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Ministry of Education
to be renamed - Khasawneh

They also aim to introduce new tiers
oi water users rather than a general tariii sysiem

MiInistry of Water to propose
amendment to water tarifis

AMMAN

The Ministry of
Water and Irrigation has
prepared a proposal to
amend the water tariff and
introduce specific tiers for
water users: in preparation
for its submission to the
Council of Ministers for
approvalc according to a
document related to the
executive program for the
economic modernization
vision.

As stated in the

Civil service reforms

AMMAN

Prime Minister Bisher Al-Khasawneh
revealed that the government is in the
final stages of changing the name of the
Ministry of Education.

During the closing session of the "Year
of Reform" government forum; attended
by His Majesty King Abdullah II on
Saturday: Khasawneh stated that it will
become the Ministry of Education and
Human Resources (@ sl 8y/gtly & i)
replacing the Ministry of Education
(a1 g 4 521)¢ Saraya News reported.

He explained that this change reflects
the comprehensive development of
the entire educational system¢ running
parallel to the comprehensive education
sector reform program. This program
starts with preschool stages: then schools
followed by higher education. It moves
away from stagnant specializations and
transitions towards professional and
technical fields; in addition to non-
stagnant academic disciplines that
provide greater employment and career

He confirmed that in the current
year, no more applications will be
accepted in the Civil Service Bureau's
registry. and the Bureau's current form
will conclude. It will be replaced by a
Civil Service Commission and a General
Administration at the beginning of the
coming year. This new structure will
serve as a regulatory and administrative
body for human resources.

He stated that appointments will
become decentralized: with ministries
appointing  their  employees. The
Commission will ensure that appointees
meet governance; competence; merit
and eligibility criteria for non- centralized
positions.

The Prime Minister further explained
that starting from the previous year
appointments will begin at a rate of 40
percent through competitive selection
from outside the registry. This will
lead to completely phasing out the
registry within 3 years through their

document. reviewed by
"Al-Mamlaka," this tariff
amendment is part of
"preparing the financial
sustainability plan for the
water sector to achieve
water efficiency and self-
sustainability."

The earlier stages of the
economic modernization
vision's executive
program indicated that
the government plans to
approve the water tariff
amendment in September
of the current year Nabd
reported.

National water strategy

Earlier this year. the
Ministry of Water and
Irrigation announced its
intention to "gradually
raise" the water tariff
over the coming years
affirming that there would

be "no change" to the tariff
during the current year.
In March¢ the Cabinet

approved the National
Water ~ Strategy (2023-
2040) after an "in-depth
study of the water situation
and the significant scarcity
suffered by the Kingdom
in water and the limited
resources in contrast to the
increasing demand.”

The document also
highlights "efforts towards
several  projects  and
measures to reduce assaults
on water sources. curb
theft: and subsequently
decrease  non-revenue
water loss: which will help
achieve the objectives of
the financial sustainability

plan.”

Water loss prevention

The document reports
that non-revenue water
loss was reduced by 2.27
percent during the first
quarter of the current year;
and work is ongoing to
measure the results for the
second quarter of 2023.

This  comes  after
implementing a strategy to
reduce non-revenue water
loss through rehabilitating
water networks in various
regions of the Kingdom
including  rehabilitation
of water networks in
Irbide Ramtha Al-Salt
and others; in addition
to  taking  numerous
measures for enforcement

against assaults and theft:
and replacing meters
as mentioned in the
document.

The document also
addresses the "amendment
of the groundwater
monitoring system: which
included  raising  the
extraction tariff after the
free quantity to 6 piasters:
and reducing the free
water quantity.”

It further highlights the
"modificationand approval
of the principles of drilling
saline groundwater wells
in the Jordan Valley:
including expanding the
geographic scope of the
saline wells area to include
the southern Ghor region."

employment.

prospects.
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[easibility of toll roads In jJordan

AMMAN

The government confirmed
that during the first half of
the current year( it prepared
an  economic feasibility
study to examine a proposed
implementation of a toll road
system on some specific roads.

According to a report on the
progress of the implementation
program for the economic
modernization vision during
the first half of the current
year. steering and technical
committees were formed for
the toll road system project:
and financial allocations were
provided by the Ministry of
Investment: Al-Mamlaka
News reported.

It added that the work is
currently ongoing to prepare
and review legislation
documents for the toll road
system policy.

A World Bank report
issued in 2019 suggested that
the government is working
on the development of 14

Jordan’s olive production on

vital main roads: 12 of which
are expressways and two
are ring roads. with a total
length of 1:379 kilometers:
constituting 18 percent of

Jordan's total road network.
The goal is to integrate them
into a financially sustainable
project by imposing charges
on users.

Financial sustainability

Concurrently ~ with  the
launch of this initiative; the
World Bank is still studying
the financing of a proposed

project by the government
titled "Sustainable Financing
for Roads through Imposing
Charges on Users. " The study is
still in the project design stage.

frack despite global decline

AMMAN

Jordan’s olive production will
increase by up to 25 per cent during
next season: despite the global
decline in production due to climate
change: according to Head of the
Olive Presses Owners’ Syndicate
Tayseer Al Najdawi.

He indicated that oil prices may
witness a slight increase in prices
during the next season. estimating
the price range between JD85 and
JD95 per tin.

He attributed the expected price
hike to the delayed olive fruit
ripeningc which happened due
to cold weather during April and
May.

Najdawi’s remarks came on the
sidelines of a ceremony honouring
10 Jordanian companies that
produce: process and export
olive oil and have won over 40
international competition awards
for oil quality this year alone.

Jordan came in 16th place in
the global ranking of high-quality
olive oil. During the ceremony:

organised by the Jordanian
Association for Exporters of
Olive  Products:  stakeholders

urged the government to launch

an international olive oil award
that would promote Jordanian oil

globally.
Director of the Awraq
Association Zaina Hamdan

highlighted the effect of drought on
olive trees. saying that it resulted
in decreased production and
increased prices.

Due to its arid climate and
limited water resources: Jordan is
ranked as the second-most water
scarce country in the world with
the lowest per capita share of water
globally.

According to Jordan’s
Agriculture Ministry. the olive
tree is one of the most important
trees planted in Jordan: covering
about 72 per cent of the country’s
total fruit tree area; and around 30
per cent of the total cultivated area.
There are around 11 million olive
trees in Jordan: with annual olive
production of 180.000200.000-
tonnes. Olive oil production has
been fluctuating. In 2019¢ the
country produced 34.720 tonnes of
olive oili which decreased to 24400
tonnes in 2020, dropping again
to around 23,000 tonnes in 2021
according to official figures.

Ministry of Environment launches
Strategy for 2023-2025

AMMAN

Minister of Environment:
Muawieh Al-Radaideh.
announced the launch of the
Ministry of Environment's
strategy for the years 2023-
2025; which coincides with
the national development
programs  across  various
economic. administrative, and
political sectors.

Radaideh said that this
strategy focuses on a set of

main  objectives; including
green growth.  protection
of biodiversity:  climate

leadership. improvement of
local environmental quality:
proper and sustainable waste
management: enhancement of

environmental awareness; and
raising the level of institutional
work within the ministry. Hala
News reported.

He emphasized  that
protecting the environment
and maintaining ecological
balance is a challenge for all of
us¢ but with cooperation and
determination: positive results
can be achieved: preserving a
sustainable environment for
future generations.

He appreciated the efforts
of the German International
Cooperation  Agency (GIZ)
and its continuous support for
the Ministry of Environment
as well as its assistance in
preparing this strategy.

According to the proposal
the indicative value for project
financing could reach $225
million in a project that aims
to "enhance the performance
of Jordan's road network and
its financial sustainability
by attracting private sector
investments. "

The reporti proposed a
uniform toll for traffic on
Jordan's expressways at a rate
of JD0.011/km for cars and
JD0.022/km for trucks.

The long-term National
Transport  Strategy:. issued
in 2014 also  suggested
imposing charges on Jordan's
expressways: initially focusing
on freight transport in the
medium term (2024) which
would result in generating
revenues for maintenance and
road improvement.

In the second second-
stage the strategy proposed
expanding the toll system to
include private vehicles as well
by 2030.

Jordan Media Institute launches

media literacy coalition with UNESCO

The Jordan Media Institute
has wunveiled a national
coalition = designed  to
streamline the coordination
of media  information
and literacy  (MIL)
interventions. This coalition
seeks to foster collaboration
among  stakeholders  to
conduct advocacy efforts and
campaigns. It aligns with
UNESCO's broader goals:
focusing on strengthening
both institutional and human
capacities to integrate MIL
into policies and strategies
while bridging the digital
and knowledge divides.

A structured approach
is being laid down where
JMI will orchestrate
leadership elections:
ensuring continuous
support and  technical
guidance. Furthermore:
JMI will be pivotal in
tracking: documenting: and
evaluating the coalition's
actions. making certain their
efficiency and substantial
influence on MIL throughout
Jordan.

UNESCO emphasizes the
importance of this initiative
as a consolidated platform
for local institutions and
experts in Jordan's media
and information literacy

domain. This mission aims
to synchronize the efforts

of various local entities
and experts; with a vision
to craft a unified database
for these institutions and
specialists.  This  ensures
seamless collaboration and
access in the sphere of media
and information literacy in
Jordan.

Jordan’s resolve to
empower media literacy

Rami Eleimat. program
manager from JMI said:
“This  collaborative effort
between UNESCO and JMI
reflects Jordan's commitment
to fostering media and
information literacy: thereby

empowering its citizens to
make informed choices and
participate actively in today's

rapidly  evolving  digital
landscape.”.
The initiative's launch

was marked by a gathering
of around 30 participants:
many expressing support
for the combined efforts
aimed at elevating media
and information literacy
nationally.

Reem Al Zou'bi associate
professor at the college
of educational sciences at
Al-Bayt University: and a
participant in the coalition
launch¢ commented: “Media
and information literacy

involves understanding
different viewpoints and
sources of information. A
coalition can bring together
various stakeholders:
such as educatorsc media
professionalsc and  civil
society groups: to offer
diverse  perspectives and
expertise”.

Yousef Abu Rumman: a
journalistt and MIL trainer
remarked: “In an era where
information is  pivotalk
this coalition epitomizes
Jordan's resolve to empower
its citizens. Together. we
can counter misinformation
and pave the way for a more
informed society.”

JPCIsSued 6000 passports
[0 Jerusalem residents since 2022 - Dawood

AMMAN

The chairman of the
board of directors at the
Jordan  Post =~ Company
(JPC)¢ Sami  Al-Dawood:
stated that the post office has
issued 6,000 passports to
Jerusalem residents since the
introduction of this service
on July 15/ 2022. He also
mentioned that the total
number of services provided

to Jerusalem residents since
2019 has exceeded 70.000
transactions. Dawood
said that post offices have
completed 5161 activations
of digital identity using iris
scans in cooperation with the
Ministry of Digital Economy
since July 8: 2022 Addustour
reported.

The total number of parcels
transacted through the JPCin

the first half of 2023 reached
1.119:963¢ distributed as
670,946 external parcels and
449,017 internal parcels.
Dawood emphasized that
the Jordan Post is working
on expanding its services
by expanding financial
inclusion  services  and
cooperating with  private
sector companies to increase
capacity and improve the

quality of services provided
to customers. The company
is also implementing the

Prime Minister's directive
to exclusively ~ handle
shipments  weighing less

than 31kg in addition to
expanding cooperation with
the government sector and
extending its services in
e-commerce, express mail
and parcels.
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