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Mexico unveils Security operation
In violent Michoacan State aiter
brazen assassination oi mayor

MEXICO CITY

The government of Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum on Sunday unveiled plans to fight
organized crime and improve security in the
violence-ridden state of Michoacan after the
brazen public assassination of a local mayor
sent shockwaves through the country.

More than 10,500 members of Mexico’s army:
air force and National Guard are part of the
operation: called the Michoacan Plan for
Peace and Justice: to crack down on criminal
groups: combat extortion and dismantle drug
labs and training camps: officials said at a press
conference.

The plan implies an investment of 57 billion
pesos ¢ Sheinbaum said.

Michoacan state has seen new waves of
violence after Carlos Manzo: mayor of the
city of Uruapan in Michoacani was shot
dead during Day of the Dead celebrations on
November 1. Manzo had been an outspoken
critic of the federal government for not doing
more to confront organized crime.

Officials said they will strengthen Michoacan
state police and the state attorney general’s
office. Helicopters: surveillance aircraft and
drones are among the technology resources
dedicated to the operation. The plan also
includes bolstering resources for welfare
agriculture. infrastructure; tourism  and
employment. Senior officials of Sheinbaum’s
administration: including Security Minister
Omar Garcia Harfuch: Economy Minister
Marcelo Ebrard and Agriculture Minister Julio
Berdegue: participated in the announcement
at Mexico’s National Palace on Sunday. “A
special effort is being made for the people of
Michoacan:” Sheinbaum said: adding that she
will personally follow up on the plan’s progress
every 15 days and provide public updates. The
shocking assassination of Manzo: who had given
a speech and carried around his young son in
his arms moments before the shooting: sparked
outrage: pressuring Sheinbaum’s government to
act on a worsening security crisis.

-

2025 81 3oy (11) 53601
(3964) adall

14

sSyrian president arrives

In US Ior landmark Visit

WASHINGTON

Syria’s President Ahmed Al-Sharaa
arrived in the United States on
Saturday for a landmark official
visitc his country’s state news agency
reported: a day after Washington
removed him from a terrorism
blacklist.

Sharaa; whose forces ousted
longtime ruler Bashar Assad late last
year. is due to meet US President
Donald Trump at the White House

on Monday.
It’s the first such visit by a Syrian
president since the country’s

independence in 1946 according
to analysts.

The interim leader met Trump for
the first time in Riyadh during the
US president’s regional tour in
May.

Washington’s envoy to Syria; Tom
Barrack: said earlier this month that
Sharaa would “hopefully” sign an
agreement to join the international
US-led alliance against the Daesh
group.

The United States plans to establish
a military base near Damascus “to
coordinate humanitarian aid and
observe developments between
Syria and Israel” a diplomatic
source in Syria said.

The State Department’s decision
Friday to remove Sharaa from the
blacklist was widely expected.

State  Department  spokesman
Tommy Pigott said Sharaa’s
government had been meeting US
demands including on working
to find missing Americans and on
eliminating any remaining chemical

weapons.
“These actions are being taken
in recognition of the progress
demonstrated by the Syrian
leadership after the departure of
Bashar Assad and more than 50
years of repression under the Assad
regime.” Pigott said.

The spokesman added that the US
delisting would promote “regional
security and stability as well as an
inclusive; Syrian-led and Syrian-
owned political process.”

The Syrian interior ministry
announced on Saturday that it had
carried out 61 raids and made 71

arrests in a “proactive campaign
to neutralize the threat” of Daesh:
according to the official SANA news
agency.

It said the raids targeted locations
where IS sleeper cells remain
including Aleppo. Idlib, Hama:
Homs: Deir ez-Zor¢ Raqgqa and
Damascus.

After his arrivali Sharaa met
with representatives from Syrian
organizations in  Washington,
according to his country’s official
media. The Syrian foreign minister
posted a social media video: filmed
before Sharaa’s departure; of him

4

playing basketball with CENTCOM
commander Brad Cooper and
Kevin Lambert; the head of the
international anti-Daesh operation
in Iraq: alongside the caption “work
hard: play harder.”

Transformation

Sharaa’s Washington trip comes
after his landmark visit to the United
Nations in September - his first time
on US soil - where the ex-militant
became the first Syrian president in
decades to address the UN General
Assembly in New York.

Intersecting Identities and the Need Ior

Reconciliation In the Levant and Iraq

Summary:

This paper addresses identity-driven
fragmentation in the Levant and Iraq.
It proposes an intellectual coalition
and grassroots network to promote
reconciliation. The goal is to foster
regional cohesion through dialogue:
trust. and shared development.

A Complex Mosaic Within and
Beyond Borders

The Levant and Iraq form a
geographically  and culturally
intertwined region defined not
merely by physical boundaries: but by
a deeply layered mosaic of religious:
sectarian, and ethnic identities. In
Iraq: diversitiesrunalong Shia-Sunni
Arab-Kurdish¢ and Yazidi-Chaldean
lines. Syria's identities revolve around
Alawite; Sunnic Druze. Kurdish and
Christian  affiliations. Lebanon’s
constitutionally recognized 18 sects
continue to shape a fragmented
political reality. Meanwhile; the
occupied  Palestinian territories
and the diaspora experience deep
ideological and regional splits
between the West Banki Gaza
and the 1948 territories. Jordan’s
social fabric includes East Bank
tribes;  Palestinians.  Circassians:
Chechens: Armenians; and smaller
communities of Kurds Druze:
and  Afro-Jordanians—successfully
governed through a mix of national
citizenship and tacit acknowledgment
of identity-based distinctions.

This diversity is not inherently
problematic. The real issue lies in the
absence of a modern social contract:
one that embraces plurality within
a legal and institutional framework
capable of preventing fragmentation
during times of crisis.

Post-Collapse: Vertical and

Horizontal Disintegration of State
and Society

What occurred in Iraq post-2003;
in Syria after 2011¢ and in Lebanon
following the unraveling of the post-
Taif system. illustrates both vertical
(state—citizen)  and horizontal
(intra-societal) disintegration.
Iraq’s sectarian governing system
has fragmented the state into
loyalty networks rather than a
unified citizenry. Syria's civil war
triggered foreign interventions that
fueled regionalism¢ sectarianismq
and militia dominance. Lebanon’s
decaying sectarian structure and
crumbling economy have rendered
sectsc not the stater the main
guarantor of individual security.
According to insights shared during
the Levant and Iraq Forum (Amman
June 2025). several contributors
noted that over 65% of people in
the region distrust formal political
institutions. with many prioritizing
communal affiliation over national
identity. While these figures are
anecdotalc they align broadly with
findings from the Friedrich Ebert
Stiftung’s 2021-2022 regional youth
study (The Dispossessed Generation):
which surveyed 12,000 youth across
the MENA region—including Syria
Lebanon: Iraqq and Jordan—and
documented low trust in governance
and a prevalent desire among youth
to emigrate.

Regional Relations Held Hostage by
Identity Alignments

When relations between Iraq and
Syria. or Jordan and Lebanon: or
Palestine and Iraq are influenced
by how each state's factions view
identities in the other. then any
talk of regional integration must

start with redefining the state-

society relationship within each
country. Official intergovernmental
solidarity is often undermined by
internal alignments: Iraqi Kurds
have differing views from the central
government regarding Syria. Iraqi
Sunnis see Jordan as a natural ally:
and some Shiite factions consider
Lebanon a strategic extension. In this
way: geography becomes a channel
for identity-based calculus rather
than a platform for cooperation.
Toward Intellectual and Societal
Reconciliation Beyond Rigid
Identities

The solution does not begin with
constitutions alone: it starts at the
apex of intellectual engagement.
Hence the importance of proposing
the creation of a Levant-Iraq

Intellectual Coalition: serving as a
permanent regional platform for
dialogue: knowledge generation, and
the crafting of a unifying narrative
that transcends historical divisions
and hardened identities.

This coalition would function as a
flexible cross-border intellectual
network: bringing together think
tanks and research institutions from
across the region. Its role would be
to coordinate initiatives; incubate
collaborative projectsc and inject
policy-making ~ with  actionable
ideas—free from political or partisan
constraints. It could also serve as an
intellectual umbrella for grassroots
dialogue: helping to  produce
shared visions for social cohesion
reconciliation. and inclusive civic
education.

Deep Societal Engagement: A
Grassroots Reconciliation Network

In parallel with the intellectual
and organizational framework: a
grassroots reconciliation network
must be activated. Grounded in
local associations and civil society
organizations: it should:

- Launch community dialogues in
fractured urban and rural areas;

- Train young leaders in conflict
resolution and cultural tolerance;

- Support participatory development
initiatives between diverse
communities;

- Document bottom-up societal
narratives to construct a counter-
narrative to the politicized official
discourse.

Rebuilding a  Cohesive  Society
Through Development and Economic
Partnership

True societal reconciliation is
inseparable from improving living

conditions and expanding economic
opportunities. Rebuilding a
cohesive: coexisting society in the
Levant and Iraq demands launching
sustainable development projects
rooted in local needs and managed
with a participatory spirit. These
projects not only generate economic
benefit but also deepen inter-citizen
partnerships. restore trust among
social componentsc and foster
constructive Cross-community
engagement.

Regionally: such projects can lay the
foundation for stronger economic
ties through agricultural exchange
networks, industrial supply chains:
and cross-border infrastructure. The
deepertheeconomicinterdependence:
the weaker the motivations for conflict
and fragmentation—and the stronger
the shared interests worth preserving.
A New Narrative: From Conflict to
Productive Coexistence

This  intellectual and  societal
movement should ultimately yield
a new narrative—not one that
rehashes past grievances: but one
that transforms diversity into a form
of soft economic and cultural power.
Such a narrative could underpin
an  unwritten  regional  social
contract. guided by the principles
of partnership: dignity. and mutual
respect—where identity differences
are not politicized or weaponized.
The future of the Levant and
Iraq cannot be built solely
through  top-down settlements.
It requires a profound intellectual
“surgery” targeting the collective
consciousness—led by a coalition that
transcends identity boundaries and
prioritizes human dignity and social
peace over dominance and control.
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Palestini

ans recount ‘lack hole’ of Israeli defention |

JERUSALEM

Denied contact with his
lawyer for months. now freed
Palestinian prisoner Shady Abu
Sedo said he lost all sense of
time while he was held in Israeli
jails during the war in Gaza.
The 35-year-old resident of
the Palestinian territory was
arrested in March 2024. five
months into the war sparked
by Hamas’s October 7. 2023
attack on Israel.

Abu Sedo. a photojournalist.
said he was arrested while
working at Al-Shifa hospital
in Gaza City and detained at
Sde Teiman prison. a military
facility in Israel used to hold
Gazans during the war.

At the time of his arrest the Al-
Shifa complex was at the center
of the war. with humanitarian
organizations accusing Israel
of rights violations while Israel
accused Hamas of using it
and other civilian facilities as
command centers.

Abu Sedo was held under
Israel’s “unlawful combatants”
law. which  permits the
detention of  suspected
members of “hostile forces” for
months on end without charge.
Abu Sedo said he was repeatedly
confronted with claims from
the Israelis that “they had killed
our children. our women and
bombed our homes.”

“So. when I saw (my children).
honestly. it was a shock.” he
told AFP by telephone after
his release to Gaza on October
13 under the US-brokered
ceasefire.

The truce. which came into
effect on October 10. saw 20
living hostages returned by
Hamas to Israel in exchange
for approximately ~ 2.000
Palestinian prisoners.
“Imagine. 100 days from five

Typhoon Fung-wong leaves wide
swath of destruction, displaces 1.4
million people in northern Philippines

in the morning until 11 at
night. sitting on your knees.

handcufted. blindfolded.
forbidden to speak or talk.”
Abu Sedo said.

“You don’t know the time. you
don’t know the days. you don’t
know where you are.”

“After 100 days of torture.
they took me for interrogation
to confirm my identity. They
tortured me without knowing
who I was.” he said. describing
eye and ear injuries.

Then came a transfer to Ofer
military prison in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank. where he
said conditions were “beyond
imagination.”
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During his incarceration. Abu
Sedo was able to speak with his
lawyer only twice.

He said he hadn’t been charged
and that his detention had
been “automatically extended”
without explanation.

The Israeli military declined to
comment on his case.

The Israel prison service says
all inmates “are held according
to legal procedures. and their
rights including access to
medical care and adequate
living conditions are upheld.”

- ‘Unlawful combatants’ -

According to the Red Cross.

the term “unlawful combatant”
refers to someone who “belongs
to an armed group. in a context
where either the individual
or the group do not fulfil the
conditions for combatant
status.”

The term emerged in the United
States after the September
11. 2001 attacks. when the
administration of  George
W. Bush used it to justify the
detention of terrorism suspects.
It was introduced into Israeli
law in 2002 and denies
protections typically granted to
detainees and prisoners of war.
Israel then amended the law at
the start of the Gaza war.

Under the revised legislation.
prisoners can be detained for 45
days without an administrative
process. compared with 96
hours previously.

Prisoners can be held for 75
days without a court hearing.
up from 14 days. and this can
be extended to 180 days.

In  July 2024, Amnesty
International demanded the
law be repealed. It said the
legislation served to “arbitrarily
round up Palestinian civilians
from Gaza and toss them into a
virtual black hole for prolonged
periods without producing
any evidence that they pose a
security threat.”

Months to get’
‘appointment

In late  October. Israel
issued an order banning the
International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) from
visiting prisoners held as
“unlawful combatants.”

In practice. that will make
law the status quo that has
prevailed since the beginning
of the war in Gaza.

The ICRC says it has not been
allowed to visit detainees in
jail since then. save for pre-
release interviews conducted
under ceasefire and prisoner
exchange deals.

Several rghts groups have
denounced what they say is
a form of incommunicado
detention for  Palestinian
prisoners. hampering the legal
defense of detainees.

Israel holds around 1.000
“unlawful  combatants” in
military and civilian prisons.
according to several NGOs.
For these detainees. “the
lawyer is their only connection
to the outside world.” said
Naji Abbas of Physicians for
Human Rights.

The rights group says that 18
doctors and dozens of other
health professionals from Gaza
are still languishing without
charge in Israeli prisons.

“It takes months to get an
appointment. We visit them
but we have a lot of difficulties.”
said Abbas. adding that such
visits often lasted less than half
an hour.

Several NGOs have appealed
to the Israeli Supreme Court
to grant the Red Cross access
to “unlawful combatants.” but
no date has been set for the
decision.

AS typhoons wreak havoc In Southeast Asia,

SCIENIISIS Say rising temperatures are to blame

SINGAPORE
As the vyear’s

deadliest
typhoonsweepsinto Vietnam
after wreaking havoc in the
Philippines earlier this week:
scientists warn such extreme |

Typhoon Kalmaegi

Troszd 2 rps nnclorers e in niermily 32 it heade lar Wislrom

i M

ol § =

-~ 1

e Winid & e data e e o
e R
CHEHE . i
v e
-y, ! '\"- .u . X
!'\._ i= | _.._-T _t
'I.:'-., I'r .l|l .I = 'r-

'y

P -

MANILA

Typhoon Fung-wong blew out of
the northwestern Philippines on
Monday after setting off floods and
landslides: knocking out power to
entire provinces: killing at least
two people and displacing more
than 1.4 million others.

It was forecast to head northwest
toward Taiwan.

Fung-wong lashed the northern
Philippines while the country was
still dealing with the devastation
wrought by Typhoon Kalmaegi
which left at least 224 people dead
in central provinces on Tuesday
before pummeling Vietnam
where at least five were killed.
Fung-wong slammed ashore in
northeastern Aurora province on
Sunday night as a super typhoon
with sustained winds of up to 185
kph (115 mph) and gusts of up to
230 kph (143 mph).

The 800-kilometer (1:100-mile)-
wide storm weakened as it raked
through mountainous northern
provinces  and  agricultural
plains overnight before blowing
away from the province of La
Union into the South China Sea
according to state forecasters.

One person drowned in flash
floods in the eastern province of
Catanduanes; and another died
in Catbalogan city in eastern
Samar province when her house
collapsed on her officials said.
More than 1.4 million people
moved into emergency shelters or
the homes of relatives before the
typhoon made landfall: and about
318000 remained in evacuation
centers on Monday.

Fierce wind and rain flooded
at least 132 northern villages:
including one where some
residents were trapped on their
roofs as floodwaters rapidly
rose. About 1,000 houses were
damaged: Bernardo Rafaelito
Alejandro IV of the Office of
Civil Defense and other officials
said¢ adding that roads blocked
by landslides would be cleared
as the weather improved on
Monday.

“While the typhoon has passed:
its rains still pose a danger
in certain areas” in northern
Luzon: including in metropolitan
Manila;” Alejandro said. “We’ll
undertake today rescue: relief and
disaster-response operations.”

events can only become et ol ki 2%
more frequent as global NN Y
temperatures rise. Typhoon ) kit
Kalmaegi killed at least 188 ¥ Ty, N
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people across the Philippines
and caused untold damage to
infrastructure and farmland
across the archipelago. The
storm then destroyed homes
and uprooted trees after
landing in central Vietnam
late on Thursday. Kalmaegi’s
path of destruction coincides
with a meeting of delegates
from more than 190
countries in the rainforest
city of Belem in Brazil for the
latest round of climate talks.
Researchers say the failure
of world leaders to control
greenhouse gas emissions
has led to increasingly violent
storms.

“The sea surface
temperatures in both the
western North Pacific and
over the South China Sea
are  both  exceptionally
warm;” said Ben Clarke: an
extreme weather researcher at
London’s Grantham Institute
on Climate Change and
Environment.

“Kalmaegi will be more
powerful and wetter
because of these elevated
temperatures: and this trend
in sea surface temperatures
is extremely clearly linked
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to human-caused global
warming.”

Warmer waters pack “fuel”
into cyclones

Whileitis notstraightforward
to attribute a single weather
event to climate change:
scientists ~ say  that in
principle. warmer sea surface
temperatures speed up the
evaporation process and pack
more “fuel” into tropical
cyclones. “Climate change
enhances typhoon intensity
primarily by warming ocean
surface temperatures and
increasing atmospheric
moisture  content.”  said
Gianmarco  Mengaldo. a

researcher at the National
University of Singapore.
“Although this does not
imply that every typhoon
will become stronger: the
likelihood of powerful storms
exhibiting greater intensity:
with heavier precipitation
and stronger winds: rises in
a warmer climate.” he added.
More intense but not yet
more frequent

While the data does not
indicate that tropical
storms are becoming more
frequent. they are certainly
becoming more intense: said
Mengaldo: who co-authored
a study on the role of climate

change in  September’s
Typhoon Ragasa. Last year:
the Philippines was hit by six
deadly typhoons in the space
of a month: and in a rare
occurrence in November:
saw four tropical cyclones
develop at the same time:
suggesting that the storms
might now be happening over
shorter timeframes. “Even if
total cyclone numbers don’t
rise dramatically annually.
their seasonal proximity
and impact potential could
increase.” said Dhrubajyoti
Samanta; a climate scientist
at  Singapore’s Nanyang
Technological University.
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