Pakistan reports Saudi Arabia hook

a new clash with place at 2026 World
Afghan forces Cup finals after hard-
along border fought draw with Iraq

Lavrov skeptical of
Trump peace plan,
calls for Palestine
recognition
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UN urges Libya's leaders
to quit stalling and
disrupting political road
map for reunification
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Lavrov skeptical of Trump peace
plan, calls ior Palestine recognition

MOSCOW

USPresident Donald Trump’s Gaza peace
plan is the “best thing to end bloodshed”
and allow humanitarian aid and relief to
enter Gaza. but lasting peace is doubtful
without Palestinian statehood. Russia’s
foreign minister told a press conference
on Monday.

“We welcome the prospect. but we have
a certain amount of skepticism.” Sergei
Lavrov said. adding: “I have no clue how
they (Gazans) will be able to live there
right now.”

According to estimates. more than 80
percent of Gaza has been reduced to
rubble in the two-year Israeli onslaught.
Lavrov  said that focusing on
reconstruction is better than continuing
to allow Gazans to live under constant
Israeli shelling. Russia is ready to take
part in the reconstruction process “in
any format.” he added.

The foreign minister highlighted that
Trump’s plan only mentions ending the
violence in the Gaza Strip but does not
talk about the ways to ensure Palestinian
prosperity in the West Bank and how to
force Israel to accept 1967 borders.

The press conference came a few days
ahead of what was supposed to be the
first Russian-Arab Summit. intended to
strengthen Russia-Middle East relations
and economic cooperation. as well as
establish common security goals.

The summit has since been postponed
indefinitely due to international focus on
the Gaza ceasefire.

Trump and Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi chaired the Gaza peace
summit in the Egyptian resort of Sharm
El-Sheikh yesterday.

Theleaders ofabout 30 countriesattended
to discuss the first phase of the Gaza peace
plan. although representatives from both
Palestine and Israel were notably absent.
The Trump Declaration for Enduring
Peace and Prosperity was jointly signed
by the US. Egypt. Turkiye and Qatar.
The agreement has been criticized in
some quarters for being too simplistic
and offering little information on how to
guarantee lasting peace.

When asked why Russia did not attend
the Sharm El-Sheikh summit. Lavrov
said the “invitation was sent out by the
hosts.” and that the attendees mostly
consisted of Arab stakeholders and the
US. “Not everyone likes the partnership
between Russia and the Arab world.” he
added.

He said that Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Al-Sudani was not invited
despite being the president of the Arab
League.

Lavrov said the root cause of the
instability and violence in Palestine is
the lack of an internationally recognized
independent Palestinian state. calling it
the most important matter for regional
security.

He expressed his disappointment over
the failure of the 2003 Roadmap for
Peace proposed by the Quartet on the
Middle East: the US. Russia. EU and UN.

Lavrov also criticized the delay of some
countries in recognizing a Palestinian
state. “If you decided to recognize the
state. why should you wait two to three
months? You're waiting until there’s
nothing left.” he said.

Regarding the issue of Lebanon. Lavrov
said that Israel and Lebanon should abide
by UN Security Council Resolution 1701.
calling for a full cessation of hostilities
between Israel and Hezbollah.

On economic cooperation between
Russia and the Arab states. he described
the Arab world as a key player in global
economics and security negotiations.

He said that trade between Russia and
the Arab world has grown and now
exceeds $34 billion. and highlighted
crucial cooperation in oil and gas. energy.
agriculture. humanitarian aid. education
and tourism.

Lavrov praised Russia’s hosting of the
Intervision Song Contest in Moscow on
Sept. 20. which saw 23 countries take
part. including Saudi Arabia. Qatar.
Egypt and the UAE.

“Our Saudi friends have already invited
everyone as they host the next edition of
the contest” in Riyadh next year. he said.
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Gaza ceaseilre outlook darkens as Israel
delays aid and Hamas tightens grip

GAZA/JERUSALEM
Israel delayed aid into
Gaza and kept the
enclave’s border shut
on Tuesday. while re-
emergent Hamas fighters
demonstrated their grip
by executing men in the
street. darkening  the
outlook for US President
Donald Trump’s plan to
end the war.

Three Israeli officials
said Israel had decided
to restrict aid into the
shattered Gaza  Strip
and delay plans to open
the border crossing to
Egypt at least through
Wednesday. because
Hamas had been too
slow to turn over bodies
of dead hostages. The
militant group has said
locating the bodies is
difficult.

Meanwhile. Hamas has
swiftly =~ reclaimed the
streets of Gaza’s urban
areas. following  the
partial withdrawal of
Israeli troops last week.
In a video circulated
late on Monday. Hamas
fighters dragged seven
men with hands tied
behind their backs into a
Gaza City square. forced
them to their knees and
shot them from behind.
as dozens of onlookers
watched from nearby
shopfronts.
A Hamas
confirmed  that the
video was filmed on
Monday and that Hamas
fighters participated in
the executions. Reuters
was able to confirm
the location by visible
geographic features.
DELAY IN HANDING
OVER BODIES

Trump has given his
blessing to Hamas to
reassert some control of
Gaza. atleast temporarily.
Israeli  officials. who
say any final settlement
must permanently
disarm  Hamas. have
so far refrained from
commenting publicly on
the reemergence of the
group’s fighters.

On Monday the US
president proclaimed the
“historic dawn of a new
Middle East” to Israel’s
parliament. as Israel and
Hamas were exchanging
the last 20 living Israeli
hostages in Gaza for

source

nearly 2.000 Palestinian
detainees and prisoners.

But so far. Hamas has
handed over only four
coffins of dead hostages.

leaving at least 23
presumed dead and one
unaccounted for. still in
Gaza. Aid trucks have yet
to be permitted to enter
Gazaatthe fullanticipated
rate of hundreds per day.
and plans have yet to be
implemented to open the
crossing to Egypt to let
some Gazans out. initially
to evacuate the wounded
for medical treatment.
HAMAS RETURN
DEMONSTRATES
HURDLES TO
SETTLEMENT

The  highly  public
return of Hamas to
control of Gaza’s streets
demonstrates the hurdles
to progressing from the
initial ceasefire — phase
one of Trump’s plan — to
a permanent settlement
that would prevent a new

eruption of fighting.
Gaza  residents  said
Hamas fighters were

increasingly visible on
Tuesday. deploying along
routes needed for aid
deliveries.

Palestinian security
sources said dozens of
people had been killed in
clashes between Hamas
fighters and rivals in
recent days.

Meanwhile. Israeli drone
fire killed five people
as they went to check
on houses in a suburb
east of Gaza City and an
airstrike killed one person
and injured another near
Khan Younis. Gaza health
authorities said.

Hamas accused Israel of

violating the ceasefire.
The Israeli military said
it had fired on people
who crossed truce lines
and approached its forces
after ignoring calls to turn
back.

A summit co-hosted
by Trump in Egypt on
Monday ended with no
public  announcement
of  major  progress
toward establishing an

international military
force for Gaza. or a new
governing body.

HAMAS ASSERTS
CONTROL

Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu has
consistently maintained
that the war cannot end
until Hamas gives up its
weapons and ceases to
control Gaza. a demand
that the fighters have
rejected. torpedoing all
previous peace efforts.
But  Trump. having
announced that the war
is now over. said on
Monday Hamas still had
a temporary green light
to keep order.

“They do want to stop the
problems. and they've
been open about it. and
we gave them approval
for a period of time.” he
said.

Hamas  sources told
Reuters on Tuesday the
group would tolerate no
more violations of order
in Gaza and would target

collaborators. armed
looters and drug dealers.
The  group. though

greatly weakened after
two years of pummelling
Israeli bombardment and
ground incursions. has
been gradually reasserting
itself since the ceasefire

took hold.

It has deployed hundreds
of workers to start rubble
clearing on key routes
needed to access damaged
or destroyed housing and
to repair broken water
pipes. Road clearance
and security provision
will also be needed for
increased aid delivery.

AID AND
HOSTAGES

The ceasefire has stopped
two years of devastating
warfare in Gaza triggered
by the October 7. 2023
attack in which Hamas-
led gunmen killed around
1.200 people and seized
251 hostages. according
to Israeli tallies.

Israel’s military campaign
in Gaza killed nearly
68.000 people according
to local health authorities.

with thousands more
feared dead under the
rubble. Gaza’s Civil

Defense Service said 250
bodieshad beenrecovered
since the truce began.
Swathes of Gaza are in
ruins and the global
hunger monitor said
in August there was
famine in the territory.
Thousands of Gazans
have been returning to
homes since the ceasefire.
many finding  whole
streets bombed into dust.
UNICEF  spokesperson
Tess Ingram said that
while aid was getting into
Gaza with tents. tarpaulin
sheets. winter clothes.
family hygiene kits and
other critical items. she
hoped for a significant
increase later this week.

Sauldi Arabia ook place at 2026 World Cup Iina§ aiter hard-fought draw With Irag

JEDDAH

Saudi Arabia secured a place
at the 2026 World Cup on
Tuesday with a goalless draw
against Iraq in Jeddah in the
fourth round of the Asian
qualifiers. The hard-fought
point was enough to give the
Green Falcons top spot in
Group B and guarantee their
seventh appearance at the
finals.

For the latest updates. follow
us @ArabNewsSport

While the majority of the
60.000 or so fans in Jeddah
were celebrating at the end.
the tense and attritional game
was far from an easy watch. As
such. itwasareflection of much
of the qualification campaign
that preceded it.

But few in the crowd cared
about any of that as coach

Herve Renard. his players and
Saudi officials celebrated on
the pitch at the final whistle.
It wasa case of “job done.” with
a summer of football on the
world stage in North America
to look forward to next year.
The Saudis made most of the
running in the first half and
throughout the game. pinning
Iraq back. but creating clear
chances proved difficult.

One of the better opportunities
came after 14 minutes when
Musab Al-Juwayr’s long ball
over the top freed Saleh Abu
Al-Shamat down the right.
but the 23-year-old’s shot was
just a little high. Soon after.
Salem Al-Dawsari let fly from
outside the area but failed to
trouble Jalal Hassan in goal.
The closest Iraq would come
was when Ibrahim Bayesh

had a shot from close range
blocked.

Seven minutes before the
break. Abu Al-Shamat danced

through the defense and burst
into the area but. with just
the goalkeeper to beat at the
near post he elected to square

the ball. which allowed the
defense to clear.

The second half continued in
a similar pattern. with Saudi
Arabia pushing and probing.
Ten minutes in. Abu Al-
Shamat forced a flying save
from Hassan with a shot from
outside the area. Further shots
went high and wide. and
there was always a worry that
Iraq. who were still not really
threatening. might sooner or
later get that one chance they
needed.

With 14 minutes remaining.
they launched a rare foray into
the home penalty area. with
Mohanad Ali twisting and
turning in an attempt to get a
shot off. When he finally did.
however. Hassan Tambakti
was on hand to make the block.
Just when it looked as if it was

all over. Nawaf Al-Aqidi made
a fine save from an Iraqi free-
kick in the 94th minute. And
that was that.

Few will remember the action
on the pitch in this game. but
the home fans and players
will not forget the feeling of
qualifying for another World
Cup after a long. exhausting.
and not totally convincing.
campaign. The really hard
work starts now.

TheIraqis. meanwhile. finished
second in the group and will
face Group A runners-up the
UAE next month in a playoft
over two legs. the winners
of which will advance to the
inter-confederation playoffs.
Also on Tuesday. the Emiratis
lost 21- to Qatar. who secured
their place at the finals next
year.
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Pakistan reports a new clash
With Aighan forces along border

PESHAWAR

Clashes erupted Tuesday between Pakistani
and Afghan forces in a remote northwestern

border region. with state-run media in
Pakistan accusing Afghan troops of opening
“unprovoked fire” that was repulsed.

Pakistani forces responded. damaging Afghan
tanks and military posts. according to Pakistan
TV and two security officials. who spoke on
condition of anonymity because they were not
authorized to speak to the media.

Tahir Ahrar. a deputy police spokesperson in
Afghanistan’s Khost province. confirmed the
clashes but provided no further details.

This is the second time this week that the two
sides have traded fire along their long border.
According to Pakistan’s state-run media.
Afghan forces and Pakistani Taliban jointly
opened fire at a Pakistani post “without
provocation.” prompting what the media
described as a “strong response” from Pakistani
troops in Kurram. a district in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

Security officials said Pakistan’s military also
destroyed a sprawling training facility of the
Pakistani Taliban.

There was no immediate comment from
Pakistan’s military. which has been on high
alert since Saturday. when both sides traded
fire across multiple border regions. resulting in
dozens of casualties on each side.

Although the clashes halted on Sunday after
appeals from Saudi Arabia and Qatar. all border
crossings between Pakistan and Afghanistan
have remained closed.

Over the weekend. Kabul said that it targeted
several Pakistani military posts and killed 58
Pakistani soldiers in retaliation for what it
called repeated violations of Afghan territory
and airspace. Pakistan’s military reported
lower figures. saying it lost 23 soldiers and
killed more than 200 “Taliban and affiliated
terrorists” in retaliatory fire along the frontier.
Tensions have remained high since last
week. when the Taliban government accused
Pakistan of carrying out airstrikes in Kabul
and in an eastern market. Pakistan has not
acknowledged those allegations.

But Pakistan has previously launched strikes
inside Afghanistan. saying it targets hideouts of
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan. or TTP. which is
separate from but allied to the Afghan Taliban.
Pakistan accuses Kabul of harboring the group.
which has carried out numerous deadly attacks
inside Pakistan. Kabul denies the charge.
saying it does not allow its territory to be used
against other countries.

.

ON urdes Libya’s leaders (o quit Stalling and
disrupting political road map for reuniication

NEW YORK CITY
Hanna S. Tetteh. the UN’s
special representative for Libya.
told the UN Security Council
on Tuesday that progress on
a political road map for the
reunification of stateinstitutions
in Libya and national elections
remains stalled. as she urged
leaders of the divided country
to act swiftly and avoid further
delays.
Tetteh outlined the challenges
facing the implementation of
the political plan for restoring

national legitimacy through
presidential and legislative
elections.

The first milestone of the road
map. the reconstitution of the
board of the High National
Elections  Commission by
Libya’s House of Representatives
and High Council of State.
has yet to be completed
amid disagreements over the
appointment process.

“The two institutions have yet
to achieve this objective and
have not jointly addressed
the constitutional and legal
framework  for  elections.”
Tetteh said. “Achieving political
consensus will be challengingbut
Libya cannot afford continued
delays or disruptions.”

She called on Libya’s leaders to
expedite their efforts to achieve
the initial milestones of the
road map. warning that the
UN Support Mission in Libya
would seek the backing of the
Security Council for alternative
approaches if consensus cannot
be reached.

“While the current Libyan
leaders and institutions have
expressed their commitment
to engage constructively. their
actions have not sufficiently
matched their words and I wish
to encourage them to work
with UNSMIL. noting that we
are ready for discussion and
constructive engagement to
achieve the stated objectives of
the road map.” Tetteh said.
“Should UNSMIL  current
engagement fail to reach
sufficient consensus between the
(House of Representatives and
High Council of State) to move
forward with the road map
implementation. UNSMIL will
adopt an alternative approach
and seek the support of this
council to advance the Libyan

political transition to reach a
meaningful conclusion.”

Libya has been engulfed by
political turmoil and national
divisions since the 2011 Arab
Spring protests that led to
the overthrow and killing of
Muammar Qaddafi. who ruled
for 42 years.

The North African nation is split
between two rival governments
backed by armed militias and
international patrons. In the
west of the country. Prime
Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah
heads the  internationally
recognized Government of
National Unity. In the east.
Prime Minister Ossama Hamad
heads the Government of
National Stability. backed by
powerful military commander
Khalifa Haftar’s Libyan National
Army.

In parallel with the political
process involving the House of
Representatives (aligned with
the GNS) and High Council of
State (aligned with the GNU).
UNSMIL is also organizing a
so-called “structured dialogue
process” that is due to begin in
November. This will engage with
broader segments of Libyan

society on issues including
governance. the  economy.
security. reconciliation. and

human rights. with a special
emphasis on the participation of
women and youth.

Tetteh said there was a “fragile
but improved” security
situation in Western Libya.
particularly Tripoli. as tensions
between the GNU and the
Deterrence  Apparatus  for
Combating Organized Crime
and Terrorism. a powerful
armed force. have eased thanks

to mediation efforts. including
by Turkiye.

On the issue of the Libyan
economy. she sounded thealarm
over dysfunctional financial
governance. citing in particular
the recent discovery by the
Central Bank of unregistered
dinar  notes  worth  the
equivalent of about $1.2 billion.
underscoring persistent risks
to economic stability and the
urgent need for anticorruption
measures.

Highlighting ongoing efforts to
support national reconciliation.
Tetteh  noted  preparatory
meetings involving the African
Union and Libya’s Presidential
Council. She also highlighted
UN initiatives to address
mass graves and enforced
disappearances. especially in
Tarhuna. Murzuq. Misrata and
Tawergha. including meetings
involving victims’ groups and
authorities “to advance truth
and reparations — steps critical
to help victims deal with the loss
of loved ones. Draft legislation
on missing persons is under
review by Libyan experts
to ensure compliance with
international standards before
submission to parliament.”
Tetteh emphasized the need
for regional and international
unity in support of the political
process in Libya. and affirmed
the UN’s commitment to
aligning its resources behind
efforts to achieve a credible and
inclusive political transition.
“Libya’s people deserve political
stability and long-term peace.”
she said. “The UN stands ready
to support the road map and its
objectives but decisive political
will is indispensable.”

JUNEAU. Alaska

The system followed a storm that The

hardest-hit

Otiicials airliit evacuees to salety after the l‘ﬁlllllﬂll@
of Typhoon Halong devastate Alaska villages

communities

“Some houses would blink their

Officialsin Alaska rushed Tuesday
to evacuate and find housing for
people from tiny coastal villages
devastated by the remnants of
Typhoon Halong. But the remote
location and severe damage are
limiting their options as they race
against other impending storms
and the onset of winter.

High winds and surging waters
battered  low-lying. isolated
Alaska  Native = communities
along the Yukon-Kuskokwim
Delta in southwest Alaska. nearly
800km from Anchorage. over
the weekend. The Coast Guard
plucked two dozen people from
their homes after the structures
floated out to sea in high water.
three people were missing or
dead. and hundreds of people
were staying in school shelters -

including one with no working
toilets. officials said.

struck parts of western Alaska
days earlier.

Acrosstheregion. more than 1.500
people were displaced. Dozens
had been flown to a shelter set up
in the National Guard armory in
the regional hub city of Bethel. a
community of 6.000 people. and
officials are considering flying
evacuees to longer-term shelter or
emergency housing in Fairbanks
and Anchorage as they run out of
room there.

Fuel storage depots intended
to support communities in the
region had apparently been
damaged. threatening pollution
that could harm the fish and game
the Alaska Native residents rely on
for subsistence. Some peoplein the
area may have lost freezers full of
food such as salmon and moose
intended to get them through the
winter.

included Kipnuk. population 715.
and Kwigillingok. population 380.
They are off the state’s main road
system and reachable this time of
year only by water or by air.

“I's catastrophic in Kipnuk.
Let's not paint any other
picture.” Mark Roberts. incident
commander with the state
emergency management division.
told a news conference Tuesday.
“We are doing everything we
can to continue to support that
community. but it is as bad as you
can think.”

Heartbreaking moment

Among those awaiting evacuation
to Bethel on Tuesday was Brea
Paul. of Kipnuk. who said in a text
message that she had seen about
20 homes floating away through
the moonlight on Saturday night.

phone lights at us like they were
asking for help but we couldn’t
even do anything.” she wrote.
The following morning. she
recorded video of a house
submerged nearly to its roofline
as it floated past her home.

Paul and her neighbors had along
meeting in the local schoolhouse
gym on Monday night. singing
songs of praises as they tried
to figure out what to do next.
she said. Neither she nor most
everyone else knows where they
will end up.

“Is so heartbreaking saying
goodbye to our community
members not knowing when we’d
get to see each other.” she said.
One woman was found dead in
Kwigillingok. and authorities
on Monday night called off the
search for two men after their
home floated away.

News

Military seizes power in
Madagascar as president Impeached

ANTANANARIVO

An elite Madagascar military unit said
Tuesday it had taken power in the Indian
Ocean nation after parliamentarians voted to
impeach President Andry Rajoelina following
weeks of anti-government protests.

There were celebrations in the streets of
the capital after the commander of the
CAPSAT military unit. which joined the
demonstrators at the weekend. announced
that it was in charge.

The presidency denounced “a clear act of
attempted coup” and insisted that Rajoelina.
in hiding reportedly out of the country.
“remains fully in office.”

Rajoelina. 51. had late Monday refused
growing demands to step down from the
protest movement that started on September
25 over power and water shortages. and
developed into a campaign against the
president and ruling elite.

Outside the presidential palace. CAPSAT
commander Col. Michael Randrianirina read
out a statement announcing the suspension
of the constitution.

A governing committee composed of
officers from the army. gendarmerie and
national police would be established. he
said. “Perhaps in time it will include senior
civilian advisers.”

“It is this committee that will carry out the
work of the presidency.” Randrianirina said.
“At the same time. after a few days. we will
set up a civilian government.”

“We have taken power.” he confirmed to
AFP.

Afterwards. officers from the unit rolled
through the capital in armored Humvees and
pick-up trucks en route to their base. where
hundreds of soldiers stood in formation to
receive them.

Crowds lined the pavements. cheering and
waving as they passed. while some followed
the convoy in their own cars. honking their
horns in a victory lap through a city still on
edge.

“Is a huge joy.” said businesswoman
Baovola Zanarison Rakotomanga. 41. among
the crowds celebrating at city hall.

“We have suffered for so long... we hope to
now be able to move forward. united.” she
said.

‘Safe place’

Parliamentarians pushed ahead with the vote
to impeach Rajoelina for desertion of duty
despite a bid by the presidency to block the
motion by ordering the dissolution of the
national assembly.

The vote passed with 130 votes in favor —
well above the two-thirds constitutional

threshold required.

The presidency said the session was “devoid
of any legal basis.”

But the constitutional court later

validated the impeachment and confirmed
Randrianirina’s authority.

After reports that he had left the country with
the assistance of France. Rajoelina - who
has French nationality - said in a national
address late Monday that he was in a “safe
place to protect my life.”

He did not reveal his location but some
reports said he may have gone to Dubai.
Making clear he would not step down.
Rajoelina said he was “on a mission to find
solutions” to the political crisis and would
not let the impoverished nation “destroy
itself.”

The relatively low-key youth-led protest
movement took a turn at the weekend when
CAPSAT - which played a major role in the
2009 coup that first brought Rajoelina to
power — joined the protesters.

They were followed by the gendarmerie
which admitted to “faults and excesses”
against the demonstrations in which at least
22 people were killed. according to the UN.
an early toll dismissed by the government.
At a fresh rally outside city hall Tuesday.
demonstrators expressed anger at France.
the colonial ruler until independence in
1960. accusing it of meddling in the island’s
affairs.

“It’s like they’re colonizing us again.” said
civil engineer Koloina Rakotomavonirina.
26. “We want them to leave our island for
good.”

Adding to statements of concern from the
African Union and SADC regional bloc. a
United Nations spokesman said Tuesday “if
there is a coup underway. we would stand
against that.”

“We're trying to see exactly what happens.
once the dust is settled.” said Farhan Hagq.
a spokesman for the UN chief. Antonio
Guterres.
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