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Students protest:
demand more
medical seats,
oppose reduction
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NEWS
Jordan Civil Department halis

yaturday hours for Summer

—_— = s =

AMMAN

On Thursday: the Civil Status and
Passports Department announced the
suspension of its Saturday working hours
across all its offices.

Talal Al-Fayez: the acting director-
general of the department: mentioned
that this decision affects the directorates
of civil status and passports in various
cities¢ including Amman. Zarqa: Irbid
Balqa the West Banki and Gaza.
The regular working schedule will be

reinstated without any changes: Hala
News reported.

Fayez highlighted that the move
to halt Saturday working hours is in
response to the growing number of
visitors during the summer season. The
goal is to provide citizens with greater
ease and convenience in completing
their transactions. He underlined
the department's commitment to
maintaining extended hours until the last
pending transaction is processed.

Akeed: 25 August rumors debunked,
majority local Social media origin

AMMAN
The Jordanian Media Credibility
Monitor (Akeed) identified 25 rumors
circulating in August via local media:
social platforms: and apps. Initsrecent

health at 20 percenti economic/
political at 16 percent. security at 12
percent. and social at 8 percent. Of
August's rumorsc 92 percent (23)
originated locally from sources like
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Jordan’s Disi Basin: ancient
(water reserves

30,000-year-old groun

AMMAN

The Ministry of Water
and Irrigation announced
on Thursday that the
majority of groundwater
in the Disi Basin is at
least 36,000 years old.
According to a post on its
official Facebook account
the ministry further stated
that the water in the Disi
Basin is expected to be
even older. Hala News
reported.

The Disi Basin holds
a significant  strategic
importance for Jordan
and its water stands
out for its high quality.
characterized by low salt
content. The water quality
in the basin surpasses the
specifications of waters in
advanced countries. This
information is based on
previous statements made
by the Ministry of Water.

The basin plays a
crucial role in supplying
the kingdom with 100
million cubic meters

of high-quality fresh
water annually. This
helps in reducing the
need to draw extensively
from other primary

underground water
sources.  Additionally:
it increases the
distribution hours of
clean water to citizens:

thereby alleviating the
strain on water resources
in other provinces that
supply water to Amman
and Zarqa.

Jordan rises to 4th in Arab
Internet speeds: 00OKLA

AMMAN

Jordan has ascended
to fourth place in the
Arab world's internet
speed rankings: as per
the globally recognized
"OOKLA" platform
that gauge’s internet
speeds.

According to the
Telecommunications
Regulatory
Commissionc Jordan's
regional ranking has
risen to fourth: and it
now holds the 42nd spot
globally in terms of the
average speed of fixed
internet services; Hala
News reported. These
encompass various

The commission added
that in the previous month
of July: Jordan achieved

elucidated ~ that  this
average speed is projected
to continue its upward

iR E XS R

services. This trend is
especially pronounced in
areas where fiber optic

report. Akeed highlighted debunking social media and news sites. Among forms of fixed internet. an average speed of 94 trajectory: primarily services have been newly
25 rumors: a rise from July's 19. the thege‘ 56 percent (14) were from local including fiber opticsc megabits per second for drivenbyasurgein private established: with a focus
Jordan News Agency: Petra reported. soc1a.11‘med1a anq 44 percent (11) from wide broadband FBWA( fixedinternet connections. internet  subscriptionsi on the central region's
Public affairs rumors led at 28 percent.  {f aditional media outlets. and ADSL. Furthermore: it particularly in fiber optic provinces.
o o
’ )

AMMAN

Successful students in the General Secondary
Certificate exam¢ Tawjihic including both repeaters
and regular students with high grades: gathered in a
demonstration on Thursday in front of the Parliament
building. The purpose of their protest was to advocate
for an increase in the available medical seats in
public universities. They also aimed to voice their
opposition to the recent decision by the Ministry of
Higher Education and Scientific Research to reduce
the number of seats by a staggering 70 percent.

The students stated that their protest was
strategically timed to align with a meeting between the
parliamentary education and youth committee and the
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research.
Their objective was to effectively communicate their
demands to the committee members, exerting pressure
on the ministry to rectify the perceived injustices:
address their concerns. and ultimately respond
positively to their appeals: Jo24 reported.

They further pointed out that such a reduction
would invariably rob them of the opportunity to secure
coveted positions in medical studies. This concern
was especially pronounced among those students who
had previously repeated their academic years.
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AND seizes 2.4 tonnes ol narcotics, arrests

1,094 suspects in August 2023

AMMAN

In August 2023, the Anti-
Narcotics Department (AND)
pursued drug-related activities
vigorously.  handling 636
cases and arresting 1,094

individuals: including dealers
and high-risk individuals. The

seized substances included
224 kg of cannabis. half a
million  Captagon tablets

4,000 other narcotic tablets:
7.4 kg of crystal meth. 13 kg
of marijuana: 2 kg of synthetic
cannabis; and 600 grams of
synthetic cannabis powder:
along with firearms.

Simultaneously: the division
conducted 925  awareness
activitiesc collaborated with
academic and media partners.
and admitted 80 cases to the
Addiction Treatment Center
for rehabilitation. Ammon
News reported.

Military coup In Gabon,
president under house arrest

Rebel officers in Gabon
announced Wednesday they
had seized power following
disputed elections in which

President Ali Bongo Ondimbas

whose family has ruled the
oil-rich state for more than
55 yearsc had been declared
winner. The claimed takeover
sparked condemnation from
Union (AU)
and alarm from Nigeria over
“contagious autocracy” in a
continent where the military
have seized power in five other

the African

countries since 2020.

Bongo:« 64 who took over

from his father Omar in 2009:

was placed under house arrest
and one of his sons arrested for

treason: the coup leaders said.

In a dramatic pre-dawn
address a group of officers
declared "all the institutions
of the republic" had been
dissolved: the election results
borders

cancelled and the
closed.

"Today: the country is going

through a serious institutional
politicali  economic

statement read on state TV.

It was read by an officer
flanked by a group of a dozen
army colonels members of the
elite Republican Guard: regular

soldiers and others.

The elections "did not meet

the conditions for a transparent:

credible and inclusive ballot so
much hoped for by the people

of Gabon." the statement said.
“Added to

leading the country in chaos.”

and
social crisis." according to the

this  is
irresponsible and unpredictable
governance; resulting in a
continuing deterioration in
social cohesion: with the risk of

“We: the Committee for the
Transition and Restoration of
Institutions (CTRI) on behalf
of the people of Gabon and as
guarantors of the institutions’
protection: have decided to
defend peace by putting an end
to the current regime.” it said.

TV images later showed the
head of the Republican Guard:
General Brice Oligui Nguema:
being carried in triumph by
hundreds of soldiers: to cries of
“Oligui president”.

Bongo’s son and close
adviser Noureddin  Bongo
Valentin¢ his chief of staff Ian
Ghislain Ngoulou as well as his
deputy: two other presidential
advisers and the two top
officials in the ruling Gabonese
Democratic Party (PDG) “have
been arrested:” a military
leader said.

They are accused of treason:
embezzlement: corruption
and falsifying the president’s
signature;  among other
allegations: he said.

A worried-looking Bongox
in a video from an unidentified
locationc appealed to “all
friends that we have all over the
world... to make noise” on his
behalf.

“My son is somewhere. my
wife is in another place and 'm
at the residence and nothing
is happening. I don’t know
what’s going on. I'm calling
you to make noise.”

On the streets of the capital
as well as the economic hub
Port-Gentili groups of joyous
people were seen celebrating.
In Librevillee around 100
people shouted “Bongo out}”
and applauded police in anti-
riot gear. an AFP staff member
Saw.

Pregnancy-based teacher job
[ermination prohibited, minisiry Stresses

AMMAN
The spokesperson for
the Ministry of Labor:
Mohammad Al-Zyoud: has
emphasized thatterminating
the employment of a female
teacher in private schools

or  kindergartens  due
to pregnancy is strictly
prohibited.  He also
highlighted that. as per

the Unified Employment
Contracte it s not
permissible to end the
contract of a female teacher
starting from the sixth
month of pregnancy and
extending throughout the
maternity leave period.
Al-Zyoud has called upon
all affected female teachers
who encounter such practices
in certain private schools to
confidentially file complaints
through the online
protection platform. This
step aims to ensure proper

follow-up and resolution
of the issues Amman Net
reported.

Furthermore: henotedthat
the Ministry has requested
the Teacherss Committee
within the General Union of

Private Education Workers
to provide a list of schools
that are involved in these
practices.

Emphasizing the Ministry's
stance; he affirmed that the
approval of any internal
school regulations that allow

for the termination of a
female teacher's employment
on the grounds of pregnancy
is not acceptable.

Maan wedding turns tragic after
groom Killed by celebratory gunfire

AMMAN

Thousands gathered in
Maan on Wednesday evening
to participate in the funeral
of Hamzeh Al Fanatseh. who
was killed by a stray bullet on
his wedding day.

The suspect was arrested on
Wednesday and is currently
under investigation:
according to the Public
Security Directorate (PSD).

The PSD issued a
sharply toned statement on
Wednesday mourning the
loss of Fanatseh: who was
a policeman: and urging
citizens to join in its efforts
to put and end to this “deadly

habit”.

The PSD said that anyone
who has ever fired a gun
during a celebration: claiming
it as an act of “manhood” or a
manifestation of joy: hashelped
promote this “deadly habit™
and is complicit in the killing
of Fanatseh. The statement
recounted previous incidents
when  celebratory  gunfire
led to the death of innocent
bystanders. It stressed that
silently bearing witness to such
actions and failing to report
them makes one an accomplice
to the crime. Many took
to social media platforms:
sending prayers to the late

groom’s family and calling
for more stringent penalties
for those who use firearms
in public celebrations. “My
heart aches for this young
many although I don’t know
him... when will this terrible
tradition end?” Facebook
user Jumana Murad wrote. “I
am overwhelmed by sadness
over this young man... I can’t
imagine what his mother or
bride must be feeling.” Jamal
Zu'bi wrote on Facebook
promising to report anyone
who uses firearms in weddings
or any other celebration. “I
have been hearing about such
incidents since I was a little

girl and I am sick of it ... The
toughest sanctions must be
enforced on those who take
part in ‘celebratory’ gunfire
with complete indifference
to the lives of others.” wrote
Facebook user Faten Al Houri.
Article 330 of the Penal Code
mandates up to three months
of imprisonment: a JD1.000
fine. or both penalties for the
unauthorised use of firearms or
explosives. Speaking with The
Jordan Times: lawyer Sakhr
Khasawneh explained that if
the act results in someone’s
death: the perpetrator will be
punished by hard labour for a
period of no less 10 years.
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