PIF Governor opens - Israeli planes
FII9, says over $250bn ~ strike Gaza in test
in deals signed since - of US-brokered
platform was launched - ceasefire
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Germany to give more
' than $1 billion for

~ Holocaust survivors'
home carein 2026
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Chma says it
“absolutely will
' not' rule out use of
' force over Taiwan

SADA AL-SHAAB DAILY NEWSPAPER
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Myanmar Invites foreign media
coverage ol junta-run election

YANGON

International media will be allowed
to cover Myanmar’s upcoming junta-
run polls. election authorities said
Wednesday. an apparent invitation for
foreign press to scrutinize the deeply
disputed vote.

Myanmar’s junta has “shattered the
media landscape” with censorship and
intimidation since staging a 2021 coup
that sparked a civil war. Reporters
Without Borders says.

Local journalists bore the brunt of the
crackdown while foreign media quit the
country en masse. with AFP the only
international news agency maintaining a
full in-country bureau.

The junta has touted polls starting
December 28 as a path to peace. but
the vote will be boycotted in rebel-held
enclaves and monitors are dismissing it
as a ploy to disguise continuing military
rule.

The junta-stacked Union Election
Commission said in a statement “both
local and international news media will
be allowed to cover” the election. due to
unfold in phases over a matter of weeks.
The junta-run information ministry
“will scrutinize and endorse eligible
international media organizations.” said
the notice in state newspaper The Global
New Light of Myanmar.

It is not clear what that process will entail
and which media outlets will be approved
for access to a country which has been
largely cut-off by the military coup.
Myanmar’s medialandscape blossomed
during its decade-long democratic
thaw. with new domestic outlets
springing up and foreign journalists
rushing in.

Since the military took back power many
of those outlets have shut. moved to
rebel-held areas or operate from exile in
neighboring Thailand.

Myanmar ranked third among the
world’s leading jailers of journalists in
2024. according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists.

Rights groups have said the election
cannot be legitimate with democratic
figurehead Aung San Suu Kyi deposed
and jailed in the coup. and her vastly
popular National League for Democracy
party dissolved.

Protesting against the poll has been made
punishable by up to a decade in prison.
Diplomatic sources have told AFP the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) will not send election observers
for the vote.

Numerous rights groups lobbied the
11-nation bloc to hold back monitors.
lest they lend legitimacy to a vote which
they say will be neither free nor fair.

Trump’s decision (o Send aircrafl carrier (o South
America will leave Mideast and Europe with none

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump’s decision to
shift the nation’s most advanced aircraft
carrier to South America in his campaign
against drug cartels is pulling the ship
out of the Mediterranean Sea at a time
when a tenuous ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas has been threatened by new
strikes in Gaza.

The US is set to be in the fairly unusual
position of having only a single aircraft
carrier deployed and none in the waters
oftf both Europe and the Middle East.
The change is especially stark after the
US joined Israeli strikes on Iran in June
and has engaged in some of the most
intense combat operations since World
War II against Yemen’s Houthi rebels
in the Red Sea. Aircraft carriers. with
their thousands of sailors and dozens
of warplanes. have long been recognized
as one of the ultimate signifiers of US
military might and the nation’s foreign
policy priorities. There have been five
carrier deployments to the Middle East
since the Hamas-led attack on Israel on
Oct. 7.2023. including two carriers in the
region at multiple points thisyearandlast.

Thenew orders for the USS Gerald R. Ford
illustrate the Trump administration’s
increasing focus on the Western
Hemisphere and mark a major escalation
of firepower as the US military ramps up
fatal strikes on alleged drug boats. With a
buildup of warships. aircraft and troops
already in the region. Trump himself has
signaled what could be next.

Speaking from another aircraft carrier.
the USS George Washington. in its home
port of Japan. Trump noted the US
attacks at sea and reiterated that “now
we'll stop the drugs coming in by land.”
Mark Cancian. a senior adviser with the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies and a retired Marine colonel.
questioned how long the Ford would be
able to remain in South America. when
only three of the 11 US aircraft carriers
are typically out to sea.

“It's such a powerful and scarce
resource. there will be a lot of pressure
to do something or send it elsewhere.”
Cancian said. “You can imagine the
peace negotiations breaking down in the
eastern Mediterranean or something
happening with Iran.”

2025 Jg¥1 (9 5 (30) sl

(3952) adall ‘ 14

PIF Governor opens FII9, says over $250bn
in deals signed Since platiorm was launched

=i |

RIYADH

More than $250 billion
in deals have been signed
through  the  Future
Investment Initiative
platform since its launch
less than a decade ago.
according to Yasir Al-
Rumayyan. governor of
the Public Investment
Fund and chairman of the
FII Institute.

Opening  the  ninth
edition in Riyadh. he said
this year’s gathering seeks
to elevate the initiative’s
global effectiveness.
Al-Rumayyan described
FII as the world’s largest
forum convening leaders.
decision-makers. and
investors to influence the
trajectory of the global

economy. Al Arabiya
reported.

He said attendees
from government
and the private sector
collectively represent
significant capital and
responsibility. alongside
greater opportunities

to help shape economic
outcomes.

Al-Rumayyan urged
participants to act with
that  responsibility in
mind and to capitalize on
the opportunities at hand.
Over the past year. he

noted. investor  and
corporate ambitions
have shifted amid
rapid economic and

technological change.
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He argued traditional
economic models are
no longer sufficient and
called for governments
and businesses to operate
as true partners to
advance a new model of
international cooperation
and global prosperity.
PIF servesasacornerstone
of  Saudi Arabia’s
Vision 2030 economic
transformation strategy.
driving  diversification
and sustainable growth
beyond the oil sector.

As one of the world’s
largest sovereign wealth
funds. PIF  manages
assets exceeding $1.15
trillion. up from about
$925 billion a year
earlier. according to
official data.

The fund’s investments
span multiple sectors
and geographies.
with a growing
focus on technology.
infrastructure. and green
energy.

PIF’s mandate aligns with
the Kingdom’s broader
ambition to position Saudi
Arabia as a leading global
investment destination.
supported by large-scale
projects and international
partnerships designed to
accelerate non-oil gross
domestic product growth.
Al-Rumayyan said FII
has become the venue
where  global leaders
and investors discuss

shared opportunities and
challenges.

He pointed to a widening
gap between individuals’
optimism about their
personal futures and
their pessimism about the
world’s outlook. adding
that  technology can
help bridge this divide if
deployed inclusively.
Hecautioned thatartificial
intelligence could widen
educational  disparities
unless governed fairly
and responsibly.

He identified inequality
as a major impediment to
human progress and cited
expectations that around
10 percent of the global
population could be
living in extreme poverty
by 2025.

Nonetheless. he
expressed confidence
that the leaders gathered
at FII can convert
today’s challenges into
opportunities that benefit
society.

Addressing Saudi Vision
2030. Al-Rumayyan
said the program
has set a new global
benchmark for economic
transformation.

He noted foreign direct
investment  in  the
Kingdom has grown 24
percent to $31.7 billion.
and said Saudi Arabia has
emerged as a major global
destination.  supported
by its megaprojects and

preparations to host Expo
2030 and the 2034 FIFA
World Cup.

He wurged that true
wealth is measured by
the prosperity of people
rather than numbers. and
encouraged participants
to use the three-day
forum to forge cross-
border partnerships that

unlock  transformative
opportunities for the
benefit of humanity.

Richard  Attias. acting
CEO of the FII Institute.
highlighted the growing
scale and inclusivity of
this year’s edition. which
brought together more
than 9.000 participants.
including delegates.
members. and media
representatives from
around the world.

He emphasized that the
2025 program builds on
the institute’s mission
to foster collaboration
across  sectors. with
discussions centered on
artificial intelligence.
health. and  human
development under
the theme “The Key to
Prosperity.”

Attias said: “Our dream
at the inception of FII
Institute was simple: to
bring together world
decision makers not
to compete but to
collaborate. not just to
talk about the future. but
to shape the future.”

Germany to give more than $1 billion Ior
Holocaust survivors’ home care in 2026

BERLIN

The organization that handles
claims on behalf of Jews who
suffered under the Nazis said
Wednesday that Germany
has agreed to extend another
$1.076 billion (923.9 million
euros) for Holocaust survivors *
home care around the globe for
the coming year.

The  compensation  was
negotiated with Germany’s
finance ministry and is the
largest budget for frail and
vulnerable Holocaust survivor
home care in the organization’s
history.

“This historic increase to
home care funding reflects
the complex and growing
needs of Holocaust survivors
worldwide.”  said  Gideon
Taylor. thepresidentofthe New
York-based Conference on
Jewish Material Claims Against

Germany. also referred to as
the Claims Conference.
“While we are losing survivors
at a rapid pace each year.
those who remain are older.
frailer and in greater need
than ever before.” Taylor said
in a written statement. “This
budget is critical in providing
each of them the opportunity
to age in place. a dignity that
was stolen from them in their
youth.”

The average age of survivors
receiving home care through
Claims Conference funding
has increased from 86 in 2018
to 88.5 in 2024. Data collected
by the organization show that
survivors are experiencing
more complicated health needs
and increased disability. with
the number of survivors who
qualify for full-time assistance
due to extreme disability —

such as Alzheimer’s disease.

Parkinson’s  disease  and
dementia — hasnearly doubled
during that time period.
Additionally. the Hardship
Fund Supplemental payments.
which ~ were  previously
guaranteed to be paid annually
to eligible Holocaust survivors
until 2027. have been extended
through 2028 at an amount of
€1.450 per survivor. impacting
more than 127.000 Holocaust
survivors globally.

The Claims  Conference
projected in  April that
approximately 200.000
survivors are still alive. most
of them living in Israel. the
United States and Europe. but
also scattered all over the globe.
Also. righteous rescuers -
non-Jews who risked their
lives to save Jews during
the Holocaust — currently
receiving a monthly pension
from the Claims Conference.
will be eligible to receive

home care similar to that
provided to Jewish survivors.
allowing them to live their
final years with dignity in
their own homes. the group
announced.

Colette Avital. a Holocaust
survivor and member of
the  Claims  Conference
negotiation delegation. said
that “it is deeply meaningful
that. 80 years after the
liberation.  the German
government maintains  its
responsibility to those who
suffered and survived.”

“Every survivor — and every
rescuer — deserves to live with
dignity and to be seen. heard
and cared for.” Avital added.
Holocaust education funding
was also extended through
2029. for a total funding of
€175 million.

The funding comes at a

time when knowledge of the
Holocaust is declining and
antisemitism is sharply on the
rise. The funding for education
programs will include
initiatives for teacher training.
academic research and mass-
market mediums. like film.
gaming and virtual reality
experiences that have a greater
potential to reach a wider.
more mainstream audience.
the group said.

“It is imperative that we invest
in the future of Holocaust
education while we still have
living witnesses who can share
their firsthand testimonies of
survival.” said Greg Schneider.
the executive vice president of
the Claims Conference.

“This is our moral obligation to
the survivors of the Holocaust
and to the 6 million who were
murdered.”
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President Ahmad Al-haraa
discusses Syria’s economic
recovery with Saudi ministers

LONDON

President of the Syrian Arab Republic Ahmad
Al-Sharaa and Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan explored ways to enhance
and develop cooperation across various fields
during a meeting in Riyadh.

Al-Sharaa arrived in Saudi Arabia on
Tuesday to participate in the ninth Future
Investment Initiative conference. which runs
until Thursday and gathers world leaders and
ministers.

The two parties also discussed opportunities for
economic cooperation in the energy. industry.
infrastructure. and technology sectors. as Syria
aspires to achieve economic stability. the Saudi
Press Agency reported.

Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad Hassan Al-
Shaibani. and Dr. Musaed bin Mohammed
Al-Aiban. the Saudi minister of state and
member of the Council of Ministers. attended
the meeting.

In a separate meeting. Al-Sharaa discussed
various aspects of security collaboration.
economic cooperation. and regional and
international development with Saudi Minister
of Interior Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud bin Naif.
He also met Minister of Investment Khalid Al-
Falih. along with Al-Shaibani and the Syrian
Minister of Economy Mohammad Nidal Al-
Shaar. to discuss investment. development.
and reconstruction partnerships with Saudi
Arabia. as well as efforts to support Syria’s
economic recovery.

Al-Sharaa is to speak at the FII9 conference
and meet representatives from international
investment firms to discuss cooperation and
regional economic growth.

The official visit includes discussions with
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.
according to the Syrian Arab News Agency.
Launched in 2017. the FII — often referred
to as “Davos in the Desert” — has become a
key platform for Saudi Arabia to showcase its
economic diversification strategy under Vision
2030. This year’s event. which runs until Oct.
30. brings together global policymakers.
investors. and corporate leaders to discuss
trends shaping the world economy and explore
partnerships across emerging industries.

Vice President Vance Says (roops
Will be paid as pressure builds
on Congress fo end (he Shutdown

WASHINGTON

Vice President JD Vance said Tuesday he
believes US military members will be paid at the
end of the week. though he did not specify how
the Trump administration will reconfigure
funding as pain from the second-longest
shutdown spreads nationwide.
The funding fight in Washington gained new
urgency this week as millions of Americans
face the prospect of losing food assistance.
more federal workers miss their first full
paycheck and recurring delays at airports snarl
travel plans. “We do think that we can continue
paying the troops. at least for now.” Vance told
reporters after lunch with Senate Republicans
at the Capitol. “We've got food stamp benefits
that are set to run out in a week. We're trying to
keep as much open as possible. We just need the
Democrats to actually help us out.”
The vice president reaffirmed Republicans’
strategy of trying to pick off a handful of
Senate Democrats to vote for stopgap funding
to reopen the government. But nearly a month
into the shutdown. it hasn’t worked. Just before
Vance’s visit. a Senate vote on legislation to
reopen the government failed for the 13th time.
Federal employee union calls for end to
shutdown The strain is building on Democratic
lawmakers to end the impasse. That was
magnified by the nation’s largest federal
employee union. which on Monday called on
Congress to immediately pass a funding bill and
ensure workers receive full pay.

-

Israell planes strike Gaza In
test ol US-brokered ceaselire

JERUSALEM/,;CAIRO

Israeli planes launched strikes
in Gaza on Tuesday after Israel
accused the militant group
Hamas of violating a ceasefire
in the Palestinian territory.
the latest test of a fragile deal
brokered earlier this month by
US President Donald Trump.
At least nine people were killed
in the strikes. including four in
Gaza City’s Sabra neighborhood
and five in a car targeted in
Khan Younis. according to
local health authorities.

The Israeli military did not
immediately comment on the
strikes. the latest violence in a
three-week-old ceasefire and
which followed a statement
by Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s  office  saying
he had ordered immediate
“powerful attacks.”

The statement did not give a
specific reason for the attacks
but an Israeli military official
said Hamas had violated the
ceasefire by carrying out an
attack against Israeli forces in an
area of the enclave that is under
Israeli control.

“This is yet another blatant
violation of the ceasefire.” the
official said.

The  US-backed  ceasefire
agreement went into effect on
October 10. halting two years of
war that was triggered by deadly
Hamas-led attacks on Israel on
October 7. 2023. and that has
devastated the narrow coastal
strip.

Both sides have accused each
other of ceasefire violations.

US Vice President JD Vance.
part of a parade of Trump
administration officials who
visited Israel last week. said that
despite the latest flare-up. “the
ceasefire is holding.”

“That  doesn’t mean that
there aren’t going to be little
skirmishes here and there.”
he told reporters on Capitol
Hill. “We know that Hamas
or somebody else within Gaza
attacked an (Israeliy soldier.
We expect the Israelis are going
to respond. but I think the
president’s peace is going to
hold despite that.”

Earlier on Tuesday. Israeli
media reported an exchange of
fire between Israeli forces and
Hamas fighters in the southern
Gaza city of Rafah. The Israeli
military did not respond to a
request for comment on the
reports.

Hamas denied responsibility
for an attack on Israeli forces
in Rafah. The group also said
in a statement that it remained

committed to the ceasefire deal

in Gaza.

Tuesday’s strikes on Gaza City
followed what Israel called a
“targeted strike” on Saturday
on a person in central Gaza who
it said was planning to attack
Israeli troops.

Netanyahu accuses Hamas of
violating ceasefire

Netanyahu said earlier on
Tuesday that Hamas had
violated the ceasefire by turning
over some wrong remains in a
process of returning the bodies
of hostages to Israel.

Netanyahu said the remains
handed over on Monday
belonged to Ofir Tzarfati. an
Israeli killed during Hamas’
October 7. 2023. attack.
Tzarfati’s remains had already
been partially retrieved by
Israeli troops during the war.
Hamas initially said in response
to this that it would hand over
to Israel on Tuesday the body
of a missing hostage found in
a tunnel in Gaza. However.
Hamas’ armed wing. Al-
Qassam Brigades. said later it
would postpone the planned
handover. citing what it said
were Israel’s violations of the
ceasefire.

Hamas said Netanyahu was
looking for excuses to back
away from Israel’s obligations.
Under the ceasefire terms.
Hamas released all living
hostages in return for nearly
2.000 Palestinian convicts and
wartime detainees. while Israel
pulled back its troops and halted
its offensive.

Search for hostage bodies

Hamas has also agreed to hand
over the remains of all dead
hostages yet to be recovered.
but has said it will take time to
locate and retrieve the bodies

amid Gaza’s ruins. Israel says
the militant group can access the
remains of most of the hostages.
The issue has become one of
the main sticking points in the
ceasefire. which Trump saysheis
watching closely. He has touted
the truce and hostage-prisoner
exchange deal as one of the top
foreign policy achievements of
his second term.

The Israeli strike that killed
three people in Gaza City was
on a residential building. and
an area close to Shifa hospital.
the largest operational hospital
in northern Gaza. was also hit.
according to Gaza officials.
witnesses and Hamas media.
The search for hostage bodies
stepped up over the past
few days after the arrival of
heavy machinery from Egypt.
Bulldozers were working in
Khan Younis on Tuesday. in the
southern Gaza Strip. and further
north in Nuseirat. as Hamas
fighters deployed around them.
Some of the bodies are believed
to be in Hamas’ network of
tunnels running below Gaza.
Witnesses in Khan Younis said
the Egyptian teams. working
with armed Hamas fighters.
were digging deep near the
Qatari-funded Hamad Housing
City in the western side of Khan
Younis. reaching tunnel shafts.
Reuters images showed an
excavation a dozen or so meters
below the surface. with Hamas
men at the bottom of the trench
next to a tunnel opening in an
apparent search for bodies.
Gaza health authorities say
68.000 people are confirmed
killed in the Israeli strikes and
thousands more are missing.
Israel launched the war after
Hamas-led fighters stormed
through southern Israel. killing
1.200 people and bringing 251
hostages back to Gaza.

China says it ‘absolutely will not’
rule out use of iorce over Talwan

BEIJING,TAIPEI

China “absolutely willnot” rule
out using force over Taiwan.
a government spokesperson
said on Wednesday. striking
a much tougher tone than a
series of articles in state media
this week that pledged benign
rule if the island comes over to

Beijing.
China. which views
democratically governed

Taiwan as its own territory. has
never renounced use of force to
“reunify” with the island.

But the policy is not often
directly voiced in public and
did not appear in three Xinhua
news agency commentaries
this week about Taiwan. one
of which mapped out how

“patriots” could rule the island
after  “reunification” and
promised Taiwan’s existing
social system and way of life
would be respected.

Peng Qing’en. a spokesperson
for China’s Taiwan Affairs
Office. told a regular news
conference in Beijing that
peaceful “reunification” under
the “one country. two systems”
model is the fundamental
approach to “resolving the
Taiwan issue.”

“We are willing to create ample
space for peaceful reunification
and will spare no effort to
pursue this prospect with the
utmost sincerity.” he said.
“However. we absolutely will
not renounce the use of force

and reserve the option to take
all necessary measures.”

China’s top official in charge
of Taiwan policy. the ruling
Communist  Party’s  fourth
ranked leader Wang Huning.
did not mention force in a
key policy speech on Saturday.
that instead focused on how
both sides would benefit from
“reunification.”

China’s renewed push on an
autonomy model for Taiwan.
which no major Taiwanese
political party supports and
the government in Taipei has
repeatedly denounced. comes
ahead of a meeting in Thursday
between US President Donald
Trump and Chinese President
Xi Jinping.

News

Redional Spanish leader under
lire year aiter deadly floods

MADRID

One year after historic floods killed 229 people
in Valencia. the Spanish region’s leader Carlos
Mazon has faced mounting criticism over
his handling of the disaster and defied calls to
resign.

Theeasternregionborderingthe Mediterranean
had woken up under the highest red alert for
torrential rain on October 29 last year.

But for five hours. the conservative Mazon.
51. was absent from the front line of an
emergency response widely condemned as
inadequate.

Above all. the late sending of a mass telephone
alert to residents at 8:11 p.m. sparked fierce
scrutiny of his agenda and a debate about
whether that delayed potentially life-saving
action.

“If Mazon had really been where he should have
been. the alarm would have arrived on time.”
leftist MP Agueda Mico. of the regionalist
Compromis party. said on Tuesday.

Regions are primarily  responsible
for managing emergencies in Spain’s
decentralized political system. but Mazon
has denied accusations of dereliction of duty
during the country’s deadliest natural disaster
in decades.

“I did not switch off my mobile. I was not
unreachable. I did not lack coverage. I did
not lose interest. nor was I lost.” he told local
newspaper Las Provincias in a rare interview
since the tragedy.

According to the Levante newspaper. a
colleague told Mazon there were already
“many deaths” when he arrived in the evening
at the seat of the regional government after a
lengthy lunch.

Mazon resumed work at 7:45 p.m. and joined a
critical emergency services meeting at around
8:30 pm. shortly after the telephone alert had
been sent.

But the warning was too little. too late: muddy
floodwater was already gushing through towns
south of Valencia city and claiming lives.

- Shifting narrative -

Mazon said he spent four of his five hours of
absence having lunch with a journalist to offer
her a job.

This came after he had initially claimed to
have eaten with a representative of Valencian
businesses. but the person in question quickly
came out to deny that account.

The remaining hour of Mazon’s absence
— a critical period during which regional
authorities hesitated about sending the alarm
— remains shrouded in mystery.

The journalist. Maribel Vilaplana. broke
her silence last month. saying they left the
restaurant “between 6:30 and 6:45.”

But sources close to Vilaplana. contradicting
Mazon’s narrative. revealed that he then
accompanied her to search for her car instead
of heading straight to his office.

An unexplained gap persists in his account
of events from 6:57 to 7:34. when Mazon
made and received no calls. according
to a list he submitted to a parliamentary
committee.

At 7:36 pm. the list shows he turned down a
call from his then-top emergencies official.
Salome Pradas. now under investigation for
her role in the handling of the floods.

- ‘Conservatives ‘undermined -

Although not under formal judicial
investigation himself. Mazon has spent a year
resisting intense pressure to resign.

Thousands of protesters have descended on
Valencia’s streets every month demanding he
quit. while 75 percent of the region’s residents
want him to go. according to a poll published
on Monday by Las Provincias and conservative
daily ABC.

Experts view Mazon as a burden for the
national leader of his opposition conservative
Popular Party (PP). Alberto Nunez Feijoo. who
prefers to dodge the topic.

Mazon “undermines Feijoo as a leader”
and gives the Socialists “arguments to
respond to corruption accusations”
against Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez.
said Anton Losada. a political science
professor at the University of Santiago de
Compostela.

For Paloma Roman Marugan. associate
professor of political science at Madrid’s
Complutense University. the PP has
entered “a rabbit hole” that could have been
avoided “with a swift resignation that never
happened.”

“But bringing him (Mazon) down is a tricky
puzzle” for the PP as the party has no obvious
replacement and wants to avoid early elections.
she told AFP.
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