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Madagascar’s cornered president
says Sheltering in ‘saie space’

ANTANANARIVO

Madagascar’s embattled President Andry
Rajoelina said Monday he was sheltering in
a “safe space” after an attempt on his life and
called for the constitution to be respected as
pressure mounted for him to resign.

The twice-delayed speech marked his first
public address since a mutinous army unit
backed anti-government protests afollowed
by reports he had fled the country off the east
coast of Africa.

“Since 25 September. there have been attempts
on my life and coup attempts. A group of
military personnel and politicians planned to
assassinate me.” the 51-year-old leader said in
a live address.

“I was forced to find a safe place to protect my
life.” he said. without revealing his location.
The protests. led by mostly young
demonstrators. initially focused on chronic
power and water cuts in the impoverished
country but developed into a broader anti-
government movement that called for
Rajoelina to resign.

Rajoelina. a former mayor who came to power
on the back of a coup. on Monday called for
the constitution to be respected to resolve the
deepening political crisis.

“There is only one way to resolve these issues;
that is to respect the constitution in force in the
country.” he said.

Radio France Internationale said Rajoelina
left Madagascar on a French military plane
at the weekend but French officials did not
immediately respond to AFP’s request for
confirmation.

French President Emmanuel Macron also
refused to confirm this.

WHO warns of contaminated
India cough syrups

The World Health Organization on Monday
issued a health advisory warning about three
contaminated cough syrups identified in India.
urging authorities to report any detection of
these medicines in their countries to the health
agency.

The WHO said the affected medicines are
specific batches of Coldrif from Sresan
Pharmaceutical. Respifresh TR from Rednex
Pharmaceuticals and ReLife from Shape
Pharma.

The agency said the contaminated products
pose significant risks and can cause severe.
potentially life-threatening illness.

India’s health authority. the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization. informed the
WHO the syrups were reportedly consumed by
children. all under the age of five. who recently
died in the central state of Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district.

The cough medicine contained toxic diethylene
glycol in quantities nearly 500 times the
permissible limit.

CDSCO said none of the contaminated
medicines have been exported from India and
there is no evidence of illegal export.

The US Food and Drug Administration
confirmed on Friday that these toxic cough
syrups had not been shipped to the United
States.

-

ESyptian president: Trump’s Middie
East proposal ‘last chance’ for peace

SHARM EL-SHEIKH
Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi told a summit
of world leaders Monday that
US President Donald Trump’s
Mideast proposal represents
the “last chance” for peace in
the region and reiterated his call
for a two-state solution. saying
Palestinians have the right to an
independent state.
The summit in Egypt was
aimed at supporting the
ceasefire reached in Gaza.
ending the Israel-Hamas war
and developing a long-term
vision to rebuild the devastated
Palestinian territory.
Trump’s plan holds out the
possibility of a Palestinian
state. but only after a lengthy
transition period in Gaza
and a reform process by the

internationally recognized
Palestinian  Authority. Israeli
Prime  Minister = Benjamin

Netanyahu opposes Palestinian
independence.

In his speech. El-Sisi also also
awarded Trump the Order of
the Nile. the country’s highest
civilian honor.

Israel and Hamas came under
pressure from the United States.
Arab countries and Turkiye
to agree on the ceasefire’s first

phase negotiated in Qatar
through mediators. The truce
began Friday.

But major questions remain
over what happens next. raising
the risk of a slide back into
war. The gathering reflects the
international will to follow
through on the deal.

More than 20 world leaders
attended the summit. including
King Abdullah of Jordan.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. Qatar’s Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.
the French president and the
British prime minister.

Israel and Hamas have no direct
contacts and were not expected
to attend. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu will not
travel to the meeting because of
a Jewish holiday. his office said.
Trump headed to Egypt after a
stop in Israel.

World leaders lined up to have
their photos taken with Trump
ahead of the meeting. Trump
smiled and gave a thumbs-up to
photographers.

Israel has rejected any role in
Gaza for the internationally
backed Palestinian Authority.
whose leader. Mahmoud Abbas.
arrived in the Egyptian Red Sea
resort town of Sharm El-Sheikh
on Monday before the gathering.
The summit unfolded soon after
Hamas released 20 remaining
living Israeli hostages and Israel
started to free hundreds of
Palestinians from its prisons.
crucial steps under the ceasefire.

A new page

El-Sisi’s office said the summit
aimed to “end the war” in Gaza
and “usher in a new page of
peace and regional stability” in

line with Trump’s vision.
Egyptian Air Force jets escorted
Trump’s Air Force One for a
spin above the resort before he
landed and was received by El-
Sisi at the airport.

Ahead of the meeting. Egyptian
Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty
said it was critical that Israel and
Hamas fully implement the first
phase of the ceasefire deal so that
the parties. with international
backing. can begin negotiations
on the second phase.

Abdelatty said the success of
Trump’s vision for Mideast
peace will depend on his
continued commitment to the
process. including applying
pressure on the parties and
deploying  military  forces
as part of an international
contingent expected to carry out
peacekeeping duties in the next
phase.

“We need American
engagement. even deployment
on the ground. to identify the
mission. task and mandate of
this force.” Abdelatty told The
Associated Press.

Directly tackling the remaining
issues in depth is unlikely at the
gathering. which is supposed to
last about two hours. El-Sisi and
Trump are expected to issue a
joint statement after it ends.
Under the first phase. Israeli
troops pulled back from
some parts of Gaza. allowing
hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians in Gaza to return
home from areas they were
forced to evacuate. Aid groups
are preparing to bring in large
quantities of aid kept out of the
territory for months.

Critical challenges ahead

The next phase of the deal will
have to tackle disarming Hamas.
creating a post-war government
for Gaza and handling the
extent of Israel’s withdrawal
from the territory. Trump’s plan
also stipulates that regional and
international partners will work
to develop the core of a new
Palestinian security force.
Abdelatty said the international
force needs a UN Security
Council resolution to endorse
its deployment.

He said Hamas will have no

role in the transitional period in
Gaza. A 15-member committee
of Palestinian technocrats. with
no affiliation to any Palestinian
factions and vetted by Israel. will
govern day to day affairs in Gaza.
The committee would receive
support and supervision from
a “Board of Peace” proposed
by Trump to oversee the
implementation of the phases of
his plan. Abdelatty said.

“We are counting on Trump to
keep the implementation of this
plan for all its phases.” he told
AP.

Another  major issue s
raising funds for rebuilding
Gaza. The World Bank. and
Egypt’s postwar plan. estimate
reconstruction and recovery
needs in Gaza at $53 billion.
Egypt plans to host an early
recovery and reconstruction
conference for Gaza in
November.

Roles for other countries

Turkiye. which hosted Hamas
political leaders for years. played
a key role in bringing about the
ceasefire agreement.

Jordan. alongside Egypt. will

train the new Palestinian
security force.

Germany. one of Israel’s
strongest international

backers and top suppliers of
military equipment. plans to
be represented by Chancellor
Friedrich  Merz. He  has
expressed concern over Israel’s
conduct of the war and its plan
for a military takeover of Gaza.

British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer. who also is
attending. has he said will
pledge 20 million British
pounds ($27 million) to help
provide water and sanitation
for Gaza and that Britain will
host a three-day conference
on Gaza’s reconstruction and
recovery.

Speaking in Egypt. Starmer said
Britain was ready to “play its
full part” in ensuring that the
current ceasefire results in a

lasting peace.
UN Secretary-General Ant6nio
Guterres. European  Union

President Anténio Costa and
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni also are attending.

PARIS

Former French president Nicolas
Sarkozywill servejail timeata Paris
prison from October 21. informed

sources told AFP Monday. after a
court last month sentenced him to
five years behind bars for criminal
conspiracy.

The 70-year-old. who will be the
first French postwar leader and the
first former head of a European

Extra

Union country to go to jail. will
serve time at the La Sante prison
in Paris. they said.

Sarkozy. France’s leader from
2007 to 2012. was convicted in
late September over a scheme for
late Libyan dictator Muammar
Qaddafi
presidential run.

security measures are
expected to ensure his safety in

to fund his 2007

prison. with Sarkozy possibly
placed in a unit for vulnerable
prisoners or held in solitary
confinement.

Earlier Monday. he arrived at
the financial prosecutor’s office and
in Paris to learn the details of his
upcoming incarceration.

He arrived in a car with tinted
windows. then left again three-
quarters of an hour later without

French ex-president Sarkozy (o 80 {o prison on October 21 Sources

making a
journalists saw.
An AFP photographer then saw
him return home.

Sarkozy has denied the charges

conviction.

The former president immediately
appealed  his
September and a new trial is
expected in the coming months.

comment. AFP

appealed  against  his

conviction in
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Ielensky to visit Washington
secking long-range weapons

KYIV. Ukraine
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said
Monday he will travel to the United States this
week for talks on the potential US provision of
long-range weapons. a day after US President
Donald Trump warned Russia he may send
Kyiv long-range Tomahawk missiles.
A meeting between Zelensky and Trump could
take place as early as Friday. the Ukrainian
president said. adding that he also would
meet with defense and energy companies and
members of Congress.
“The main topics will be air defense and our
long-range capabilities. to maintain pressure
on Russia.” Zelensky said.
He spoke at a meeting with EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs Kaja
Kallas. He said he also would seek further US
assistance to protect Ukraine’s electricity and
gas networks. which have faced relentless
Russian bombardment. The US visit follows
what Zelensky described as a “very productive”
phone call with Trump on Sunday. Trump later
warned Russia that he may send Ukraine long-
range Tomahawk missiles if Moscow doesn’t
settle its war there soon. The missiles would
allow Ukraine to strike deeper into Russian
territory.
Moscow has expressed “extreme concern” over
the US potentially providing Tomahawk cruise
missiles to Ukraine. Russian President Vladimir
Putin himself has previously suggested that the
US supplying long-range missiles to Ukraine
would seriously damage relations between
Moscow and Washington.
Zelensky will join a Ukrainian delegation
already in the US for preliminary talks. led by
Prime Minister Yulia Svyrydenko. Russia has
stepped up attacks in recent weeks targeting
electricity and gas infrastructure ahead of
winter. in an effort to cripple Ukraine’s power
grid ahead of freezing temperatures to erode
public morale. Ukraine’s State Emergency
Service said the worst attacks early Monday
using drones and missiles occurred around the
Black Sea port of Odesa and in the northern
Chernihiv region. where one person was killed.
Kallas. the EU’s top diplomat. pledged
continued pressure on Moscow. She also
expressed confidence that objections led by
Hungary to a new Russia sanctions package
would be overcome. even if the process drags
on past a meeting of EU leaders next week.
“On funding. the needs are enormous. We
must help Ukraine defend itself so we don’t
later spend even more repairing destroyed
infrastructure.” Kallas said. “We are 27
member states. and 27 democracies. so debates
take time ... ’'m positive that. as before. we’ll
achieve a decision.”

UK quietly hosts talks
on Gaza reconstruction

LONDON

Dozens of top officials from Middle East and
European nations huddled Monday with
leading global financial institutions for talks in
the UK on rebuilding the devastated Gaza Strip.
Far from a high-profile Gaza summit in the
Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh.
the UK’s foreign ministry quietly brought
together Middle East and European officials
at an isolated mansion deep in the southern
English countryside.

The aim of the three-day conference was to
start the “crucial planning and coordination
efforts for postwar Gaza” which would be
Palestinian-led. the UK prime minister’s office
said in a statement.

“We must be ready to act — to clear rubble.
rebuild homes and set up infrastructure.
restoring access to education and health care.”
junior foreign minister Hamish Falconer
added in a statement.

“We know the scale of the task. We know how
urgent it is. and how complex it will be.” he
added. highlighting it “will take years and cost
billions.”
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Los Angeles County oificials to vote on

emerdency declaration over immigration raids

LOS ANGELES

Los Angeles County officials
will vote Tuesday on whether to
declare a state of emergency that
would give them power to provide
assistance for residents they say
have suffered financially from

ongoing federal
raids.

The move would allow the LA
County Board of Supervisors to
provide rent relief for tenants
who have fallen behind as a result
of the crackdown on immigrants.
A local state of emergency can
also funnel state money for legal
aid and other services.

Funds for rent would be available
to people who apply via an online
portal that would be launched
within two months. Supervisor
Lindsey Horvath’s office said. The
motion could also be a first step
toward an eviction moratorium.
but that would require a separate
action by the supervisors.
Landlords worried it could
be another financial hit after
an extended ban on evictions
and rental increases during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Since June. the Los Angeles
region has been a battleground

immigration

in the Trump administration’s
aggressive immigration strategy
that spurred protests and the
deployment of the National
Guards and Marines for more
than a month. Federal agents have
rounded up immigrants without
legal status to be in the US from
Home Depots. car washes. bus
stops. and farms. Some US
citizens have also been detained.
Horvath and Janice Hahn said
the raids have spread fear and
destabilized households and
businesses.

“They are targeting families.
disrupting classrooms. silencing
workers. and forcing people to
choose between staying safe and
staying housed.” Horvath said in
a statement. referencing actions
by the Trump administration. She
added declaring an emergency “is
how we fight back.”

Last week the five-member board
voted 41- to put the declaration
up foravote atits regular Tuesday
meeting. The sole “no” vote came
from Supervisor Kathryn Barger.
who argued that the immigration
raids did not meet the criteria of
an emergency and that it could be
unfair to landlords.

-

News

Egypt, Qatar, Turkiye sign Gaza
ceasefire declaration with Trump

JERUSALEM

US President Donald Trump

hailed a “tremendous day for
the Middle East” as he and
regional leaders signed a
declaration Monday meant
to cement a ceasefire in
Gaza. hours after Israel and
Hamas exchanged hostages
and prisoners.

Trump made alightning visit
to Israel. where he lauded
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in an address to

parliament. before flying to

Egypt for a Gaza summit
where he and the leaders of
Egypt. Qatar and Turkiye
signed the declaration as
guarantors to the Gaza deal.

“This is a tremendous day for
the world. it’s a tremendous
day for the Middle East.”

Trump said as more than
two dozen world leaders sat
down to talk in the resort of
Sharm El-Sheikh.

“The document is going
to spell out rules and
regulations and lots of other
things.” Trump said before
signing. repeating twice that
“it’s going to hold up.”

As part of Trump’s plan to
end the Gaza war. Hamas
on Monday freed the last 20
surviving hostages it held
after two years of captivity in
Gaza.

In exchange. Israel released
1.968 mostly Palestinian
prisoners held in its jails. its
prison service said.

Trump’s visit to the Middle
East aims to celebrate his

role in brokering last week’s
ceasefire and hostage release
deal — but much remains to
be negotiated.

Among the potential sticking
points are Hamas’s refusal to
disarm and Israel’s failure to
pledge full withdrawal from
the devastated territory.

The US leader. however.
repeatedly  signalled  he
was confident the ceasefire
will hold. saying at a joint
appearance with El-Sisi in
Sharm El-Sheikh that talks
on the next steps of the plan
were underway.

“It’s started. as far as we're
concerned. phase 2 has
started.” he said.

“The phases are all a little bit

mixed in with each other.”
he added.

Trump announced in late
September a 20-point plan
for Gaza. which helped bring
about the ceasefire.

At his appearance with El-
Sisi. he lauded the Egyptian
leader as having been “very
instrumental” in talks with
Hamas.

El-Sisi. for his part. said
Trump was the “only one
capable of bringing peace to

our region.”
Trump also briefly
met  with Palestinian

president Mahmud Abbas
at the summit. which
representatives of Israel and
Hamas did not attend.

Hamas spokesman Hazem
Qassem on Monday urged
Trump and the mediators of
the Gaza deal to “continue
monitoring Israel’s conduct
and to ensure it does not
resume its aggression against
our people.”

Israel’s campaign in Gaza
has killed at least 67.869
people. according to figures
from the health ministry in
the Hamas-run territory that
the United Nations considers
credible.

The data does not distinguish
between  civilians  and
combatants but indicates
that more than half of
the dead are women and
children.

Can ESypt summit turn Gaza’s iragile

fruce into a foundation for regional peace?

LONDON
Standing  before  Israeli
lawmakers in Jerusalem on

Monday. US President Donald
Trump declared an end to what
he called “a long and painful
nightmare.” Twenty surviving
hostages had just been released
from Gaza after more than two
years in captivity.

In return. Israel has begun
freeing almost 2.000 Palestinian
prisoners as part of the first
phase of a US-brokered
ceasefire with Hamas.

“For so many families across
this land. it has been years since
you've known a single day of
true peace.” Trump told the
Knesset. “Not only for Israelis.
but also for Palestinians and
for many others. the long and
painful nightmare is finally
over.”

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. meanwhile. hailed
Trump as “the greatest friend
of Israel.”

Yet beyond the theatrics.
Trump’s  whirlwind  visit
marked the opening act in a far
larger drama.

Within hours he was back
aboard Air Force One. bound
for Egypt’s Sharm El-Sheikh.
where more than two dozen
heads of state. government and
international organizations
were gathering for the firsthigh-
level summit on Gaza since the
ceasefire took hold.

The deal. announced last week.
represents the most significant
diplomatic breakthrough in
the Gaza conflict since the war
began with the Hamas-led
attack of Oct. 7. 2023. which

left 1.200 people dead. most
of them civilians. and saw 251
taken hostage.

Israel’s military campaign in
Gaza has since killed at least
67.869 people. according to
the territory’s health ministry.
More than half of the dead are
women and children.

Under the terms of the
ceasefire. Hamas agreed to
release all living hostages and
return the bodies of 27 who
died in captivity.

Israel. for its part. agreed to
free roughly 2.000 Palestinians
— 250 of them convicted
on security charges — while
beginning a partial withdrawal
from Gaza.

But as celebrations erupted
across Tel Aviv's Hostages
Square and Ramallah’s main
thoroughfares. analysts
cautioned that the jubilation
could prove short-lived. The
peace. for now. is merely
procedural — the beginning
of a process rather than its
conclusion.

Hani Nasira. the Egyptian
author and academic. said the
Sharm El-Sheikh summit was
“a  high-level international
conference convened ... to
sustain the Gaza ceasefire and
finalize an agreement to end
the war and start a new chapter
for peace and stability in the
region.”

He told Arab News: “The
gathering follows the signing
of the first phase of a ceasefire
between Israel and Hamas on
Oct. 9. Under the deal. several
Israeli hostages and Palestinian
prisoners are to be released and

humanitarian measures will be
implemented.”

Nasira described Egypt’s role as
“central” — both as mediator
since the war began and now as
“regional coordinator” shaping
Gaza’s postwar framework.
“Cairo has served as mediator
since the crisis began and
now leads efforts to shape the
postwar framework for Gaza.”
he added.

Trump’s  partnership  with
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi
underscores Washington’s
renewed reliance on Cairo.
which has long acted as the
Arab world’s bridge between
Israel and the Palestinians.
Together. they are expected
to unveil the second stage
of Trump’s 20-point Gaza
peace plan. announced in
late September — a roadmap
that envisions a multinational
stabilization force and.

eventually. a new governing
body for Gaza “headed” by
Trump himself.

“The US participation is seen
as a diplomatic push to secure
international commitment to
a peace road map that includes
a declaration of long-term
stability and expanded Arab
and global engagement.” said
Nasira.

“Trump’s  presence  and
remarks are expected to give
the process both political and
practical momentum. boosting
prospects for translating initial

agreements  into  concrete
action.”

Nasira also pointed to the
“balanced and  pragmatic

approach” of Saudi Arabia.
which has quietly emerged
as one of the most influential
players in the post-ceasefire
landscape.

“Saudi Arabia has also emerged

as a key Arab partner alongside
Egypt. contributing financial
and humanitarian support
while facilitating diplomatic
pathways toward regional
stability.” he said.

“Over the past several years.
the Kingdom has pursued
a balanced and pragmatic
approach to the Palestinian
issue. guided by strategic
vision rather than short-term
reaction.”

He added: “While Israel’s
actions in the region have often
been marked by escalation and
excessive force. Riyadh has
maintained a measured and
rational stance. working with
partners such as France to build
a regional safety net.”

Those efforts. he said. “have
helped shape a growing
international consensus in
favor of a two-state solution
and paved the way for the
current US-led initiative to end
the Gaza conflict.”

Atthe Sharm El-Sheikh summit.
Saudi diplomats are expected to
push for regional cooperation
and the revival of the 2002
Arab Peace Initiative. which
conditions normalization with
Israel on the establishment of a
Palestinian state.

For Trump. the optics of his
Israel visit were both personal
and political. The rapturous
reception in Jerusalem provided
a rare moment of unity for a
leader whose presidency has
otherwise been defined by
polarization.

But the reaction from ordinary
Israelis offered a subtler insight
into shifting public sentiment.

In a post on X. Saudi political
analyst Salman Al-Ansari said:
“The booing of Israeli citizens
when (US special envoy to the
Middle Easty Mr. Steve Witkoff

mentioned Netanyahu was
remarkable.
“Moments later. the same

crowd erupted in cheers when
he mentioned Donald Trump.
even chanting ‘Thank you.
Trump:’ repeatedly.

“This contrast should ring
alarm bells in the White House.
Supporting Netanyahu as an
individual is antithetical to
supporting Israelis.”

Al-Ansari argued that
American policymakers must
learn to distinguish between
supporting Israel as a nation
and aligning uncritically with
Netanyahu’s leadership.

“Since AIPAC (American Israel
Public Affairs Committee)
operativesoftenlabel Americans
who  criticize = Netanyahu
as antisemitic. perhaps it is
time to flip the script and say
that supporting Netanyahu
is antisemitic.” he said. The
comment reflects a growing
unease within parts of the US
foreign policy establishment
about Netanyahu's domestic
standing and the sustainability
of his hard-line policies.

Trump. meanwhile. is
determined to frame the
ceasefire as a  personal

triumph — a vindication of
his unorthodox diplomacy
and a reminder of his ability to
command the world stage.
Even some of his Democratic
opponents have offered rare
praise.
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