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News

US Senate passes bill to end
government shutdown, sends to House

WASHINGTON

The US Senate on Monday approved a
compromise that would end the longest
government shutdown in US history.
breaking a weeks-long stalemate that has
disrupted food benefits for millions. left
hundreds of thousands of federal workers
unpaid and snarled air traffic.

The 6040- vote passed with the
support of nearly all of the chamber’s

Republicans and eight Democrats. who
unsuccessfully sought to tie government
funding to health subsidies that are due
to expire at the end of the year. While the
agreement sets up a December vote on
those subsidies. which benefit 24 million
Americans. it does not guarantee they
will continue.

The deal would restore funding for
federal agencies that lawmakers allowed
to expire on October 1 and would stall

President Donald Trump’s campaign
to downsize the federal workforce.
preventing any layoffs until January 30.
Itnextheadstothe Republican-controlled
House of Representatives. where Speaker
Mike Johnson has said he would like to
pass it as soon as Wednesday and send it
on to Trump to sign into law. Trump has
called the deal to reopen the government
“very good.” The deal would extend
funding through January 30. leaving the
federal government for now on a path to
keep adding about $1.8 trillion a year to
its $38 trillion in debt.

Coming a week after Democrats won
high-profile elections in New Jersey.
Virginia and elected a democratic

socialist as the next mayor of New
York City. the deal has provoked anger
among many Democrats who note there
is no guarantee that the Republican-
controlled Senate or House would agree
to extend the health insurance subsidies.
“We wish we could do more.” said
Senator Dick Durbin of Illinois. the
chamber’s No. 2 Democrat. “The
government shutting down seemed to be
an opportunity to lead us to better policy.
It didn’t work.”

A late October Reuters;Ipsos poll found
that 50 percent of Americans blamed
Republicans for the shutdown. while 43
percent blamed Democrats.

US stocks rose on Monday. buoyed by
news of progress on a deal to reopen the
government.

Trump has unilaterally canceled billions
of dollars in spending and trimmed
federal payrolls by hundreds of thousands
of workers. intruding on Congress’s
constitutional authority over fiscal
matters. Those actions have violated past
spending laws passed by Congress. and
some Democrats have questioned why
they would vote for any such spending
deals going forward.

The deal does not appear to include any
specific guardrails to prevent Trump
from enacting further spending cuts.
However. the deal would fund the
SNAP food-subsidy program through
September 30 of next year. heading off
any possible disruptions if Congress
were to shut down the government again
during that time.

AUUN climate talks in Brazil, the only sign
\ 0 the United States IS an empty chair

BELEM. Brazil

A litany of recent weather disasters
rang long Monday at the opening of UN
climate negotiations: Hurricane Melissa
in Jamaica. a deadly tornado in Brazil.
droughts and fire in Africa. Against that
backdrop. activists used an empty chair
to drive home the absence from these
talks of the United States. the world’s
richest nation and second-biggest carbon
polluter.

Worldleaders highlighted the devastation
wrought on some of the world’s poorest
places to show the need to work
collectively to fight global warming.
which is fueling extreme weather. But
any united front will be without the US.
one of only four nations missing the
talks. along with tiny San Marino and
strife-torn Afghanistan and Myanmar.
The 195 nations who did come to Belem.
a weathered city on the edge of the
Brazilian Amazon. for the talks known
as COP30 were told that only together
can they swiftly reduce the emissions
from coal. oil and gas that cause climate
change.

While the activists’ empty chair primarily
illustrated the US absence. it was also
intended to be a call-out for other
nations “to step in and step up.” Danni
Taaffe with Climate Action Network
International told The Associated Press.
Those leading the talks sounded a similar
note.

“Humanity is still in this fight. We have
some tough opponents. no doubt. but we
also have some heavyweights on our side.

One is the brute power of the market
forces as renewables get cheaper.” United
Nations climate secretary Simon Stiell
said.

A clear mandate

Brazil President Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva.
whose nation is hosting these talks. urged
negotiators not to forget that “the climate
emergency is an increase of inequality.”
“It deepens the perverse logic that defines
who is worthy of living and who should
die.” Lula said.

This year’s talks are not expected to
produce an ambitious new deal. Instead.
organizers and analysts frame this year’s
conference as the “implementation
COP.” Countries had a clear mandate:
arrive with their updated national plans to
fight climate change.

On Monday. the United Nations released
updated calculations showing that those
national pledges promise to reduce
projected 2035 global greenhouse gas
emissions 12 percent below 2019 levels.
That’s 2 points better than last month.
before new pledges rolled in.

Attendees on  Monday  stressed
cooperation. with Stiell saying that
individual nations simply cannot cut
heat-trapping gas emissions fast enough
on their own.

André Corréa do Lago. president of
this year’s conference. emphasized that
negotiators must engage in “mutirdo” —
a local Indigenous term that refers to a
group uniting to complete a task.
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Iraqi voters weigh lamiliar choices
as (hey choose a new parliament

LONDON
Across Baghdad’s
avenues and winding

alleys. campaign posters
line the streets. creating
a festive air. Yet beneath
the bright banners. a
mood of indifference
prevails for many Iraqis;
some passers-by ignore
the oversize candidate
photos. unmoved by the
spectacle.

More than two decades
after Saddam Hussein’s
fall ushered in democratic
rule. Iraqis return to the
polls for the seventh time
on Tuesday. Nov. 11. to
choose a new 329-seat
parliament from over
7.700 candidates.

While the election unfolds
in rare calm. widespread
disengagement marks the
political climate — atrend
experts say could produce
the lowest turnout since
2003.

“The electoral mood is
apathetic. Many Iraqis
view the vote as unlikely
to change entrenched
power structures. even
as the country enjoys
relative calm.” Hayder Al-
Shakeri. research fellow
with the Middle East
North Africa program
at Chatham House. told
Arab News.

Iraq goes to these
elections three years after
the rise of Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia Al-
Sudani. in the shadow
of chronic instability.
economic hardship and
deep distrust in national

leadership.

Yet. a recent Gallup
survey suggests public
attitudes may be

shifting. Confidence in
government now stands
at a record 55 percent.
and trust in institutions
including the police.
military and courts is also
at its highest level in years
— though still short of the
country’s Gulf neighbors.
Despite this new
optimism. analysts say
persistent problems hold
Iraq back.

“Despite  the
experiencing a  rare
period of relative
stability. analysts and
surveys suggest that many
Iraqis feel profoundly
disconnected from a
political system viewed
as stagnant. exclusionary
and incapable of
delivering ~ meaningful
reform.” Sajad Jiyad. an

country

Iraqi

political
based in Baghdad and

analyst

a fellow at Century
International. told Arab
News.

Jiyad cites the dominance
of armed groups and
established parties.
absence  of  credible
alternatives. and repeated

cycles of unfulfilled
promises as chief reasons
for voter apathy.

He added that
controversies that
have deepened
public alienation
include electoral laws
such as candidate

disqualification. exclusion
of overseas polling and the
introduction of biometric
voter cards that analysts
say limits the number of
eligible voters.

Also causing disquiet
are socioeconomic
grievances. and  the
sense that elections have
become ritualized rather
than a path to reform.
During his tenure. Al-
Sudani advanced an “Iraq
First” agenda focused on
economic diversification.

digitization of
government. improving
infrastructure and

reducing oil dependence.
He emerged as a chief
proponent of  the
Development Road
project. a  $17-billion
trade corridor linking the
Faw Port on the Arabian
Gulf to the Turkish
border.

Yet in a country where
nearly 60 percent of
the population is under
25. employment and
opportunity remain
elusive for many. and
young Iraqis see rampant
corruption and patronage
as serious barriers to
progress.

“The government’s
approach has focused on
short-term infrastructure
and service projects that
show quick results but
stop short of systemic
reform. Core issues. such
as corruption. impunity
and the capture of state

institutions. remain
unaddressed.” said
Shakeri.

Considered by many as a
capable technocrat able to
navigate Iraq’s sectarian
complexities. Al-Sudani
is widely seen as the
favorite to win Tuesday’s
vote.

Accordingtoanew poll by
the Independent Institute

of Administration and
Civil Society Studies. Al-
Sudani’s Reconstruction
and Development
Alliance leads with about
29 percent of projected
seats.

This is followed by the
Taqaddum Alliance with
14 percent. and the State
of Law Coalition with 11
percent. The same report
indicates turnout could
fall to just 30 percent —
measured among those
with biometric voting
cards. not the broader
electorate.

“People have seen a
visible change in their
country. particularly in
the capital Baghdad. with
paved roads. bridges.
and various apartment
complexes being built.
and that will encourage
people to go out and vote.
thatis whatthe incumbent
PM is campaigning on
and hoping will push
him to a second term.”
said Hamzeh Hadad. an
adjunct fellow with the
Middle East Security
Program at the Center for
a New American Security.

Hadad added: “The
next government will
be another coalition

government that looks
similar to the current
one. even if the faces of
ministers or the prime
minister change. which
goes back to one of the
causes that leads to voter
apathy or a boycott
movement for those who
see it as an avenue to

change this.”
For Jiyad.  recent
electoral reforms have

“largely entrenched old
power structures rather
than fostered genuine
democratic governance.
deeply shaping low public
confidence in the political
process and reinforcing
disillusionment with
electoral democracy.”

He predicted the vote
would  solidify  Al-
Sudani’s position within
what he described as
a “complex coalition
landscape marked
by  Sunni  political
mobilization and Kurdish
bloc influence.”

But  that “persistent
fragmentation and
sectarian  divides will
complicate  governance
and power sharing post-

election.”
Iraq still operates
under the Muhasasa

power-sharing  system
established after 2003.
dividing top posts among
Shiite (prime minister).
Sunni (parliamentary
speakery and Kurdish
(president) elites.

Meant to ensure
representation and
prevent dominance by
any one group. the system
is widely criticized for
reinforcing sectarianism.
corruption and
constraining meaningful
competition.

Although the protests
of 2018 and 2019
and the subsequent
reforms made space

for independents and
pushed through changes
for the 2021 elections.
the  core  Muhasasa
system has remained
intact. with political elites
retaining control through
only minor cosmetic
adjustments.

“People  think  their
votes will not make any
significant change.”
Mungith Dagher. CEO
and founder of the
Independent  Institute
of Administration and
Civil Society Studies. told
Arab News. “The Iraqi
system is not based on
who win the elections but
on the tradeoffs between
different blocks.”

Experts say that broad
disengagement and what
they see as a wider boycott
risk further entrenching
elite rule and deepening
the gap between citizens
and the government.

“In the short term. this
may preserve stability.
but over time it risks
widening the legitimacy
gap and prompting new
cycles of frustration
amongst society.”
Chatham House’s Al-
Shakeri said.

Hadad warns it could
be even more worrying.
“What it does do (is)
lessen the credibility of
the government. and this
could lead to massive
protests like we saw in
2019.”  But while the
election season at home
is marked by apathy and
fears of renewed protests.
foreign  powers  are
watching. Muqtada Al-
Sadr’s shadowloomslarge
despite his boycott of the
2025 vote. His movement
continues to mobilize
significant support
through nationalist. anti-
corruption rhetoric.
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Bangladesh verdict against
Hasina likely late November
e D s

A verdict in ousted former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina’s closely watched crimes against
humanity trial is expected later this month.
Bangladeshi prosecutors said Tuesday.
Confusion over the timing of the verdict arose
after the trial ended last month. when a hearing
was set for November 13.

But Thursday’s hearing was only “to announce
the date of the verdict.” said Gazi Monowar
Hossain Tamim. prosecutor at Bangladesh’s
International Crimes Tribunal.

“Based on our previous experience. the court
might take another week or so to deliver the
verdict.” Tamim said.

“We want to make it clear that the court is
set to fix the date of the verdict on November
13

Bangladesh has been in political turmoil since
a deadly uprising toppled Hasina’s autocratic
government in August 2024. Violence has
marked the campaign trail for elections
expected in February 2026.

Hasina. 78. has defied court orders to return
from India to attend her trial on charges of
ordering a deadly crackdown in a failed attempt
to suppress the student-led uprising.

Her trial in absentia. which began on June
1. heard months of testimony alleging she
ordered mass killings.

According to the United Nations. up to 1.400
people were killed between July and August
2024.

Syrian president holds
historic Trump (alks

WASHINGTON

Syrian President Ahmed Al-
Sharaamet US President Donald
Trump at the White House on
Monday for unprecedented
talks. just daysafter Washington
removed him from a terrorism
blacklist.

Sharaa. whose opposition forces
ousted longtime ruler Bashar
Assad late last year. is the first
Syrian leader to visit the White
House since the country’s 1946
independence.

In remarkable scenes. Sharaa
climbed out of his motorcade
to greet crowds of supporters
outside the US presidential
mansion.

Formerly affiliated with Al-
Qaeda. Sharaa’s group. Hayat
Tahrir Al-Sham (HTS). was
itself only delisted as a terrorist
group by Washington in July.
Sharaa himself was taken off the
list on Friday. “The president
of Syria arrived at the White
House... The meeting between
President Trump and President
Al-Sharaa has also started.” the
White House said in a statement.
Syria’s presidency said on X that
Sharaa and Trump discussed
the bilateral relationship. “the
ways to strengthen and develop
it. as well as a number of regional

and international issues of
common interest.” Unusually
for the normally camera-

friendly Trump. both the arrival
and the meeting of the Syrian
president were taking place

behind closed doors without
the media present. Trump said
last week that Sharaa was doing
a “very good job. It’s a tough
neighborhood. And he’s a tough
guy. But I got along with them
very well and a lot of progress
has been made with Syria.”
Sharaa’s White House visit is
“a hugely symbolic moment
for the country’s new leader.
who thus marks another step in
his astonishing transformation
from militant leader to global
statesman.”  said =~ Michael
Hanna. US program director at
the International Crisis Group.
The interim president met
Trump for the first time in
Saudi Arabia during the US

leader’s regional tour in May. At
the time the 79-year-old Trump
dubbed Sharaa. 43. a “a young.
attractive guy.”

Terror blacklist removal

The US envoy to Syria. Tom
Barrack. said earlier this month
that Sharaa may on Monday
sign an agreement to join the
international US-led alliance
against Daesh.

The United States plans to
establish a military base near
Damascus “to  coordinate
humanitarian aid and observe
developments between Syria
and Israel.” a diplomatic source
in Syria told AFP.

News

US mediator Kushner and Nefanyafu
discuss phase two of Gaza truce

JERUSALEM

US mediator Jared Kushner and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu held talks
Monday on the second phase of the Gaza
ceasefire. as Washington intensified its efforts
to ensure the fragile truce endures.
Netanyahu. meanwhile. said Israel would
enforce the ceasefire in Gaza as well as one in
Lebanon with an “iron fist.”

The truce in Gaza. in effect for a month now.
has largely halted the war that erupted after
Hamas’s surprise attack on Israel on October
7.2023.

During the ongoing first stage. a series of
prisoner and hostage exchanges took place
over recent weeks.

Kushner. the son-in-law of US President
Donald Trump who helped broker the ceasefire.
met Netanyahu in Jerusalem on Monday as
part of US efforts to stabilize the truce and lay
the groundwork for its next phase.

The two discussed some of the most sensitive
aspects of phase two. Israeli government
spokeswoman Shosh Bedrosian told journalists.
“Together the two discussed phase one. which
we are currently still in. to bring our remaining
hostages. and the future of phase two of this
plan. which includes the disarming of Hamas.
demilitarising Gaza and ensuring Hamas will
have no role in the future of Gaza ever again.”
Bedrosian said.

“Phase two also includes the establishment of
the international stabilization force and the
details of which of course together are being
discussed.” Hamas has repeatedly insisted that
relinquishing its weapons is a red line.

Israel and Hamas continue to accuse each
other of violating the ceasefire in Gaza.

Gaza’s health ministry said Israeli forces have
killed at least 242 Palestinians in the territory
since the ceasefire began on October 10.

On Monday. the Israeli military said it killed
two militants who approached the so-called
“Yellow Line.” the boundary beyond which
Israeli forces hold their positions in Gaza.

lobal Anarchy and the Hijacking oi the Zionist Project: llow\
Israel’s Far-Right Course Is Undermining the West’s Moral Order

By Eng. Said B. Masri

The post-Cold War order is
disintegrating. Institutions that once
claimed to embody moral authority
now stagger under the weight of their
own contradictions. In the Middle
East. this collapse of credibility is
starkly visible: the same Western
powers that invoke sovereignty and
human rights in Ukraine turn away
from them in Gaza. The region’s
tragedy has become a mirror
reflecting the West’s ethical erosion
and strategic confusion.

What began as a conflict over land
has evolved into a deeper struggle
over values and legitimacy. The
government led by Benjamin
Netanyahu has effectively confiscated
the Zionist project. transforming
it from a modern-state experiment
into an expansionist enterprise
driven by religious nationalism
and racial supremacy. Its military
campaigns in Gaza. the West Bank.
Syria. and Lebanon no longer even
pretend to pursue security; they seek
domination through devastation.
What was once sold as a project of
national survival has mutated into a
doctrine of permanent siege.

The irony is that this radicalization
threatens not only Palestinians and
their neighbors but also the very
foundations of the Western order that
has enabled it. Each bomb dropped
on Gaza. each settlement expanded
in the West Bank. each incursion into
Syrian or Lebanese territory chips
away at the West’s claim to universal
principles. The far-right ideology of
Netanyahu’s coalition has dragged
Israel—and by extension its Western
allies—into a moral quagmire from
which neither military technology
nor diplomatic spin can escape.

Across Europe and North America.
the reverberations are profound.

Generations that grew up believing
in liberal ideals are questioning the
integrity of their governments and
media. Campuses. editorial boards.
and civic forums are erupting with
dissent. not out of anti-Western
sentiment but out of disillusionment
with hypocrisy. The collapse of
credibility is no longer a Middle
Eastern issue; it is a Western one.

Among Jewish and non-Jewish
intellectuals alike. a remarkable
current of moral resistance is
emerging. Economists such as Jeftrey
Sachs and political realists like John
Mearsheimer have dissected the
self-defeating nature of U.S. and EU
support for perpetual occupation.
warning that moral blindness breeds
strategic decline. Within the Jewish
intellectual tradition itself. figures
like Norman Finkelstein. Ilan
Pappé. Peter Beinart. Naomi Klein.
Bernard Avishai. Judith Butler.
and Susan Neiman articulate an
alternative vision—one rooted in
justice. coexistence. and universal
dignity. Their dissent demonstrates
that rejecting Netanyahu’s ideology
is not anti-Semitism; it is a defense
of the very ethical core that political
Zionism once claimed to uphold.

This awakening is not confined to
academia. Cultural voices. faith
leaders. and rights advocates across
the West increasingly view the
ongoing devastation as incompatible
with democratic values. The images
from Gaza and the West Bank are
no longer distant tragedies but
moral shocks that pierce through
ideological filters. The younger
generation—raised in a world of
instant information and cross-
cultural empathy—has begun to
re-evaluate long-standing alliances.
They are asking questions their
leaders can no longer evade: What

Eng. Said'B Masri
Eormer Minister of
Agriculture, Jjordan

kind of order defends occupation
while preaching freedom? What
credibility remains for international
law when its application depends on
the victim’s identity?

Yet as this moral reckoning unfolds.
the Arab world remains largely
a spectator. It has not built the
intellectual or diplomatic channels
to engage these Western voices or
to transform outrage into a coherent
strategy. Official statements of
condemnation are no substitute for
a sustained campaign of dialogue.
scholarship. and public diplomacy.
In forfeiting this space. Arab
governments allow others—NGOs.
lobbies. or populist movements—to
dominate the narrative and shape
public opinion in their stead.

The missed opportunity is historic.

The West’s crisis of conscience
opens a rare window for re-
framing the Palestinian question
not merely as a regional dispute
but as a universal test of justice. By
allying with the Western thinkers.
activists. and faith leaders who
challenge moral double standards.
the Arab world could reposition
itself from perpetual victimhood
to constructive leadership. Instead
of relying solely on governments.
Arab universities. media. and civil
societies could convene forums that
pair regional voices with Western
intellectuals to draft a shared vision
for peace and coexistence grounded
in law. empathy. and equal dignity.
Such engagement would also
serve Arab interests. The region’s
stability and economic recovery
depend on escaping the cycle of
reaction and victimhood. Re-
investing in intellectual diplomacy—
through cultural centers. academic
collaborations. and policy
dialogues—could shift perceptions
of the Arab world from a theater of
crisis to a partner in global renewal.
The moral authority squandered by
Western hypocrisy can be partially
reclaimed by Arab initiative.

Israel’s current course. meanwhile.
is strategically ruinous. By pursuing
annexation under the banner of
divine entitlement. the Netanyahu
government is isolating Israel not
only from its neighbors but from the
global conscience. Even its Western
allies now face growing domestic
opposition to unconditional support.
The far-right narrative. steeped
in theological exceptionalism. has
turned a nation once admired for its
innovationintoasymbol of repression
and apartheid. This ideological
captivity—where  religious  zeal
overrides political reason—cannot

yield security. It breeds perpetual
conflict and delegitimization.

In geopolitical terms.  the
implications extend far beyond
Israel-Palestine. The visible double
standard in Western foreign policy
erodes its credibility in the Global
South. accelerating the shift toward
multipolarity led by China. Russia.
and emerging regional blocs. When
Western leaders invoke a “rules-
based order.” much of the world
now hears a euphemism for selective
justice. The vacuum of trust that
results invites rival powers to fill the
moral and diplomatic void. reshaping
alliances from the Mediterranean to
the Indian Ocean.

For the West. reclaiming moral
coherence requires more than
cease-fire diplomacy; it demands
confronting the extremism it has
subsidized. For the Arab world.
meeting thismomentrequiresmoving
beyond reactive rhetoric toward
strategic engagement with the global
conscience now awakening. Between
Western disillusionment and Arab
paralysis lies the space for a new
moral alliance—one that recognizes
that the fight for Palestinian dignity
is inseparable from the defense of
global order itself.

If the Arab world seizes this
opportunity. it can transform the
narrative from despair to direction.
from fragmentation to leadership.
But time is not on its side. Every
act of brutality deepens the fracture
between the West’s proclaimed
values and its practiced politics. The
task ahead is not simply to condemn
but to connect: to link Arab moral
legitimacy with Western intellectual
courage. Only then can the world
begin to restore the idea that justice—
universal. indivisible. and humane—
is still possible amid global anarchy.
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