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PM, president of Morocco)s House
of Councillors discuss ‘strong fiey’

AMMAN

Prime Minister Bisher Al Khasawneh
on Monday met with the President of
Morocco’s House of Councillors; Enaam
Mayara.

During their meeting: Khasawneh
underscored the "deep-rooted" ties and
ongoing cooperation between both
kingdoms: according to the Jordan News
Agency. Petra.

He stressed the importance of
maintaining communication at various
governmental and legislative levels to
strengthen existing cooperation.

Talks also highlighted the two
countries' common stances on various
issues. foremost of which is the
Palestinian cause: where both countries
emphasised the imperative of a just
and comprehensive resolution within
the framework of a two-state solution:
which guarantees the establishment of
an independent Palestinian state on the
June 4. 1967 lines with East Jerusalem as
its capital.

Khasawneh highlighted the vital need

to preserve the historical and legal status
quo of Jerusalem: along with its Islamic
and Christian holy sites.

He also highlighted His Majesty King
Abdullah's effortsc under the Hashemite
Custodianship: which complement those
of His Majesty King Mohammed VL
who chairs the Jerusalem Committee.

Khasawneh expressed his keenness
for the forthcoming meetings of the
Jordanian-Moroccan Joint Committee:
aimed to find ways to strengthen
cooperation to serve common interests.

Mayara expressed his admiration for
the "strong ties" between Jordan and
Morocco. He also commended Jordan's
unwavering support for Arab issues:
particularly the Palestinian issue.

He also reiterated his country's
commitment to enhancing cooperation:
highlighting the contributions of the
Jordanian-Moroccan  Parliamentary
Friendship Committee in promoting
the exchange of expertise: particularly
in terms of legislation and political
affairs.

EBRD appoints Gretchen Biery director

[or eastern Mediterranean region

AMMAN — The European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) has appointed Gretchen Biery
director for its eastern Mediterranean
region: leading its operations in Jordan.
Lebanon and the West Bank and Gaza.

Biery took up her new role on
September 1. 2023, reporting to the
managing director of the southern
and eastern Mediterranean (SEMED)
region. She will be based in Jordan:
where she succeeds Philip ter Woort:
according to an EBRD statement.

An  American nationali Biery
joined the bank in 2018 as head of
Lebanon: based in Beirut; where she
established the EBRD’s office and
oversaw  operations. Since 2021.
she has been senior adviser to the
managing director of the SEMED
region: focusing on preparations for
the bank’s potential expansion into
sub-Saharan Africa and Iraq: as well
as working with newer shareholders
in the region: including Algeria. “It
is a great privilege to take over this
role delivering the EBRD’s activities

in the eastern Mediterranean.” Biery
said. “I'm very happy to return
to the region and look forward to
building on the achievements of my
predecessors: supporting the region’s
economy and working to deliver the
bank’s green and sustainable agenda
with the public and private sectors.”
Prior to joining the bank: Biery held
strategic and operational positions at
multilateral development banks and
the US Treasury. and consulted for
bilateral development agencies.

She worked extensively in the Middle
East and south-east Asia. She brings
to the role vast knowledge of the
region: significant public-sector and
policy dialogue experience: as well as
experience supporting private-sector
development.

She holds a master’s degree in
international relations and economics
from the Johns Hopkins University
School of Advanced International
Studies and a degree in international
political science from the University of
Louisville.
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Crown Prince attends
opening oI AIDTSEC 2023

AMMAN

HRH Crown Prince
Hussein on  Monday
attended the opening of the
Artificial Intelligence in
Defence Technologies and
Cyber Security Exhibition
and Conference

(AIDTSEC 2023) at the

King Hussein Bin Talal
Convention Centre at the
Dead Sea.

The conference and
exhibition showcases
the latest technologies
and developments in AL
aimed at finding dynamic
solutions for operations
in defence: cybersecurity:
and big data analysis and
protection: according to a
Royal Court statement.

Speaking  at  the
opening: Assistant  to
the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff for

]

and Defence
Resources  Brig. Gen.
Tawfiq Marzouq said
there is a global need for
cooperation and expertise
exchange to counter major
threats related to data and
information security.

For his part. National
Cybersecurity Centre

Planning

Director Bassam
Maharmeh  said Al
models can help preempt
threats and crises. noting
that the centre employs
Al tools in various
operations.

The AIDTSEC 2023
conference; first launched
two years ago: is aimed at

the exchange of expertise
between innovators:
experts, and  start-ups
working  in  defence
Al and  cybersecurity
technologies.

A number of ministers
and senior officers and
officials  attended the
opening ceremony.

Jordan’s Junaidi defies odds o liit old at
World Para Poweriiting Championships

AMMAN
In a display of
sheer determination

Jordanian athlete Mutaz
Junaidi lifted his way
to victory at the 2023
World Para Powerlifting
Championships. held in
Dubai.

With an outstanding
lift of 220 kilogrammes
in his division: Junaidi
secured  the  Master
Medal and a ticket to the
highly anticipated 2024
Paris Para Powerlifting
Championship.

“This remarkable
achievement is  the
culmination of over two
decades of relentless
practice and unwavering
commitment,”  Junaidi
told The Jordan Times.

Junaidi added
that the 2023 World
Para Powerlifting
Championships  brought
together elite athletes from
all around the world from
August 2131- to compete
in a sport that showcases
strength. discipline and
determination.

Junaidi’s sports career
in para powerlifting began
more than two decades
ago.

Growing up in a modest

background: he discovered
his passion for the sport at
a young age. However:
it was not always an easy
path said Junaidi.

“I was determined to
prove that my disability
was not a limitation. but
a source of strength/”
Junaidi said.

Powerlifting became my
passion¢ and I knew I had
the potential to compete
at the highest level: said
Junaidi.

The

2024 World

Para Powerlifting
Championships will
providle me with the

opportunity to showcase
my talent globally. said
Junaidi.

As  Junaidi  gears
up for the Paris 2024
Para Powerlifting

Championships: he is
confident he will showcase
his “full power” and claim
a gold medal.

“After over 20 years of
continuous training and
hard work: I am thrilled

to represent Jordan in
Paris 2024. I aim to
inspire others to pursue
their dreams: regardless
of the obstacles they face.”
Junaidi added.

‘' call on the
authorities to extend
their support to athletes

with disabilities:
empower them and
provide them  with

facilities to practise and
workout: as there are no
sports centres for them in
Jordan:” Junaidi added.

Curiew lifted alter deadly unrest in Iraq city

Arab

and Turkmen

KIRKUK

A curfew was lifted in
the multi-ethnic Iraqi city
of Kirkuk on Sunday after
protests turned violent and led
to the deaths of four people.

Prime Minister Mohammed
Shia Al Sudani imposed the
curfew on Saturday evening
after rival protests — between
Kurdish residents on one side
and Turkmen and Arabs on
the other — descended into
deadly unrest despite a security
presence.

Tensions had been
brewing for nearly a week

in Kirkuki a northern city
which has historically been
disputed between the federal
government in Baghdad and
authorities in the autonomous
Kurdistan region of the north.

The curfew "has been
lifted". General Kawa Gharib.
the police chief in Kirkuk

told AFP. "The situation is
now stable throughout the
city."

Sudani called for a

commission of inquiry into
the incident.

Four Kurds were killed and
15 people wounded during

Saturday's violence: according
to the latest toll issued Sunday
by Amer Shuani; the local
police spokesman.

At least three of the four
victims were shot dead: health
officials said: but it was unclear

who was responsible.

Security forces had been
deployed as a buffer to keep
the rival groups apart; and an
AFP correspondent said they
had to fire warning shots to
disperse the Kurds.

demonstrators had staged a
sit-in near the headquarters
of the Iraqi security forces in
Kirkuk province on August
28, after media reports that
Sudani had ordered the site
to be handed over to the
Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP): which used to occupy
it.

In  response. Kurdish
protesters tried to reach the
headquarters on Saturday:
and the situation degenerated.

On  Sunday  morning
General Jabbar Naeema Al

Taee. Kirkuk's top security
officiali told AFP that the
building at the centre of
the tensions was "under the
control of the army" of Iraq
and the sit-in was over.

In 2014 the KDP and the
peshmerga: the security forces
of the Kurdistan region: took
control of Kirkuki an oil-
producing region of northern
Iraq.

However. federal troops
expelled them in autumn
2017 after tensions over
a referendum on Kurdish
independence.
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Their  Majesties  King
Abdullah and Queen Rania
Al Abdullahc on Tuesday
received top General Secondary
Education Certificate
Examination (Tawjihi)
achievers for the 20222023-
academic year: at Al Husseiniya
Palace.

King Abdullah and Queen
Rania  congratulated  the
students on their success. and
spoke with them about their
plans to pursue education in
various academic and technical
disciplines. according to a
Royal Court statement.

His Majesty commended
students’ dedication  and
academic excellence: urging
them to pursue degrees that
fulfil their aspirations and meet
labour market needs at the

same time.

Students expressed pride in
meeting with Their Majesties:
noting that it gave them an

added incentive to move
ahead  academically and
professionally.

Some of the students
spoke about their interest in
pursuing professional and
technical degrees: due to the
low employability of some
academic degrees: in addition
to the rapidly changing needs
of the local and regional labour
markets.

Royal Hashemite Court
Chief Yousef Issawi. Director
of the Office of His Majesty
Jafar Hassani and Minister
of Education and Minister
of Higher Education Azmi
Mahafzah  attended  the
reception.

Ukraine defence minister says
he hands in resignation letter

KYIV

Ukrainian Defence Minister
Oleksiy Reznikov announced
on Monday he had handed his
resignation letter to parliament
after President Volodymyr
Zelensky called for "new
approaches" to face Russia's
invasion.

Zelensky's  decision  to
remove Reznikov comes after
corruption scandals rocked the
defence ministry.

The Ukrainian leader had
also recently dismissed senior
military recruitment officials
across the country.

Many  Kyiv  residents
welcomed the decision.

"If something goes wrong;
you have to fix and rebuild
and change quickly." said artist
Maria Shkuro.

"He should have resigned
himself; rather than wait until
he was dismissed:" she said
speaking to AFP near a display
of Russian war trophies in
central Kyiv.

Reznikov persuaded
Western allies to supply
Ukraine with Western-made
weaponry including advanced
air defence systems: tanks and
US fighter jets.

"All the good things he has
done are instantly reversed
by one bad deed:" pensioner
Anatoly Kifa said.

"At a time like this( in such
positions: one cannot allow the
crimes I have read about." the

70-year-old added.

'Not a 'villain

Maksym Chumak: a
32-year-old serviceman on
leave: did not blame Reznikov
alone for the defence ministry's
alleged misdoings.

"There are claims... about
mistakes he made in deliveries
and purchases:" Chumak said.

But he added: "There is no
person who does not make
mistakes: and I do not think
that he is a villain."

Reznikov was appointed
three months before Russia's
invasion and became one of
the best-known faces of the
country's war efforts.

"It was an honour to serve
the Ukrainian people and
work for the <Ukrainian army»
for the last 22 months the
toughest period of Ukraine's
modern history." he said in his
resignation letter.

Ukraine launched a
counteroffensive against
Russian forces in June after
building up Western-supplied
weapons: a drive to which
Reznikov was seen as being
central. Progress has been
limited.

Zelensky nominated Rustem
Umerove a Crimean Tatar
who has been head of the State
Property Fund since last year:
to replace Reznikov — subject
to approval by Ukraine's
parliament.

ISrael and Bahrain agree (o boost trade fies

MANAMA

Israel's foreign minister
agreed on Monday with
his Bahraini counterpart to
boost trade relations: during
his first visit to one of the two
Gulf Arab states to establish
ties with Israel.

"The foreign minister
and I agreed that we should
work together to increase the
number of direct flights: the
tourism. the trade volume:
the investment." Eli Cohen
said during a ceremony
to inaugurate Israel's new
embassy.

The embassy in the
capital Manama will replace
the first embassy Israel
opened in 2021¢ a year after
it established diplomatic
relations with Bahrain as part
of the US-brokered Abraham
Accords.

Under the accords: Israel
also established ties with the
United Arab Emirates and
Morocco.

Monday's ceremony was
attended by Bahraini Foreign
Minister Abdullatif Al Zayani.
who said the event signified
a "shared commitment to
strengthening and cultivating
bilateral relations".

"As we build into deeper
diplomatic endeavours
and engage in bilateral
cooperation across various
sectors; the establishment
of this new embassy

assumes a pivotal role in
our collaboration:" he told

reporters.

Cohen arrived in Bahrain
on Sunday: accompanied by
a business delegation of more
than 30 companies working
in high-tech: logistics and
real estate.

Earlier on Monday: he
met Crown Prince Salman
Bin Hamad Al Khalifa and
discussed "the importance
of advancing a free trade
agreement and projects to
connect youths in Israel

and Bahrain". Cohen
posted on X: formerly
Twitter.

"We look forward to
expanding the circle of peace
and normalisation to other
states in the area;" he said.

Despite now having steady

ties with Israeli Bahrain and
the UAE have joined other
Gulf Arab states in issuing
a series of condemnations
against it this year.

The storming of Al
Agsa mosque in Jerusalem
and raids by Israeli forces
on Nablus and the Jenin
Palestinian refugee camp in
the occupied West Bank were
among Israeli moves that

sparked a Gulf outcry.

However. Cohen’s trip
coincides  with  growing
speculation about an
impending  normalisation
deal between Israel and

Saudi Arabia; which is not
a signatory to the Abraham
Accords.

Riyadh and Washington
have held talks on Saudi
conditions for progress on

normalisation with Israel
according to people briefed
on the meetings.

“There are more Arab and
Muslim countries that have
shown interest in taking a
step forward in joining the
peace circle.” Cohen told a
press conference in Manamay
without naming them.

In Bahrainc  Cohen
also visited the US Navy’s
Fifth Fleet base where he
discussed maritime security
cooperation: according to
a statement by US Naval
Forces Central Command
(NAVCENT).

The visit “underscores
our expanding partnership
with  Israel”. NAVCENT
commander  Vice- Admiral
Brad Cooper was quoted as
saying.

sudan’s Burhan returns irom juba
as UN raises aid appeal to $1 b

PORT
Sudan

War-torn Sudan’s army
chief returned to Port Sudan
on Monday after visiting Juba
for talks with South Sudan’s
president: as the United
Nations warned the number
of refugees could double by
the end of the year.

Abdel Fattah Al Burhan’s
meeting with President Salva
Kiir was his second trip
abroad since the war with
paramilitaries began in April
following a visit to Cairo last
week.

The meeting covered
“efforts by regional countries:
including South Sudan: to
address the crisis”c according
to a statement from Sudan’s

SUDAN;

ruling sovereign council.

Sudan’s acting foreign
minister. Ali Al Sadiq¢ voiced
hope that South Sudan: which
declared its independence
in 2011 after two decades of
civil war. could mediate in
the deadly conflict.

“We in Sudan feel that
South Sudan is the best
country to mediate the
conflict in Sudan: because
we have been one country
for so long and we know each
other: we know the problems
and we know our needs.” he
said in a statement.

The war between
Burhan and his former
deputy Mohamed Hamdan
Daglo who commands the
paramilitary Rapid Support

Forces (RSF). has killed at
least 5,000 people: according
to conservative estimates
from the Armed Conflict
Location & Event Data
project.

It has also spurred a
massive exodus: with 4.8
million people fleeing their
homes — 1 million of whom
have crossed borders —
according to the UN.

In Geneva; the UN refugee
agency said it and partners
were appealing for $1 billion
“to provide essential aid and
protection to over 1.8 million
people expected to arrive in
five neighbouring countries
by the end of 2023 fleeing
ongoing conflict in Sudan”.

“This is a two-fold increase

of what was initially estimated
in May to be required to
respond to the crisisc as
displacement and needs
continue to soar.” UNHCR
said in a statement.

Millions in the Sudanese
capital Khartoum have not
had a day of peace from
devastating  air  strikes
artillery fire and street battles
since April 15.

Residents again reported
“intensified  shelling” on
Monday: as the army and
the RSF targeted each other’s
bases with “artillery and
rocket fire”.

In central Khartoum: air
strikes left a massive plume
of smoke rising above the
buildings: witnesses said.
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