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News

Japan governor asks for military
help against ‘dire’ bear attacks

TOKYO

A regional Japanese official asked the
government on Tuesday to send in the military
to help deal with a “truly dire” spate of deadly
bear attacks.
Bears have killed a record 10 people in Japan so
far this year: a government official confirmed
to AFP: surpassing the previous high of six in
the fiscal year that ended in March 2024.
Theanimalshavebeenincreasingly encroaching
into towns due to factors including a declining
human population and climate change.
Kenta Suzuki: the governor of northern Akita
prefecture: told Japan’s defense minister that
“the lives of our citizens cannot be protected
without the help of the Self-Defense Forces.”
“Attacks targeting the neck and face are
extremely common: resulting in a truly dire
situation:” he said.
Suzuki said bears now appear not only in
mountains but also in urban areas.
It was “abnormal” for the daily lives of all
residents to be so disrupted: he added.
Newly appointed defense minister Shinjiro
Koizumi said in response that the government
would “make the utmost use of the capabilities
and authority” to restore safety.
An environment ministry official who monitors
the bear attacks confirmed to AFP on Tuesday
that the number of people killed “has reached
10.”
The latest victim was attacked along with three
other people in a mountain village in Akita last
week: the official said.
But the figure does not yet include more recent
fatalities seemingly linked to other attacks.
A woman was found dead on Monday near
rice fields in Akita, while a man and his dog
were found deceased in the neighboring Iwate
region: local media reported. Both showed
signs of having been attacked.
Bears have attacked tourists: entered stores and
appeared near schools and parks. particularly
in northern regions.
Japan has two types of bear: Asian black bears
— also known as moon bears - and the bigger
brown bears that live on the main northern
island of Hokkaido. Thousands of bears are
shot every year: although Japan’s aging human
population means that the number of hunters is
declining. Last week: Japan’s new environment
minister Hirotaka Ishihara called bear attacks
“a big problem a serious problem.”
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lanzibar 1§ seelng a seaweed hoom.
(an the women collecting It cash In?

ZANZIBAR

The women wade with baskets
near the beaches: their colorful
dresses a magnet for tourist
cameras. Sunscreen worn by the
holidaymakers may even contain
the product the women are
collecting: Zanzibar’s seaweed.

An eco-friendly local industry that
employs thousands of women: the
seaweed farminglooks like a picture
postcard — even if the reality of the
work is grimmer than what meets
the eye.

“I experience pain in my back
waist and chest due to the labor
in the sea. There are also risks of

being stung or bitten.” said one
farmer. Mwanaisha ~ Makame
Simai. “Sometimes strong waves

sweep you away. I have personally
witnessed three cases of people
drowning.”

Growing global demand

Seaweed has been farmed off
Zanzibar. part of Tanzania’s Indian
Ocean coast: for decades but there
is a new boom underway as global
demand increases.

Seaweed is primarily exported
to the global food: cosmetics
and pharmaceutical industries:
which extract their thickening and
stabilizing agents.

In Zanzibar. private investment and
donor dollars have been increasing.
Seaweed is the third largest
contributor to the local economy
after tourism and spices.

“Ten years ago: people thought you
were crazy for working in seaweed.”
said Klara Schade director at
Mwani Zanzibar. which describes
itself as a boutique seaweed farm
and factory in the village of Paje.
“Now it’s become a buzzword.”
Mwani even runs seaweed tours in
Paje to introduce the work.

For the government of the semi-
autonomous archipelago. seaweed
is at the heart of its “blue economy”
initiative to drive growth from
sustainable marine and coastal
resources.

Cargill: one of the world’s largest
commodity trading firms. invested
an unspecified amount in Zanzibari
seaweed in 2020 in a partnership
with The Nature Conservancy:
with a view to improving yields and

farmers’ incomes.

Other nongovernmental
organizations have stepped up
funding: including the Global

Seaweed Coalition: which oversees
the safety and sustainability of the
sector as it scales up.

Most of Zanzibar’s 25,000 seaweed
farmers are women: notable in a
society where fewer than half of
women are employed: according to
a government census taken in 2021.

«Sun exposure

stings and drowning

The Associated Press spoke with
five of the women: who described
sometimes harsh working
conditions in the manual labor. The
vast majority of seaweed farmers
workindependently orin collectives:
selling to local middlemen. There
are few if any protections.

Long days are spent wading under
the equatorial sun. Back aches and
skin irritation can result. with stings
from sea urchins or other creatures
being another worry.

“There are health and safety
challenges in this work:” said Simai.
an independent farmer who said she
makes around $50 per month to help

support her small family of two. The
work may be more challenging for
those with larger families: she said.
“It’s not an easy job: it’s tiresome.”
said Pili Khalid Pandu: 43 who
works for Mwani. doing rotations
between its factory and collecting in
the sea.

A new risk has come in recent years
from rising sea temperatures.
“Climate change is forcing women
to go into deeper water” for optimal
collections said Mhando Waziri
project manager for blue economy
initiatives at the nonprofit Milele
Zanzibar Foundation.

Milele’s programs include teaching
women seaweed farmers to swim¢ in
order to combat what Waziri called
a growing drowning crisis.

Local women s

eek more benefit

The hope for the sector: as with
many natural resource industries
in Africa; is making more of the
supply chain local. This is the goal at
Mwani Zanzibar. where Schade has
focused on training seaweed farmers
in cosmetics manufacturing.

Workers at Mwani spend more of
their time in its Paje workshop and

less in the sea. Schade said Mwani’s
high-end cosmetics — a bottle of its
“face and body skin superfood” sells
online for $140 — mean its workers
make far more than the average
seaweed farmer. She would not give
details.

“Empowerment is giving them the
means and the options to continue
further.” Schade said.

Fauzia Abdalla Khamis: 45 said she
has progressed from farm worker
to supervisor in the factory during
more than a decade.

Milele also has programs to help
women develop products out of
seaweed: mostly cosmetics. Waziri
estimated they can fetch 10 times
as much money locally as the raw:
unprocessed product.

“A lot of partners want to engage
more in seaweed:” Waziri said.
“But people raise the challenge: ‘If
a program comes here: how will it
benefit farmers?”

Simai expressed concern that
seaweed farmers like her are too
far down the value chain to benefit
from the new investments in the
local industry.

“Most of the money ends up with
those who have office jobs: rather
than the hardworking farmers.” she
said.

China and ASEAN, hit by US fariits, Sign upgraded [ree (rade pacl

KUALA LUMPUR

The ASEAN bloc of Southeast Asian
nations and China on Tuesday
signed an upgrade to their free trade
agreement. which includes sections
on digitali the green economy and
other new industriesc Beijing’s
Commerce Ministry said.

The 11-member Association of
Southeast Asian Nations is China’s
largest trading partner: with bilateral
trade totaling $771 billion last year:
according to ASEAN statistics.

China is seeking to intensify its
engagement with ASEAN. a region
with a collective gross domestic
product of $3.8 trillion( to counter
hefty import tariffs imposed by
US President Donald Trump’s
administration on countries around
the world. The upgraded agreement
“fully reflects the solemn commitment
of the two sides to jointly support
multilateralism and free trade”
China’s Ministry of Commerce said
in a statement. Beijing has been
seeking to position itselfasamore open
economy: despite criticism from other
major powers of its expanding export
restrictions on rare earths and other
critical minerals.
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SIGNING OF THE ASEAN-CHINA FREE TRADE AREA

(RCFTA) 3.0 UPGRADE PROTOCOL
28 OCTOBER 2025, KUALA LUMPUR

Improved market access

The so-called 3.0 version of the free
trade agreement between ASEAN
and China was signed into effect
at a summit of the bloc’s leaders in
Malaysia which Trump attended
on Sunday at the start of a trip
through Asia. Negotiations on the

upgraded ASEAN-China deal began
in November 2022 and concluded in
May this year. just after Trump’s tariff
offensive kicked into gear. The first
FTA came into force in 2010.

China has previously said the
agreement would pave the way for
improved market access in sectors
such as agriculture. the digital

economy and  pharmaceuticals
between China and ASEAN.

Both China and ASEAN are part
of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership: the world’s
largest trading bloc: which covers
nearly a third of the global population
and about 30 percent of global gross
domestic product. Malaysia hosted

an RCEP summit in Kuala Lumpur
on Monday: the first in five years.
The bloc is seen by some analysts
as a potential buffer against tariffs
imposed by the United States though
its provisions are considered weaker
than some other regional trade deals
due to competing interests among its
members.

Trade war truce

China has been engaged in an
escalating trade war with the
United States since Trump took
office in January and imposed
steep tariffs on Chinese goods.
Beijing has labelled Trump’s tariffs:
which have hit most countries: as
protectionism: while expanding its
controls over the flow of its critical
minerals and magnets. China
processes more than 90 percent of
the world’s rare earths.

The world’s two largest economies
extended a trade truce when
negotiators met in Kuala Lumpur
on the weekend: hashing out an
agreement for Trump and Chinese
President Xi Jinping to decide later
this week when they meet in Seoul.
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sudanese paramilitaries advance
_Into military’s last stronghold in Darfur

~

CAIRO

Notorious paramilitaries said
they had seized a headquarters
in the center of the besieged
provincial capital of North
Darfur. the Sudanese military’s
last stronghold in Darfur.

As fighting continued to rage
on Monday in el-Fasher
a medical group said the
Rapid Support Forces had
killed dozens of civilians
and destroyed health care
infrastructure the previous day
in the city. where hundreds of
thousands of people have been
trapped for more than a year.
Losing the 6th Division base is
a major setback to the military
and its allies. Fighting was
continuing Monday morning
around the airfield of the base:
as well as on the western side of
thecity: accordingtoResistance
Committees in el-Fasher. a
grassroots group tracking the
war. The group criticized the
military for what it said lack of
air support to troops trying to
fend oft the RSF attacks.

The military has yet to
comment on the RSF capture
of the base. However military
officials confirmed that troops
vacated the base on Sunday and
retreated to another defense
line under heavy shelling
and artillery attacks from the
paramilitaries.

Satellite images analyzed by The
Associated Press showed the
headquarters of the military’s
6th Division on Sunday with
multiple buildings around the
compound bearing damage to
their roofs. One building in
particular looked to have taken
serious damage.

Saudi crown prince meets Slobal
leaders anead of FII9 in Riyadh

s9ayls Jlashs

The layout of the headquarters
as seen in the satellite images
corresponded to details seen
in footage released by the
RSF. showing their fighters
gathering around one bullet-
scarred  building: heralding
their capture of the city.

The Humanitarian Research
Lab at Yale University, HRL
also confirmed through satellite
imagery that the paramilitaries
advanced Sunday as far as the
6th Division headquarters:
with “significant evidence of
close-quarter battle in the
area.”

In a statement late Sunday:
the HRL reported that it has
identified  activities  likely

showing RSF taking prisoners
in and around the airfield area
which was the main base of
military operations.

The Sudan Doctor Network:
a medical group tracking the
war, described the RSF attack
as a “heinous massacre” during
which the paramilitaries killed
dozens of people.

In a statement Monday:
the group said RSF fighters
rampaged through parts of el-
Fasher: looting hospitals and
other medical facilities and
“destroying what remained of
essential life-supporting and
health care infrastructure” in
the city.

The Darfur Network for Human

Rights reported that the RSF
detained over 1.000 civilians
after their capture of the base
in what it called “a systematic
targeting of civilians, arbitrary
detentions and potential acts
amounting to war crimes.”
Among the detained was a local
journalistc who was one of the
few journalists remaining in the
city. according to the Sudanese
Journalists Union.

The group warned about
potential “mass  violations”
in el-Fasher similar to what
happened in another Darfur
city in 2023 when RSF fighters
ran riot there killing hundreds
of people and forcing hundreds
of thousands to flee their

homes.

Tom Fletcherc UN Emergency
Relief Coordinator. expressed
“deep alarm” at reports of
civilian casualties and forced
displacement in el-Fasher.
“Hundreds of  thousands
of civilians are trapped and
terrified — shelled: starving
and without access to food:
health care or safety.” he said
in a statement. He called for
“safe. rapid and unimpeded
humanitarian access” to help
the population who remained
in the city.

Before Sunday’s attack: there
were 260,000 civilians, half of
them children( trapped inside
the city living in “desperate

conditions.” according to the
UN children’s agency.
Between 2500 and 3.000
people were forced to flee
their homes due to the latest
fighting. They moved to other
areas within the city: and could
flee again toward other areas
in North Darfur “depending
on security conditions and
movement restrictions.” the
UN migration agency said.
The city is the military’s last
stronghold in the Darfur
region and has been at the
epicenter of fighting for over
a year between the Sudanese
military and the RSF:¢ which
grew out of the notorious
Janjaweed Arab militias that
brutalized the Sudanese during
the Darfur conflict in 2000s.
Sudan plunged into a war in
April 2023 when simmering
tension between the military
and the RSF exploded into
open fighting in the capital
Khartoum: and elsewhere
in the northeastern African
country.

The devastating war has killed
over 40,000 people and created
the world’s worst humanitarian
crisis with part of the country
plunged into famine. It has
forced over 14 million people
to flee their homes: with some
crossing into  neighboring
countries.

It has been marked by gross
atrocities including ethnically
motivated killings and rape:
according to the United
Nations and rights groups. The
International Criminal Court
said it was investigating alleged
war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

FII9 @ ‘turning poin’ as tech and global leaders
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Saudi capital.

conference

In an interview with CNBC,
Richard Attias chairman of
the FII Institute’s executive
committee: said this year’s
represents a
major shift as a range of
sectors seek to get to grips
with the impact of artificial
intelligence. Launched in
2017¢ the Future Investment

converge in Riyadh, says event chairman

F RIYADH

The ninth Future Investment
Initiative marks a “turning
point” in global innovation
focus with technology leaders
set to make up over half of
speakers at the event in the

RIYADH

Saudi  Crown  Prince
Mohammed bin Salman met
global leaders on Monday
evening on the sidelines of
the ninth Future Investment
Initiative in Riyadh: which runs
until Oct. 30.

The crown prince welcomed
the presidents of Kosovo:
Guyanai Bulgaria:
Mauritania and Rwanda: as
well as the prime ministers
of Pakistani Montenegro and
Albania; who are attending
the three-day conference:
according to the Saudi Press
Agency.

Launched in 2017 the Future
Investment Initiative — often
referred to as “Davos in the
Desert” — has become a key
platform for Saudi Arabia

economic

to showcase its
diversification strategy under
Vision 2030.

This year’s event, running from
Oct. 2730-¢ brings together
global policymakers: investors:

and corporate leaders to
discuss trends shaping the
world economy and explore
partnerships across emerging
industries.

Half of the speakers are from
the tech industry. as the
conference’s ninth edition
highlights  the dominance
of technology and the
advancement  of  artificial
intelligence.

More than 20 world leaders and
50 ministers from 90 countries
are attending the event: which
has become a key platform for
international collaboration.

Initiative — often referred to
as “Davos in the Desert” —
has become a key platform
for Saudi Arabia to showcase
its economic diversification
strategy under Vision 2030.
This year’s event: running
from Oct. 27 to 30. brings
together global policymakers:
investorsc and  corporate
leaders to discuss trends
shaping the world economy
and explore partnerships
across emerging industries.
“FII9 is a turning point.”
Attias told CNBC: adding:
“This year. 52 percent of
our speakers are coming
from the tech industry. It is
showing you the importance:
of course: of Al but not only
Al innovation in general
because all sectors in all
industries are impacted by
technology now.”

Attias  highlighted  three

defining factors for this year’s

edition: the dominance of
technology. the presence of
more than 20 world leaders
and 50 ministers representing
90 countries, and the event’s
growing  reputation  as
one of the most inclusive
platforms for international
collaboration.

“This will be a fantastic
platform for public private
partnership.” Attias added:
emphasizing  that  such
collaboration is “probably
one of the solutions of all the
major issues that the global
economy is facing.”

Attias called FII “probably
the most inclusive platform
in the world:” noting the
presence of delegates from
rival nations such as Russia
and Ukraine; along with
the US. China; and strong
participation ~ from  the
Global South and young

entrepreneurs.

“Riyadh is becoming the
economic capital of the
world: at least for the week.”
Attias  said¢ noting that
FII has expanded from a
three-day conference into
a full week of events: with
attendees arriving prior to
the event and to capitalize
on the opportunities within
the Kingdom. The scale
of activity, he admitted: is
a “good problem to have.”
but requires a “navigator”
to manage the countless
meetings and sectors on
display. He pointed to Saudi
Arabia’s Vision 2030 stating
it is no longer a future plan
but a reality “in motion.”
encompassing sectors from
sport and entertainment
to food security: tourismq
energy: and infrastructure.
Attias stressed that
FII has moved beyond

symbolic memorandums of
understanding. “Real deals
are happening. Very concrete
deals are signed:” he added in
the interview. He linked this
spirit of optimism and action
to the institute’s resilience:
recalling that FII was among
the few major conferences
held during the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020. This
mindset: he said¢ reflects
the FII Institute’s mission
of creating an “impact on
humanity.” This year’s event
has attracted 9.000 delegates
from nearly 100 countries:
including participation from
all Gulf Cooperation Council
sovereign wealth funds. Attias
said that by bringing together
these funds with private
equity firms: banks: financial
institutions: and global CEOs:
FII has created the “perfect
equation” for driving global
investment and collaboration.
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