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New protest in
Syria's Sweida 3

Russia «thwarts»
Ukraine drone
attack on
Moscow region
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NEWS

New protest In Syria’s Swelda
over living conditions

BEIRUT — Hundreds of
demonstrators took to the streets
again Monday in Syria's southern city
of Sweida/ local media and an activist
reported as dire living conditions stoke
discontent in regime-held areas.

Days of rare protests have erupted in
the south after the government lifted fuel
subsidies last week: dealing a blow to
Syrians already struggling with the heavy
toll that 12 years of war have exacted on
the economy.

Local news outlet Suwayda24 posted
videos showing hundreds of people
gathered in the city on Monday: holding
banners and chanting anti-government
slogans.

"We've had enough: the Syrian people
are suffocating:" one activist in Sweida
said on condition of anonymity for
security reasons: adding that hundreds
had gathered to protest in the city.

Soaring inflation: the rising cost of
living: instability and poverty have
plagued the country: pushing desperate
Syrians to take to the streets: the activist
said.

Security forces have not cracked down
on demonstrators so far. he noted.

"My only hope is that this movement
will spread to other provinces and that
our voices will be heard:" he told AFP.

Syria's war has killed more than half
a million people and displaced millions
since it broke out in 2011 following
Assad's repression of peaceful pro-
democracy protests.

It spiralled into a deadly conflict that
pulled in foreign powers and extremists.

Sunday saw a strike over deteriorating
living conditions and price hikes across
Sweida province: he heartland of the
country's Druze minority. which has
been mostly spared the worst of the civil
conflict.

'Quasi-mafia’'

One senior Druze religious leader has
expressed support for demonstrators and
chastised the government.

Footage on Monday showed protesters
carrying local Druze sheikhs on their
shoulders.

In December: one protester and a
policeman were killed when security
forces cracked down on a demonstration
in Sweida against deteriorating living
conditions.

On Saturday: dozens demonstrated in
southern Syria’s Daraa province.

An activist said there were further
protests on Sunday evening in the
province: the cradle of Syria’s uprising.

Daraa returned to Damascus’ control
in 2018 under a Russia-backed ceasefire
deal: and has since been wracked by
violence and dire living conditions.

Some residents also gathered in recent
days in Jaramana a suburb of the capital
Damascus: to protest against recurrent
power cuts: a witness told AFP.

The conflict has ravaged the country’s
infrastructure and industry: the Syrian
pound has lost most of its value against
the dollarc and most of the population
has been pushed into poverty.

Jihad Yazigic editor of economic
publication The Syria Report. said
the fuel price hike came after years of
punishing inflation: high unemployment
and “generally an exhaustion of the
population from the consequences of the
war”, among other factors.

Resentment against Assad and his
family “runs deep and the regime:
which operates as a quasi-mafia; is
simply incapable of offering long-term
solutions” he told AFP.

“The key will be to watch what happens
in loyalist areas and in Damascus. That’s
where it really matters.” he said.
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UKkraine says It recaptured three
square Km near Bakhmut

KYIV

Ukrainian  forces
have recaptured a clutch
of territory around the
eastern war-battered town
of Bakhmut but made no
major advances on the
southern front: the deputy
defence minister said
Monday.

Russia countered
saying its forces were
improving their positions
in the eastern region of
Kharkiv and holding

Ukraine's forces at bay

further south.

Kyiv  launched a
counteroffensive against
Russian troops in June
after stockpiling Western
weapons and building up
offensive infantry units
but has conceded that
progress has been slow.

"Another three
square kilometres have
been liberated (around
Bakhmut). In  totak
43 square  kilometres
around Bakhmut have
been liberated” since
the  offensive  began
Ganna Malyar told state
television.

Bakhmut: an industrial
town that was once home
to some 70.000 people:
was captured by Russian
forces this summer after
months of costly fighting.

Ukrainian forces began
pushing back immediately
around its flanks and
have also been pushing
towards the southern
city of Melitopol under
Russian control. "In the
south the situation has
not undergone significant
changes. Our defenders
continue to advance in the
Berdyansk and Melitopol
sectors:" Malyar said.

She later added that
Ukrainian forces had had

successes near Robotyne
along the southern front in
the Zaporizhzhia region.
Russia: in the defence
ministry statement: said
its forces were fending oft
Ukrainian attacks in the
south near the village of
Urozhaine: which Ukraine
captured last week.
Ukraine's Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba
told AFP last week that
his country's forces will
liberate  all  territory

occupied by Russian forces
regardless of how long it
takes. At the same time:
Russian forces have been
pushing back in the north-
eastern region of Kharkiv.
where officials recently
urged vulnerable residents
to evacuate frontline
regions. Russia’s defence
ministry said Monday
their forces had taken up
improved positions in the
region with the help of
artillery and aerial forces.

UN says forced to cut Yemen
Iations, compounding iood Crisis

DUBAI

More than four million
Yemenis  will receive
less  food  assistance
as a result of funding
shortages: compounding
one of the world's worst
humanitarian crises; the
UN's food agency warned
Friday.The World Food

Programme said "a deeper
funding crisis for its Yemen
operations from the end
of September onward...
will force WFP to make
difficult decisions about
further cuts to our food
assistance  programmes
across the country in the
coming months". Without

new funding it expects
more than four million
people will receive less
food assistance; many
of them women and
children already suffering
from some of the highest
malnutrition rates in the
world. With  major cuts
announced across different

programmes: the actual
number of people affected
could be higher.“We
are confronted with the
incredibly tough reality of
making decisions to take
food from the hungry to
feed the starving” said
Richard Ragani WEFP’s
Yemen representative.

Milder weather brings reliel Irom apocalyptic (anada wildfires

WEST KELOWNA!

Canada

Cooling  weather on
Monday gave firefighters a
slight edge against what the
prime minister described as
"apocalyptic” wildfires blazing
across  western  Canada
after tens of thousands were
evacuated or put on alert.

Two fires threatening large
parts of the scenic Okanagan
Valley: including the cities of
Kelowna and neighbouring
West Kelowna in British
Columbiac merged over the
weekend.

Around 30.000 people
in the province where 385
fires are now burning: out of
almost 1,040 nationwide. had
been under evacuation orders
while another 36.000 were
under alert to be ready to flee.

British Columbia's
emergency management
minister. Bowinn Ma warned
that the situation was "highly

dynamic".
West Kelowna Fire Chief
Jason  Brolund: however:

sounded a note of optimism

telling a news conference late
Sunday: "We're finally feeling
like we're moving forward
rather than we're moving
backwards."

Temperatures  in  the

major wine-producing
region around Kelowna were
expected to stay cool through
Monday: creeping into the low
20°C in the afternoon.

There was also some rain
forecast starting Tuesday.

Officials said it was too
soon to start planning a staged
return of evacuees as thick
smoke continued to choke the
area.

Prime  Minister  Justin
Trudeau at a Cabinet retreat in
Charlottetown: Prince Edward
Island: to discuss the national
fire crisis said Canadians "are
watching in horror the images
of apocalyptic devastation."

‘Its a  scary and

heartbreaking  time."  he
said as "people flee for their
lives and worry about their
communities”.

This summer in Canada
more than 14 million hectares
has already burned: roughly
the size of Greece and almost
twice the area of the last record
of 7.3 million hectares. Four
people have died so far.

Scientists ~say  human-
caused global warming is

exacerbating natural hazards:
making them both more
frequent and more deadly.

‘Horrible to breathe’

Kelowna: a city of 150,000«
has become the latest
population center hit.

“It has been horrible to
spend the week with this air.
It is horrible to breathe”
Mary Hicks: a 29-year-old IT
worker who had been visiting

the region from Montreal
told AFP on Sunday. “I really
want to go home.”

But she was stuck for
now: with her return flight
cancelled. The airport hopes
to resume flights this week
depending on visibility.

“When I had to pack: in the
moment I was crying; crying
crying.” said Aprili 39« who
with her two small children
fled her home east of Kelowna
and was staying in a hotel
outside the city.

On the other side of
Okanagan Lake; a number
of homes on the outskirts
of West Kelowna had been
burned.

“My sister’s boyfriend’s
house has burnt down. He
lives in the West Kelowna
side and it was so windy that
the fire was spreading and
they couldn’t control it.” said
Bogi Bagosic a 16-year-old
student.

“It’s kind of heartbreaking
to watch the city burn down.
They are doing their best to
stop it but it is not enough.”
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Russia (thwatt$) Ukraine

NEWS

KYIV: Ukraine

Russia said it thwarted
Ukrainian drone attacks on
Moscow and its region on
Sunday: adayaftera "heinous"
missile strike killed seven
people and wounded 148 in
Ukraine's Chernihiv.

Both sides have reported
regular drone incursions
during the conflict¢ with
strikes on Russian territory
becoming increasingly
regular.

"At around 4:00am (0100
GMT) an attempt by the
Kyiv regime to carry out a
terrorist attack by drone on
infrastructure in Moscow
and the Moscow region
was thwarted" the Russian
defence ministry said in a
statement.

The Moscow-bound drone
was destroyed by "electronic
warfare” and crashed into
an uninhabited area after
losing controli the ministry
added: reporting no victims

or damage.
Moscow mayor  Sergei
Sobyanin thanked Russia's

military for their work on the
Telegram messaging app.
Aviation agency

Rosaviatsia said flights to the
Domodedovo and Vnukovo
international airports were
"temporarily limited" at night
before returning to normal
according to the RIA Novosti
news agency.

A Ukrainian drone raid
also hit a railway station in
the western Russian city of

PolIS open In tense Guatemala

Kursk: injuring five people:
the regional governor said

early Sunday.
In the southern region
of Rostov that borders

Ukraine: Russian air defence
intercepted two Ukrainian
drones: the governor said.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky vowed “a

tangible answer” to Saturday’s
attack on the northern city
of Chernihivi which came
during the Orthodox holiday
of the Transfiguration of
the Lord as some attended
morning church services.
Vyacheslav Chaus:
governor of the Chernihiv
region: announced “7 people

dead: 148 people received
injuries” in an update on

Sunday.
“41 people remain
in  hospitals. 15 people

underwent surgeries.” he said
in a post on Telegram: adding
that “more than 500 homes
suffered damage”.

Zelensky had noted the

dead included a six-year-
old girl and that there were

15 children among the
wounded.
Denise Brown: UN

humanitarian coordinator for
Ukraine: said it was “heinous
to attack the main square of
a large city: in the morning;
while people are out walking;
some going to church to
celebrate a religious day for
many Ukrainians”.

Zelensky in Sweden

Chernihive 150 kilometres
north of Kyiv towards
Belarus¢ had largely been
spared from major attacks
since the first months of
Russia’s invasion as fierce
fighting rages in the east and
south.

The Russian army
marched through the city
when it invaded Ukraine
through Belarus in February
2022 before being repelled by
Kyiv’s forces.

Zelensky was in Sweden
for talks with Prime Minister
Ulf Kristersson on Saturday
as Kyiv seeks more weapons
from Western allies during a
counteroffensive.

Wesiern Canada wildiires

GUATEMALA
CITY
Guatemalans voted on

Sunday in a presidential runoft
marked by the harassment of a
surprise frontrunner. who has
fired up voters with his promises
to end the rot of corruption.

The race pits reformist
outsider Bernardo Arevalo
against former first lady Sandra
Torres: both social democrats:
meaning Guatemala will have
its first leftist leader in over a
decade.

Polling stations opened at
7:00am local (13:00 GMT) and
voting was to end at 6:00pm
(00:00 GMT) with first results
expected later in the evening.

The Central American nation
is dogged by poverty: violence
and graft. with thousands of its
citizens heading abroad every
year in search of a better life:
many to the United States.

Arevalo’s unexpected
success in the first round
was followed by raids against
his Semilla party offices and
those of electoral officials:
prompting the United Nations:
the European Union: and the
Organisation of American
States to raise the alarm over
efforts to undermine the vote.

“Thereal power of democracy
comes from respecting the
will of the people.” the US
assistant secretary for Western
Hemisphere affairsc Brian A.
Nichols: posted on social media
on Friday. “We have been the
victims: the prey. of corrupt
politicians for years.” Arevalo.
a 64-year-old sociologist and
former diplomat: said recently.
“To vote is to say clearly that

run-oif, with iear

§ of Interference

it is the Guatemalan people
who lead this country: not the
corrupt.”

Arevalo is the son of the
country’s first democratically
elected president: Juan Jose

Arevalo. When the older
Arevalo came to power in
1945 he ended the dictatorship
of Jorge Ubico: an admirer of
Hitler who had forced landless
Mayans to work on government

projects. Just days before
Sunday’s  vote: prosecutor
Rafael Curruchiche —

sanctioned by Washington for
corruption — said he did not
rule out more raids and possible
arrests after the elections.

Corrupt have

‘taken control’

Arevalo is leading with
50 per cent: according to
the most recent poll by CID
Gallup and the Freedom and
Development Foundation,
with Torres coming in second
with 32 per cent. Torres: 67 is
the ex-wife of deceased leftist
president Alvaro Colom. She
is taking her fourth shot at the
presidency and has focused on
violent crime and poverty.

On Friday: she raised doubts
about the objectivity of the
country’s  electoral  board:
accusing it of leaning toward
Arevalo’s party.

She has dismissed Arevalo
as a “foreigner” because he
was born in Uruguay while his
father was in exile. “We cannot
allow Guatemala to fall into
the hands of radicals.” she said
recentlyinajabat Arevalo. “We
cannot permit Guatemala to
becomea VenezuelaoraCuba.”

force tens ol thousands to flee

KELOWNA:
Canada
Officials in western

Canada's British Columbia
implored tens of thousands of
residents to heed evacuation
orders on Saturday as
"rapidly evolving" wildfires
threatened  large  parts
of the scenic Okanagan
Valley: including the city of
Kelowna.

The situation in the
popular boating and hiking
destination =~ was "highly
dynamic" said Bowinn Ma;
the province's minister of
emergency management.

Around 30.000 people
were under evacuation
orders while another 36,000
were under alert to be ready
to flee: she said.

"We cannot stress strongly
enough how critical it is to
follow evacuation orders
when they are issued:" Ma
said at an afternoon news
conference.

“They are a matter of life
and death not only for the
people in those properties but
also for the first responders
who will often go back to try
to implore people to leave.”

Kelowna: a city of
150,000, was choked with
thick smoke as it became the
latest population center hit
by one of the many wildfires
scorching ~ Canada  this
summer.

British Columbia alone
had 385 active wildfires by late
Saturday night. according to
government data.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said he had spoken
with  British ~ Columbia
Premier David Eby about
the “rapidly evolving and
incredibly devastating
wildfire  situation”  and
pledged federal resources in
responding to the disaster.

Y ellowknife exodus

Blazes in the neighboring
Northwest Territories have
meanwhile prompted the

evacuation of regional capital

Yellowknife; leaving  the
remote city of around 20,000
largely a ghost town.
Overnight rains brought
some relief to Yellowknife on
Saturday. however. “a little
rain does not mean it’s safe
to come back home,” warned

Northwest Territories
environment minister Shane
Thompson.

“Though the surface may
not show fire: it’s still active
and it’s huge.” he said at
a Saturday evening news
conference: noting  that
temperatures are expected to
rise again Sunday.

Yellowknife official Chris
Greencorn praised the work
crews were doing to build
defenses around the city:
with large areas cleared to
create firebreaks and pipes
laid for sprinklers and water
cannon.

“Basically this represents
approximately  two  full
Yellowknife  construction
seasons completed in less
than six days.” he said.

The exodus from
Yellowknife and elsewhere
means two- thirds of the near-
Arctic territory’s population

has been displaced:
Thompson said.

The fires have caused
“terrible  loss”  Trudeau

told reporters after meeting

Yellowknife evacuees Friday
as they arrived in Edmonton,
Alberta; with no idea when
they may return home.

Northwest US threat

In  British  Columbia
blazes have already destroyed
several properties in West
Kelowna: among them the
Lake Okanagan Resort
according to local media.

The historic property is
known for having hosted
high-profile visitors such
as British prime minister
Margaret Thatcher.

“It’s become evident that
this event is going to leave
a long-lasting scar on our
community.” West Kelowna
Fire Chief Jason Brolund
said at a news conference on
Saturday.

He said the previous day
had been “one of the most
difficult days of firefighting
our department has ever
faced.”

Eby  announced on
Saturday an emergency order
halting non-essential visits to
the area.

The order. which bans
visitors from checking in at
hotels and other temporary
accommodations: covers
Kelowna and the nearby
towns of Kamloops: Oliver:
Penticton and Vernon as
well as Osoyoos near the US
border. “If you are currently

in accommodations in these
areas: we are asking you to
voluntarily check out early
and free up those spaces for
evacuees and responders.”
Ma said.

Firefighters from
Australia; Mexico( Brazil and
Costa Rica: as well as eastern
Canada; are assisting British
Columbia to combat the
blazes.

Across the border in
the United Statesi several
thousand  people  were
forced to flee wildfires in
Washington state. with at
least one death reported
local media said.

An evacuation was ordered
for Medical Lake: a town
outside Spokane next to a US
Air Forcebase: while a section
of the vital I-90 highway was
closed: authorities said.

Canada is experiencing
a record-setting  wildfire
season with official estimates
of more than 14 million
hectares (34.6 million acres)
already burned — roughly
the size of Greece and
almost twice the area of the
last record of 7.3 million
hectares. Four people have
died so far.

Scientists say human-
caused global warming is
exacerbating natural hazards:
making them both more
frequent and more deadly.
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