More than half —#& | Maduro decries US-
of Sudan needs = | Trinidad and Tobago
humanitarian aid: military exercises as
NGO chief ‘irresponsible’
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First major winter
rains pummel

> Gaza, destroying
makeshift shelters
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China Coast Guard ship

formation sails through

5 Japan-administered Senkaku
Islands as tensions rise
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News

More than hali oi Sudan needs \
humanitarian aid: NGO chiei

CAIRO

More than half of Sudan’s population is
in need of humanitarian aid. the head of
the Danish Refugee Council told AFP.
as fighting ravages the northeast African
nation.

Since breaking out in April 2023. the
war between Sudan’s army and the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
has killed tens of thousands of people.
displaced nearly 12 million and triggered
one of the world’s worst humanitarian
crises.

“We see a situation where more
than 30 million people are in need of
humanitarian assistance. That is half
of the population of Sudan.” Danish
Refugee Council Secretary General
Charlotte Slente told AFP by phone this
week after a visit to a border region in
neighboring Chad.

“The suffering we see is unimaginable.”
Sudan had a population of around 50
million people in 2024. according to the
World Bank.

The aid official’s comments came after a
field visit to an area in Chad that borders
Sudan’s western Darfur region. which
has seen fierce fighting of late.

Violence has escalated dramatically
in recent weeks. with the RSF seizing

control of the key town of El-Fasher —
the army’s last stronghold in Darfur —
after an 18-month siege and reports of
atrocities multiplying.

“There are violations that cross all
international humanitarian laws.” she
added.

Slente said the NGO had seen evidence
of mass killings and sexual violence in
Sudan.

“We see detentions. we see abductions.
forced displacement and torture.” she
said. She accused the international
community of not doing enough.
“Statements have a very limited impact
both on the ongoing humanitarian needs
on the ground. and they have not been
able to stop the violence.” she said.

She warned that there were other cities
still under siege that were not receiving
the same level of attention.

The town of Babanusa. the last army
stronghold in West Kordofan state. has
been under siege for several months. as
have North Kordofan state capital El-
Obeid and South Kordofan’s Kadugli
and Dilling.

“The international community must
stop managing the consequences of this
conflict and must start preventing the
atrocities.” said Slente.

Thousands protest crime and corruption In
Mexico City as ‘Gen I’ profests Sain momentum

MEXICO CITY

Several thousand people took to the
streets of Mexico City on Saturday to
protestcrime. corruptionandimpunityin
a demonstration organized by members
of Generation Z. but which ended with
strong backing from older supporters of
opposition parties.

The demonstration was mostly peaceful
but ended with some young people
clashing with the police. Protesters
attacked police with stones. fireworks.
sticks and chains. grabbing police shields
and other equipment.

The capital’s security secretary. Pablo
Vazquez. said 120 people were injured.
100 of them police officers. Twenty
people were arrested.

In several countries this year. members
of the demographic group born between
the late 1990s and early 2010s have
organized protests against inequality.
democratic backsliding and corruption.
The largest “Gen Z” protests took place in
Nepal in September. following a ban on
social media. and led to the resignation
of that nation’s prime minister. In
Mexico. many young people say they
are frustrated with systemic problems

like corruption and impunity for violent
crimes.

“We need more security” said Andres
Massa. a  29-year-old business
consultant who carried the pirate skull
flag that has become a global symbol of
Gen Z protests.

Arizbeth  Garcia. a  43-year-old
physician who joined the protests said
she was marching for more funding
for the public health system. and for
better security because doctors “are also
exposed to the insecurity gripping the
country. where you can be murdered
and nothing happens.”

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum
still has high approval ratings despite a
recent spate of high profile murders that
includes the assassination of a popular
mayor in the western state of Michoacan.
In the days leading up to Saturday’s
protest. Sheinbaum accused right-wing
parties of trying to infiltrate the Gen Z
movement. and of using bots on social
media to try to increase attendance.

This week some “Gen Z” social media
influencers said they no longer backed
Saturday’s protests. While elderly figures
like former President Vicente Fox. and
Mexican billionaire Ricardo Salinas
Pliego published messages in support
of the protests. Saturday’s march was
attended by people from several age
groups. with supporters of the recently
killed Michoacan Mayor Carlos Manzo.
attending the protest wearing the
straw hats that symbolize his political
movement. “The state is dying.” said
Rosa Maria Avila. a 65-year-old real
estate agent who traveled from the town
of Patzcuaro in Michoacan state.

“He was killed because he was a man who
was sending officers into the mountains
to fight delinquents. He had the guts to
confront them.” she said of Manzo.

-
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UN Security Council 1o vote
Monday on Trump Gaza plan

UNITEDNATIONS;/
New York

The UN Security Council
will vote Monday on a
resolution endorsing
US President Donald
Trump’s Gaza peace plan.
diplomats said.

Last week the Americans
officially launched
negotiations within the
15-member Security
Council on a text that
would follow up on a
ceasefire in the two-
year war between Israel
and Hamas and endorse
Trump’s plan.

A draft of the resolution

seen  Thursday by
AFP  “welcomes  the
establishment of the
Board of Peace”” a
transitional ~ governing
body for Gaza —
that  Trump  would

theoretically chair — with
a mandate running until
the end of 2027.

It would authorize
member states to form a
“temporary International
Stabilization Force
(ISFy” that would work
with Israel and Egypt
and  newly  trained
Palestinian police to help
secure border areas and
demilitarize the Gaza
Strip.

Unlike previousdrafts. the
latest mentions a possible
future Palestinian state.
The  United  States
and several Arab and
Muslim-majority nations
including Egypt. Saudi
Arabia and Turkiye called
Friday for the UN Security
Council to quickly adopt

the resolution.

“The  United  States.
Qatar. Egypt. the United
Arab Emirates.  the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Indonesia. Pakistan.
Jordan. and  Tirkiye
express our joint support
for the Security Council
Resolution currently
under  consideration.”
the countries said in a
joint statement. adding

they ~ were  seeking
the  measure’s “swift
adoption.”

Friday’s joint statement
comes as Russia circulated
a  competing  draft
resolution to Council
members that does not
authorize the creation of
a board of peace or the
immediate deployment
of an international force
in Gaza. according to the
text seen Friday by AFP.

The Russian  version
welcomes “the initiative

that led to the ceasefire”
but does not name
Trump.

It also only calls on the
UN secretary-general
to submit a report that
addresses the possibilities
of deploying an
international stabilization
force in war-ravaged
Gaza.

The United States has
called the  ceasefire
“fragile.” and warned
Friday of the risks of not
adopting its draft.

“Any refusal to back this
resolution is a vote either
for the continued reign of
Hamas terrorists or for
the return to war with
Israel. condemning the
region and its people to
perpetual conflict.” the
US ambassador to the

United Nations. Mike
Waltz. wrote in The
Washington Post.

“Every departure from

this path. be it by those
who wish to play political
games or to relitigate the
past. will come with a real
human cost.”

While it seemed until now
that Council members
supported principles of
the peace plan. diplomatic
sources noted there
were questions about
the US text. particularly
regarding the absence of
a monitoring mechanism
by the Council. the role of
the Palestinian Authority.
and details of the ISF’s
mandate.

The Russian UN mission
said in a statement that
its alternative proposal
differedbyrecognizingthe
principle of a “two-State
solution for the Israeli-
Palestinian ~ settlement.”
“Unfortunately.  these
provisions were not given
due regard in the US
draft.” it said.

First major winter rains pummel
Gaza, destroying makeshiit shelters

DEIR AL-BALAH.
Gaza Strip

The first heavy rainfall
of the season sent water
cascading Saturday
through the sprawling
Muwasi tent camp in
the Gaza Strip. as the
embattled enclave
struggles to cope with
flooding and devastated
infrastructure from two
years of war.

Residents attempted to
dig trenches to direct
the water from flooding
their tents. as rain
dripped through tears in
tarpaulins and makeshift
shelters. The first rain
of the season pounded
down in intermittent
bursts. soaking the scant
belongings families have
managed to save. Strong
winds can also topple
tents and destroy families’
attempts to gather food
and supplies as another
bleak winter sets in.

Two weeks ago. Bassil
Naggar bought a new tent
from the black market
for 2300 NIS ($712.50).
because the scorching
summer sun had worn
his old tent thin. Still.
rainwater leaked through
his tent.

“I spent all (Friday)
pushing water out of
my tent.” Naggar said.
adding that his neighbors’
tents and belongings
were completely wrecked.

“Water  puddles are
inches high. and there is
no proper drainage.” he
said Barefoot children
splashed in puddles as
women made tea outside
under dark clouds.

According to the UN.
Muwasi. which  was
largely undeveloped
dunes before the Israeli
military  designated it
a humanitarian zone
early in the war. held
up to 425.000 displaced
Palestinians  this past
summer. the vast majority
living in  makeshift
temporary  tents. The
Israeli defense body in
charge of humanitarian
aid in the Gaza Strip
has said it is allowing in
winterization —materials.
including blankets
and heavy tarpaulins.

but aid organizations
warn the efforts are far
from sufficient when
temperatures plummet in
the winter and the wind
whips off the sea.

As heavy clouds
threatened further rain.
some attempted to take
shelter in  destroyed
buildings. even those
at risk of collapse. with
gaping holes covered by
pieces of tarpaulin.

The war broke out on Oct.
7. 2023. when Hamas-
led militants launched a
surprise attack on Israel.
killing some 1.200 people.
mostly  civilians. and
abducted 251 hostages.
They are still holding the
bodies of three hostages.
which Israel is demanding
in return before
progressing to the second

stage of the ceasefire.
Hamas has said that it is
unable to locate the bodies
under the rubble. but
Israel has accused Hamas
of dragging its feet.

The first stage of the
ceasefire agreement that
took effect on Oct. 10
is nearing its end. The
next stage calls for the
implementation of a
governing body for Gaza
and the deployment of an
international stabilization
force. It is not clear where
either stands.

Israel’s military campaign
against Gaza has killed
69.100. including many
women and children.
according to the Gaza
Health Ministry. which
does not distinguish
between civilians and
combatants in its figures.
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UK (0 cut proections ior refugees
nder asylum ‘overhaul’

LONDON

Britain will drastically reduce protections for
refugees under plans to overhaul its asylum
system. the Labour government said on
Saturday.

The measures were announced as Prime
Minister Keir Starmer faces mounting pressure
over irregular migration in the face of soaring
support for the hard right.

“I'llend UK’s golden ticket for asylum seekers.”
interior minister Shabana Mahmood declared
in a statement.

Presently. those given refugee status have
it for five years. after which they can apply
for indefinite leave to remain and eventually
citizenship.

But Mahmood’s ministry. known as the Home
Office. said it would cut the length of refugee
status to 30 months.

That protection will be “regularly reviewed”
and refugees will be forced to return to their
home countries once they are deemed safe. it
added.

The ministry also said that it intended to make
those refugees who are granted asylum wait 20
years before applying to be allowed to live in
the UK long-term. instead of the current five.
The Home Office called the proposals the
“largest overhaul of asylum policy in modern
times.”

Starmer. elected last summer. is under pressure
to stop migrants crossing the English Channel
in small boats from France. something that
also troubled his Conservative predecessors.
More than 39.000 people. many fleeing
conflict. have arrived this year following such
dangerous journeys — more than for the whole
of 2024 but lower than the record set in 2022.
The crossings are helping fuel the popularity of
Reform. led by firebrand Nigel Farage. which
has led Labour by double-digit margins in
opinion polls for most of this year.

Asylum claims in Britain are at a record high.
with some 111.000 applications made in the
year to June 2025. according to official figures.

Rail worker hailed a heto
diter Huntingdon (rain attack
discharded from hospital

LONDON

Samir Zitouni. the train crew member who was
seriously injured while protecting passengers
during a mass stabbing on a Huntingdon-
bound train. has been discharged from hospital.
it was reported on Saturday.

Zitouni was working on board a London
North Eastern Railway (LNER) service from
Doncaster to London when the attack took
place in Cambridgeshire on November 1.
LNER said he had been instrumental in helping
save multiple lives during the incident.

His family expressed gratitude for the public
support. saying: "We are so grateful for the
outpouring of support from the public. and
very touched by all the kind words about Sam's
brave actions on the night of the attack. While
we are really happy to have him home. he still
has a significant recovery ahead and we would
now like to be left in privacy to care for him as
a family."

LNER added that Zitouni had been a "valued
member" of staff for over 20 years. working on
board as a customer experience host.

David Horne. managing director at LNER.
praised his colleague’s courage.

“In a moment of crisis. Sam did not hesitate
as he stepped forward to protect those around
him. His actions were incredibly brave. and we
are so proud of him. and of all our colleagues
who acted with such courage that evening."
He continued: "Our thoughts and prayers
remain with Sam and his family. We will
continue to support them and wish him a full
and speedy recovery."

11 people were treated in hospital following the
attack. nine of whom were initially reported as
having life-threatening injuries.

.

Maduro decries US-Trinidad and Tobago
military exercises as ‘irresponsibie’

CARACAS

Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro on Saturday
slammed new joint military
exercises by the United States
and its ally Trinidad and
Tobago as “irresponsible.”
with Washington increasing
its armed presence in the
Caribbean.

Caracas claims recent US
military activity in the region
- which Washington says is
directed against drug gangs - is
really a ploy to overthrow leftist
leader Maduro.

This is the second joint training
exercise carried out by the
United States and Trinidad and
Tobago in less than a month.

In October. a US guided missile
destroyer docked at Trinidad
for four days for another round
of practice drills - within
firing range of Venezuela.
whose government called it a
“provocation.”

“The government of Trinidad
and Tobago has once again
announced irresponsible
exercises. lending its waters
off the coast of Sucre state
for military exercises that are
intended to be threatening
to a republic like Venezuela.
which does not allow itself to be
threatened by anyone.” Maduro

said during an event in Caracas
on Saturday.

Maduro  called on  his
supporters in the eastern states
of the country to hold “a vigil
and a permanent march in the
streets” during the military
maneuvers. scheduled  for
November 1621-.

The United States has deployed
warships. fighter jets and
thousands of soldiers to Latin
America in recent weeks and
launched strikes on 21 alleged
drug-smuggling boats. killing at
least 80 people.

Washington has provided no

evidence those targeted were
traffickers. and rights observer
groups say the strikes are illegal
regardless.

On Tuesday. a US aircraft carrier
strike group also arrived in the
region. prompting Caracas
to announce a “massive”
retaliatory deployment.

Us Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth on Thursday
announced a military operation
aimed  at “narco-terrorists
from our Hemisphere.” but it
was unclear how it might differ
from the existing US military
deployment.

News

(limate protesters demand to be
feard as (hey march on
(OP30 with costumes and drums

BELEM. Brazil

Some wore black dresses to signify a funeral
for fossil fuels. Hundreds wore red shirts.
symbolizing the blood of colleagues fighting to
protect the environment. And others chanted.
waved huge flags or held up signs Saturday in
what’s traditionally the biggest day of protest
at the halfway point of annual United Nations
climate talks.

Organizers with booming sound systems on
trucks with raised platforms directed protesters
from a wide range of environmental and social
movements. Marisol Garcia. a Kichwa woman
from Peru marching at the head of one group.
said protesters are there to put pressure on
world leaders to make “more humanized
decisions.”

The demonstrators walked about 4 kilometers

(about 2.5 miles) on a route that took them near
the main venue for the talks. known as COP30.
Protesters earlier this week twice disrupted the
talks by surrounding the venue. including an
incident Tuesday where two security guards
suffered minor injuries.

A full day of sessions was planned at the venue.
including talks on how to move forward with
$300 billion a year in annual climate financial
aid that rich countries agreed last year to give to
poor nations to help wean themselves off fossil
fuels. adapt to a nastier. warmer world and
compensate for extreme weather damage.
Many of the protesters reveled in the freedom
to demonstrate more openly than at recent
climate talks held in more authoritarian
countries. including Azerbaijan. the United
Arab Emirates and Egypt. Thousands of people
joined in a procession that sprawled across
most of the march’s route.

China Coast Guard ship formation sails through |
Japan-administered Senkaku Islands as tensions rise

HINA COAST GuARD # & '%

BEIJING

A China Coast Guard ship
formation passed through the
waters of the Senkaku Islands on
Sunday on a “rights enforcement
patrol.” the China Coast Guard
said in a statement. as Beijing
ramps up tensions with Japan over
its prime minister’s remarks on
Taiwan.
A diplomatic spat between China
and Japan has intensified since
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi told parliament on
November 7 that a hypothetical
Chinese attack on democratically-
ruled Taiwan could trigger a
military response from Tokyo.
The remarks sparked an angry
response from Beijing. which has
signalled that it expects Takaichi
to retract them in some fashion.
China claims Taiwan as its own
erritory and has not ruled out

the use of force to take control
of the island. which sits just 110
km (68.35 miles) from Japanese
territory. Taiwan’s government
rejects  Beijing’s  sovereignty
claims.

“China Coast Guard vessel 1307
formation conducted patrols
within the territorial waters of the
Diaoyu Islands. This was a lawful
patrol operation conducted by the
China Coast Guard to uphold its
rights and interests.” the statement
said.

China and Japan have repeatedly
faced off around the Japan-
administered  islands. which
Beijing calls Diaoyu and Tokyo
calls the Senkaku.

The Japanese Embassy in Beijing
did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Japan has been facing mounting
pressure from China since

Takaichi made her remarks. with
China’s Consul General in Osaka
commenting: “The dirty head that
sticks itself out must be cut oft.”
prompting a formal protest from
Tokyo.

Beijing then summoned the
Japanese ambassador for the first
time in more than two years. and
China’s defense ministry declared
that any Japanese intervention
would be doomed to fail.

On Friday. China cautioned its
citizens against traveling to Japan.
prompting Tokyo to urge Beijing
to take “appropriate measures”
though it did not elaborate.

Three Chinese airlines said on
Saturday that tickets to Japan
could be refunded or changed for
free.

In Taiwan. the defense ministry
said on Sunday morning it had
detected 30 Chinese military

aircraft operating around the
island and seven navy ships over
the past 24 hours.

Late on Saturday. the ministry
said China had been carrying
out another “joint combat
patrol” to “harass the air
space and sea around us.” It
added Taiwan had sent its own
aircraft and ships to monitor
the situation. Taiwan reports
such Chinese patrols a couple
of times a month as part of
what Taipei says is an ongoing
military pressure campaign.
Taiwan’s government says only the
island’speoplecandecideits future.
Japanese leaders have previously
avoided publicly mentioning
Taiwan when discussing such
scenarios. maintaining a “strategic
ambiguity” also favored by
Tokyo’s main security ally. the
United States.
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