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, ' Israeli leaders
Thousands of anti-graft g s voice opposition to
protesterstaketostreets ¥ =T %< palestinian state
of Philippines capital = T, before UN Gaza vote
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Saudi Arabia's Palestinian
Qiddiya City to open killed by

Six Flags theme Israeli army in
park in December West Bank
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News

Timbukt's iamed manuseripts escaped
Al-Qaeda but the threat remains

TIMBUKTU

\ Thirteen years ago. Abdoulaye Cissé risked
his life to smuggle tens of thousands of fragile
manuscripts out of Timbuktu as Al-Qaeda
-linked extremists swept into the desert town.
At night. he loaded crates of manuscripts from
the Ahmed Baba Institute of Higher Islamic
Studies and Research onto donkey carts. aware
that their pages carried evidence of his people’s
glorious past. They were taken to the river.
where wooden boats and then buses took them
to Mali’s capital. Bamako — a 1.200-kilometer
(750-mile) journey.

“It was dark. but we knew the route by heart.”
said Cissé. the institute’s general secretary.
Moving the manuscripts took a month. The
institute’s staff knew they risked their lives.
The 28.000 manuscripts returned safely to
Timbuktu in August after a request from
local leaders and civil society. It reflected
both the city’s pride in cultural preservation
and concerns about the potentially damaging
humidity in Bamako. Mali’s government has
portrayed it as a victory.

But Al-Qaeda remains a threat. Its fighters
attacked Timbuktu as recently as June. and
affiliated fighters with the JNIM group have
imposed a fuel blockade on landlocked Mali.
threatening to bring down the military regime.

A center of global learning

Beyond the institute. which is owned by the
government. Timbuktu is home to private
libraries holding an estimated 377.000
manuscripts in total. All were smuggled to the
capital. where they remain.

“What we find in these documents does
not exist anywhere else in the world.” said
Mohamed Diagayeté. director of the institute.
who specializes in old manuscripts.

The trove contradicts assumptions that
African history has been primarily oral. The
manuscripts are an archive of dealings among
West African empires and tribes. with histories
dating back centuries.

A world comes to life on their pages. Letters
between scholars and emirs debate whether
tobacco was sin or solace. and outline demands
by officials to shrink women’s dowries so poor
men might marry.

Scribbled notes in the margins detail events
that shaped history. like earthquakes that
shook the region in the 15 century.

Timbuktu was once a center of Islamic
learning. with scholars also coming to
study mathematics. science. astrology and
governance.

The manuscripts offer evidence that Islam in
the region was long marked by tolerance and
respect. One manuscript in a private library
records a local decree warning men not to
impose themselves on women. and granting
women the right to seek justice if they do.

The brutality of Al-Qaeda’s arrival in 2012
was a shock. The militants destroyed more
than 4.000 manuscripts. some dating back to
the 13th century. according to the findings
of a United Nations expert mission. They
also destroyed the mausoleums of Timbuktu.
which are listed as UNESCO World Heritage
Sites. and the city’s “sacred gate.”

New protections

Al-Qaeda’s rampage was a wake-up call for
protecting Timbuktu’s treasures.

Before the manuscripts were smuggled out
of the city. only 20 percent of the institute’s
manuscripts had been digitized. Cissé said.
Now nearly all are digitized. and the archives
are backed up on servers based elsewhere.
“Even if one server is damaged. we can still
recover these manuscripts.” he said.

Archivists and librarians say challenges remain.
The manuscripts are still stored in aging mud-
brick libraries. though staffers of the institute
say their holdings are now in “a secure place.”
They plan to install surveillance cameras inside.
Timbuktu’s history-loving residents try to
balance protection with accessibility.
“Aslongas these manuscripts remain in trunks.
they remain dead because people cannot enjoy
them.” said Sane Chirfi Alpha. a founding
member of a local nonprofit. SAVAMA-DCI.
for their preservation.

For students like 24-year-old Baylaly
Mahamane. the manuscripts offer fresh
insights from traditional practices. One text
describes doctors crushing white wormwood
leaves to soothe the stomach. blending millet
with mutton to stop vomiting. and packing
swollen feet with clay and henna.

“I want to study the Timbuktu manuscripts
on herbal medicine so that I can help
doctors in Timbuktu hospitals treat patients
who cannot obtain medication at home.”
Mahamane said.

RIYADH

Saudi Arabia will open its first
Six Flags theme park on Dec. 31.
2025. as Qiddiya City accelerates
effortsto positionitselfasa major
regional hub for entertainment.
sports. and culture.

The park — the first Six Flags
outside North America — forms
part of Qiddiya Investment
Co.’s flagship development on
the outskirts of Riyadh. Located
in the Tuwaiq Mountains about
40 minutes from the capital.
Qiddiya City is being marketed
as a master—planned destination
built around the company’s

“Power of Play” strategy.
according to the Saudi Press
Agency.

Qiddiya is central to Saudi
Arabia’s transformation

strategy under Vision 2030.
with the Kingdom targeting
up to 150 million visitors
annually by 2030 as the
nation moves beyond oil-led
growth.

Brian Machamer. president of

-

Saudi Arabia’s Qiddiya City to open
SX Flags theme park in December

Six Flags Qiddiya City. said:
“Six Flags Qiddiya City not only
opens its door to the public for
thefirsttime. itstartstoshowcase
everything  Qiddiya  City
stands for: bold imagination.
unforgettable experiences. and
a new benchmark for global
entertainment.”

Six Flags Qiddiya City will
feature 28rides. includingseveral
promoted as record-breakers:
the Falcons Flight roller coaster.
billed as the world’s tallest.
fastest and longest; the Iron
Rattler. described as the world’s
tallest tilt coaster; and Spitfire.
marketed as the world’s tallest
inverted coaster.

The park also includes 18
family-oriented rides. as well as
international dining outlets and
retail stores offering exclusive
Six Flags merchandise.

Qiddiya City is expected to
eventually feature hundreds
of attractions. along with
residential.  retail.  office.
hospitality. healthcare and

educational facilities in a large-
scale. mixed-use district. The
development is a key part of
Saudi Arabia’s broader strategy
to expand its tourism sector and
diversify its economy beyond
oil.

The theme park will open daily
at 4 p.m.. with complimentary
shuttles connecting visitors
from designated parking areas
and from Jeddah Metro Station.
where services will begin at
3 p.m. All shuttle services
are accessible for guests with
disabilities.

Tickets will start at SR325
($87) for adults and SR275 for
children. while infants under
four will be admitted free.
Visitors will have the option
to purchase an Unlimited
GoFast Pass for priority access
to selected rides. Discounted
tickets for people with special
needs. senior citizens and
companions will be sold
exclusively at the park. starting
from SR75.

MANILA

Tens of thousands of
protesters returned to the
streets of Manila for a second
straight day on Monday.
pressing  their ~ demands
for  accountability  over
alleged corruption in flood-
mitigation projects.

The protest. which started
on Sunday and drew over
600.000 people. will run until
Tuesday. It is organized by
Iglesia Ni Cristo. a 2-million-
strong church known for
bloc voting. which mobilized
members nationwide.

Many in Sunday’s crowd
expressed frustration at what
they described as ineffective
inquiries into irregularities
in  major infrastructure
projects. “We are calling for
the government to carry out
a real. sincere. investigation

D

EEND

for second day

Thousands oi anti-grait protesters
[ake to streets of Philippines capital

and not cover up for anyone
who are involved in this
anomaly.” said 60-year-old
Freddie Beley.

The scandal has widened
since Philippine President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
disclosed in August the
results of an internal
audit into  flood-control
projects. revealing troubling
irregularities.

It has implicated public
works officials. executives of
major construction firms.
and lawmakers. who allegedly
enriched themselves through
substandard. or in some cases
non-existent.  flood-control
projects. 'The  controversy
has  hammered investor
confidence and is seen by some
analysts as a factor behind
economic growth hitting a
four-year low in the third

CON'T

quarter. as public spending
slowed. Marcos has created
a commission to investigate
the alleged corruption in
infrastructure projects.
focusing on flood-control
facilities. The president. son
of a former leader accused
of widespread corruption
during his rule. has framed his
crackdown as part of abroader
push for accountability and
transparency. Protester
Armelyn Bandril.  35.
said there was a lack of
accountability. “Almost a
hundred days have passed
since the process began.
yet no one has been jailed.
There’s plenty of proof.”
she  said. Marcos on
Thursday vowed that those
responsible for the flawed
projects would be jailed
before Christmas.
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Landslides in Vietnam
Kill at least Six

HANOI

Landslides triggered by heavy rain in Vietnam
have killed at least six people and injured more
than a dozen. disaster agency officials said
Monday. as the country’s flood-hit central belt
endured relentless precipitation.

A passenger bus was submerged by falling soil
and rock in the scenic Khanh Le Pass in Khanh
Hoa province late Sunday. killing at least five
people and injuring 18 others. according to the
disaster and dyke management authority.

The bus was carrying 32 passengers. state
media said Monday. with some of the injured
being treated for head and limb injuries at a
local hospital.

Rescuers were racing to free some passengers
trapped inside the bus. state media said.
Earlier Sunday. a landslide struck a workers’
shelter in Khanh Son Pass in Khanh Hoa.
killing one person and leaving another missing.
according to the disaster authority.

Natural disasters have left 279 people dead
or missing this year and caused more than
$2 billion in damage. according to Vietnam’s
national statistics office.

The Southeast Asian nation is prone to
heavy rain between June and September. but
scientific evidence has identified a pattern of
human-driven climate change making extreme
weather more frequent and destructive.

Russian Sirikes kill
three in eastern Ukraine

KYIV

Russian strikes have killed three people in a city
in Ukraine’s eastern Kharkiv region. the city
military administration chief said on Monday.
The Russian army carried out two missile
strikes on the center of Balakliya during the
night. Vitali Karabanov said in a post on
Telegram.

“According to preliminary information. three
people were killed as a result of the night
missile strike on the city of Balakliya.” he said.
Ten were wounded. including children. he
added.

Nine people have been taken to hospital.
“Unfortunately. calls about possible injuries
continue to come in.” Karabanov added.
Kharkiv regional governor Oleg Synegubov
earlier said that among those wounded were
a 14-year-old girl. a 12-year-old child and a
61-year-old man.

Russia has targeted Ukrainian territory
almost daily with drones or missiles since the
beginning of the invasion in February 2022.
Seven people were killed after Russia struck
apartment blocks across the capital Kyiv on
Friday. As winter approaches. Moscow has also
increased strikes on energy infrastructure.
Kyiv has regularly targeted depots. oil refineries
and other facilities in Russia.

On the front lines. the Russian army continues
to advance. particularly in Ukraine’s southern
region where it captured two more villages on
Sunday.

Trump dismisses Marjorie Taylor Greene's
Claim Hal his attacks put her in danger

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump doubled down
on his attacks against Republican lawmaker
Marjorie Taylor Greene on Sunday. dismissing
her claim that his criticism was endangering
her and saying he did not believe anyone was
targeting her. Greene said on Saturday that
Trump’s online criticism had unleashed a surge
of threats directed at her. On Sunday morning.
she told CNN that Trump calling her a traitor
was the “most hurtful” part of his remarks.
Trump repeated the insult hours Ilater.
“Marjorie “Traitor’ Greene.” he said. referring
to the lawmaker. “I don’t think her life is in
danger...Idon’t thinkanybody cares about her.”
the president told reporters before boarding
Air Force One on Sunday night for a return to
Washington. D.C. from his Mar-a-Lago social
club in Florida.
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Palestinian killed by
sraeli dlmy

s P

JERUSALEM

The Israeli military said
Sunday it had killed one
person overnight during an
operation in the occupied
West Bank city of Nablus.
with the Palestinian health
ministry reporting a teenager
had been shot dead.
“Overnight  (Sunday). IDF
reserve soldiers... conducted an
operational activity in the area of
Nablus during which a terrorist
hurled an explosive device
toward the soldiers.” the military
said in a brief statement.
“The soldiers responded with fire
and eliminated the terrorist. No
IDF injuries were reported.”
The Ramallah-based Palestinian
health ministry said: “Hassan
Ahmed Jamil Moussa (19 years
old) was killed last night by fire
from the occupation forces in the
Askar refugee camp.”
The Askar camp for Palestinian
refugees is at the eastern end of

BEIRUT

The UN peacekeeping force
in Lebanon has reiterated its
appeal to the Israeli army to
stop any acts of aggression or
attacks on or near its soldiers.
These forces are working
to support efforts to restore
stability. a goal that Israel and
Lebanon claim to be pursuing.
it said.

The appeal came after Israeli
forces fired upon UNIFIL
soldiers near an Israeli-
occupied position in Lebanese
territory on Sunday.

The incident was described by
UNIFIL as a “serious violation
of UN Security Council
Resolution 1701.”

UNIFIL confirmed in a
statement that an Israeli
army Merkava tank “fired
heavy machine gun rounds
at  UNIFIL  peacekeepers
who were approximately 5
meters away from an Israeli-
established position inside

Lebanese territory.  The
soldiers were on foot and had
to take cover in the area.”
UNIFILreported that “through
its communication channels.
the peacekeepers requested
the Israeli army to cease fire.
They were able to leave safely
after 30 minutes. when the
Merkava tank withdrew to a
position held by the Israeli
army. Fortunately. no one was
injured.”

Israeli ~ army  spokesman
Avichai Adraee said in a post
on his X account that two
suspicious individuals were
observed near Hamamis in
southern Lebanon.

He said that Israeli forces fired
warning shots to deter them.

e
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Nablus. in the northern West
Bank. Israel has occupied the
West Bank since 1967.

Majed Abu Kishk. the head of the
Askar services committee. said
the teenager was shot at around
midnight during a raid on the
camp.

He was detained by the Israeli
forces and when he was handed
over to the Palestinian ambulance
services. “he was already dead.”
Violence in the Palestinian
territory has soared since the
Hamas attack on Israel triggered
the Gaza war in October 2023.
At least 1.006 Palestinians.
including militants. have been
killed in the West Bank by
Israeli forces or settlers since
the war started. according to the
Palestinian health ministry.
During the same period. 43
Israelis. including soldiers. have
been killed in Palestinian attacks
in the West Bank. according to
official Israeli figures.

News

Israell leaders voice opposition (0
Palestinian State before UN Gaza vote

JERUSALEM

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
members of his government
underscored their
opposition to a Palestinian
state ahead of a UN Security
Council vote Monday on a
resolution endorsing a US-
backed Gaza peace plan.
The draft resolution
would follow up on the
ceasefire deal between
Israel and Hamas
brokered by US President
Donald Trump. giving
the council’s blessing
for a transitional
administration and a
temporary international
security force in the
devastated territory.
Unlike previous drafts.
the latest version of the
resolution  mentions a
possible future Palestinian
state. which the Israeli
government is vehemently
against.
“Our opposition to a
Palestinian state on any
territory has not changed.”
Netanyahu said at a cabinet
meeting on Sunday.
Netanyahu had come in
for criticism from coalition
members. including far-right
Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich. who had accused
him of failing to respond to
a recent wave of recognition

vy l-:. B
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of Palestinian statehood by
Western countries.
“Formulate immediately an
appropriate and decisive
response that will make it
clear to the entire world -
no Palestinian state will ever
arise on the lands of our
homeland.” Smotrich urged
Netanyahu on X.

The premier replied Sunday
that he did “not need
affirmations.  tweets. or
lectures from anyone.”
Other ministers likewise
expressed their opposition
to Palestinian statehood.
though  none  explicitly

referred to the resolution.

“Israel’s policy 1is clear:
no Palestinian state will
be established.” Defense

Minister Israel Katz wrote
on X Sunday.

Foreign Minister Gideon
Saar also said on X that the
country would “not agree
to the establishment of a
Palestinian terror state in the
heart of the Land of Israel.”
Far-right firebrand and
National Security Minister
Itamar Ben Gvir went
even further. calling the
Palestinian  identity = an
“invention.”

~Ji-

and the individuals left the area
without any injuries.

After examining the incident.
Adraee said it became clear
that the two individuals were
UNIFIL soldiers conducting a
patrol in the area.

They were identified as suspects
because of the adverse weather
conditions. The incident is
currently under investigation.
Israel said.

Adraee also claimed that there
was no intentional firing at
UNIFIL soldiers. and the issue
was being addressed through

official military coordination
channels.

The incident involving Israelis
shooting at  peacekeepers
happened less than 48 hours
after UNIFIL disclosed a
significant Israeli development
within Lebanese territory.

On Friday. the international
force confirmed that the Israeli
army has built walls within
Lebanese territory. close to the
UN-demarcated Blue Line.

In October. UNIFIL forces
inspected a T-shaped concrete
wall built by the Israeli army

southwest of the Lebanese
border town of Yaroun.

The survey revealed that
the wall extended beyond
the Blue Line. making more
than 4.000 sq. meters of
Lebanese land inaccessible
to the Lebanese people. In
November. peacekeepers noted
the construction of additional
T-shaped walls in the area.

The survey indicated that a
section of the wall southeast
of Yaroun extends beyond the
Blue Line. leading to calls for
Israel’s withdrawal.

The Lebanese Army Command
described the shooting at the
peacekeepers as “a violation of
Lebanese sovereignty. which is
condemned.”

The  Israeli attacks are
destabilizing Lebanon and
obstructing army deployment
in the south.

The Lebanese Army Command
issued a statement. confirming
that it is collaborating with
friendly countries to address
the continuing breaches by
Israel.
These

actions require

The  Security  Council
resolution would effectively
usher in the second phase of
the US-backed deal reached
last month. which brought
about a ceasefire after two
years of war sparked by
Hamas’s October 7. 2023
attack on Israel.

The first phase has seen the
release of the last 20 living
Israeli hostages and nearly
all of the 28 dead captives
held by Palestinian militants.
In exchange. Israel has freed
nearly 2.000 Palestinian
prisoners and returned 330
bodies.

UN peacekeepers say Israell forces
[ired on them In southern Lebanon

immediate attention.
because they signify a serious
escalation.

An official political source told
Arab News that the attack on
UNIFIL was most likely an
Israeli message responding
to UNIFIL’s disclosure of the
Israeli army’s activities around
its positions in Lebanon.

The Lebanese army. deployed
south of the Litani River. lacks
full control over the entire
border region due to the Israeli
occupation of strategic points
in that area.

UNIFIL’s disclosure of Israeli
activities has caused discontent
in Israel. It is possible that the
Lebanese army was aware of
these events and informed
UNIFIL. which subsequently
revealed the information.
UNIFIL consistently
emphasizes Israeli offences
under the ceasefire agreement
in all its statements and during
meetings of its mechanism.
Despite Israel’s denial
of constructing the wall.
Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun requested on Friday
evening that the foreign
ministry instruct Lebanon’s
Permanent Mission to the UN
to file an urgent complaint with
the Security Council.

Aoun requested that the
complaint include UN reports
that contradict Israel’s denial
that they are building a wall
and confirming UNIFIL’s
notification to Israel about its
removal.

Lebanon says Israel's continued
presence and activities in
Lebanese territory  violate
UN Resolution 1701 and the
country’s sovereignty.
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