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Thailand’s iormer PM
Pactonglarn quits as party leader

-

BANGKOK

Thailand’s recently removed prime minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra resigned Wednesday
as leader of the party founded by her father. ex-
premier Thaksin. signaling the potential end of
the family’s decades-long political dynasty.
Paetongtarn. 39. served less than a year as
prime minister before being sacked by a court
in August over an ethics breach related to her
handling of a border dispute with Cambodia.
The Shinawatra clan has for two decades been
the key foe of Thailand’s pro-military. pro-
royalty elite who view their populist brand
of politics as a threat to the traditional social
order.

But the Shinawatra dynasty has faced a series
of legal and political setbacks. including the
jailing of 76-year-old Thaksin this year for
corruption during his time in office.

The Pheu Thai party announced Paetongtarn’s
resignation in a statement on Wednesday.
quoting her as saying the move would allow
the party to “undergo a complete overhaul.”
“My resignation will allow the party to upgrade
so eventually we can win the election.” she said
in the statement.

Paetongtarn added that she would remain a
party member and “continue to work hard for
our Thailand.”

Thaksin. who founded the first iteration of
Pheu Thai in the late 1990s. was ousted in a
2006 coup and then went into exile for more
than a decade.

Paetongtarn was the third Shinawatra to
become prime minister. following her father
and aunt Yingluck Shinawatra. She is also the
last family member still active in politics.
Analysts say her departure as party leader could
mark the end of the family’s dominance in Thai
politics. though some believe the Shinawatras
still hold sway over Pheu Thai.

“It doesn’t matter who leads Pheu Thai. it will
always be run by the family in the backroom.”
Yuttaporn Issarachai. a politics expert at
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University.
said.

He added that her resignation was mainly to
safeguard against legal challenges to the party.
after she was removed from office by the court.

North Korea has fired a ballistic
missile toward the east, Seoul Says

SEOUL. South Korea

North Korea fired a ballistic missile in an
eastward direction on Wednesday. South
Korea’s military said. the North’s first weapons
testing activity in about five months.

A brief statement from South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staft gave no further details such as
how far the weapon flew.

North Korea usually test-launches missiles
in the waters between the Korean Peninsula
and Japan. causing no damage in neighboring
countries. But the Joint Chiefs of Staff statement
only said the latest missile was launched in an
eastward direction.

The launch comes days before South Korea
hosts the Asia-Pacific Economic Conference.
US President Donald Trump. Chinese
President Xi Jinpingand other worldleaders are
to gather in the South Korean city of Gyeongju.
Experts earlier said North Korea could launch
provocative missile tests before or during the
APEC summit to underscore its commitment
to being recognized as a nuclear weapons
state. Experts say Kim would need that status
to call for the UN to lift punishing economic
sanctions on it.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has been
sharply accelerating the pace of weapons tests
since since his high-stakes nuclear diplomacy
with Trump fell apart in 2019 due to wrangling
over US-led economic sanctions on North
Korea. But last month. Kim suggested he could
return to talks if the US drops its demand for a
denuclearization of North Korea. after Trump
repeatedly expressed his hopes for a new round
of diplomacy.

for falks on migration and security

western Balkans leaders
meet in London

LONDON

Leaders of six Western Balkan
nations are due to meet British
and European officials in
London on Wednesday for
talks on migration. security and
economic growth in a volatile
region where Russia seeks to
wield influence.

Delegations from Albania.
Bosnia. Kosovo. Montenegro.
North Macedonia and Serbia
are attending a summit
held as part of the Berlin
Process. launched in 2014
to keep the southeastern
European countries working
toward European Union
membership.

The only Western Balkan nation
to join the EU is Croatia. which
became a member in 2013.
Progress for the others has
stalled. with countries at various
stages of the journey. and in
recent years tensions have flared
between Serbia and Kosovo. a
former Serbian province whose
independence is not recognized
by Belgrade.

The EU’s openness to accept
new members has grown since
Russia’s ~ full-scale  invasion
of Ukraine in 2022. There are
concerns the war in Ukraine
and Russia’s deepening
confrontation with the West
could spill over into a region still
scarred by its own conflicts.

The UK is hosting the annual
summit despite leaving the EU
in 2020. It is also being attended
by representatives of several
European countries and the EU.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s
center-leftgovernmentishoping
to make progress on tackling the
drug trade. bolstering Western
Balkan nations’ defenses against
interference from Moscow and
— a particular British priority
—  curbing  unauthorized
migration.

Gangs have smuggled hundreds
of thousands of people to the
EU via the Western Balkans in
recent years. and Britain says
a quarter of migrants reaching
the UK in small boats across the
English Channel have traveled
through the region.

Britain is hoping to build on a
joint task force with Albania that
has helped — through a returns
agreement and local projects in
areas the migrants come from —
reduce the number of Albanian
migrants trying to reach the UK.
from 12.000 in 2022 to some 600
in 2024.

Britain also has sent law
enforcement officers to the

region to work with the EU
border agency. Frontex. and it is
seeking countries willing to host
“return hubs” where rejected
asylum-seekers could be held
until they can be deported.

The leaders of Albania and
Montenegro both expressed
reluctance to have return hubs
on their soil.

“When it comes to the hubs. or
whatever they are called. I've
said it. and I repeat — never
in Albania.” Albanian Prime
Minister Edi Rama said Tuesday
at the Chatham House think
tank.

Montenegro’s Prime Minister
Milojko Spajic said his country
is “not part of the migrant routes
through the Balkans” because
its railway infrastructure isn’t
developed enough.

He said might be willing to
accept a migrant returns hub
if Britain agreed to “invest
10 billion euros into building
railways.”
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[mmigration agents conducting
sweep on NY('s iamed Canal
reet conironted by protesters

NEW YORK

An immigration enforcement sweep targeting
vendors on Manhattan’s famed Canal Street
turned chaotic on Tuesday after droves of angry
New Yorkers surrounded federal agents and
attempted to block them from driving off.
prompting arrests and fierce stand-offs along
a bustling downtown corridor.

The confrontation began shortly after 4 p.m..
as federal agents fanned out across a section of
Chinatown that has long served as a not-so-
underground market for knock-off designer
handbags. watches. perfumes. electronics and
other goods.

An Associated Press reporter observed dozens
of agents as they detained a street vendor
selling bedazzled smartphone cases. one of a
number of arrests in the area.

A contingent of protesters. many of whom
appeared to be on their way home from
work. then surrounded the masked officers.
attempting to block their vehicle as they
shouted “ICE out of New York” and called on
other pedestrians to join them.

Agents from Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. Border Patrol and other federal
offices tried to clear the streets. in some
cases shoving protesters to the ground and
threatening them with pepper spray before
detaining them. As more New Yorkers joined
the fray. some of the federal agents retreated on
foot. followed by jeering protestersand honking
vehicles. Additional federal agents. armed with
long guns and tactical gear. also arrived in a
military tactical vehicle and made additional
arrests. Tricia McLaughlin. a spokesperson for
the Department of Homeland Security. said
the agents were conducting an enforcement
operation against sellers of “counterfeit goods”
“During this law enforcement operation.
rioters who were shouting obscenities. became
violent and obstructed law enforcement duties
including blocking vehicles and assaulting law
enforcement.” she said.

At least one person was arrested for assaulting
an officer. McLaughlin said. She did not
respond to a request about how many vendors
were detained.

ABIDJAN

Youth anger In Ivory Coast as the 83-yeal-
old president seeks a lourth term

minister. and Simone Gbagbo. a

Ouattara’s pitch

economic growth in 2024.

Placide Konan has been using
his slam poetry shows to speak
out against Ivory Coast President
Alassane Ouattara’s bid for
a fourth term in Saturday’s
election.

The 33-year-old in the capital.
Abidjan. told The Associated
Press he is frustrated by hardship
in the country. Despite being
one of West Africa’s economic
powerhouses and the world’s
largest cocoa producer. it has
growing inequality and a poverty
rate of 37.5 percent. More than
three-quarters of the population
is under 35.

“People can no longer make
ends meet. Konan said. “You
have to be very lucky. or a bit
of a magician. to be able to live
comfortably.” he said of the
vibrant port capital. which still
basks in its role as host of the
2024 Africa Cup of Nations.
Analysts say the 83-year-old
Ouattara is likely to win and
extend hisrulethatbeganin 2011.
Key opposition leaders have been
disqualified. including former
Credit Suisse chief executive
Tidjane Thiam. A local court
ruled that Thiam had French
nationality. which Ivorian law
does not allow for presidential
candidates. He rejected the
decision as foul play and gave up
his French nationality in March.
Instead. Ouattara will face a
weakened challenge from four
candidates including Jean-Louis
Billon. a former commerce

former first lady.

The election is the latest in a
pattern of African long-term
presidents on a collision course
with mostly young citizens.
Concerns about possible violence
About 8.7 million people are
registered to vote in the election
amid fears of the violence that
has been common around past
ones.

The ban on key opposition
leaders has prompted protests
that authorities have tried to
block. Hundreds of protesters
have been arrested. with some
sentenced to  prison. The
government has restricted public
gatherings and deployed more
than 40.000 security personnel.
At least three people have been
killed.

Critics say the government
has exploited legal provisions
to weaken the opposition. and
they allege unfairness in the
final list of candidates. The
president has denied targeting
the opposition.

The recent events “undermine
stability at a time when (Ivory
Coast). like other countries
in West Africa. faces big
challenges.” said Paul Melly. a
consulting fellow with the Africa
program at Chatham House.
Ouattara came to  power
following a political crisis in 2010
and 2011 after Laurent Gbagbo
refused to concede defeat. About
3.000 people were killed in the
unrest.

Ignoring calls to step down and
brushing aside concerns over his
age. Ouattara has said he seeks a
fourth term due to the country’s
“unprecedented security.
economic  and  monetary”
challenges.

In a pitch to young people.
Ouattara told a rally last week:
“I have always been committed
to offering the best to our youth
so that you can start businesses.
work. learn and be independent.”
He won a disputed third term
in 2020 after he claimed that a
2016 constitutional change reset
his years in office to zero. Nearly
100 people died after Ouattara’s
victory. according to rights
groups.

“Ouattara has almost exclusive
control over the state apparatus.”
said Séverin Yao Kouamé.
a research professor at the
country’s University of Bouaké.
“He has been able to build power
relationships with all those who
opposed him. from which he
emerged victorious.”

Trouble in the north

Ouattara’s supporters point to
a relatively strong economy.
a flurry of infrastructure
development across the country
and investments in the public
sector on the back of increasing
government  earnings  and
foreign investment.

The country saw 6 percent

according to the World Bank.
“If you left Cote d’Ivoire to
live abroad for a few years and
came back today. you would not
recognize your neighborhood.”
said  Assita  Karamoko. a
hairdresser in Abidjan who
supports Ouattara. referring to
the country by its French name.
A commuter train line in Abidjan
is being expanded. In rural areas.
more roads have been paved.
What was once considered an
Abidjan-centric economy is
expanding.

“But it is still very hard to
translate all of these into enough
more jobs for young people. In
terms of youth employment and
business opportunity. there is
still a long way to go.” Melly with
Chatham House said. Security is
another challenge. Bordered to
the north by conflict-hit Mali and
Burkina Faso. Ivory Coastis under
pressure to stop a push by armed
groups into coastal West Africa.
The two junta-led countries have
severed ties with the regional
bloc. leading to a breakdown in
security cooperation. Analysts
regard the Ivorian military as one
of the region’s most sophisticated.
but as neighbors lose more
ground to armed groups. Ivory
Coast will have more to deal with.
“The security conditions are
fragile and exposed in the north
of the country.” Melly said. “That
is not the fault of the Ivorian
government. (but) that is the
reality of the regional situation.”
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Egyptian intelligence chief meels
With Netanyahu Ior Gaza talks

JERUSALEM
Egypt’s intelligence head Hassan

Rashad met Israel's Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
in Jerusalem on Tuesday for talks
aimed at reinforcing a fragile US-
backed ceasefire in Gaza.

“Prime  Minister =~ Benjamin
Netanyahu and his professional
team met with the head of
Egyptian intelligence at the Prime
Minister’s Office in Jerusalem.”
Netanyahu’s office said in a
statement.

“During the meeting. they
discussed advancing President
Trump’s  plan. Israel-Egypt

relations. strengthening peace
between the countries. as well
as other regional issues.” the
statement added. referring to a
Gaza roadmap presented by US

President Donald Trump that

included the initial truce.

The Egyptian spy chief will also
meet with US Middle East envoy
Steve Witkoff. who is currently
in Israel. Egyptian state-linked
news outlet Extra News reported.
Rashad’s trip to Jerusalem comes
more than a week into a fragile
truce between Israel and Hamas.
under a deal brokered in the
Egyptian Red Sea resort town of
Sharm El-Sheikh.

It coincides with a visit by US
Vice President JD Vance. also to
shore up the ceasefire. Vance is
expected to meet special envoys
Witkoff and Jared Kushner and
US military experts monitoring
the truce.
AccordingtoIsraelimediareports
Vance will also meet Israeli
leaders. including Netanyahu on
Wednesday in Jerusalem.

Bangladesh court detains army

oificers for landmark trial

% i _—
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b
DHAKA was an important step toward
A Bangladeshi court remanded in ~ accountability.

custody on Wednesday 15 high-
ranking army officers on charges
of enforced disappearances and
atrocities committed during the
2024 uprising that toppled the
government.

It is first time that formal charges
have been brought for enforced
disappearances in Bangladesh.
and the first time so many senior
military officials have faced a
civilian trial.

The men. including five generals.
are accused of running a secret
detention center during the tenure
of the now-ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina.

All have served in Bangladeshi
military  intelligence or the
feared paramilitary Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB).

The army has said it will assist the
judicial process. but the situation
has been tense since the court
issued arrest warrants earlier this
month.

“They declared their allegiance
to the law of the land and their
respect for the judicial process.”
chief prosecutor Tajul Islam told
reporters.

“That  was reflected in the
cooperation they have extended.”
UN Human Rights Chief Volker
Turk. in a statement on October
15. said that the court process

“It is a significant moment for

victims and their families.” Turk

said.

The officers were brought by a
prison van to the court. guarded
by a heavy deployment of police.
Bangladesh is prosecuting former
senior figures connected to Hasina
- now a fugitive in exile in India
- and her now-banned Awami
League party.

Up to 1.400 people were killed
in the clashes between July and

August 2024 as the security forces

tried to quash anti-government

protests. according to the United
Nations.

During Hasina’s rule. RAB forces
carried out scores of killings. and
the organization was sanctioned

by the United States in 2021.

Hasina. 78. fled last year to New
Delhi. where she has defied court
orders to return to attend her
ongoing crimes against humanity
trial for ordering the deadly
crackdown.

Her trial in absentia is in its
final stages. with Hasina’s state-
appointed defense giving closing
arguments. The prosecution have
demanded the death penalty for
Hasina.

Hasina’s Awami League says that
she “categorically” denies the
charges.

-
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UN warns severe danger [rom unexploded

ordnance in Gaza will persist for years

NEW YORK CITY
The UN Mine Action Service
has warned of the severe
threat posed by unexploded
ordnance in Gaza. as
displaced communities and
aid workers begin to return
to areas ravaged by two
years of relentless Israeli
bombardment.

Luke David Irving. the chief
of UNMAS in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories.
highlighted the ongoing
dangers posed by these
explosive remnants of war.
“As  communities and
humanitarian personnel
now move through affected
areas. the explosive risk is
incredibly high.” said Irving.
speaking in Jerusalem.

“We know from decades
of experience that when
many other conflicts end.
explosive ordnance continue
to maim and kill. Gaza is no

exception.”
His team has documented
many cases of injuries

when people encountered
unexploded ordnance.
he added. including five
children who were hurt last
week. two of them seriously.
“It is one of hundreds of
stories of people. often
children. killed and suftering
life-changing injuries at the
hands of these dangerous
items.” Since October 2023.
UNMAS has recorded 328
incidents in Gaza in which
people were injured or killed
by unexploded ordnance.
However. the actual number
is likely much higher.

“We expect that this figure is
significantly underreported.”
Irving said. “More. and
many more. people have
been injured or killed by
ordnance littering Gaza over
the past two years.”

UNMAS teams have so
far identified 560 items

of explosive ordnance in

accessible parts of Gaza
but warned the full extent
of the contamination will
remain unknown until more
comprehensive surveys can
be conducted.

“We expect to find many
more items in the coming
weeks as we can access more
areas under the ceasefire.”

Irving added.
The threat posted by
unexploded  devices s

expected to persist for
months and years to come.
posing risks to residents
as they return to their
neighborhoods to salvage
whatever belongings they
can. and children play in
affected zones.
Humanitarian workers also
face significant danger as
they venture into previously
inaccessible locations. and
Irving stressed the important
need to remove explosive
devices.

“Humanitarian mine action
is indispensable to pave
the way for aid delivery

and any recovery and
reconstruction.” he said.
UNMAS has already reached
an estimated 460.000 people
in Gaza in its efforts to
help communities remain
safe. through  in-person
risk-education =~ campaigns
in shelters. health centers
and within areas affected
by the conflict. Its workers
have distributed more than
400.000 flyers. stickers and
other awareness materials
since March 2025. But much
more remains to be done.
“We need to reach the entire
population of Gaza with
these messages to mitigate
the risk.” Irving said.
UNMAS also carries out
technical assessments of
critical infrastructure.
including  roads. health
centers. water facilities.
bakeries and agricultural
areas. tohelp ensurethesafety
of humanitarian operations.
These assessments have also
assisted with early recovery
efforts.  including the
clearance of an estimated

10 come

50 to 60 million tonnes of
debris potentially harboring
explosive devices.

Since the ceasefire began
on Oct. 10. UNMAS has
received nearly 100 requests
for explosives-clearance
support. about 10 a day
on average. as a result of
which efforts are being made
to bring more technical
personnel into Gaza to scale
up operations.

However. longer-term
recovery will depend on
securing approval for the
widespread deployment of
critical disposal equipment.
Irving said.

“We ask that this equipment
gets brought in for the wider
sector. and this will enable
the longer-term recovery of
Gaza.” he added.

Irving thanked donors for
their ongoing support for
his agency. and emphasized
the urgent need for the
expansion of humanitarian
explosives-clearance action
as Gaza moves towards
recovery.

Drone attack hits Khartoum airport
area ahead ol reopening: witnesses

KHARTOUM

A drone attack struck
the vicinity of Khartoum
International Airport early
Tuesday. witnesses  said.
one day before the army-
backed government was
due to reopen the facility for
domestic flights for the first
time in over two years.
The airport has been shut
since fighting erupted in
April 2023 between the
Sudanese army and the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF). leaving vital
infrastructure across the
capital heavily damaged.
Witnesses told AFP they
heard the sounds of drones
in central and southern
Khartoum and sounds of
explosions in the airport area
from 4 am until 6 am local
time (02000400~ GMT).
One eyewitness in the Al-
Azhari neighborhood in
southern Khartoum said
he “heard the sound of an
explosion and then a drone
passed overhead.”
A resident in central
Khartoum said he was
woken “at 4 am to the
sound of drones in the sky.
Shortly after. we heard loud
explosions in the direction of
the airport.”

On Monday. Sudan’s Civil

Aviation  Authority had
said the airport would
reopen on Wednesday. with
domestic flights resuming
gradually after technical and
operational preparations
were completed.

Khartoum has remained
relatively calm since the
army reclaimed control
earlier this year. but drone
attacks have continued. with
the RSF repeatedly accused
of targeting military and
civilian infrastructure.
Another eyewitness also told
AFP that “drones bombed
northern Omdurman.” part
of greater Khartoum. early
Tuesday. an area known to

host some of Sudan’s largest
military installations.

“I saw three drones heading
north toward Wadi Sayedna
(military) base and I heard
the sound of explosions.”
they said.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the
strikes and no information
on casualties or damage was
released.

Tuesday’s strike marks the
third drone attack on the
capital in a week. Last week.
drones targeted Khartoum
on two consecutive days.
including strikes on two
army bases in the city’s
northwest. A military official
said most of the drones were

intercepted.
Following  the  army’s
counteroffensive and

recapture of Khartoum.
more than 800.000 people
have returned to the capital.
The army-aligned
government  has  since
launched a wide-ranging
reconstruction ~ campaign
and is moving officials back
from the Red Sea city of
Port Sudan. where they had
operated during the conflict.
Large parts of Khartoum.
however.  remain in
ruins. with millions still
experiencing frequent
blackouts linked to RSF
drone activity.

The most intense violence

meanwhile is now
concentrated in the west.
where RSF forces have

surrounded El-Fasher. the
last major city in Darfur not
under their control.

The paramilitary force has
tried to seize the city for
over 18 months. making it
the most strategically critical
front of the war.

The UN warned on Monday
of escalating violence in
North and West Darfur. with
drone strikes and ground
clashes reported across both
regions.
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