Trump heads Palestinian factions
to Asia for Xi agree to hand
talks, eyes Kim Gaza to technocrat
meeting committee
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Hamas to release UN cybercrime .
hostage as treaty to be signed
part of direct £ inHanoito tackle YBERCRIHE A
Gaza talks with US global offenses -
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In Hanoi {o tackle Slobal olienses Tr“mp heads '0 ASia iﬂr Xi

('IOUNTERlNhn;j:_?n lﬂlKS, eyes Kim meeting

Y US President Donald Trump left

E f ) on Friday for Asia and high-stakes
E RC R '{_ ; trade talks with Chinese counterpart
o = Xi Jinping - adding that he would

ON cybercrime (reaty (o be sicned

also like to meet North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un on his trip.
Trump is set to meet Xi in South
Korea on the last day of his regional
swing in a bid to seal a deal to end
the bruising trade war between the
world’s two biggest economies.

He will also visit Malaysia and
Japan on his first trip to Asia since
he returned to the White House
in January in a blaze of tariffs and
international dealmaking.

Trump told reporters aboard Air
Force One that he hoped for a “very
good meeting” with Xi. adding that
he expected China to make a deal
to avoid further 100 percent tariffs
that are due to come into effect on
November 1.

As he left Washington: Trump
added to speculation that while
on the Korean peninsula he could
meet Kim Jong Un for the first time
since 2019.

“I would. If you want to put out the
word: 'm open to it.” Trump added
aboard the presidential plane. “I
had a great relationship with him.”
The two leaders last met in Hanoi
Vietnam¢ during Trump’s first
term. Kim has said he would also be
open to meeting the US president
if Washington drops its demand
that Pyongyang give up its nuclear
arsenal.

Seoul’s reunification minister has
said there is a “considerable” chance

HANOI

A landmark UN cybercrime treaty. aimed at
tackling offenses that cost the global economy
trillions of dollars annually: is set to be signed
in Vietnam’s capital Hanoi by around 60
countries over the weekend. The convention.
which will take effect after it is ratified by 40
nations: is expected to streamline international
cooperation against cybercrime: but has been
criticized by activists and tech companies over
concerns of possible human rights abuses.
“Cyberspace has become fertile ground for
criminals...every day. sophisticated scams
defraud families: steal livelihoods: and drain
billions of dollars from our economies:” UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said at the
opening ceremony.

“The UN Cybercrime Convention is a powerful
legally binding instrument to strengthen our
collective defenses against cybercrime.”

The convention targets a broad spectrum of
offenses from phishing and ransomware to
online trafficking and hate speech: the UN has
said: citing estimates that cybercrime costs the
global economy trillions of dollars each year.
Vietnam President Luong Cuong said the
signing of the convention “not only marks
the birth of a global legal instrument: but also
affirms the enduring vitality of multilateralism.
where countries overcome differences and are
willing to shoulder responsibilities together
for the common interests of peace: security:

The US leader said he had “heard
great things about her” and hailed
the fact that she was an acolyte of
assassinated former premier Shinzo
Abe: who had close ties with Trump.
Japan has escaped the worst of the
tariffs Trump slapped on countries
around the world to end what he
calls unfair trade balances that are
“ripping off the United States.”

and meet US tech bosses for dinner.
on the sidelines of the summit in the
city of Gyeongju.

On Thursday: Trump will meet Xi
for the first time since his return
to office. Global markets will be
watching closely to see if the two
men can halt the trade war sparked
by Trump’s sweeping tariffs earlier
this year: especially after a recent
dispute over Beijing’s rare-earth
curbs. Trump initially threatened to
cancel the meeting and announced

the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) summit - a
meeting he skipped several times in
his first term.

Trump is set to ink a trade deal with
Malaysia; but more importantly
he will oversee the signing of a
peace accord between Thailand and
Cambodias as he continues his quest
for a Nobel Peace Prize.

He said he also expected to meet
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva on the sidelines of the

Trump and Xi

stability and development.”

Critics have warned its vague definition of
crime could enable abuse. The Cybersecurity
Tech Accord: which includes Meta and
Microsoft. has dubbed the pact a “surveillance
treaty,” saying it may facilitate data sharing
among governments and criminalize ethical

that Trump and Kim will meet while
the US leader is in South Korea
mainly for a regional summit.

Peace and trade deals

summit to improve ties with the
leftist leader after months of bad
blood.

Trump’s next destination will
be Tokyo. where he arrives on
Monday. He will meet conservative
Sanae Takaichii named this week as

But the highlight of the trip is
expected to be South Korea: with
Trump due to land in the southern
port city of Busan on Wednesday
ahead of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) summit.

Trump will meet South Korean

the fresh 100 percent tariffs during
that row: before saying he would go
ahead after all.

The US president says he will also
discuss fentanyl with Xic as he
raises pressure on Beijing to curb
trafficking of the powerful opioid
and cracks down on Latin American

hackers who test systems for vulnerabilities. Trump’s first stop will be Malaysia.  Japan’s first woman prime minister.  President Lee Jae Myung address an

The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC):
which led the treaty negotiations: said the
agreement includes provisions to protect
human rights and promotes legitimate research
activities.

The European Union: the United States and
Canada sent diplomats and officials to sign the
treaty in Hanoi.

Vietnam’s role as host has also stirred
controversy. The US State Department recently
flagged “significant human rights issues” in the
country: including online censorship. Human
Rights Watch says at least 40 people have been
arrested this year:. including for expressing
dissent online.

Vietnam views the treaty as an opportunity to
enhance its global standing and cyber defenses
amid rising attacks on critical infrastructure.

Madagascar revokes ousied
presidents nationality

ANTANANARIVO

Madagascar’s new government has stripped
ousted president Andry Rajoelina of his
Malagasy nationality in a decree published
Friday: media reports said: 10 days after he was
removed in a military takeover.

The decree means that Rajoelina — who was
impeached on October 14 after fleeing the
island nation in the wake of weeks of protests
— would not be able to contest future elections.
The decree published in the official gazette said
Rajoelina’s Malagasy nationality was revoked
because he had acquired French nationality in
2014« local media reported: as photographs of
the document were shared online.

French broadcaster RFI said it had confirmed
the decree with the entourage of the new
prime minister. Herintsalama Rajaonarivelo.
who signed the order. The decree cited laws
stipulating that a Malagasy who voluntarily
acquires a foreign nationality loses their
Malagasy nationality. Rajoelina’s French
nationality caused a scandal when it was
revealed ahead of the November 2023 elections:
nearly 10 years after it was granted. It triggered
calls for him to be disqualified but he went on to
win the contested polls: which were boycotted
by opposition parties.

where he arrives on Sunday: for

on Tuesday.

APEC lunch with business leaders

drug cartels.

Trum
despite

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
slammed Canada for playing
“dirty” Friday as a row over an
advertisement featuring former
leader Ronald Reagan that
prompted Trump to scrap trade
talks showed no sign of abating.
The Canadian province of Ontario
said it would pull the offending
anti-tariff ad on Monday so
that negotiations could restart
after Trump alleged that the ad
misrepresented the views of fellow
Republican Reagan.
But Trump showed no sign of
backing down: saying Ontario
should not have let it air during
the first two games this weekend
of baseball’s World Series.
Adding extra spice to the row: the
World Series features a Canadian
team: the Toronto Blue Jays:
facing a US team: the Los Angeles
Dodgers. The Blue Jays thrashed
the Dodgers 114- in the first game
on Friday.
“Canada got caught cheating on
a commerciali can you believe
it?” Trump told reporters before
heading on a trip to Asia.
“And T heard they were pulling
the ad - I didn’t know they were
putting it on a little bit more.
They could have pulled it tonight”
Trump added.
After a reporter said the ad would
be pulled on Monday: Trump
replied: “That’s dirty play. But I

D slams ‘dirty’ Canada

withdrawal ol Reagan ad

i

can play dirtier than they can.”
Trump announced on his Truth
Social network on Thursday that he
had “terminated” all negotiations
with Canada over what he called
the “fake” ad campaign.

Less than 24 hours later. Ontario
premier Doug Ford said he was
suspending the ads after talking
to Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney about the spiraling row
with Washington.

“In speaking with Prime Minister
Carney: Ontario will pause its US
advertising campaign effective
Monday so that trade talks can
resume.” Ford said in a post on X.

‘Crooked ad’

The Canadian ad used quotes
from a radio address on trade that
Reagan delivered in 1987 in which
he warned against ramifications
that he said high tariffs on foreign
imports could have on the US
economy. It cited Reagan as saying
that “high tariffs inevitably lead to
retaliation by foreign countries and
the triggering of fierce trade wars.”
a quote that matches a transcript of
his speech on the Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library’s website.

The Ronald Reagan foundation
wrote on X on Thursday that the
Ontario government had used

“selective audio and video” and
that it was reviewing its legal
options. Trump said on Friday
night that it was a “crooked ad.”
adding that “they know Ronald
Reagan loved tariffs.”Trump and
Carneyareboth settobeatadinner
on the sidelines of an Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) in
South Korea on Wednesday.

But Trump said he had no plans
to meet Carney.The latest twist
in relations between the United
States and Canada came just over
two weeks after Carney visited
Trump at the White House to seek
a relaxation of stift US tariffs.
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Palestinian Iactions agree (o hand
aia (0 technocrat committee

N

~

CAIRO

The main Palestinian political
factions. including Hamas. said
Friday they had agreed that
an independent committee of
technocrats would take over the
running of post-war Gaza.
During a meeting in Cairo.
according to a joint statement
published on the Hamas
website. the groups agreed to
hand “over the administration
of the Gaza Strip to a temporary
Palestinian committee
composed of independent
technocrats.”

It said the committee would
“manage the affairs of life and
basic services in cooperation
with Arab brothers and
international institutions.”
The statement also said the
factions had agreed to work on
unifying a common position
“to confront the challenges
facing the Palestinian cause.”
It called for a meeting of all
forces and factions to “agree
on a national strategy and
to revitalize the Palestine
Liberation Organization
(PLO) as the sole legitimate
representative of the
Palestinian people.”

Hamas is not part of the PLO.

longtime rival Fatah.
An informed source told AFP

from Hamas and Fatah met

in Cairo to discuss the second The source. who spoke on

plan in Gaza.

said that both sides agreed
to “continue meetings in the

on organizing the Palestinian
internal front in the face of the
challenges posed by the Israeli
government.”

Alongside the Hamas-Fatah
talks. Egypt’s intelligence chief
Hassan Rashad met senior
officials from key Palestinian
factions.

They included Islamic Jihad.
an ally of Hamas. as well as
the Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine and
the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine — both
factions within the PLO.
Hamas and Fatah have a
history of deep political rivalry.
which flared into fighting for a
time after a 2006 election. and
which has hindered efforts at
Palestinian national unity.

In December 2024. they agreed
to create a committee to jointly
administer post-war Gaza.
The agreement was criticized.
particularly by members of
Fatah.

Hamas. which seized power
in the territory in 2007. has
already made it clear that
it does not wish to govern
the post-war territory. but
has pushed back against the
insistence that it disarm its

fighters.

which is dominated by its on Thursday that delegations phase of a US-backed ceasefire condition  of

seven Yemeni UN workers detained
In Sanaa: Houthi security source

security official told AFP

anonymity. coming period and to work

Kill at least two

o Houthis — condemned the

“Seven UN employees: all employeesc all of them

N TRy

Russian drone and missile strikes
killed at least two people and
wounded more than a dozen
in multiple regions of Ukraine:
authorities said Saturday.

In Dnipropetrovsk. the regional
military administration chief said
two people were killed and seven
more wounded in missile and
drone attacks.

“Fires broke out. Apartment and
private buildings: an outbuilding;
a shop: and a car were damaged.”
Vladyslav Gaivanenko said on

Telegram.
Moscow also targeted the capital
Kyiv in overnight attacks:

damaging buildings and homes in
multiple districts and wounding
at least eight people.

“Explosions in the capital. The
city is under a ballistic attack.”
Kyiv mayor Vitali Klitschko said

Russian strikes on Ukraine

on Telegram.

“There are currently 8 wounded
people in the capital:” he said in
a separate post. adding three of
them had been hospitalized.

He said “large fires” were burning
in non-residential buildings in
the Desnyansky and Darnytsky
districts.

Tymur Tkachenko: the head of
the city’s military administration.
said damage had occurred in
Dniprovsky district as well. He
reported an unspecified number
of wounded.

The attack comes as Kyiv's
Western allies ratchet up pressure
on Russia as the war enters its
fourth winter.

Both the United States and
European Union announced new
sanctions this week on Russian
energy aimed at crippling its war
economy.

of them Yemenis: have
been arrested from late last
night until this afternoon on
charges of spying for Israel,”
a source said

The internationally
recognized Yemeni
government in Aden

condemned the new arrests

DUBAI: Several Yemenis
working for the United
Nations in the militant-held
capital Sanaa have been
detained on accusations of
spying for Israeli a Houthi

Friday: in the latest arrests
targeting the world body’s
staff.

Earlier this week: 20 UN staff
including 15 foreigners were
released after being held in
their compound since a raid
last week-end.

The militants have harassed
and detained UN staffand aid
workers for years: accusing
them of spying: but they have
accelerated arrests since the
start of the Gaza war.

“Seven  United  Nations

Yemenis: have been arrested
from late last night until
this afternoon on charges of
spying for Israel:” a security
source in Sanaa told AFP.
Another Houthi source
confirmed UN employees
had been arrested but did not
specify how many.

The UN did not immediately
respond to a request
for comment. The
internationally ~ recognized
Yemeni  government in
Aden — which opposes the

new arrests; labelling them
an escalation.

The Houthis: part of Iran’s
“axis of resistance” against
Israel and the United States:
have frequently fired at ships
in the Red Sea and at Israeli
territory during the two-year
Gaza war. claiming solidarity
with the Palestinians.

Israel haslaunched numerous
retaliatory strikes: including
a major attack in August that
killed the Houthis’ premier
and nearly half of his cabinet.

US will end support for Israel
Il West Bank annexed: Trump

LONDON

The US will end its support
for Israel if its parliament
votes to pass a bill giving it
sovereignty over the West
Bank( President Donald
Trump has said.

The bill refers to the region in
its Biblical terms: imposing
“Israeli sovereignty across
Judea and Samaria.”

A preliminary reading — the
first of four stages — passed
in favor of the legislation on
Wednesday with 25 votes for
and 24 against.

Trump is adamant that the
bill will not pass into law.
“It won’t happen because I
gave my word to the Arab
countries” he told Time
magazine. “Israel would
lose all of its support from
the United States if that

happened.”
He told reporters on
Thursday: “Don’t  worry

about the West Bank. Israel’s
not going to do anything with
the West Bank.”

On  Wednesday: Israel’s

parliament also voted to

apply Israeli law to an
illegal ~ settlement  near
Jerusalem: Maale Adumim:
in legislation put forward
by an  ultraconservative
parliamentarian: Avi Maoz.

It came despite a decision by
the parliament’s legislation
committee to postpone all
coalition votes while US Vice
President JD Vance is in
Israel on an official visit.

Vance hit out at the decision

to press on with the votes
telling reporters that they
were “stupid” and that
“the policy of the Trump
administration is that the
West Bank will not be
annexed by Israel.”
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