Houthis release
Yemeni actor after
she spent nearly 5
years in prison
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Hamas expands
search for hostages'
bodies in Gaza as
Egypt joins effort

Tanzania goes to vote
in elections set to
keep the same party in
power for 7 decades
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sada al sha'b
mahmoud al fataftah

Jordan’s official media.
represented by the Royal
Hashemite Court. is witnessing
a qualitative transformation
in its vision and performance.
This shift was clearly reflected
in His Majesty King Abdullah
IT’s recent address to the Nation
during the opening of the
Parliament’s regular session.
The speech was not a routine
constitutional event—it marked
a turning point in reshaping
the  relationship  between
leadership and people through
a new communication style that
is closer to the citizen. deeper
in substance. and grounded
in realism and national
responsibility.

This transformation did not
happen by chance. It is the
result of an institutional effort
led by a rejuvenated media
administration within the Royal
Court. which operates with a

-
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Positive Transiormation in the Royal Court’s Media

New Features In National Communication and Discourse

modern vision aligned with the
demandsofthedigitalera. Under
the leadership of the Director
of Media and Communication
at the Royal Hashemite
Court. the department has
established a new foundation
for official communication—
built on transparency. rapid
response. and unified national
messaging within a professional

institutional framework that
balances  technology = and
content.

Among the most prominent
features of this change is the
comprehensive and dynamic
coverage of His Majesty King
Abdullah II's activities both
domestically and abroad. The
new media approach highlights
the King’s active presence in the
field and showcases the details
of his efforts across various
national and regional fronts.
The content has become clearer
and more structured. portraying
the image of the state with
confidence and professionalism.
using modern  tools in

filming. production. and » Prince’s  communication
presentation that has reached youth
meet the  highest audiences in  an

international
standards.
Similarly. the

engaging and relatable
tone—combining
seriousness
with

coverage optimism.
of His Royal . This approach
Highness Crown % & has  successfully
Prince Al Hussein bin =~ strengthened the

Abdullah II’s activities
reflects an advanced level
of media modernity. Through
creative use of social media and
digital platforms. the Crown

image of a young.
dynamic. and forward-looking
leadership. increasing public
engagement with the Crown
Prince’s initiatives both inside

and outside Jordan.

Equally significant is the
humanitarian and social role
showcased by the Chief of
the Royal Hashemite Court
and the media team through
field coverage that emphasizes
direct interaction with citizens.
sharing in their joys and
sorrows. This form of social
communication has added a
refined human dimension to the
Royal Court’simage. reaffirming
the Hashemite principle of a
leadership “close to the people.”
a cornerstone of the Hashemite
legacy throughout the years.
Today’s media content has
become more influential and
contemporary. reflecting the
depth of the Hashemite message
in nation-building and reform.
The King’s speech is no longer
a mere formal address—it has
evolved into a comprehensive
event. supported by interactive
digital coverage and carefully
curated visuals that reach
audiences swiftly and effectively.
fostering a sense of participation

Biden calls tese ‘dark dayy'’ as he
IIrges AllleflCﬂllS 10 ‘gt back up’

Former President Joe Biden called these “dark
days” as he urged Americans to stay optimistic
and not to check out in response to what he
says are attacks on free speech and tests on the
limits of executive power by President Donald
Trump.

“Since its founding. America served as a beacon
for the most powerful idea ever in government
in the history of the world.” Biden said. “The
idea is stronger than any army. We’re more
powerful than a dictator.”

Biden. 82. speaking publicly for the first time
since completing a round of radiation therapy
for an aggressive form of prostate cancer. —
addressed an audience in Boston on Sunday
night after receiving the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Edward M. Kennedy Institute.
He said America depends on a presidency
with limited power. a functioning Congress
and an autonomous judiciary. With the
federal government facing its second-longest
shutdown on record. Trump has used the
funding laps as way to exercise new command
over the government.

“Friends. I can’t sugar coat any of this. These
are dark days” Biden said before predicting the
country would “find our true compass again”
and “emerge as we always have — stronger.
wiser and more resilient. more just. so long as
we keep the faith.”

Biden listed examples of people who are
standing their ground against threats from the
current administration. citing the example of
federal employees who resign in protest. and
universities and comedians that have been
targeted by Trump.

election

multiparty

1961.
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NAIROBI

Tanzania’s
party has been in charge for
64 years. for much of that
time without any serious
opposition.

That looks set to be extended
when Tanzanians
the polls Wednesday in an
widely
to be won by President
Samia Suluhu

Although Tanzania is a

a version of one
Hassan’s
Mapinduzi. or Party of the
Revolution — has been in
power since the country’s
independence from Britain in

The country. with annual
per capita income of roughly
$1.200.isan outlier in aregion
where liberation parties have
been going out of fashion and
young people fill the ranks
of feisty opposition groups by
seeking political change.

Authorities in the country of
68millionpeoplehavecracked
down on opposition leaders.
civic groups. journalists and
in what Amnesty
International has described
as a “climate of fear” ahead
of general elections to choose

Tanzania goes to voie in elections set o
Keep the Same party In power or 7 decades
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rather than passive observation.
In essence. the Royal Hashemite
Court’s media is entering
a new era of institutional
awareness. characterized by
accuracy. professionalism.
transparency. and a spirit of
continuous innovation. This
modern media performance
not only strengthens the state’s
official image but also deepens
public trust and fosters a shared
national consciousness based
on openness and positive
communication between
leadership and people.

In summary. the modernization
of the Royal Court’s media
represents a  model  of
professional excellence in official
communication—an integration
of deep national substance with
advanced technical tools. It is
a media approach worthy of
appreciation. for it does not
merely convey the image; it
shapes it consciously. preserving
the authentic Hashemite spirit
that has long stood as a symbol of
trust. stability. and progress.

Venezuela says US miltary exercises
On nearby island a ‘provocation’

PORT OF SPAIN

Venezuela on Sunday blasted the arrival in
nearby Trinidad and Tobago of a US warship
as a dangerous “provocation.” amid mounting
fears of potential attacks against the Venezuelan

governing

go to

expected

Hassan. a

former vice president who
rose automatically to the
presidency in 2021 after the
death of her predecessor.

mainland.

The USS Gravely. a guided missile destroyer.
docked Sunday in the Trinidadian capital Port
of Spain for a four-day visit. which will include
joint training with local defense forces.

The ship’s arrival comes amid a mounting
military campaign by US President Donald
Trump against alleged drug-traffickers in
Latin America. which has largely targeted
Venezuelans and thus far been limited to deadly
strikes in international waters.

Trump has increasingly threatened in recent
days to take the campaign on land. while
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro claims
Washington is plotting his ouster.

Trinidad and Tobago. which is situated just

democracy.

party
cha

a president. lawmakers and
other local leaders.

Hassan. Tanzania’s  sixth
president and its  first
female leader. defied early
expectations that she would
not follow the repressive
style of former President
John Pombe Magufuli. an
authoritarian who did not
permit opposition groups
to campaign when elections
were not due.

Many voters are disenchanted
the  deepening  of
authoritarianism under
Hassan. Some critics point
out that the opposition
parties allowed to appear
on the ballot have not been
campaigning much. with
some opposition candidates
even appearing to endorse
Hassan’s election bid.

Chama
Hassan and

main

are

Virtually unchallenged

Voters will choose between
16  other
contenders. Two of Hassan’s
opponents.
Lissu of Chadema and Luhaga
Mpina of ACT-Wazalendo.
are barred from
Tanzania’s presidency.

Lissu is a charismatic leader
of the opposition to Hassan
in recent years
European exile. following an
assassination attempt on him
in 2017. He is now jailed on
charges of treason he says
politically motivated.
Police have since arrested
John Heche. deputy leader
of Chadema. who was taken
into custody while attending
Lissu’s treason trial.

11 kilometers (6.8 miles) from the Venezuelan
coast at its closest point. has sided with
Washington against its neighbor.

Venezuela angrily denounced “the military
provocation of Trinidad and Tobago. in
coordination with the CIA. aimed at provoking
a war in the Caribbean.” Caracas added that
it had arrested “a group of mercenaries” with
links to the CIA. days after Trump said he had
authorized covert CIA operations against
Venezuela. Maduro’s government claimed the
alleged mercenaries were mounting a “false
flag attack” aimed at provoking a full-blown
war. without giving details.

Venezuela regularly claims to have arrested
US-backed mercenaries working to destabilize
Maduro’s administration.

Tundu

seeking

after his

US strikes on boats

The USS Gravely is one of several warships
Washington deployed to the Caribbean in
August as part of an anti-drugs campaign that
Venezuela sees as a front for trying to topple
Maduro. whose reelection Washington rejects
as fraudulent. Tensions escalated sharply on

Houthis release Yemeni actor after
she spent nearly 5 years in prison

abuse.” her said
Sunday.

Al-Hammadi was detained in
the capital Sanaa in February
2021 and sentenced to five
years in prison after a Houthi-
run court convicted her of
committing an  indecent
act and having drugs in her

possession. Her detention

CAIRO

Yemen ‘s Houthi rebels
released actor and model
Intisar Al-Hammadi after
nearly five years in prison
over charges of committing
an indecent act and drug
possession in a case rights
groups said was ” marred
with  irregularities and

lawyer

and
Houthi repression of women
and dissent in areas under
their control
Yemen.

Lawyer Khalid Al-Kamal said
Al-Hammadi was released
on Saturday after she spent
nearly five vyears
Central Prison in Sanaa.

trial showcased the

in war-torn

in the

Friday. when the Pentagon also ordered the
deployment of the world’s biggest aircraft
carrier. the USS Gerald R Ford. to the region.
US forces have blown up at least 10 boats they
claimed were smuggling narcotics. killing at
least 43 people. since September.

The standoff has pulled in Colombia’s
Gustavo Petro. a sharp critic of the US strikes
who was sanctioned by Washington on Friday
for allegedly allowing drug production to
flourish. Caracas has accused Trinidad and
Tobago. a laid-back twin-island nation of 1.4
million people whose Prime Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar is fiercely critical of Maduro.
of serving as “a US aircraft carrier.”

The Trinidad and Tobago government said the
USS Gravely’s visit “aims to bolster the fight
against transnational crime and build resilience
through training. humanitarian activities. and
security cooperation.”
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Hamas expands search for hostages’
bodies In Gaza as ESypt joins efiort

CAIRO

Hamas expanded its search for
the bodies of hostages in new
areasin the Gaza Strip Sunday. the
Palestinian group said. a day after
Egypt deployed a team of experts
and heavy equipment to help
retrieve the bodies.

Under the fragile US-brokered
ceasefire. reached on Oct. 10.
Hamas is expected to return all
of the remains Israeli hostages as
soon as possible. Israel agreed to
giveback 15 bodies of Palestinians
for every body of a hostage.

Thus far. Israel has sent back
the bodies of 195 Palestinians.
Hamas has since returned 18
bodies of hostages. but in the past
five days. failed to release any.

An Egyptian team in Gaza
An Egyptian team and heavy
equipment.  including an

excavator and bulldozers. entered
Gaza Saturday to help search
for the hostages’ bodies. part of
efforts by international mediators
to shore up the ceasefire. two
Egyptian officials said. who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized
to talk to the media.

Hamas’ chief in Gaza. Khalil Al-
Hayya. said the Palestinian group
started searching in new areas
for 13 bodies of hostages that
remain in the enclave. according
to comments shared by the group
early Sunday. US President
Donald Trump warned Saturday
that he was “watching very
closely” to ensure Hamas returns
more bodies within the next 48
hours. “Some of the bodies are
hard to reach. but others they can
return now and. for some reason.
they are not.” he wrote on Truth
Social. Al-Hayya. who is also
Hamas’ top negotiator. told an
Egyptian media outlet last week
that efforts to retrieve the bodies
faced challenges because of the
massive  destruction. burying
them deep underground.

Israeli strikes wound
four in central Gaza

Israeli forces struck the central
Nuseirat refugee camp in Gaza
on Saturday night. for the second
time in a week. according to
Awda Hospital that received the
wounded. The Israeli military
claimed it targeted militants
associated with the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad group who were
planning to attack Israeli troops.
Islamic Jihad. the second largest
militant group in Gaza. denied it
was preparing for an attack.
Hamas called the strike a “clear
violation” of the ceasefire
agreement and accused Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
attempting to sabotage Trump’s
efforts to end the war.

It was the same area that Israel
targeted in a series of strikes on
Oct. 19. after the military accused
Hamas militants of killing two
Israeli soldiers. That day. Israel
launched dozens of deadly strikes
across Gaza. killing at least 36
Palestinians. including women
and children. according to the
strip’s health authorities. It was
the most serious challenge to
the fragile ceasefire. Saturday’s
strike in Nuseirat came a few
hours after US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio left Israel. the latest
in a series of top US officials to
visit Israel and a new center for
civilian and military coordination
that is attempting to oversee
the ceasefire. US Vice President
JD Vance was in Israel earlier
this week. and US envoys Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kushner. the
president’s son-in-law. were also
in Israel. Rubio said Saturday. en
route to Qatar. that Israel. the US
and the other mediators of the
Gaza ceasefire deal are sharing
information to disrupt any
threats and that allowed them
to identify a possible impending
attack last weekend

Kurdish PKK says withdrawing all
[orces from Turkiye to north Iraq

QANDIL MOUTAINS. Iraq
The Kurdish militant PKK said
Sunday it was withdrawing all its
forces from Turkiye to northern
Iraq. urging Ankara to take legal
steps to protect the peace process
as held a ceremony in northern
Iraq.

“We are implementing the
withdrawal of all our forces
within Turkiye.” the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) said in a
statement read out in the Qandil
area of northern Iraq. according
to an AFP journalist present at
the ceremony.

It released a picture showing
25 fighters - among them eight
women - who had already
traveled there from Turkiye.

The PKK. which formally
renounced its 40-year armed
struggle in May. is currently
making the transition from
armed insurgency to democratic
politics in a bid to end one of the

»

region’s longest conflicts. which
claimed some 50.000 lives.

But it urged Turkiye to take the
necessary steps to push forward
the process which began a year
ago when Ankara offered an
unexpected olive branch to its
jailed leader Abdullah Ocalan.
“The legal and political steps
required by the process (...
and the laws of freedom and
democratic integration necessary
to participate in democratic
politics must be put in place
without delay.” it said.

The group has said it wants to
pursue a democratic struggle to
defend the rights of the Kurdish
minority in line with a historic
call by Ocalan.

In July they held a symbolic
ceremony in the mountains of
northern Iraq at which they
destroyed a first batch of weapons.
which was hailed by Turkiye as
“an irreversible turning point.”

News

.

Netanyahu says ISrael (o decide which foreign
(roops acceptable to secure ¢aza fruce

JERUSALEM

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said on Sunday
Israel would determine
which foreign forces it would
allow as part of a planned
international force in Gaza
to help secure a fragile
ceasefire under US President
Donald Trump’s plan.

It remains unclear whether
Arab and other states will
be ready to commit troops.
in part given the refusal of
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Palestinian Hamas militants
to disarm as called for by the
plan. while Israel has voiced
concerns about the make-
up of the force.

While the Trump
administration has ruled
out sending US soldiers
into the Gaza Strip. it has
been speaking to Indonesia.
the United Arab Emirates.
Egypt. Qatar. Turkiye and
Azerbaijan to contribute to
the multinational force.

“We are in control of our
security. and we have also
made it clear regarding
international forces that
Israel will determine which
forces are unacceptable to
us. and this is how we operate
and will continue to operate.”
Netanyahu said.

“This  is. of  course.
acceptable to the United
States as well. as its most
senior representatives have
expressed in recent days.” he
told a session of his cabinet.
Israel. which besieged Gaza
for two years to back up its
air and ground war in the
enclave against Hamas after
the Palestinian  militant
group’s cross-border
attack on October 7. 2023.
continues to control all
access to the territory.

Israel opposed to Turkish
role in Gaza force

Last week Netanyahu hinted
that he would be opposed
to any role for Turkish
security forces in Gaza.

Frankly Speaking:

RIYADH: As critics accuse
Western media of complicity
in Gaza’s “genocide” by
echoing Israeli narratives
and playing down its deadly
attacks on local journalists.
CNN’s Nic Robertson says
international media shut
out by Israel depend on local
reporters who risk their lives
to tell the story.

Appearing on the Arab

News  current  affairs
program “Frankly
Speaking.” Robertson.
CNN’s international

diplomatic editor and a
veteran war correspondent.
sought to explain Western
media coverage of the war in
Gaza.

“I think we’re doing a huge
amount to report on the
suffering of Palestinians.” he
said.

“We have teams in Gaza
who are reporting for us.
who we liaise with daily.
hourly. and who help us get
that frontline reporting that
we can’t do ourselves. And
they’re hugely courageous
and do a tremendous job of
bringing the absolute despair
and destruction that’s going
on in Gaza.”

Since the war began in

Once-warm Turkish-Israeli
relations soured drastically
during the Gaza war. with
Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan lambasting Israel’s
devastating air and ground

campaign in the small
Palestinian enclave.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio. on a visit to Israel
aimed at shoring up the
truce. said on Friday the
international force would
have to be made up of
“countries  that  Israel’s
comfortable with.” He made
no comment on Turkish
involvement.

Rubio added that Gaza’s
future  governance  still
needed to be worked out
among Israel and partner
nations but could not include
Hamas. Rubio later said
US officials were receiving
input on a possible UN
resolution or international
agreement to authorize the
multinational force in Gaza
and would discuss the issue
in Qatar. a key Gulf mediator
on Gaza. on Sunday.

A major challenge to
Trump’s plan is that Hamas

Israeli

October
authorities have prevented

2023.

foreign journalists from
entering Gaza. allowing only
ahandful of tightly controlled
visits accompanied by its
troops.

To illustrate the difficulties
of covering the war remotely.
Robertson recalled reporting
on a young child who died

from starvation — a case
Israel disputed.

“I was sitting in Israel
reporting on the death

through starvation ofayoung
child” he told “Frankly
Speaking” host Katie Jensen.

has balked at disarming.
Since the ceasefire took hold
two weeks ago as the first
stage of Trump’s 20-point
plan. Hamas has waged a
violent crackdown on clans
that have tested its grip on
power. Israel says Hamas
knows  where  hostage
remains are

Atthe same time. the remains
of 13 deceased hostages
remain in Gaza with Hamas
citing obstacles to locating
them in the pervasive rubble
left by the fighting.

An  Israeli  government
spokesperson said on Sunday
Hamas. which released the
remaining 20 living hostages
it took in its October 2023
assault. knew where the
bodies were.

“Israel is aware that Hamas
knows where our deceased
hostages are. in fact. located.
If Hamas made more of an
effort. they would be able to
retrieve the remains of our
hostages.” the spokesperson
said.

Israel had. however. allowed
the entry of an Egyptian
technical team to work with

the Red Cross to locate
the bodies. She said the
team would use excavator
machines and trucks for the
search beyond the so-called
yellow line in Gaza behind
which Israeli troops have
initially pulled back under
Trump’s plan.

Netanyahu began the cabinet
session by stressing Israel
was an independent country.
rejecting the notion that “the
American  administration
controls me and dictates
Israel’s security policy.”
Israel and the US. he said.
are a “partnership.”
Diplomats and analysts say
Trump managed to push
Netanyahu. who had long
rejected  global  pressure
for a ceasefire in Gaza. to
accept his framework for a
broader peace deal and also
forced Netanyahu to call
Qatar’s leader to apologize
after a failed bombing raid
targeting Hamas negotiators
in that country.

Trump also persuaded Arab
states to convince Hamas to
return all the Israeli hostages.
its key leverage in the war.

Regional contlicts
through the lens ol Western media

“Israel disputes that the
child died of starvation.
disputes the narrative that

comes from Gaza — says
that this is all sort of Hamas
propaganda.”

The story. he added. was
emotionally wrenching. “It
was hugely difficult to see the
images and to tell that story
because it’s emotionally
hard. And you can only begin
to imagine what it’s like for
those familiesinside of Gaza.”
Israel began bombarding
Gaza after a Hamas-led
Palestinian militant attack
on Israel on Oct. 7. 2023. in

which about 1.200 people.
mostly civilians. were killed
and 251 taken hostage.
according to Israeli tallies.
Israel’s retaliatory military
campaign has since killed
more than 68.500 people in
Gaza. most of them civilians.
according to Gaza health
authorities. and devastated
the enclave.

Human rights groups and
the UN accuse Israel of
using starvation as a weapon
of war by systematically
restricting food and aid.
International organizations
say famine and widespread
malnutrition are direct
consequences  of  these
policies. Ofthemore than 400
reported starvation deaths.
at least 151 children have
died from acute malnutrition
since the start of the war
— most of them in 2025 —
according to Palestinian
health authorities.

Even after a fragile ceasefire
took effect on Oct. 10. Gaza
remains one of the most
dangerous places in the
world for journalists.

In September. UN Special
RapporteurIrene Khancalled
the conflict “the deadliest
ever for journalists.”
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