rescue teams
were only able to reach the bus after midnight.
according to state media.

“Rocks and soil fell down with a loud bang. I
was thrown on the roof of the bus before falling
down.” Nguyen Long Cuong. the 39-year-old
bus conductor. told state media VN Express.
The bus was carrying 32 people from Vietnam’s
financial capital. Ho Chi Minh City and was
traveling from Da Lat in Vietnam’s central
highlands to the coastal city of Nha Trang. The
injured were taken to a nearby hospital. State
media said two of the dead bodies were still
trapped under the debris as the treacherous
terrain hindered the work.

The winding. 33-kilometer (20-mile) stretch
carved into steep mountainsides is scenic and
popular with tourists but prone to landslides
in the rainy season. The rains have triggered
multiple landslides on major routesin Vietnam’s
Central Highlands and traffic on several hilly
passes has been suspended. state media said.
Also in Khanh Hoa. waterlogged soil collapsed
on 10 workers at the Khanh Son pass on Sunday
night. killing one and injuring another. while
another remained missing. state media said. The
seven others were able to flee to safety.

People stranded as floods hit

Flooding also hit the port city Cam Ranh and
the coastal district of Cam Lam Sunday night.
submerging more than 100 meters (328 ft) of
railway lines under water and debris. Over 800
passengers on four trains were still stranded on
Monday evening. Flood waters inundated the
Du Long Industrial Park on Monday. which
houses several factories. including German and
South Korean companies. Rains submerged
factories by 1 meter (3.2 feety of water and
forced the power cuts. forcing thousands of
workers to halt operations.

Torrential rain also flooded a national highway
in the province of Dak Lak. prompting police
to block the road and redirect traffic.

In the city of Hue. floods triggered landslides
on Sunday in mountainous areas. blocking
a major highway that runs from northern
to southern Vietnam and cutting off several
villages. isolating thousands. while in Quang
Ngai province. rainfall of 150 to 235 mm (5.9-
9.3inches) collapsed a bridge over a stream.
stranding 1.200 residents in remote hamlets.
On Sunday night. a tornado tore through the
southern areas of Danang city and Quang Ngai
province. ripping roofs from dozens of houses.
uprooting trees and scattering debris.

Vietnam is among the world’s most flood-
prone countries. with nearly half its population
living in high-risk areas. Scientists warn that a
warming climate is intensifying storms and
rainfall across Southeast Asia. making floods
and landslides increasingly destructive and
frequent.
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Japan warns citizens
In China over saiety
amid Taiwan row

@ China, which claims Taiwan as part oi its
territory and has not ruled out using iorce to
take the island nation

@ Asia’s (wo top economies are closely
entwined, with China the biggest source oi
tourists coming to Japan

OKYO: Japan has
warned its citizens in
China to be careful of

their surroundings and to avoid
big crowds amid a diplomatic
row over Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi’s comments on Taiwan.
The escalating spat has already
seen Beijing advise Chinese
citizens to avoid traveling to
Japan and hit Tokyo stocks.

The screenings of at least two
Japanese movies will also be
postponed in China. state media
reported.

“Pay  attention to  your
surroundings and avoid as much
as possible squares where large
crowds gather. or places that are
likely to be identified as being
used by many Japanese people.”
the Japanese embassy in China
said in a statement on its website

dated Monday.
Minoru Kihara. Japan’s top
government spokesman. said

Tuesday that such advice was
issued “based ona comprehensive
assessment of the political
situation. including the security
situation in the relevant country
or region. as well as the social
conditions.”

The diplomatic feud between
China and Japan was ignited by
Takaichi’s suggestion that Tokyo
could intervene militarily in any
attack on Taiwan.

China. which claims Taiwan as
part of its territory and has not
ruled out using force to take
the democratic island. reacted
furiously to Takaichi’s comments.
It called for her to retract the
remarks and summoned the
Japanese ambassador on Friday.

Inaposton X on November 8. the
Chinese consul general in Osaka.
Xue Jian. threatened to “cut
off that dirty neck.” apparently
referring to Takaichi. who took
office in October.

Tokyo said it had summoned
the Chinese ambassador over
the now-deleted social media
post.

Masaaki Kanai. the top official
in the foreign ministry for Asia-
Pacific affairs arrived in China
Monday seeking to defuse the
row. and was at the Chinese
foreign ministry Tuesday.

He had been expected to hold
talks with his Chinese counterpart
Liu Jinsong. reports said.

Movies delayed.
flights canceled

The Japanese embassy warning
also advised citizens to “respect
local customs and be careful
about your words and attitudes
when interacting with local
people.”

“If you see a person or group
that you feel suspicious of. stay
away from it and leave the place
immediately.” it said.

It came as China Film News.
which is supervised by the
state-backed China Film
Administration. said the release
of imported Japanese movies
“Crayon Shin-chan the Movie:
Super Hot: The Spicy Kasukabe
Dancers” and “Cells at Work:”
would be postponed.

The two animated movies were
originally expected to be released
on December 6 and November 22
respectively. according to review
site Douban.

“Japan’s provocative comments
will inevitably affect Chinese
audiences’ perception of Japanese
movies.” China Film News said
in an article posted on WeChat
Monday.

Tokyo stocks fell more than three
percent Tuesday as the diplomatic
spat weighed on sentiment.
Japanese tourism and retail
shares dived on Monday after
China warned its citizens to avoid
Japan. a tourist hotspot.

Li Hanming. an aviation analyst.
said Tuesday that around 500.000
tickets from China to Japan had
been canceled since November
15. Asia’s two top economies are
closely entwined. with China the
biggest source of tourists — almost
7.5 million visitors in the first
nine months of 2025 - coming to
Japan.

Before taking power last month.
Takaichi was a vocal critic of
China and its military build-up
in the Asia-Pacific.

If a Taiwan emergency entails
“battleships and the use of force.
then that could constitute a
situation threatening the survival
(of Japan).” Takaichi. 64. told
parliament on November 7.
Under Japan’s self-imposed
rules. an existential threat is one
of the few cases where it can act
militarily.

-

News

LooKing back at more
than 80 years ol Saudi-US
economic cooperation

innovation and next-generation economic cooperation

like Al cloud services, biotech and advanced manuiacturing

IYADH Business
and investment ties
between Saudi Arabia

and the US are in a “position
of strength.” a US Chamber
of Commerce official told
Arab News ahead of Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman’s visit to the country.
Steve Lutes. vice president
for Middle East affairs at the
organization. described the
state of bilateral relations
between Riyadh and
Washington as “durable
and resilient.” adding that
such visits are “important
milestones. they’re
momentous.”

The timing of the crown
prince’s visit is noteworthy.
It comes as Saudi Arabia’s
Vision 2030 reform program
nears its 10-year mark. and
as American companies
recalibrate  their  global
strategies to tap into rapidly
growing markets.
Washington has consistently
rankedamongtheKingdom’s
top trading partners. with
total trade in goods and
services  surpassing  $35
billion in 2023. according to
official US data.

Energy remains a major
pillar. but a new generation
of partnerships has emerged
in areas such as cloud
computing.  biotechnology
and renewable infrastructure
— reflecting the profound
shift underway in the
Kingdom’s economic model.
US companies have played
a vital role as economic.
commercial and investment
partners to the Kingdom’s
diversification journey
under Vision 2030. Lutes
said. adding that the visit
comes as an opportunity to
gain momentum.

“I's really important that
everyone understand that
in the current day we have
very strong commercial
and economic ties.” he said.
“They’re deep and they’re
growing with our strategic
partner. the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.”

Lutes said US businesses
are eager to use the visit
to deepen ties in emerging
sectors where Saudi Arabia is
advancing rapidly. especially

digital transformation.
advanced  manufacturing.
data  infrastructure and

artificial intelligence.
Beyond the traditional oil
and defense nexus that
has long defined US-Saudi
commerce. a wave of new
agreements is reshaping the
economic map.

American firms such as
Google Cloud. Oracle and
Amazon Web Services have
established operations in
the Kingdom. supporting its
push to become a regional
hub for digital services.
Meanwhile. Lucid Motors.
the California-based electric
vehicle manufacturer in
which the Saudi Public
Investment Fund holds a
majority stake. is ramping
up local production at its

$3.4 billion plant in King
Abdullah  Economic City.
one of the flagship industrial
projects under Vision 2030.
Regarding  the  scope
of  collaboration. Lutes
highlighted the importance
of Al being at the forefront
of emerging deals and
partnerships.

“So. for this visit. I think
we're very keen to see
— whether it’s in Al
or in other innovative
technologies — that we see
more  partnerships. new
investments.” he said.

He added that AI and
technology  fall  under
“knowledge-based sectors”
that the US and Saudi
governments continuously
work together on. including
the space sector.

This  emphasis  reflects
growing momentum behind
Saudi investment in digital
infrastructure.

The Kingdom has pledged
more than $6 billion toward
ATl and tech-related projects.
including the  creation
of sovereign computing
capacity and partnerships
with American developers
focused on natural language
modeling and cloud-based

analytics.

For Washington.  this
growing ecosystem
represents a vital entry

point for US innovation into
the Gulf's future-oriented
industries.

Adding to the discussion
surrounding Al the recent
deal between HUMAIN and
Qualcomm was brought
up as an example of what
Lutes called “the art of the
possible.”

Such deals are “going to
very much be at the heart
of our bilateral economic
relationship going forward
and that’s exciting. that’s
energizing and. again. I think
deals like that are going to
only accelerate that trend.”
he said.

The HUMAIN-Qualcomm
collaboration.  announced
earlier this year. is only one
of several such partnerships
linking cutting-edge US chip
design and AI technology
with Saudi entities.

It follows announcements by
IBM. Nvidia. and Microsoft
to explore joint Al research

and data  management
projects with Saudi
institutions.

Takentogether. theseprojects
highlight the evolution of a
once oil-dominated alliance
into one centered on data.
innovation and advanced
manufacturing.

Lutes said energy is also
an important point of
discussion. specifically in
relation to data centers.

‘I would actually put
energy into the mix when
it comes specifically to the
opportunity to develop data
centers there in other energy
intensive types of industries.
perhaps  in  advanced
manufacturing or other

@ Steve Lutes says Saudi-US ties are resilient and rapidly shiiting toward technology,

@ Saudi Vision 2030 reforms are driving a surge in US corporate interest across sectors

aspects.” he said.

Energy continues to serve
as both the foundation and
the enabler of this evolving
partnership.

The Kingdom’s growing
renewable  portfolio —
including the landmark
NEOM Green Hydrogen
Project. an $8.4 billion
venture  involving  US
engineering firms —
illustrates how  Riyadh’s
energy ambitions now extend
well beyond hydrocarbons.

With its abundant solar
and wind resources. Saudi
Arabia aims to become a
top-10 exporter of hydrogen
by 2030. with US firms such
as Air Products helping to
deliver the infrastructure.

Lutes said that energy and
defense are core pillars of
the bilateral agenda that
will continue for decades
onward and evolve in “more

innovative and  strategic
ways.”

While  major  defense
contracts such as those
with  Lockheed  Martin
and  Raytheon  remain

central to the relationship.

the  diversification  into
renewables.  cybersecurity
and supply-chain
security signals how
both  governments are
repositioning for a

multipolar world economy.

Lutes went on to recognize
that the strength of bilateral
business  relations  has
been deeply rooted in the

Kingdom’s  Vision 2030
agenda and the commitment
of its leadership and
institutions.

He said that “big credit is
owed to a range of Saudi
ministries. ministers.
decision makers. those that
are even behind the scenes
working with organizations
like the chamber and our
US government to have
a very deliberative and
consultative  process  on

policy regulations.”
The US-Saudi Business
Council reports that

American direct investment
stock in Saudi Arabia has
more than doubled since
2018. reaching almost $14
billion by 2023.

The interaction of different
sectors has created a strong
foundation for Riyadh and
Washington’s  partnership
and Lutes made sure to note
that the visit aims to build on
that in more ways than one.
“We're looking at
announcing around the
crown prince’s visit the idea
of specifically looking at
our bilateral relationship
— the US-Saudi economic
relationship — and what we
need to do between now and
2035 to transform it in a way
that’s future-built.” he said.
Lutes’ comments come as
both governments explore
new frameworks for
commercial cooperation
beyond traditional bilateral
agreements.

Washington  has  been
encouraging deeper private
sector collaboration.
including through the US-
Saudi  Strategic Dialogue
and the Chamber’s US-
Saudi Business Program.
which  convenes  CEOs
and policymakers from
both countries to align on
industrial policy. research
collaboration and capital
flows.

With the Kingdom preparing
to host global events such
as Expo 2030 and the
FIFA World Cup 2034. US
companies see opportunities
to play a major role in
infrastructure. innovation.
tourism and technology.
“The Kingdom has major
marquee  global  events
coming up.” Lutes said.
“We want to think creatively
about how US companies
can support those global
events as well.”
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