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News

Ukrainians brace ior another
winter of power cuis
as Russia shifts tactics

SHOSTKA
Asthelightswentoutinherhometown 40-year-
old Zinaida Kot could not help but think about
her next dialysis treatment for kidney disease.
Without electricity: the machine that keeps her
alive stops working.

Kot is among millions of Ukrainians who
are bracing for another winter of power cuts
and possibly blackouts as Russia renewed its
campaign of attacks on the country’s energy
grid. Analysts and officials say that this year
Moscow has shifted tactics: targeting specific
regions and gas infrastructure.

In some regions — mostly those closer to the
front line in the east — the season of buzzing
generators has started: as well as long hours of
darkness with no power or water. People are
once again pulling out small power stations:
charging numerous power banks: and storing
bottles of water in their bathrooms.

The attacks have grown more effective as
Russia launches hundreds of drones: some
equipped with cameras that improve targeting
overwhelming air defenses — especially in
regions where protection is weaker.

The consequences are already reshaping daily
life — especially for those whose survival
depends on electricity. For Zinaida Kot: who
has been on dialysis for seven years: this is far
worse than mere discomfort.

“It is bad. We really worry when there is no
electricity.” she said from her hospital bed:
connected to a dialysis machine powered by a
generator that staff call “not reliable enough.”
“If there’s no treatment; I would die. I would
not exist”

Blackout in Shostka

In early Octoberc a Russian strike left the
small northern town of Shostka — with a
prewar population of nearly 72:000 — without
electricity. water: or gas. The town lies just 50
kilometers (31 miles) from the front line in
northern Sumy region. Gas service was later
restored: and electricity returned for only a few
hours each day.

“The situation is challenging,” said Mykola
Noha: the mayor of Shostka. Electricity and
water are now supplied on a schedule available
for a few hours each day. “And it really worries
the residents as we can’t predict power cuts. We
fixsomethingand it gets destroyed again. Thisis
our situation.”

Shostka hums with the low growl of generators
on rain-dark asphalt. blanketed in yellow
leaves. They power cafes: shops: residential
buildings: and hospitals. Across town: so-
called “invincibility points” offer residents a
place to charge devices: warm up. and even rest
on cots provided.

The hardest days: locals say. were when there
was no gas — no heat or way to cook — and
people made meals over open fires in the
streets.

At the local hospitali where all stoves are
electric staff built a simple wood-burning oven
during the early days of Russia’s invasion: in
2022, when the town came close to occupation.
And now it helps to feed at least 180 patients:
said Svitlana Zakoteir 57 a nurse who oversees
the patients’ meals.

The hospital has spent three weeks running on
generators — a costly lifeline that burns half
a ton of fuel a day: about 250,000 hryvnias
(85¢973) a week: said the hospital’s chiefi Oleh
Shtohryn. That’s nearly as much as its usual
monthly electricity bill.

Power is rationed. In the dialysis ward: lights
stay dim so electricity can feed the machines
that keep patients alive. One of the eight
units burned out because of the blackout —
a costly loss the hospital could not afford to
replace soon. Stilli 23 patients come daily for
hourslong treatment.

Russia has new strategy
to bomb the energy sites

The crisis in Shostka reflects Russia’s shifting
strategy. In 2022-2023; Moscow launched
waves of missiles and drones across the country
to destabilize Ukraine’s national grid. This
year it is striking region by region.

The recent pattern shows heavier attacks on the
Chernihivc Sumy. and Poltava regions while
Kharkivi Odesa: Mykolaivc and Dnipro face
less frequent but still regular strikes.

“They’ve had no success hitting the national
infrastructure because it's now much better
protected and operators know how to respond.”
said Oleksandr Kharchenko: director of the
Energy Research Center. “So they’ve decided
to refocus and change tactics.”
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What Trump’s ‘hustoric dawn of a new
[ddle East’ means for Gaza’s iragile peace

LONDON

Hopes were high when the US-
brokered ceasefire took effect in
Gaza on Oct. 10: bringingabout the
first real pause in fighting in many
months and the genuine prospect
of peace. Events over the weekend:
however: have cast those hopes into
doubt.

Having previously declared the deal
“the historic dawn of a new Middle
East.” US President Donald Trump
insisted on Sunday that the ceasefire
is still holding after Israel launched
deadly strikes on Hamas positions:
accusing the group of violating the
truce.

Trump: who brokered the deal
downplayed the role of Hamas’
leadership: instead blaming “some
rebels within.” He added: “We
want to make sure that it’s going to
be very peaceful with Hamas. It’s
going to be handled toughly: but
properly.”

Gaza’s civil defense agency said at
least 45 people were killed in the
strikes. The Israeli army said it
had “renewed enforcement of the
ceasefire” but would “respond firmly
to any violation.” Hamas denied
breaching the truce: accusing Israel
of fabricating “pretexts” to resume
the war.

Meanwhilec Hamas  politburo
member Mohammed Nazzal has
told Reuters that the group is only
committed to a ceasefire lasting up
to five years: with guarantees for
what happens next depending on
Palestinians being given “horizons
and hope” for statehood.

Trump had unveiled the ceasefire
deal to great fanfare with a
whirlwind visit to Israel and Egypt
last week to formally declare an end
to the war at a summit in Sharm EI-
Sheikh attended by dozens of world
leaders.

However. the situation on the
ground has remained volatile.
Israel warns it will resume major
operations if its terms are not met
while Hamas is already reasserting
control across the embattled
enclave.

Tensions escalated on Oct. 16 when
Israel threatened renewed fighting
after Hamas said it could not recover
more remains of deceased hostages
without specialized equipment to
reach bodies trapped under the
rubble.

Since the Oct. 7. 2023. Hamas-
led attack on southern Israel that
triggered Israel’s retaliatory war
on Gaza: at least 90 percent of the
territory’s civilian infrastructure has
been leveled: the BBC reported on
Oct. 13.

Under the first phase of Trump’s
20-point  peace planc Hamas
released all 20 surviving hostages:
while Israel freed nearly 2.000
Palestinian prisoners.

This phase also calls for unrestricted
humanitarian access to enter Gaza.

However: Israeli officials said the
Rafah crossing into Egypt — critical
for relief efforts — would open “at
a later stage” — not on Oct. 16 as
planned.

As aid stallsc Hamas security forces
have returned to the streets: clashing
with armed groups and Kkilling
alleged gang members in what they
call an effort to restore order in areas
vacated by Israeli troops.

Video released in mid-October
showed Hamas fighters executing
eight blindfolded men accused of
being “collaborators and outlaws.”
While some Palestinians reportedly
welcome the crackdown after
months of chaos: the show of force
risks undermining the fragile truce.
As both sides test the ceasefire’s
limits; analysts question whether
Trump’s proclaimed “new Middle
East” marks a genuine turning point
or merely another brief pause in a
conflict with no real end in sight.
Firas Maksad: director for Middle
East and North Africa at the Eurasia
Group: said that even among
attendees of the Gaza peace summit
in Sharm El-Sheikh on Oct. 13
“there are a myriad of questions
about what comes next.”

He told CNN on Oct. 14 that there
are “a lot of gaps still to be filled.”
including the structure of a security
mechanism in postwar Gaza.

Much: he said¢ will depend on
“sheer  political ~willi”  which
includes Washington pushing the
next phase: Israel’s prime minister
managing his right-wing coalition.
and Hamas ceding governance while
refusing to disarm.

“So much is riding on the sheer
political will and investment — the
political investment that President
Trump has made in seeing that
ceasefire through fruition in the

various phases ahead:” Maksad
said.
Indeed: key questions remain

unanswered. Whether Israel and
Hamas have agreed on postwar
governance, reconstructioni or

disarmament remains unclear.
Chris Doyle: director of the London-
based Council for Arab-British
Understanding, said “the parties
have not reached an agreement.”
adding that first. “we need to define
who the parties really are.”

“The agreement has been between
the US and Israeli between Donald
Trump and (Israeli) Prime Minister
(Benjamin) Netanyahu — and then
Hamas: on behalf of all Palestinians:
is meant to sign off on the issue of
reconstruction and governance.”
Doyle told Arab News.

“But at the same time. Hamas is
meant to have no role at all in the
future of the Gaza Strip.” he said:
arguingthatthisis “acontradiction.”
“It means a party that the sponsors
of this agreement consider to be
beyond the pale: unfit to rule Gaza
are being given the authority and
legitimacy to agree to a deal that
defines the future of Gaza.” Doyle
said. He said a legitimate solution
must involve the Palestinian
Authority. “There should be a
deal that involves the Palestinian
Authority — the State of Palestine
— on the future of Gaza.” he said.
Doyle noted that all Palestinian
factions agree Palestinians must lead
reconstruction efforts. supported by
international donors.

“There is not a single Palestinian
faction or leader who believes
that it should not be Palestinians
who determine the nature of
reconstruction: its priorities; and
who carriesitoutunder what terms.”
he said.

“Every single Palestinian political
figure will agree that it must be
Palestinians in charge of that
albeit with: of course: international

assistance; advice and donor
funding.”
Long-term  stability. he  said

depends on Palestinians governing
themselves across all Occupied
Territories: making the two-state
solution a critical step.

Governance “cannot be

solely

imposed from the outside — at
least not for the medium term.” he
said. “There needs to be a legitimate
process whereby Palestinians are
in control of their destiny: not just
in Gaza: but also within the West
Bank.”

While some analysts highlight the
lack of clarity on governance: others
point to unequal pressure on the
warring parties.

Muhammed Shehada: a visiting
fellow at the European Council
on Foreign Relations. argued that
the delay in reaching a ceasefire
resulted from insufficient pressure
on Netanyahu not Hamas.

“Hamas was under immense
pressure — inside Gaza, in Qatar:
in Turkiye ... they were hammered
very heavily; Gaza was going
through a genocide:.” he told Arab
News. It’s the lack of pressure on
Netanyahu that prevented the deal
for so long.”

He said the current agreement
mirrors proposals dating back to
December 2023 involving Hamas
stepping down from governance:
an  administrative =~ committee
taking over: the release of hostages:
suspension of operations: and a
gradual withdrawal.

“Once Netanyahu was finally
pressured: he folded.” Shehada said.
“It was only a process of persuasion
— telling him it would be good if
you signed this deal; it wouldn’t be
so bad if you signed that deal.”

So farc only the first phase of
Trump’s plan is being implemented.
The thorniest issues — including
Hamas’ disarmament and Gaza’s
future governance — remain
unresolved.

Observers now debate whether
Trump’s claim that peace was

achieved through US support
for Israel’s decimation of Iranian
proxies holds up — or whether

optimism should be tempered given
the mixed results in Lebanon and
the resilience of Iran’s regional
allies.

PARIS

Former French President Nicolas
Sarkozy arrived at La Sante prison
in Paris on Tuesday to start a five-
year sentence for conspiring to
raise campaign funds from Libyas
in a stunning downfall for a man
who led the country between 2007
and 2012.

The former conservative president
left his home earlier. walking
hand in hand with his wife Carla

Bruni and cheered on by a crowd
of supporters chanting “Nicolas:
Nicolas” and singing France’s La
Marseillaise national anthem.
Sarkozy. who was convicted and
sentenced last month. will become

the first former French leader to
be jailed since Nazi collaborator

Former French PTBSI(IBIII Sarkozy arives a llflS0ll 10 Slﬂ“ o-year sentence

Marshal Philippe Petain after

World War Two.

Shortly after he stepped into a
car to head to La Sante: Sarkozy
published a long message on
X in which he claimed to be a
victim of revenge and hatred.
“I want to tell (French people):
with the unshakable strength that
is mine: that it is not a former
president of the Republic who is
being imprisoned this morning
— itis an innocent man.” he said.
Sarkozy’s conviction capped years
of legal battles over allegations
that his 2007 campaign took
millionsin cash from Libyanleader
Muammar Qaddafi. who was later
overthrown and killed during the
Arab Spring uprisings.
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Mediators step up diplomacy
alter major 1lareup in Gaza

~

JERUSALEM

Two of the United States’ top
envoys to the Middle East
met Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin  Netanyahu on
Mondayafter weekend violence
threatened to wreck a fragile
US-brokered ceasefire in Gaza.
The sit-down came as Israel
reopened the Kerem Shalom
border crossing into Gaza
for aid shipments. a security
official and a humanitarian
source said. after the entry
point was closed briefly on
Sunday following the killing of
two Israeli soldiers.

In response. Israel carried out
dozens of strikes targeting
Hamas across Gaza —
using 153 tonnes of bombs.
according to Netanyahu.

US President Donald Trump’s
special envoy Steve Witkoff
and adviser son-in-law Jared
Kushner met Netanyahu
on Monday to discuss
“developments and updates
in the region.” said Shosh
Bedrosian. spokeswoman for
the prime minister’s office.
Bedrosian added that US
Vice President JD Vance and
his wife were also due to visit
Israel “for a few days and will
be meeting with the prime

minister.”

Netanyahu later told the Israeli
parliament that Vance was
due to arrive on Tuesday for

Poland warns Russia’s
Putin against crossing 1ts
alrspace ior Trump summit

WARSAW

Poland warned Russia’s

President Vladimir Putin on
Tuesday against traveling
through its airspace for a
summit in Hungary with US
President Donald Trump:
stating it could be forced to
execute an international arrest
warrant if he did.

Trump said last week that he
planned to meet Putin in the
Hungarian capital Budapest as
part of his efforts to broker an
end to the war in Ukraine.

The International Criminal
Court. based in The Hague:
issued an arrest warrant against
Putin in 2023 accusing him
of the war crime of illegally
deporting hundreds of children
from Ukraine. Russia does not
recognize the ICC’s jurisdiction
and denies the allegations.

“I cannot guarantee that an
independent Polish court won’t
order the government to escort
such an aircraft down to hand
the suspect to the court in
The Hague.” Poland’s Foreign
Minister Radoslaw Sikorski
told Radio Rodzina.

The ICC warrant obligates the
court’s member states to arrest
Putin: if he sets foot on their

territory.

“I think the Russian side is
aware of this. And: therefore
if this summit is to take place:
hopefully with the participation
of the victim of the aggression:
the aircraft will use a different
route;” Sikorski said.

Hungary.  whose Prime
Minister Viktor Orban
maintains warm  relations
with Russiac has said it would
ensure that Putin can enter the
country for the summit and
return home afterwards.

To avoid traveling over
Ukraine: however: the Russian
delegation would need to fly
through the airspace of at least
one European Union nation.
All EU countries are members
of the ICC. though Hungary
is in the process of leaving the
court.

NATO member Poland has
been among Kyiv’s staunchest
supporters following Russia’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in 2022.

discussions on “two things Vance
security  challenges Gulf countries to establish a
we face and the diplomatic
opportunities before us.”

ensure that Hamas disarmed.

has already urged A Hamas delegation was in
Cairo on Monday for talks with
“security infrastructure” to Qatari and Egyptian mediators
on the continuation of the

truce.

Gaza’s civil defense agency
said four people were killed
by Israeli forces on Monday in
Gaza City.

The people were killed in
two separate incidents on
Monday  morning. both
times “by Israeli gunfire as
they were returning to check
on their homes in the Al-
Shaaf area. east of Al-Tuffah
neighborhood. in the east of
Gaza City.” said Mahmud
Bassal. spokesman for the
rescue service.

The UN was “concerned by
all acts of violence in Gaza.”
spokesperson Stephane
Dujarric said.

“We urge all parties to honor
all of their commitments
to ensure the protection of
civilians and avoid any actions
that could lead to a renewal
of hostilities and undermine
humanitarian operations.”
the UN secretary-general’s
spokesman said.

The EU is leaving the door
open to sanctioning Israel to
maintain leverage to ensure
the Gaza ceasefire deal is fully
implemented. the bloc’s foreign
policy chief Kaja Kallas said.

ISraell air Strikes raise tensions as Lebanon
[aces pressure over Hezbollah’s arms

BEIRUT

The Israeli Air Force carried
out a series of air raids on
Iqlim Al-Tuffah in southern
Lebanon on Monday: as
drones and reconnaissance
aircraft violated Lebanese
airspace over Beirut and
its southern suburbs at low
altitudes. reaching as far as
the Bekaa Valley.

The  strikes  coincided
with renewed US pressure
on Lebanon to disarm
Hezbollah.

Israeli aircraft targeted the
outskirts of the towns of
Jarmaq and Aishiyeh with
eight raids in the Jezzine
district.

An Israeli military
spokesperson confirmed
they had struck “terrorist
sites” and Hezbollah
infrastructure “being rebuilt
across Lebanon in violation
of existing understandings
between Israel and Lebanon.”
The spokesperson confirmed
that “the Israeli Army will
continue to work to eliminate
any threat and protect the
State of Israel.”

The escalation comes amid
mounting pressure on the
Lebanese government to
enforce the state’s monopoly
on arms.

President  Joseph  Aoun
concluded consultations with
Lebanese officials on Monday
regarding the initiative he
launched last week: parallel to
the Gaza agreement: aiming
to begin indirect negotiations
with Israel.

He met with Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berric who
acts as a mediator between
Hezbollah  and  foreign
powers.

“Lebanon is trying to find
a way out of the impasse it
faces. Claims of obstruction

to  implementing  arms
control under state authority
are untrue. The Lebanese
Army has a plan in place
and is carrying it out. Each
monthy it submits a report on
its achievements south of the
Litani River to the Council of
Ministers and will continue
doing so until the end of the
year. This plan was approved
by the American side and the
Mechanism  Committee.”
an official source told Arab
News.

Regarding the Israeli demand
that the plan cover all of
Lebanon before the end of
the year. the source said:
“Lebanon currently has 9300
soldiers deployed south of the
Litani River. Increasing this
number requires resources
the army does not currently
possess. It has specific needs
and is requesting assistance:
which all parties are aware
of.

“Adding to these challenges

is the Security Council’s
decision to withdraw UNIFIL
forces from Lebanon by
the end of next year.” the
source added. “The army’s
operations south of the
Litani River are conducted in
coordination with UNIFIL.”
The official source stressed
that “the  concept  of
negotiations with Israel exists
on the Lebanese side and
is approved by all parties:
including Hezbollah: as the
choice is between war and
diplomacy. The format of
these negotiations will be
determined in due course.”

Last week President Aoun
said: “The region is moving
toward negotiations aimed
at establishing peace and
stability. Through dialogue
and  negotiations. which
will be determined at the
appropriate time; solutions
can be reached.”

He continued: “Lebanon
cannot be excluded from

efforts to resolve the region’s
ongoing crises: as continued
war, destruction killing: and
displacement can no longer
be tolerated.”

Aoun added that Lebanon
had previously negotiated
with Israel under US and
UN auspices: resulting in the
maritime border demarcation
agreement announced from
UNIFIL  headquarters in
Naqoura. “What prevents
a similar process from
happening again to resolve the
outstanding issues: especially
since the war went in vain?”
Aoun asked. “Israel resorted
to negotiating with Hamas
because it had no other
option after experiencing
war and destruction. Today:
the situation in the region
is one of compromise:
and negotiations are
necessary. The framework
for negotiations will be
determined in due course:” he
said.
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