China and Hamas to give ‘Filipino Towns' around Trump suggests
US agree Israel another the US preserve too soon for
to fresh hostage body, history and raise Tomahawks in
trade talks vows to return rest community’s visibility talks with Zelensky
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‘FIlIpino Towns’ around the US preserve
lllSlOl’Y ﬂll(l ralse community’ S VISibility

It was over four centuries ago to
the day Saturday that Filipinos
set foot on the North American
continent for the first time.
Now. Filipino Americans are
working to sustain a cultural
footprint.

During celebration of
October’s Filipino American
History Month.  many

Filipinos are seeking their
cities’’  acknowledgment of
“Filipino Towns” - a cultural
district designation similar to
Chinatowns. Japantowns and
Koreatowns that highlights
the contributions of expat and
immigrant populations to a
major city’s overall identity.
That recognition can be through
landmarks. event support or
even permanent signage. Three
years ago. Los Angeles” Historic
Filipinotown - first designated
as a neighborhood in 2002 -
constructed a gateway arch.
and Little Manila in New York
City’s Queens borough debuted
an official street sign. Now. Las
Vegas has joined the club.

An official “Filipino Town
Cultural District” street sign
was unveiled last week to
great fanfare - six months after
Clark County commissioners
unanimously passed a resolution

supermarket and Jollibee. Last
year. the Filipino Town board’s
first step was to gather data to
bolster their proposal. Filipinos

“What we’re going to try
to do is just to promote it
culturally. We’re going to entice
developers. investors to come

colonial

away. said Joseph Bernardo.
an adjunct professor in Asian
Pacific American Studies at
Loyola Marymount University.  that.”
rule over the

“More Filipino Americans care
about cultural pride and want
a community space to reflect
said Bernardo.

Seattle Streetcar outfitted in a
“Filipinotown”-branded wrap.
For them. it was a concrete
symbol of their Filipinotown.
which the Seattle City Council
formally recognized in 2017.
Devin  Cabanilla. executive
director of Filipinotown Seattle.
is also a contract worker for
King County Metro Transit.
He applied to get the special
streetcar.
“I think having that streetcar
has really jump-started us
because I mean to some
extent the general public
doesn’t care. So what if you
have some law that says
you're Filipinotown? What
are the visible markers of it?”
Cabanilla said. “People do
want something tangible.”
Cabanilla’s great aunt and
uncle. Dorothy and Fred
Cordova. are credited with
creating Filipino American
History Month in 1992 through
their organization. the Filipino
American National Historical
Society.
Filipinotown is part of Seattle’s
Chinatown-International
District. Besides restaurants
and shops. Cabanilla hopes
visitors stop to appreciate
landmarks like the Dr. Jose

affirming the distinction.

“That was a great day.” Rozita
Lee. the original Filipino Town
Las Vegas board president.
recalled about the county’s
approval. “A great day because
we realized that the government
actually recognized us Filipinos
as a valid. solid entity here in
Nevada. We were all so happy.”

Making the case for
Filipino Towns

Lee. 90. has lived in Las Vegas
for nearly 50 years. She has
seen a 1.2-mile (1.6-kilometer)
corridor east of the Strip
blossom with Filipino small
businesses. a radio station
and chains like Seafood City

are the largest Asian group
in metro Las Vegas with over
200.000.

They also spread the word

among business owners.

“We visited the people that
were in the area because we
had to knock on doors and let
them know of the possibility of
this area being named Filipino
Town. and would they support.”
Lee said. “Everybody said yes.”
Now resigned from the board.
Lee is currently planning a
Filipino American Museum.
Current board president Bernie
Benito is looking forward to
making Filipino Town a site
that tourists will consider.

into the area in order to set up US

their businesses.” Benito said.

Filipino Towns were few
compared to other ethnic
‘towns’

Filipino scouts on a Spanish
galleon - a heavy. square-rigged
sailing ship - landed on Oct. 18.
1587. in Morro Bay. California.
likely making them the first
known Asian people to reach
the US It would be nearly 200
years until Filipinos settled here
starting in Louisiana and the
West Coast.

Pre-World War II. there were
some Filipino enclaves made up
mostly of single men. They were
not as prevalent as Chinatowns
and Japantowns. A lot of them
either were demolished or
floundered as some men moved

Philippines from 1898 to 1946
led to Filipinos studying English
and assimilating to Western
culture.

“They have a command of
English that doesn’t necessarily
tie them to an ethnic economy
to survive in the United States.”
Bernardo said. “They can get
jobs as nurses and accountants
and lawyers and doctors. et
cetera. with greater ease than
other Asian immigrants.”

The US Census estimates 4.5
million Filipino people live
in the US and less than half
are  immigrants. Registered
nurse is the most common
occupation. according to AAPI
Data. a research and policy
organization.

Today. there are several Filipino
Towns. some more active than
others. Stockton. California’s
once vibrant Little Manila
was torn down by a crosstown
freeway in the 1970s. But there
are historic walking tours hosted
by advocacy group Little Manila
Rising. In San Francisco. an
artist-driven Filipino Cultural
Heritage District known as
SOMA Pilipinas includes a
community center and public
artworks. Toronto. Canada. also
has an active Little Manila.

Why cultural markers and
landmarks matter

Over two dozen residents
excitedly posed for pictures in
May in front of a brand new

Rizal Bridge. named after
the writer who advocated for
Filipino independence. Or
Uncle Bob’s Place. an affordable
apartment building named for
local Filipino American civil
rights activist Bob Santos.
Future goals for Filipinotown
include an official sign. events
like poetry sessions and a
summer block party.

“Our primary vision is to bring
back the solidarity that we had
when the International District
was in its heyday and it was a
multicultural place.” Cabanilla
said. “I need white people
to understand it is not just
Chinese. Japanese. East Asian
stuff. It has always included
Filipinos supporting and living
in the district.”

Thousands ilee Philippine
COﬂSl (N Sl0l‘lll approaclles

MANILA

Thousands of residents of a Philippine island
left their homes along the Pacific coast Saturday
as weather experts warned of coastal flooding
ahead of the approach of Tropical Storm
Fengshen. rescue officials said.

The eye of the storm was forecast to brush
past Catanduanes. an impoverished island of
270.000 people. later in the day with gusts of
up to 80 kilometers (50 miles) an hour.
Fengshen will bring heavy rainfall. along with a
“minimal to moderate risk” of coastal flooding
from 12— meter (32- foot) waves being pushed
ashore by the disturbance. the government
weather service said.

More than 9.000 residents of Catanduanes
moved to safer ground. the provincial disaster
office said. in a well-rehearsed routine on the
island that is often the first major landmass
hit by cyclones that form in the western
Pacific Ocean. The Catanduanes provincial
government ordered local officials to “activate
their respective evacuation plans” for residents
of “high-risk areas” including the coast. low-
lying communities and landslide-prone slopes.
rescue official Gerry Rubio said.

China and U agree to iresh trade alks

BEIJING

China and the United States
agreed Saturday to conduct
another round of trade
negotiations in the coming
week. as the world’s two
biggest economies seek to
avoid another damaging tit-
for-tat tariff battle.

Beijing last week announced
sweeping controls on the
critical rare earths industry.
prompting US President
Donald Trump to threaten
100 percent tariffs on
imports from China in
retaliation.

Trump had also threatened to
cancel his expected meeting
with Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping in South Korea later
this month on the sidelines
of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) summit.
In the latest indication of
efforts to resolve their dispute.
Chinese state media reported
that Vice Premier He Lifeng
and US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent had “candid.
in-depth and constructive
exchanges” during a Saturday
morning call. and that both
sides agreed to hold a new
round of trade talks “as soon
as possible.”

On social media. Bessent
described the discussions as
“frank and detailed.” and said
they would meet “in-person
next week to continue our
discussions.”

Bessent had  previously
accused China of seeking to
harm the rest of the world by
tightening restrictions rare
earths. which are critical to
everything from smartphones
to guided missiles.

US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer also
participated in the call.
according to the report by

Chinese state news agency
Xinhua.

Hours before the call. Fox
News released excerpts of
an interview with Trump in
which he said that he would
meet Xi at the APEC summit
after all.

Coordinated response

The high-level video call
came as Washington worked
to rally Group of Seven
finance ministers in response
to the latest Chinese export
controls.

Anti-Trump protesters fire arrows
dl Colombian police, injuring four

BOGOTA

Four police officers in Colombia’s capital were
injured Friday after protesters outside the US
embassy fired arrows and explosives during
a rally against President Donald Trump’s
policies. officials said.

“Delinquents. some of whom were hooded.
attacked the embassy with incendiary devices.
explosives and arrows.” said Bogota Mayor
Carlos Fernando Galan.

“Four police officers were wounded in the face.
legs and arms.”

The defense ministry shared images depicting
a chaotic scene outside the embassy. with one
showing an officer with an arrow lodged in his
arm.

The protest group. which called themselves
“Congreso de los Pueblos” (People’s Congress).
staged the event outside the embassy to
denounce the right-wing agenda of Trump. a
spokesperson for the group. Jimmy Moreno.
said.

“We are demonstrating for our sovereignty.
no more interference from the United States.
against everything the United States has been
involved in the genocide of Palestinians.
its interference in Latin America. and the
threats it has been making in the Caribbean...
against the Venezuelan Bolivar model.”
Moreno said.

The group began staging protests Monday in
various locations throughout Bogota. but they
did not turn violent until Friday.

Colombia’s leftist President Gustavo Petro.
who has found himself at odds with Trump at
various points this year. said in a post on the
social network X that he “ordered maximum
caution with the US embassy in Bogota.”



i (19) dorbi

15 ‘ 2025 g1 jup
(3941) s

Trump suggests too soon ior
Tomahawks In talks with Zelensky

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
suggested Friday it would be
premature to give Tomahawk
missiles to Ukraine. saying as he
hosted Volodymyr Zelensky that
he hoped to secure peace with
Russia first.
“Hopefully they won’t need it.
Hopefully we’ll be able to get the
war over with without thinking
about Tomahawks.” Trump told
journalists including an AFP
reporter as the two leaders met at
the White House.
Trump added that he was
confident of getting Russian
President Vladimir Putin to end
the invasion he launched in 2022.
following a phone call with the
Kremlin chief a day earlier.
The US and Russian presidents
agreed on Thursday to a new
summit in the Hungarian capital
Budapest. which would be their
first since an August meeting in
Alaska that failed to produce any
kind of peace deal.
“I think that President Putin
wants to end the war.” Trump
said.
But Zelensky. who wore a dark
suit for his third meeting with
Trump in Washington since the
US president’s return to power.
demurred. saying that Putin was
“not ready” for peace.
Ukraine has been lobbying
Washington for Tomahawks for
weeks. arguing that the missiles
could help put pressure on Russia
to end its brutal three-and-a-half
year invasion.
But on the eve of Zelensky’s
visit. Putin warned Trump
in a call against delivering
the weapons. saying it could
escalate the war and jeopardize
peace talks.
Trump said the United States
had to be careful to not “deplete”
its own supplies of Tomahawks.
which have a range of over 1.600
kilometers (1.000 miles).

- ‘Many questions’ -

Diplomatic talks on ending
Russia’s invasion have stalled
since the Alaska summit.

But Trump. who once said he
could end the war in Ukraine
within 24 hours. appears set
on pursuing a breakthrough to
follow the Gaza ceasefire deal
that he brokered last week.

The Kremlin said Friday that
“many  questions”  needed
resolving before Putin and Trump
could meet. including who would
be on each negotiating team.

But it brushed off suggestions
Putin would have difficulty flying
over European airspace.
Hungary said it would ensure
Putin could enter and “hold
successful talks” with the US
despite an International Criminal
Court (ICC) arrest warrant
against him for alleged war
crimes.

“Budapest is the only suitable
place in Europe for a USA-Russia
peace  summit.”  Hungarian
President Viktor Orban said on
X on Friday.

- Trump frustration -

Zelensky’s visit to Washington.
Ukraine’s main military backer.
will be his third since Trump
returned to office.

During this time. Trump’s
position on the Ukraine war has
shifted dramatically back and
forth.

At the start of his term. Trump
and Putin reached out to each
other as the US leader derided
Zelensky as a “dictator without
elections.”

Tensions came to a head in
February. when Trump accused
his Ukrainian counterpart of “not
having the cards” in a rancorous
televised meeting at the Oval
Office.

.

News

Hamas (o give Israel another
hostage body, VOWS [0 refurn res

JERUSALEM

Hamas promised to hand
over to Israel the remains of
one more hostage on Friday
night. after insisting it was
committed to returning
all the dead captives still
unaccounted for under
Gaza’s ruins.

Turkiye. responding to a
Hamascallforhelpinfinding
the remaining hostage
bodies. has dispatched a
team of specialists to help
retrieve remains buried
under the rubble. but the
group was still waiting
Friday for Israeli permission
to enter the territory.

The 81-member team from

Turkiye’s Disaster and
Emergency = Management
Authority  (AFAD) s

equipped with specialized
search-and-rescue tools.
including life-detection
devices and trained search
dogs.

“It remains unclear when
Israel will allow the Turkish
team to enter Gaza.” a
Turkish official told AFP.
noting the team’s mission

included  locating  both
Palestinian and hostage
remains

A Hamas source told AFP
the Turkish delegation was
expected to enter by Sunday.
Under a ceasefire agreement
between Israel and Hamas
spearheaded by US President
Donald  Trump. Hamas
returned 20 surviving
hostages and the remains of
nine of 28 known deceased
ones — along with another
body which Israel has said
was not that of a former
hostage.

In exchange. Israel freed
nearly 2.000 Palestinian
prisoners from its jails and
halted the military campaign
it launched in Gaza after
Hamas’s October 7. 2023
attack.

Hamas said Friday that as
part of the deal. its armed
wing “willhand over the body
of one of the Israeli captives.
which was recovered today
in the Gaza Strip. at 11:00
p.m. Gazatime (2000 GMT).”

‘May require some time’

Minister
Netanyahu

Israel’s  Prime

Benjamin

reaffirmed on Thursday his

determination to “secure
the return of all hostages.”
and his defense minister has
warned that the military will
restart the war if Hamas fails
to do so.

Senior Hamas official Ghazi
Hamad on Friday called
those threats “unacceptable
pressure tactics.”

“The issue of the bodies
is complex and requires
time. especially after the
occupation changed the
landscape of Gaza.” Hamad
said in a statement.

“We will return the bodies
and adhere to the agreement
as we promised.”

The ceasefire deal has so far
seen the war grind to a halt
after two years of agony for
the hostages’ families. and
constant bombardment and
hunger for Gazans.

The UN’s World Food
Programme said on Friday it
had been able to move close
to 3.000 tons of food supplies
into Gaza since the ceasefire
took hold.

But it cautioned it would take
time to reverse the famine in
the Strip. saying all crossings
needed to be opened to
“flood Gaza with food.”
Trump’s 20-point plan for
Gaza calls for renewed aid
provision. with international
organizations eagerly
awaiting the reopening of
southern Gaza’s strategic
Rafah crossing.

UN humanitarian chief Tom
Fletcher entered Gaza on

Friday. where he watched a
convoy of aid head to Rafah
from Israel’s Kerem Shalom
crossing and later visited a
bakery making pita bread.
“We’ve begged for this access
for months and finally we’re
seeing goods moving at scale:
food. medicine. tents. fuel.
a lot of fuel got in today.”
he said. in a video message
posted to social media.

The next phases of the truce
should also include the
disarmament of Hamas. the
offer of amnesty to Hamas
leaders who decommission
their weapons and
establishing the governance
of post-war Gaza.

Better than living’

‘on street

The families of the surviving
hostages have been able to
rejoice in their return after
two long years. Others have
had to endure the agony
of burying the returned
remains of their loved ones.
“We've been waiting for
this for so long. two years
that we've been fighting for
him every single day.” said
30-year-old Gal Gilboa
Dalal. the older brother of
Guy Gilboa Dalal. who was
released after two years in
Hamas captivity.
Gal told AFP that Hamas
had intentionally starved
his brother and another
prisoner for three-and-a-
half months to use him as a

prop in a propaganda video
about hunger.

“Their bones hurt. their
muscles hurt. Their recovery
will be very long.”

At the Nasser Hospital in
Gaza. meanwhile. families
gathered in front of a screen.
hoping to find their loved
ones among the bodies of
Palestinians returned by
Israel.

One. Akram Khalid Al-
Manasra. told AFP he
identified his son “thanks to
the birthmark on his nose
and his teeth.”

Others were clearing the
rubble from their destroyed
homes. undercutting their
relief that the bombing had
stopped.

“I'm right under the threat of
death. It could collapse atany
moment.” said Ahmad Saleh
Sbeih. a Gaza City resident.
“But there is no choice.”

The war has killed at least

67.967 people in Gaza.
according to the health
ministry in the Hamas-

run territory — figures the
United Nations considers
credible.

The data does not distinguish
between civilians and
combatants but indicates
that more than half of
the dead are women and
children.

Hamas’s October 7 attack on
Israel resulted in the deaths
of 1221 people. mostly
civilians. according to an
AFP tally based on official
Israeli figures.

UN Security Council backs Lebanon’s efiorts to assert
sovereignty, calls 1or glﬂllﬂl Slll]llﬂl‘l ol army

NEW YORK CITY

The UN Security Council
on Friday expressed its
strong support for Lebanese
authorities in their efforts to
assert sovereignty over their
entire territory. and called on
international community to
step up the assistance it provides
to the Lebanese Armed Forces.
It comes as UN peacekeepers
in southern Lebanon report
violations of UN resolutions.
including the discovery of
unauthorized weapon caches.
In a unanimous statement. the
15 members of the Security

recognized other than that of
the government.

They also called for increased
international backing to ensure
the “effective and sustainable
deployment” of the Lebanese
army south of the Litani River.
a region in which tensions
with neighboring Israel have
frequently flared.

Members reiterated their full
support for the UN Interim
Force in Lebanon and urged
all sides in the country to
take “all necessary measures”
to guarantee the safety of
the peacekeepers and their

Council welcomed the Lebanese ~ facilities. “Peacekeepers must
government’s commitment to never be targeted by attack.” 26, 2024. cessation of hostilities
the extension of state authority ~they said. agreement between Israel and

across the country through the
deployment of the army. and
said no authority should be

The council
parties  to
commitments under the Nov.

called on all
their

Hezbollah. and to adhere to
the principles of international
humanitarian law by ensuring

honor

the protection of civilians.

Welcoming the stated
willingness of Beirut to delineate
and demarcate its border with
Syria. and its efforts to curb

cross-border smuggling.
council members called for
the full implementation of
Security Council Resolutions
1701 and 1559. which address
the disarmament of non-state
militias and the authority of
the Lebanese state.

Also on Friday. Stephane
Dujarric. spokesperson
for UN  Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres. said that
UNIFIL  peacekeepers  in
southern Lebanon. have been

monitoring and  reporting
violations of resolution 1701.
including unauthorized

weapon caches. in their area of
operations.

“On Thursday. mortar shells
were found in Sector West.
while on Tuesday. a joint
patrol with the Lebanese army

discovered damaged rockets
and their launchers in Sector
East.” he said.

“UNIFIL also continues to
observe Israel Defense Forces
military activities in the area
of operations. including on
Wednesday. where mortar fire
from south of the Blue Line
was detected. impacting near
Yaroun in Sector West.”

The Blue Line is a line of
demarcation separating Israel
and Lebanon set by the UN in
2000 to confirm the withdrawal
of Israeli forces.

“Also on Wednesday. in Sarda
in Sector East. IDF soldiers
pointed infrared lasers at
UNIFIL  patrol  vehicles.”
Dujarric said. “We once again
stress these acts of interference
must stop.
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